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Jesuit mom Lesley Silenzi (Nathan ’18 and Olivia ’21) passed on this inspiring story about a 
profound gesture of respect and concern for Jesuit’s longtime head track coach, Tom 
Rothenberger, by Central Catholic’s track team. They heard that Coach Roth had had a cardiac 
issue last Sunday, and that he is just taking his first steps on the road to recovery. 

Nathan Silenzi had started running with Cameron Thompson back in 5th grade on a team that 
also included JHS seniors Declan Humble, Christian Frech, Josh Schumacher and another Central 
Catholic runner, Eric Brecht.   

These boys have remained friends over the years. On 
Wednesday, April 25, the Central Catholic team, 
including Coach Dave Frank, honored Coach Roth at 
their track meet. Colleen Thompson, Cameron’s 
mother, made green ribbons for all the CC athletes to 
wear on their singlets for the meet. The Central team 
said a prayer for Coach Roth prior to the meet (see 
photos). 

As we are discovering from the outpouring of support 
for Coach Roth during the week of the Twilight Relays, 
it is clear that it is not only the Jesuit community, and 
the Catholic community, but the entire Northwest 
running community that is praying for Coach Tom 
Rothenberger’s return to health.   



As Mrs. Silenzi says, “Coach Roth truly is a legend. When people ask why my family dedicates so 
much time to running, it’s because the running world is such a wonderful community filled with 
people like Colleen Thompson and teams like Central Catholic. Central may be one of our 
biggest rivals, but only in athletics. They too demonstrate a commitment to what Jesuit’s 
mission statement calls being ‘leaders who are men and women for others.’” 

Thanks so much to Coach Frank, Principal John Garrow, and especially the Central Catholic track 
team for reminding us that when it comes to life’s most important moments, like our shared 
prayer for Coach Roth’s full recovery, we are truly all on the same team. 

 

 



 


