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A FAMILY REUNION
WITH “JESUIT MUSCLE”
By Tracey Primrose

In the early days of September, more than 270 members 
of the Jesuit family of Jesuits West Province gathered 
for several days at Santa Clara University. The reunion 
included the leaders of the Province’s 5 universities, 
18 secondary and pre-secondary schools, 14 parishes, 
6 social ministries, 2 spirituality centers and 25 Jesuit 
communities. The program included time for individual 
meetings for the five sectors represented (Secondary 
and Pre-Secondary Education; Organizing and Justice; 
Higher Education; Parish Ministry and Spirituality; and 
Advancement) as well as liturgies, meals and a keynote 
address where all attendees gathered.

This was the second such gathering to bring together 
Jesuit and lay leaders from each of the Province’s 80 
ministries. In August of 2017, a month after the creation 
of Jesuits West, Jesuits and lay partners from every 
institution in the Province gathered at Loyola Marymount 
University, where participants reflected thoughtfully and 
prayerfully on how they, individually and collaboratively, 
could engage and advance the vision, mission and values 
of the new Province.

Very Reverend Oscar Cantú, Bishop of the Very Reverend Oscar Cantú, Bishop of the 
Diocese of San Jose, celebrated the opening Diocese of San Jose, celebrated the opening 
Mass with Fr. Kevin O’Brien, SJ, president of Mass with Fr. Kevin O’Brien, SJ, president of 
Santa Clara University, and Fr. Scott Santarosa, SJ.Santa Clara University, and Fr. Scott Santarosa, SJ.
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Fr. Scott Santarosa, SJ, began his keynote by thanking the 
attendees, “It is so important for us to connect ourselves 
to the center, to the Society of Jesus … which exists 
thanks to you here in the Western 10 states.” He then 
provided a roadmap for his address, identifying three 
“asks” of Province leaders: to consider ways they might 
experience the Spiritual Exercises together; to appoint a 
representative from each apostolate to partner with the 
Province in a Faith Doing Justice Discernment Series; and 
to consider participating in an immediate, concrete action 
to support humane treatment of migrants.

Regarding his first ask, Fr. Santarosa reminded those 
gathered that the major contribution of the most recent 
General Congregation was its emphasis on discernment. 
“It is that kind of discernment that we hope to get into 
our bones so that all we do flows from how God is truly 
leading us and calling us.”

Saying “we cannot do true discernment in a vacuum,” 
Fr. Santarosa asked those gathered to do the Spiritual 
Exercises together, as regions, over the course of 2020 – 
2021. Each participant would work with a spiritual director 
and commit to daily prayer, and groups would gather 
monthly to share the graces of the process. He also asked 
that Jesuit superiors and directors of works consider doing 
the Spiritual Exercises with their communities and staffs. 

Discernment, in conjunction with the Spiritual Exercises, 
is one of four new Universal Apostolic Preferences 
(UAPs) announced by the Society of Jesus earlier this 
year (see page 15). The UAPs are the horizon that will 

“ARE THERE ENOUGH INJUSTICES AGAINST THE PEOPLE WE LOVE TO 
CONSIDER FLEXING OUR JESUIT MUSCLE AGAIN AND REGULARLY? 
THE BELOVED IS THERE BEFORE US: THE IMMIGRANT, THE GANG 
MEMBER, THE HUNGRY, THE INCARCERATED, THE SINGLE MOTHER 
SEPARATED FROM HER DEPORTED HUSBAND. ARE WE OFFERING TO 
THE BELOVED ALL THE GIFTS WE ARE TRULY IN POSSESSION OF? CAN 
WE ALSO OFFER OUR POWER?”
— Fr. Scott Santarosa, SJ, Provincial, Jesuits West

Fr. Scott Santarosa, SJ, delivered the keynote address.

continued next page
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guide the work of Jesuits West in the coming years, Fr. 
Santarosa said. They should be innate, “so we don’t have 
to think about them.” Recalling an old American Express 
commercial, he added, “You don’t leave home without 
them.”

Fr. Santarosa’s second ask was an invitation to “more fully 
share our love with the Beloved.” Echoing St. Ignatius’ 
precept that “love is shown more in deeds than in words,” 
Fr. Santarosa told the audience, “There is a gift we have 
that we are not fully aware of and have not truly named. 
What is that gift? It is our power.”

He reminded the group that when a Jesuit parish, school 
or social ministry hosts a blanket or food drive for the 
poor, it’s different than doing the hard work of changing 
societal structures and examining why people are 
homeless or hungry. 

Calling on the group to galvanize their voices, 
Fr. Santarosa said, “The Gospel calls on us to enter 
the arena of our times.” He recalled the 1989 murder 
of six Jesuits, their housekeeper and her daughter in 
El Salvador as a time when the Jesuits of the U.S. and 
their lay collaborators flexed their “Jesuit muscle,” with 
concrete results.

“Are there enough injustices against the people we love 
to consider flexing our Jesuit muscle again and regularly? 
The Beloved is there before us: the immigrant, the gang 
member, the hungry, the incarcerated, the single mother 
separated from her deported husband. Are we offering to 
the Beloved all the gifts we are truly in possession of?
Can we also offer our power?”

He asked each Jesuit ministry to delegate an individual 
to serve as part of a Province-wide monthly Faith Doing 
Justice Discernment Series to begin in January of 
next year. The series will include training in community 
organizing and programming, exploring how best 
to harness and use the Province’s collective voice. 
Individuals selected for the program will be called 
“Arrupe Delegates” in honor of former Jesuit Superior 
General Fr. Pedro Arrupe.  

University Presidents: from top left, Fr. Stephen Sundborg, SJ, 
of Seattle University; Thayne McCulloh of Gonzaga University; 
Fr. Kevin O’Brien, SJ, of Santa Clara University; Timothy Snyder 
of Loyola Marymount University; and Fr. Paul Fitzgerald, SJ, of 
University of San Francisco.

Fr. Greg Boyle, SJ, founder of Homeboy Industries, Inc., addressed
the Advancement sector.
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Fr. Santarosa’s final ask was that Jesuit works of the 
Province put their faith in action by meeting this fall with 
their local elected leaders to discuss immigration reform, 
migrant detention and other topics. Those meetings would 
mirror ones that the U.S. Provincials had in October in 
the nation’s capital with officials at the Department of 
Homeland Security. 

To show the way to God through the Spiritual 
Exercises and discernment

To collaborate in the care of our Common Home

To walk with the poor, the outcasts of the world, 
those whose dignity has been violated, in a 
mission of reconciliation and justice

To accompany young people in the creation of a 
hope-filled future

UNIVERSAL APOSTOLIC PREFERENCES

Asking the assembled Province leaders to “flex our Jesuit 
muscle for our Beloved — the migrant brother, migrant 
sister seeking a better life,” Fr. Santarosa left no doubt 
that the family patriarch has high expectations for the 
Jesuit family. ¡

In February, the Society of Jesus announced four new 
Universal Apostolic Preferences (UAPs) that will guide its 
mission for the next 10 years.

In a letter introducing the UAPs, Jesuit Superior General 
Arturo Sosa, SJ, said, “Our desire has been to find the
best way to collaborate in the Lord’s mission, the best way 

to serve the Church at this time, the best contribution we 
can make with what we are and have, seeking to do what 
is for the greater divine service and the more universal 
good.” Describing the 16-month discernment that involved 
Jesuits around the world, he called the process, 
“a consensus that we believe is guided by the Holy Spirit.”


