
Summer Reading: Senior “Selectives” 
 
Throughout the 2019-2020 school year, members of the English Department collaborated to revise the 
structure of our senior curriculum to be implemented into the 2020-2021 school year. The result of this 
good work is a shift from a year-long English IV class to semester-long “selectives,” which allows for 
more choice by seniors. During the early spring, juniors ranked a “selection” of the “elective” options 
(hence, “selectives”) and will be enrolled in the courses based on interest and class balance. These new 
“selectives” will hopefully encourage student engagement as well as give teachers more opportunities to 
incorporate novel approaches to the scope, focus, and sequence of their teaching.  
 
One result of this new structure, however, is that seniors won’t know definitively in which “selective” 
they will be enrolled until August 3rd, when they will receive their final 2020-2021 schedule. At that time, 
they will be able to address their summer reading assignment as posted on the Clark Library website and 
specific to each class. 
 
The English Department is excited about the potential for this change and we have appreciated the 
enthusiasm of our students for this new model. We appreciate that it decreases the timeline for summer 
reading, but we feel confident that seniors in a college-prep institution will still have ample time to 
complete the work.  
 

FAQs 
 
Why not just have one text for all seniors so that they can read it earlier in the summer? 
 
While one text is traditional for all English classes before senior year, the goal of the summer reading is to 
have meaningful reading that relates specifically to the content of the course. Therefore, if the course has 
four different iterations, a single text doesn’t necessarily work. We believe in assigning meaningful 
reading rather than anything that feels like “busy work” over the summer.  
 
Will students have enough time to read the text? 
 
The English department is not assigning texts that seniors could not access on their own. The number of 
texts, also, is kept to a minimum so that students will have necessary time to read the text. There will be 
ample time to read the text.  
 
Where can I access the summer reading information?  
 
All summer reading information is posted on the JHS website at 
https://www.jesuitportland.org/academics/summer-reading.   
 
Is summer reading graded?  
 
Yes, there is an associated assessment in the fall that is graded. This assessment may vary in format 
between classes and is implemented through the teacher’s discretion.  
 
 


