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seeing the Journey in a new Light



The Jesuits and senior Eucharistic ministers line up to distribute Communion or a blessing 
to over 2,000 people gathered to pray at December’s mass before Christmas break in 
the Knight Center. The Provincial of the oregon Province, fr. Pat Lee, s.J. presided at the 
mass, asking our students and over 400 alums to remember the service provided in the 
Jesuit food drives and to bring the light of Christ to the world in other areas of their lives 
as well. fr. Lee, s.J. (with the purple vestment in the middle) was joined on his left by Emily 
Echevarria ’12 and  fr. michael Tyrrell, s.J., the socius of the oregon Province, and on his 
right by sara freepons ’12 and fr. JK adams, s.J., superior of the Jesuits at Jesuit High 
school, and a host of other Eucharistic ministers and Jesuits. Photos by Hillary Currier.

Cover photo by Taylor Kavanaugh.
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President’s Message
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often, we do, I believe; but the lessons 
of their journey continue well beyond 
their graduation day.

Another sign of our outreach 
and our touch is that our students, 
as part of their journey, always seem 
to want to come home in one way or 
another. How else can one explain 
the number of alumni who return 
to help us on our student retreats 
or that more than 180 alumni came 
home for our Thanksgiving liturgy or 
that more than 400 decided to get up 
early on the Friday before Christmas 
break to share in our school-wide 
pre-Christmas liturgy with our entire 
student body? What an outstanding 
example they provided!

In this issue of Age Quod Agis you 
will see many stories of alums “coming 
home” and continuing to serve others 
in meaningful ways. These include 
the search of Michael Holloway, JHS 
’94, to find his long-lost twin; the 
wondrous deeds of two alumnae 
sisters, Ashleigh Crunican Romero 
’96, and Adrienne Rankin ’99, sharing 
their love and compassion with those 
less fortunate; Doug Cooper ’76, who 
teaches female inmates lessons of life 
regarding business and self-esteem; 
and the story of Sam Wasson ’06, who 
died far earlier than we ever thought 
he would. Yet his journey lives on 
through others. Please take time to 
read the touching and hopeful story 
about Sam, written by his mother, 
Cindy White, now a teacher at Jesuit. 
Cindy shares in a very personal way 
that Sam experienced the love of two 
families on his journey—his mom 
and step-dad and his dad and step-
mom—and how these two families 
have discovered ways to ensure that 
Sam’s love of life and theater and his 
impact on Jesuit will never die. In 
one especially poignant moment one 
of Sam’s dearest classmates, Meghan 
Madden ‘06, recalls that he had the 
“biggest and best hugs” and that 
through these he “envelopes you with 
a sense of safety and hope.”

We are very blessed at Jesuit; 
and this Age’s stories of love and 
gratitude, sadness and hope, loss and 
redemption bring to mind why our 

Often at Jesuit High School 
teachers, administrators, and even 
students talk about “the journey”—a 
time, a path, and a place for young 
people to gain their bearings, a life 
perspective, a sense of faith, and the 
stepping stones to enable them to 
move forward to college and beyond. 
This journey takes on many faces—
and more than a few detours—for each 
student, especially when each alum 
looks back to the time of graduation 
or even a year or three into college. 
“How did I ever get this far?” might 
describe many students’ retrospective 
reflections.

At our optional Friday Mass on 
February 10—one attended by more 
than 750 students—Ryan Rallanka, 
S.J., in his first year of regency at 
Jesuit, delivered a wonderful and 
personal homily. He too reflected on 
“the journey” at Jesuit and reminded 
us that this journey is so much more 
than a physical trek for our students. 
Really, he noted, it is a spiritual 
journey, a time and place for prayer, 

reflection, intentional acts of faith 
through service, and a sharing of that 
faith with members of our Jesuit High 
School community.

As I thought about Ryan’s words 
in the days and weeks following his 
homily, I realized that maybe this is 
why Jesuit is the place it is. I have 
often said to our students, faculty, 
staff, and parents that Jesuit isn’t 
necessarily better than other schools, 
but rather that it is different—in the 
ways we live and teach our mission as 
colleagues in our Catholic and Jesuit 
school, in the way our students learn, 
in the way cura personalis is practiced 
every day, in the way we share our 
faith together, and simply in the way 
we treat each other.

“The journey” in our school leads 
our students to a world beyond Jesuit, 
one filled with blessings and struggles 
and joys and disappointments. Have 
we as educators and parents given our 
students the experiences, background, 
guidance, example, and opportunities 
to navigate this new world? Most 

John gladstone and mike schwab ‘86 at mike’s farewell reception on november 30, 2011. mike 
recently stepped down as Jesuit’s vice President of development after five years of service to the school.  



alumni and their families continue to 
come home. Their journeys have not 
ended.

As we look at the transitions 
which have occurred of late—Sandy 
Satterberg’s announcement that 
she will be stepping down after 15 
superb years in a very demanding and 
critically important role in our school, 
the retirement of Fr. Bill Hayes, S.J. 
from his work in development, the 
transition of the principal office’s  
“home base” to new Dieringer, etc.—
we need to thank and recognize Mike 
Schwab ‘86 for all that he did in his 
role as Jesuit’s vice president for 
development for the past five years. 
We certainly thank Mike and wish him 
the very best in his new work as we 
welcome Andy Asato to Jesuit as our 
new Vice President of Development. 

We continue to be blessed.

Sincerely,

John J. Gladstone
President
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Jesuit students take in the historic sites on their fall 2011 trip to Washington, d.c. Twenty-four JHs 
students participated in a gathering of Jesuit universities and high schools from around the united 
states focused on justice education and advocacy. on the trip, students met with staff from the 
oregon congressional delegation to advocate for such issues as immigration reform, fair trade, and 
fair labor practices. 

students find solidarity on Capitol Hill

For more inFormation visit
www.jesuitportland.org/alumniweekend
or call 503-291-5414

all alumni are invited!

classes oF ‘62, ‘67, ‘72, ‘77,
‘82, ‘87, ‘92, ‘97, ‘02, and ‘07 
will be honored.

september 13-15, 2012

alumni



continue the science program, they would need the grant. 
With the help of the Jesuit community, the idea was 
selected to compete for a $5000 grant amongst hundreds of 
other ideas. After getting votes from students, teachers, and 
family friends, their idea placed 16th out of the possible 20 
spots. 

“It amazed me how many people came up to me on 
the first day of December and asked if we won and told me 
they’d been voting all along,” added Raizada. “The Jesuit 
community gave us a huge amount of support. I don’t 
think we’d have gotten the grant without its help.”

They plan on using the grant to set up the classroom 
with a projector and to purchase Vernier probes, lab 
notebooks for all the students, safety supplies, and science 
kits. Once the period to spend the grant is over, they will 
report back to Pepsi on the impact the project has had on 
the community and its importance in the students’ lives.

“I am so thankful to be a part of this program; it’s 
amazing to see the kids learn and grow,” said Walker. 

If anyone in the Jesuit community would like to help 
teach students science at Portland After School Tennis and 
Education, Inc. on Mondays from 3:00-5:00 pm, contact 
any of the leaders. They are always looking for enthusiastic 
teachers. 

Appeared in the February 2012 Issue of the Jesuit Crusader.

Potter Lays Down Unprecedented 
Legacy at Jesuit 
By kerry egers, PorTlAnd TriBune (mAr 11, 2012)
PAmPlin mediA grouP, coPyrigHT 2012

Somehow, some way, Gene Potter has flown beneath 
the radar in the pantheon of great high school basketball 
coaches in our state’s history.

After Jesuit’s 52-42 victory over Lake Oswego for the 
Oregon 6A championship Saturday night at the Rose 
Garden, you could make a case for Potter being the greatest 
of them all.

This was Potter’s sixth title in 20 years as head coach 
at Jesuit and an unprecedented fourth in a row—a minor 
miracle considering how hard it is to win even one.

I know. Jesuit—a private school blessed with great 
resources and an abundance of strong students and athletes 

students Win $5,000 Pepsi Grant 
for Unique science Project
By Allie HusAri ‘13

The science programs at Jesuit are academically cohesive 
and expertly taught. Have you ever thought what it would 
be like if Jesuit didn’t teach science? 

Meghana Rao ’14 visited the Portland After School 
Tennis and Education, Inc. over the summer to teach tennis 
and tutor kids, but she never thought she would make a 
huge difference. After enjoying her time with the kids, Rao 
became interested in what the kids do during the school 
year. 

“When I saw that they did not have a very thorough 
science program, I was very shocked,” said Rao. “I decided 
to start an after school science program for them. With the 
help of my fellow teachers, Ellen Walker ’13, Tara Raizada 
’13, Saloni Shah ’12 and Samir Shah ’15, we started 
teaching! We write the lessons and all!”

The five students wanted to get the kids interested 
in hands-on science that applies to problems the world 
is currently facing. They wanted to show them that they 
could begin to be part of the solution to these problems 
through science.

“Since the majority of the students we teach come 
from struggling families, they are not aware of the different 
professions in the science world and how they are capable 
of pursuing any of these careers,” stated Rao. “Ultimately, 
I wanted to spark an interest and genuine curiosity among 
these kids to empower them to pursue their education and 
to find something they love.”

The Pepsi Refresh project was introduced to them in 
August, and Rao applied knowing that to improve and 

Campus Corner
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saloni shah ‘12, Tara raizada ‘13, fitsum dejene ‘13, samir shah ‘15,
ellen Walker ‘13, sameen meshkin ‘13, and meghana rao ‘14 worked as a 
team to bring science to underprivileged elementary school students.

“Ultimately, i wanted to spark 
an interest and genuine curiosity 
among these kids to empower them 
to pursue their education and to 
find something they love.”     
              - meghana rao ‘14



—has an advantage over most schools.
And Potter has been blessed with some outstanding 

players over the years, beginning with Mike Dunleavy and 
continuing with Josh and Seth Tarver, Stephen Holt and 
Kyle Wiltjer.

This season, though, there were no Division I talents on 
Jesuit’s roster. Potter still navigated the Crusaders through 
the minefield that is the Metro League’s regular season and 
past playoff foes Gresham, Sheldon, David Douglas, North 
Medford and finally Lake Oswego to the pinnacle.

“People always have thought he has just had great 
players,” said Lake Oswego coach Mark Shoff, who lost to 
Potter in the 2005 state championship game before winning 
the title the next season. “He showed this year what kind of 
a coach he is. His players were good, but not great.”

Nobody else in the 93-year history of Oregon prep 
basketball has won six in the highest classification. Dick 
Gray, who won five at Benson from 1971-90, came the 
closest. John Warren won four with Astoria from 1930-35.

I’d put Barney Holland (three), Mike Doherty (three), 
Nick Robertson (two), Barry Adams (two) and John Roche 
(two) on the short list of the premier coaches over the past 
50 years. None of them earned as many titles as Potter.

Potter, incidentally, almost has seven. His Crusaders 
lost in overtime to Tigard in the 2002 title game.

I’m pretty sure none of his peers among our basketball 
coaching legends coached football, too—at least for as long 
as Potter.

That’s right. Potter, 47, coaches linebackers and running 
backs for his brother, Ken, who is beginning to lag behind 
his younger brother with only three state crowns on his 
resume.

“I don’t know how he does it,” said Ken, 53, head coach 
of the Crusaders the past 25 years. “He’s coaching football, 
then he leaves practice and runs in and coaches basketball, 

too.”
Gene’s not thinking about ducking out on football any 

time soon, either.
“I probably wouldn’t be welcome at Christmas if I 

didn’t continue to coach football,” he said with a laugh. 
“My dinner table would be in the next room.”

The Potters’ coaching roots run deep. Their father, 
George, coached football, basketball and baseball for 40 
years at Centralia, Wash., High. Gene was a sophomore 
safety and receiver on a state championship team coached 
by his father.

“My senior year, we lost the state championship 
basketball game in four overtimes,” Gene said. “I was so 
close. I think that that helps drive me a little bit now.”

George Potter—who turns 87 next week—was courtside 
in a wheelchair as Jesuit’s championship medals were passed 
out late Saturday night. He was a proud papa, indeed.

“Gene has done a great job with that program,” the 
senior Potter said. “He knows how to coach high school 
basketball, that’s for sure.”

The Potters have gone about laying a pretty impressive 
coaching legacy.

“It’s in our blood,” Gene said. “We like competing and 
helping young men feel what it’s like to be on a team. 

“There’s nothing better than being on a high school 
team, where guys are willing to sacrifice for one another 
and understand that concept of giving up of yourself for 
others.”

For Gene and Ken, there was much to learn from their 
father.

“He taught us how to work with kids, to work your tail 
off and be the best you can and don’t worry about all the 
stuff that doesn’t make much difference,” Ken said. “Gene 
and I both believe in trying to get the most out of the kids, 
but we don’t do too much. He doesn’t do a whole lot of 
stuff in the offseason; I don’t, either. Our dad taught us 
you can get it done if you work really hard in season while 
you’re in the program.”

Ken and Gene arrived at Jesuit together in 1988. Gene 
had just graduated from Western Washington and did his 
student teaching during Ken’s first year as head football 
coach. Five years later, Gene became the head basketball 
coach, all the while serving as an assistant in football. Ken 
serves as a counselor at the school. Gene teaches math.

“I tell everyone, I’m in the luckiest situation 
imaginable,” Gene says, “to be able to see my brother at 
work every day.”

His brother feels the same way.
“For the last 25 years we’ve taught and coached 

together,” Ken says. “I love my brother beyond words. As 
you can tell, he’s a phenomenal coach. I couldn’t be more 
proud of him.”
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coach gene Potter, in his 25th year at Jesuit, has accumulated over 400 
wins and brought home six state titles, including this year. Photo by claude 
Pelletier.



The album was produced through Burgerville Records 
branching off of the new Burgerville Radio playing in their 
chains throughout the region. The 10 dollar album is sold 
exclusively at Burgerville restaurants. 

“I had just written a series of swampy, tongue-in-cheek, 
sad, hopeful songs,” said Barteletti. “I brought rough demos 
to (musician) Rob Stroup for his opinion.” 

Mr. Barteletti worked among many teachers who are 
still at Jesuit today and he inspired many by his teaching 
style and ability to form bonds with his students.

“Rob Barteletti was a very talented and well-loved 
teacher of both English and Theology departments,” said 
Mr. Hogan. “He was really able to reach kids. He developed 
the Problems of Faith class and wrote a lot of the book that 
Mr. Allen still uses.” 

Along with his strong teaching abilitites, Barteletti has 
a memorable personality. He also worked with Mrs. Kim 
Bastable, who was always inspired by his personality.

“He’s super kind and a very approachable kind of 
person,” said Mrs. Bastable.

Mr. Barteletti was diagnosed with early onset Parkinson’s 
disease in 2002, but decided to continue teaching at Jesuit 
until 2007, retiring after 31 years. Although this disease 
can be very difficult to deal with, Mr. Barteletti did not lose 
hope and did not stop fighting.

In 2005, he decided to write songs for CDs before his 
disease took away his ability to write like he wants to. He 
also created a benefit concert called The Shakers Ball to 
benefit Parkinson’s awarness. 

Although he has been battling Parkinson’s, Mr. Barteletti 
has always kept fighting to help people become aware of 
the effects of Parkinson’s and how people can help.

“Over the past few years, my musical skills have 
diminished, but it’s as if my songwriting has been set free 
by the disease. This fills me with hope and inspiration. My 
dream is to see the day when a cure can be found for this 
insidious, relentless disease.”

Barteletti proves that even Parkinson’s cannot stop his 
creative spirit from inspiring others who are dealing with 
the same disease.

Appeared in the February 2012 Issue of the Jesuit Crusader.

Hit the spotlight
By mAddy kinsmAn ‘12

Each year One Acts gives Jesuit students a way to 
channel their inner director and to show what they can 
bring to Jesuit’s drama program.

Directing the One Acts this year are seniors Sean 
Connell, Emma Onasch, and Drew Schmidt. They 
spent their summer selecting engaging and entertaining 
combinations of short plays to be performed in the close 
setting of the Black Box Theatre.

Campus Corner
Shoff speaks with admiration for his long-time 

adversary.
“Gene is such a professional,” he said. “He’s ethical. 

He’s one of the quality guys in coaching in our state. He 
doesn’t get the credit he deserves. He doesn’t have the ego. 
He’s genuine. I have the utmost respect for him.”

The fun part of it, Potter said, has been in convincing 
his players to work together toward a common goal.

“You look at Kyle Wiltjer, what he could have done if 
he wanted to just do it for himself,” Potter said. “You can go 
through the list of young men I’ve been fortunate enough 
to coach who were more than willing to do what the team 
had to have done to win a championship. If I can get that 
message across to kids—that’s what it’s all about.”

Coaching, though, is only part of life for Potter, who 
with wife Lisa has a pair of daughters at Oregon State and 
an eighth-grade son.

“If I could write my own epitaph,” he said, “I’d much 
rather people say, ‘He was a great father and husband, and 
he showed young men what that it was like to share and 
sacrifice for one another.’ ”

Potter’s credentials would surely get him a shot at a 
college job and a much higher salary. Instead, he’ll likely stay 
at Jesuit and continue putting together the most successful 
resume in Oregon’s high school basketball annals.

“I love where I am,” he said. “I love what I do. I get 
out of bed every morning excited about going to work. 
I’m not going to roll the dice on that maybe being the 
case somewhere else. I’m pretty content in what I do for a 
living.”

That’s good for the Crusaders, and for prep basketball 
in our state. 

music for Parkinson’s
By kATHerine BenedicT ‘13, sHeA morgAn ‘14

Former Jesuit teacher Rob Barteletti has recently come 
out with an album 
called “The Shakers’ 
Sessions,” containing 
songs written by local 
Portland musicians. 
All proceeds of 
this album will 
go to the Brian 
Grant Foundation. 
The Brian Grant 
Foundation is based 
on the promise to be 

a resource for people with Parkinson’s.  
The album includes many Northwest musicians 

including Barteletti’s former Jesuit students, Nick Peets ‘96, 
and Bart Ferguson ‘84.
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 “Oh my goodness it was so difficult,” said Onasch 
about the selection process. “Drew, Sean and I all read 
through tons of plays before we actually picked the ones 
that would be performed. When you read the right play, 
you just know it’s the one.” 

“It took me a very long time having to go through 
really bad plays. I had one in mind but I decided I would 
read through just one last book of plays. I got to the very 
last play in the book and fell in love with it; it’s exactly 
what I wanted,” said Connell.

This year, each senior took a different approach to grab 
the audience’s attention and make it entertaining. 

“Well, my show’s a comedy,” said Onasch.
“I am very excited!” said Connell. “There are a lot of 

fresh new faces that will be performing and all three of the 
shows are very intriguing and will grab your attention.”

Once the One Acts are in full swing the directors can 
take the time to relax and enjoy what they have produced, 
but until then, it’s hard work helping performers get ready. 

“I’m absolutely thrilled! I’m blessed to have a wonderful 
cast, and I am learning so much. To get to see this show 
grow from its humble beginnings as a table reading to 
opening night is simply a delight, and to get to work with 
two close friends as fellow directors—I just can’t imagine 
anything better!” said Onasch.

 Student Directed One Acts are exactly that: Student 
Directed. It takes a lot of effort and ability for Emma, Sean 
and Drew to produce these One Acts all on their own 
without help from Drama Directors Jeff Hall and Elaine 
Kloser. A lot is expected from these Student Directors, but 
they are chosen because they can get the job done.

“Every year has been successful, and this year should be 
no exception,” said Drama Co-Director Mr. Jeff Hall. “Drew, 
Sean, and Emma are very dedicated and focused, and each 
has found a play that they are very interested in working 

with.”  
“It’s all about student-created work,” said Mr. Hall. 
The One Acts promise to be worth the time to go see 

and will be eventful for the One Act staff and the audience. 
Appeared in the December 2011 Issue of the Jesuit Crusader.

The season of Giving at JHs
By dreW demArco ‘12

We can, can you? The challenge was presented to the 
Jesuit student body in the 2011 Food Drive. 

As a school, Jesuit has pledged to donate canned and 
non-perishable items to approximately 350 families.  Jesuit 
also pledged to suport 61 adopt-a-families. The excess 
food will be donated to St. Vincent DePaul and other 
organizations that help feed the marginalized. 

Over the past five years, Jesuit has raised about $25,000 
for agencies that fight hunger such as St. Vincent DePaul, 
the Downtown chapel and Blanchet House. 

The Jesuit Alumni Food Drive starts Friday, Dec. 16, 
and they are expected to deliver to approximately 1,200 
families.  The objective behind the Alumni Food Drive is 
to distribute one box of food per family, which is why they 
will deliver to so many families.  Both of these food drives 
are important and both work toward helping families who 
are struggling during the holiday season. 

Mr. Powers does all of the challenging behind-the-
scenes work. He helps set up the assembly and organizes 
numerous committees that arrange signs and advertisement, 
assign driving routes, deliver perishable items, and organize 
special events.  

“I really work with the first period teachers and believe 
they are the unsung heroes of the Food Drive,” said Mr. 
Powers. “They are willing to give up class time and cajole 
and organize their classrooms to help make this food drive 
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students stack the tower of food during december 2010’s annual food 
drive. Photo by madison rich ‘13.

stage manager mackenzie Joseph ‘12 and directors sean connell ‘12, 
emma onasch ‘12, and drew schmidt ‘12, contributed their outstanding 
talents to the one Acts this year. Photo by Jeff Hall.



effective.”
Two students heading up the distribution committee 

for the food drive are Lillie Pelletier ‘12 and Michael 
Gilbert ‘12. They are excited to try and canvass to reach 
our largest goal of 480 families.    

“I get a lot of holiday joy and happiness seeing the 
whole student body participating. You don’t find this at 
any other school,” said Gilbert.

 Pelletier believes the Jesuit sense of community makes 
the food drive so effective each year.

“The whole school works together for a cause bigger 
than ourselves. It is the Christmas spirit in all of us that gets 
us excited to go out and help others.”

The designer of this year’s food drive t-shirt is Anna 
Mai ‘12. She based the design on her past experiences and 
the spirit that the Jesuit Food Drive symbolizes.   

“I wanted to come up with a slogan that was catchy and 
that encapsulated the spirit of unity and the encouragement 
to participate that I feel are important aspects of the Drive,” 
expressed Mai.

The t-shirts also sport a symbol of a heart that Mai 
placed there for a special reason. 

“I think that at the heart of the food drive is a deep sense 
of caring and a love for all those around us, for all those in 
the greater community of which the Jesuit community is 
only a small piece,” said Mai.

The Jesuit Food Drive helps improve the Christmas 
season for many families. Jesuit students will rise to the 
challenge and show they won’t stop at “can do,” but will 
do.

Appeared in the December 2011 Issue of the Jesuit Crusader.

Campus Corner

• 10 •

(Below) members of the state championship mock Trial gold Team: natalie 
Johnson ‘13, claire Pahlmeyer ‘14, saloni shah ‘12, colin dunn ‘12, sarah 
freepons ‘12, conor Hogan ‘12, christina gill ‘12, kirby Bell ‘12, Patrick 
roy ‘12, and Jacquelyn ulum ‘13. 

mock Trial Team Places first in 
state!

Congratulations to Jesuit High School’s Gold Mock 
Trial Team for placing first in state on March 16-17, 2012.

The JHS Green and Gold teams finished at the top 
of the Multnomah County Regionals and made it to the 
State championship last weekend at the Hatfield Federal 
Courthouse. There are about 70 teams in the state, and 
over 1,000 competitors. The State championship included 
18 teams from around the state, including places such as 
Baker, Medford, and Grants Pass.

The State Champ Gold team is comprised of (left to 
right in photo below):

Natalie Johnson ‘13, Claire Pahlmeyer ‘14, Saloni 
Shah ‘12, Colin Dunn ‘12, Sarah Freepons ‘12, Conor 
Hogan ‘12, Christina Gill ‘12, Kirby Bell ‘12, Patrick Roy 
‘12, and Jacquelyn Ulum, 13. 

There are also five attorney-coaches, plus Chris Smart 
(Vice Principal of Student Life) and Paul Hogan (Vice 
Principal of Academics). The attorney coaches are all Jesuit 
parents (past or present), and they have been working 
with the Mock Trial students on Tuesdays, weekends, and 
throughout the competitions.

Congratulations to all of these young mocksters. They 
put in an enormous amount of work since October. The 
Gold team beat six of the top teams in the state in head-to-
head competition over the past two weeks, in front of local 
judges, lawyers, and educators. During the trials themselves 
the students are on their own: for almost two hours, they 
cannot even have eye contact with coaches. They have to 
argue, make and respond to objections, and generally think 
on their feet for about two hours each round.

The Gold Team qualified for Nationals, which will be 
held in Albuquerque, New Mexico, on May 3-6, 2012.



Don Clarke, Director of Campus 
ministry Extraordinaire, reaches his 
100th Junior Encounter!

In the fall of 1995, Don Clarke arrived at Jesuit High 
School and took over the Campus Ministry Program. With 
him he brought new ideas and new plans, especially for 
the Enounter Program. One of the big changes of which 
the school was particularly mindful was to keep the men’s 
and women’s Encounters the same, and the fledgling (and 
somewhat “dicey”) Coed Encounter. 

When I returned from the February 2012 Men’s 
Encounter, I had the opportunity to talk to Dick ‘61 and 
Gloria Gedrose, whose grandson, Alex Gedrose ‘13, had just 
made his Encounter. Dick recalled a discussion he had with 
Don about beginning the Coed Encounters. At the end of 
the discussion it was decided that Don would go on every 
single Encounter (coed and men’s/women’s) to ensure that 
everything would be consistent. 

This past February marked the 100th straight Encounter 
for Don. As one of his former Rectors (ACE Encounter, or 
#6), I want to thank Doj for all he has done for the school 
and our students who have been touched so deeply by the 
Campus Ministry Program and his work. Here is to #100 
and, as his wife Mary Jo said, on to #101 this weekend!

Educator Spotlight
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Photo at left: The April 1996 encounter leaders (missing melissa miksch). 
from row: don clarke, shannon gilronan, renee schreck, and Ted rask. 
Back row: J.B. skopil, Brendan o’dell, catherine, konigk, nick Peets, 
kristin Jorge, and John Andreas. fr. david olivier, s.J. in the background.

The february 2012 sophomore overnight retreat. mr. clarke has touched 
many lives during his 16 years at Jesuit High school.

Liz Kaempf: march 
Educator of the month

In her five years at JHS, Liz Kaempf 
has become an invaluable member 
of our PE/Health Department and a 
mentor to many students.

Ms. Kaempf is a creative and 
dynamic teacher who relates very well to her students and 
gets them to feel how much she loves them. In her Health 

classes, Ms. Kaempf addresses important subjects such as 
sexuality and drug and alcohol use. In freshman PE and 
Aerobics, Ms. Kaempf strikes the balance between keeping 
it challenging and keeping it fun.

“Liz Kaempf is the epitome of a teacher who cares about 
her students and who seeks to bring practical life lessons to 
them,” says one of her colleagues. “Liz truly cares about 
the health and well-being of her students. She wants the 
best for her students and in the process encourages them to 
make wise, healthy decisions for their lives.”

By JoHn AndreAs ‘96, JHs HisTory TeAcHer

Dear faculty, staff, alums and Parents, 

i know that our students get a gift when they go on any of the 

retreats we hold at Jesuit. While the Encounter is shrouded in 

some secrecy, it is an opportunity to recognize the presence of 

God in one’s life. We can only imagine what would happen if 

these experiences were not an exception but the norm for all 

children as they grow into adulthood. our students get a chance 

at this for which 99+% of the world does not. i am realizing that 

having attended so many of these significant events for so many 

and then being thanked for that, that i am in an even smaller 

percentage of people who get to experience that moment in 

their lives. i am extremely grateful and certainly acknowledge 

God’s blessing of love.

             ~ Don Clarke

Thank You!
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Last summer I traveled to Japan with 48 U.S. teachers 
on the Japan-U.S. Teacher Exchange Program for Education 
for Sustainable Development (ESD). Earlier that year, 48 
Japanese teachers traveled to the United States for a similar 
purpose: to learn about ESD efforts in the host country 
and to strength ESD curricula in both countries. Perhaps 
like me, you’d never heard of Education for Sustainable 
Development before. As you will read, Education Sustainable 
Development goes much deeper than recycling or turning 
off light switches. 

Sustainable Development means meeting the needs 
of the present without compromising those of future 
generations. According to the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), sustainable 
development is a vision of development that integrates 
“concerns such as poverty reduction, gender equality, 
human rights, education for all, health, human security 
and intercultural dialogue.” 

Over and over again, Jesuit’s goal to educate students 
who are committed to doing justice came to mind as I 
thought about what sustainable development means and 
how we can help our students learn about it. The Jesuit 
idea of cura personalis, or care for the person, is at the heart 

of sustainable development. The 
Millennium Development Goal 
posters hanging in our cafeteria 
remind students daily that they are 
part of a global community and that 
their decisions impact whether or 
not someone in another part of the 
world is able to live with dignity. 
Sustainable development has to do 
with people—not just the earth’s 
resources. It goes beyond thinking 
of ourselves and encourages us 
to be active participants in our 
communities

Education for Sustainable 
Development (ESD) is “a vision 
of education that seeks to balance 
human and economic well-being 
with cultural traditions and respect 
for the earth’s natural resources.” 
(UNESCO). ESD also “aims to help 
people to develop the attitudes, 
skills, perspectives and knowledge 
to make informed decisions and 
act upon them for the benefit of 
themselves and others, now and in 
the future.” (UNESCO) 

While attending conferences in 
San Francisco and in Kobe, Japan, 
the 96 Japanese and U.S. teachers in 
this program focused on four vital 
areas of ESD: food and sustainable 
nutrition; environment; energy 
and resources; and international 
understanding and cooperation. 

We are nearing the end of the Decade of Education 
for Sustainable Development (DESD), a decade the United 
Nations has set aside with the aim of mobilizing “the 
educational resources of the world to help create a more 
sustainable future.” What would it look like to educate for a 
more sustainable future? UNESCO gives us some questions 
to ponder as we consider how to answer that question: 

•  What if every person benefited from an education 
promoting development that is environmentally sound, 
socially equitable, culturally sensitive and economically 
just?

•  What if learning was about knowledge and also 
about doing, being, interacting with others and changing 
the world?

•  What if formal learning was enjoyable, hands-on 
and relevant to life outside school while addressing the 
problems of our world?

•  What if every person benefited from genuine learning 
opportunities throughout life, in the workplace, and within 
the community?

•  What if education systems prepared learners to enter 
the workforce as well as handle a crisis, be resilient, become 

A Teacher’s Perspective 
Japan-us Teacher exchange Program for esd   
By Jennie courniA ‘97, PHysics TeAcHer And susTAinABiliTy commiTTee cHAir 

Jennie cournia ‘97 participated in a Japanese calligraphy lesson in a 
4th grade classroom.
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responsible citizens, adapt to change, recognize and solve 
local problems with global roots, meet other cultures with 
respect, and create a peaceful and sustainable society?

When I read through these questions and think about 
preparing my students to be global citizens and leaders in 
the 21st century, I have a renewed sense of focus. Our main 
goal as a Jesuit institution is to create “Men and Women 
for Others,” students who know how to problem solve, to 
think beyond their own homes and communities and who 
are empowered to heed Ignatius’ call to “go forth and set 
the world on fire.” 

In my Japanese host city of Kanazawa, the Board of 
Education adopted a similar goal, one that I found to be 
very Jesuit in nature: nurturing generous hearts within 
their students. The Board of Education accomplished this 
through a “bonds education” approach, not monetary 
school bonds, but connections. The Kanazawa school 
system teaches its students to foster bonds with the local 
society and culture, nature and the global community. We 
saw this three-fold focus form the foundation in all levels 
of education in Kanazawa—from elementary schools to 
universities. 

Split into three groups of 16 teachers, each group of 
U.S. teachers had the opportunity to visit different Japanese 
cities with different areas of ESD focus. My group traveled 
to Kanazawa where our time focused on cultural education. 
Other groups traveled to Nagasaki and Soja to learn about 
peace education and environmental education, respectively.

Although pleasantly surprised that we would get to 
learn about Japanese culture, I did not expect it to fall 
under the umbrella of ESD. As we practiced Japanese 
calligraphy, tried our hand at Kaga Yuzen (silk dyeing), took 

Taiko drumming lessons, and learned about traditional 
handicrafts of Kanazawa, the city’s “bonds education” 
philosophy made more sense. To understand others, we 
must first know ourselves. Each school we visited did an 
excellent job of tying lessons and activities into the local 
and global communities, helping students relate to them 
on a personal level. 

The idea of community surfaced often throughout our 
time in Japan. Visiting the country just three and a half 
months after the devastating tsunami in Sendai and the 
Fukishima nuclear disaster meant that some of the Japanese 
teachers we met had lost their homes, their schools and 
a sense of normalcy. The resilience of the Japanese people 
was astounding and inspiring. It was not until this visit to 
Japan that I realized just how much the Japanese people 
have gone through in the last 70 years: war, devastating 
earthquakes, tsunamis and more. Each of these events has 
helped shape the Japanese people into the culture they are 
today and the country focuses on educating their youth 
about these events. 

At one of the elementary schools we visited, the 6th 
graders invited us to listen to an English presentation 
about their recent trip to Hiroshima. As we sat in the 
audience listening to them describe the events leading 
up to Hiroshima, the effects of the atomic bomb, and the 
symptoms of leukemia, there was not a dry eye in the room. 
Although I had gone into this trip with a vague idea of what 
ESD was, I left with a clear picture: ESD teaches our students 
to be global citizens with compassionate hearts who seek to 
find solutions to global and local issues in a respectful and 
just manner. 

What does this mean for us at Jesuit High School in 
Portland, Oregon? How can we form bonds with our local 
community, nature and the global community? One way is 
through our most recent acceptance as an Oregon Green 
School (OGS). To be an OGS, we conducted a school-wide 
waste audit last spring and set attainable and measurable 
waste reduction goals for the school in the areas of 
garbage, recycling, energy, and water. 

In the coming year, we hope to take our OGS certification 
to the next level and become an Oregon Green School of Merit. 
To do so, we will increase our recycling and waste reduction 
efforts on campus and mentor another school in their OGS 
application process. As members of our community, we 
welcome your suggestions for ways Jesuit can become 
more sustainable and committed to ESD as we educate our 
students to be leaders in the 21st century.
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Green strides at JHs

Jennie cournia and other Japanese teachers enjoyed a traditional meal.

students at an elementary school performed a traditional korean fan 
dance.



Our 460-year-old Ignatian tradition of educating young 
people encompasses what we believe as educators and what 
we celebrate as a community. At Jesuit High School, we 
believe education is a heroic journey. For 32 years, Sandy 
Satterberg has participated in and led a community of 
educators to form young men and women who will be of 
service to others and leaders of the future. 

In June 2012, Sandy Satterberg will retire as principal 
of Jesuit High School. She is a visionary who has nurtured 
the educational and spiritual lives of an estimated 27,450 
students and faculty. As Jesuit’s first woman principal and 
the first lay female principal at any Jesuit school in the 
U.S., Sandy has fostered excellence while ensuring that the 
principles of a Jesuit education remain alive and applicable 
to the modern world. She will be deeply missed, and her 
legacy will be enduring.

During her 32 years at Jesuit, Sandy served as math 
teacher, mathematics department chair, academic vice-
principal, and principal. 

Her reputation as an outstanding teacher is widely 
known. Sandy started at Jesuit as a math teacher in 1980 
after being hired on the spot during her first interview, and 
became the math department chair in 1981. 

Since 1980, Sandy has taught all levels of math at 
Jesuit from Introduction to Algebra through Calculus II. 

Her colleagues named Sandy Teacher of the Year in 
1987 and 1991. In 2011, 94% of Jesuit students taking the 
advanced placement test in Calculus BC scored 3 points or 
higher; 56% of students taking the Calculus AB test scored 
3 points or higher.

In 1992, Sandy became the academic vice-principal 
and remained in the classroom to continue her work with 
students and to deepen her understanding of the daily 
faculty experience. 

Since becoming principal in 1997, Sandy has 
continued to teach one math class, all-the-while leading 
Jesuit to a historic level of all-around excellence.

“We’ve become much clearer on what it means to 
be ‘college-prep,’” says Sandy. Consider these impressive 
statistics: on average 99% of Jesuit students go on to 
four-year colleges, 35% of students taking the advanced 
placement tests scored a perfect 5. In 2010-2011, the 
average SAT score for a Jesuit student was a 581 on the 
verbal test and 595 on the math test, both much higher 
than the national and state averages.

Sandy’s influence at Jesuit reaches far beyond the 
classroom. One of her greatest achievements has been 
her continuing leadership in incorporating the Ignatian 
Identity philosophy into all aspects of life at Jesuit. She 
believes these principles set Jesuit apart from other high 

schools; and she has worked tirelessly 
over the years to make sure Jesuit’s 
teachers taught, thought, and walked 
with the paradigm in mind.  

Perhaps Sandy’s most impactful 
attribute is her conviction that there is 
more to forming students than what 
happens in the classroom. Over 600 
students are now involved in the Jesuit 
Commitment Program, which Sandy 

created and which is now in its fourth year. 
“I am proud of what Jesuit has become—it’s been an 

almost magical experience,” says Sandy. “It would not have 
happened without the help of so many talented people 
committed to the school.” 

At a school like Jesuit, many hands, hearts, and minds 
are necessary if that school is to reach excellence in all 
areas. Certainly Jesuit has been blessed over the years by 
the work of many wonderful administrators, teachers, and 
staff members. In my humble opinion, Sandy Satterberg is 
an exemplary leader who has taught us by example to be 
the school we are today. We owe her an enormous debt of 
gratitude.

When she retires from the principal position in June, 
Sandy and Rod, her husband of 51 years and staunchest 
supporter, plan to spend part of next summer traveling 
throughout Italy and Switzerland and hiking in the Alps. 
Sandy will return to Jesuit in fall 2012 to teach two math 
classes and renew the journey she began at Jesuit 32 years 
ago. We are blessed and thankful.

Celebrating Sandy 
sandy satterberg Will retire as Principal in June
leTTer To JesuiT HigH scHool communiTy from JoHn glAdsTone, PresidenT

President John gladstone and Principal sandy satterberg
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The community of Jesuit priests, brothers and 
scholastics have been a defining presence at Jesuit High 
School from its founding. We have served as teachers, 
administrators, maintenance staff, librarians, coaches, 
chaplains, sacramental ministers and many many other 
roles in the mission and ministry of the this wonderful 
school.  

While our contribution has been many and varied 
through the years, we have always seen our primary service 
as one of love and care for all those we have been sent to 
serve. Our pastoral care for you all is taken very seriously by 
the Jesuits here at the school.

As Jesuits, we gain our daily strength, purpose and 
guidance from the daily celebration of the Eucharist. At this 
daily community celebration we take great care to bring the 
needs, joys and sorrows of the JHS family, as far as we know 
them, to the sacrifice of the Mass. We truly offer those cares 
and concerns with all our hearts.

On behalf of the fathers and scholastics of the Canisius 
Jesuit Community at JHS, I would like to encourage anyone 

message from the superior
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members of the Jesuit community at Jesuit High school. Back row (left to right): mr. ryan rallanka, s.J., fr. larry robinson, s.J.  fr. Paul grubb, s.J., mr. 
Patrick couture, s.J., fr. craig  Boly, s.J., and fr. ed mcTighe, s.J.  front row (left to right): fr. kevin clarke, s.J., fr. Tom mccarthy, s.J. fr. Bill Hayes, s.J., 
and fr. Jk Adams, s.J.

who has a special intention, no matter its nature, to 
give a call to Cathy Raimondi or Nancy Martin, DeSmet 
Receptionists, at (503) 292-2663. Your intention will be 
offered at the mass of the Jesuits.

We truly love you all, and we take very seriously our 
responsibility to hold you in our hearts as we celebrate the 
the sacrament of our salvation!

With a deep and heartfelt love,

AMDG,

Fr. J.K. Adams, S.J.
Superior at Jesuit High School



• 16 •

The Jesuit Schools National 
Diversity Conference was held 
November 10-13, 2011, in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado. Thirteen Jesuit 
schools from across the nation 
converged at the La Foret Conference 
and Retreat Center following a tour 
and visit to Regis Jesuit High and Regis 
University in Denver, Colorado. The 
theme of this year’s conference, which 
takes place every three years, was 
“Opening our Hearts.”  

Aysa Andresen ‘12, Eileen 
Heilman ‘12, Jimmy Holland ‘12, 
Christopher Usi ‘13 and Alexandra 
Husari ‘13 were Jesuit High School 
representatives. The students were 
quickly immersed in discussions 
regarding religious diversity at our 
Jesuit schools, race, and sexual orientation. The conference 
gave students the opportunity to share different opinions, 
become more enlightened regarding others’ opinions, and 
become more open-minded.

the following reflections were written after the 
conference by a student and faculty member who attended.

Conference reflections
Every day I’ve been sitting down in 

front of my computer thinking, “What 
am I going to write about?” It’s been 
a whole week and I still have no clue 
how to sum up the visits to the schools, 
the bus ride, La Foret, the friends, the 
colloquialisms, the cabin, the games, 
the talks, the lectures, the movies, the 
great people, the tears, the hugs. The 
list goes on. It’s hard to sum all that 
up and I can’t write about everything 
because it shouldn’t be defined by a 
measly paper. What I will talk about is 
more of how it affected me. 

In my eyes this wasn’t a conference, 
rather a retreat. I lost track of time and 
immersed myself in the experience. 
I’ve gained the confidence to use some 

of my leadership attributes while also gaining new ones. 
Often during a discussion my thoughts are shackled in my 
head and not allowed to see the light of day. This “retreat” 
allowed me to unlock the restraints and let my thoughts be 
heard.      

A Retreat for the Heart 
By elAine forde, diversiTy direcTor

christopher usi ‘13 plays the ukulele at the 
conference liturgy. Photo by elaine forde.

Diversity Update

Jesuit High school students enjoyed their tour of regis High school in denver, colorado. The tour kicked off the national student diversity conference for 
Jesuit schools in november 2011. Pictured are Jimmy Holland ‘12, christopher usi ‘13, eileen Heilman ‘12, Aysa Andresen ‘12, and Allie Husari ‘13. 
Photo by elaine forde.
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The thing that surprised me was the positive feedback 
I received from my peers. I never really tried to put myself 
out there, but I felt like my voice was heard. I’m intrinsically 
shy but yet I got to know everybody on that trip. I pushed 
myself and made friends I thought I wouldn’t have made in 
that amount of time. 

At Mass the most surprising thing occurred. I was 
stressed because I had to lead the music (thanks, Mrs. Forde!) 
and started getting nervous when others were late to the 
practice I asked them to attend. So in response I gathered 
everyone I knew to help me in the choir. Without question 
they were more than happy to sing and help me out. They 
also noticed how stressed I was and they supported me and 
said, “you know this,” or “you’re so talented don’t even 
worry.” Later on in the Mass I started to cry, trying very 
hard to conceal it. I’ve never felt so much support by friends 
in my life. Every moment I cherished and appreciated. I feel 
not only humbled but exalted. 

Being thankful to everyone who was a part of that 
conference is not enough. I hope this experience is one of 
many that Jesuit students across the nation will be able to 
have. This for sure was that of kairos: that which cannot be 
defined by time.                             

                                                      ~Christopher Usi ‘13

Christopher Usi ’13 is very involved in the Fine Arts Program 
and Campus Ministry at Jesuit High School. Along with taking 
AP/Honors Math and Science classes, he is a member of Chamber 
Choir, on the cast of Singin’ in the Rain, plays guitar in Jesuit’s 
Liturgy Band and the Holy Trinity Liturgy Band, performs at 
Coffeehouse, and is one of the student directors of the Sophomore 
Overnight retreat. This was his second time participating in a 
student diversity conference after attending the Oregon Province 
conference at Seattle University last year.

As a spectator to the Diversity Conference in Colorado, 
and having never paricipated in such an event before, I was 
uncertain what to expect. When I hear the word “diversity,” 
my mind reflexively goes to issues of color.  The substantive 
work of the participants as established by the leaders in 
advance was so much more than just a talk on skin tone.  It 
was a discussion on the matter of humanity and the respect 
required of all humans by all other humans.  

 Specifically, discussions and talks about sexual 
orientation were most eye-opening. I say it that way because 
I was impressed by how willing the participants were to 
take on a difficult, controversial topic with such grace and 
willingness. At one point, a young man who was not of a 
different sexual orientation stood up and, on the verge of 
tears, relayed how painful it was for him to be a demure boy 
in an all-male school. He spoke about being called “gay” as 
a put-down. But his eyes were open now to the pain that 
those who are of a different sexual orientation must hold 
as they live inauthentic lives often on the fringe of society.  

How do we carry the lessons learned at the conference 
into our daily lives? As we sat in the airport waiting for 
our plane to board, the Jesuit students we brought were 
expressing a desire to have conferences like this annually.  
I wondered if this was because they enjoyed the travel and 
the opportunity to meet so many wonderful students from 
across the U.S. As they kept talking, I heard how their hearts 
had been opened, how their eyes had been opened, and 
how they were motivated. They wanted to create a place 
of safety and respect at Jesuit High School that mimicked 
the space they had been a part of while on retreat. They felt 
much more comfortable about who they were and believed 
they were able to help others feel similarly.  

Having Jesuit kids attend diversity conferences with 
others from across the JSEA allows students with similar 
educational standards and a similar language (that being 
“Ignatian”) to meet and find new commonalities. Beyond 
that, it acts as a catalyst for efforts to enhance social justice 
and to share stories, efforts, and successes.  

                     ~ Konrad reinhardt, JHs English teacher

Konrad Reinhardt is currently an English teacher and 
Women’s Golf Coach at Jesuit High School.  He is on the Campus 
Ministry team and this year volunteered to help chaperone a 
group of students to the National Diversity Conference.

“In my eyes this wasn’t a 
conference, rather a retreat. I 
lost track of time and immersed 
myself in the experience.”

~ Christopher Usi ‘13

Jesuit students at the october 2011 African American summit at Bellarmine 
Prep High school in Tacoma, Washington. left to right: naod Aynalem ‘15, 
king green-newton ‘14, Josephine Ananouko ‘15, danny Bugingo ‘15, 
nebeu fekede ‘15, isaac youm ‘15, and Jashawn callen ‘15. 
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Athletics

On February 1, 2012, seven Jesuit 
seniors, along with their family, 
coaches, and friends gathered in the 
Bill Hunt Board room for a college 
letter signing ceremony. The joyous 
event celebrated the talent, character, 
and hard work of these Jesuit students 
in a variety of sports. Three committed 
in football, one in soccer, one in track 
and field, one in equestrian and one 
in golf. Jesuit congratulates these 

athletes on this historic day in their 
athletic journey.

While many youth dream of 
earning a college athletic scholarship, 
perspective must guide reality in 
seeking college scholarship money. 
The average college freshman is about 
10 times more likely to receive an 
academic scholarship than an athletic 
scholarship. For example, of the 
452,929 girls who play high school 

The women’s swim team were league and state champions in winter 2011. Pictured are (back row): 
Bianca Bumpers ‘12, leah Bensching ‘12, caitlin mcmahon ‘13, Blaise Wittenauer-lee ‘13, kori 
carpenter ‘12, Zofia Zdanowicz ‘14, and megan Harper ‘14 (front row): kathleen mccarroll ‘13, 
coach Bryan Butcher, and kelsey forster ‘13.

Winter 2011-12 sports scoreboard

basketball in the United States, only 
15,096 or 3.3% end up playing in the 
NCAA. In boys soccer, the odds are a 
little higher with 5.5% of high school 
boys playing in the NCAA, but some 
of those athletes do not receive any 
scholarship money and most are only 
receiving a partial scholarship because 
a typical NCAA soccer program must 
divide eight or so scholarships among 
20 to 24 players. Soccer parents often 
joke at college signing ceremonies that 
the college soccer money awarded 
might just pay back all the club soccer 
money spent training their child to 
be in a position to receive that very 
money.

The “price” on the student-athlete 
must also be considered when striving 
for college scholarship money. Should 
high school students have to give up 
playing two or three sports at a young 
age just to focus full time on one sport 
that may produce a scholarship? Many 
students who are talented enough to 
play in college quit the sport before 
that time because of burnout playing 
it year around. Repetitive use injuries 
that result from playing just one sport 
is also the shadow side of the college 
scholarship dream. The Portland 
Timbers soccer program is also 
proposing a devastating trend in sports 
by asking high school students to give 
up high school sports altogether in 
order to focus year-round with their 
exclusive training programs. 

On the bright side, it should be 
noted that 72 graduates from the class 
of 2011 are participating in NCAA or 
NAII athletic teams. While fewer than 
10 receive full rides, and probably half 

Keeping the Pursuit of 
Scholarships in Perspective 
By mike HugHes ‘79, ATHleTic direcTor

Varsity Women’s Basketball    11-13
(League Champions)

JV Women’s Basketball        14-8

JV2 Gold Wmn’s Basketball   21-2-1

JV2 Green Wmn’s Basketball  13-10

Varsity Men’s Basketball           21-2
(State Champions; League Champions)

JV Men’s Basketball        18-3

JV2 Men’s Basketball                 18-4

Frosh A Men’s Basketball          17-5

Frosh B Men’s Basketball         12-10

Women’s Skiing                        6-0
(State Combined Champions; League Champions)

Men’s Skiing   5-1
(State Combined Champions; League Champions)

Women’s Swimming      6-0
(State Champions; League Champions)

Men’s Swimming                      4-2
Visit the JHS athletics website at www.jesuitportland.org

(click on “Athletics”) for more information about all sports!
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did not receive any athletic money at 
all, that stunning number speaks to 
the athletic talent unique to last year’s 
graduation class. I believe that large 
number of Jesuit graduates willing to 
compete in college also pays tribute to 
the overall athletic program at Jesuit. 
It says to me that if 72 athletes are 
willing to compete for another four 
years, they must have enjoyed their 
training, coaching, and participating 

in sports during their four years at 
Jesuit. 

In the Arrupe hallway outside 
our locker rooms, we proudly display 
names and pictures of over 120 
recent graduates who are currently 
participating in college athletes. We 
are pleased that they are carrying on 
the athlete values learned at Jesuit and 
their love of sport into the collegiate 
arena. Sports, like almost anything 

in life, can have its shadow side. 
But properly balanced and kept in 
perspective, athletic involvement can 
produce a healthy lifestyle, develop 
lifelong teammates and friends, and 
instill in young people core character 
traits like sportsmanship, goal setting, 
determination and poise. And, for the 
fortunate few, it might just pay your 
way through college. 

 (left to right): michaela Phillips – soccer – college of st. rose, maddy cameron – equestrian – univ of s. carolina, Jill doyle – Track and field – Tulane, 

Tess Jennings – golf – lehigh university, Adam Winterling – football – university of san diego (not a formal nli but a letter of commitment), Austin griffin 

– football -  eastern Washington university, and nicholas rothstein – football - Portland state

Wednesday, February 1, a day 
designated to high school seniors 
across the country that can sign a 
binding national letter of intent to 
play college sports.  

Athletic Director Mike Hughes 
spoke about his experience watching 
athletes grow not only as athletes but 
also as people at Jesuit. 

“We’ve had some pretty talented 
athletes come through here,” said 
Hughes. “Their selfless actions, 
humble attitudes, hard work and work 
ethic are values we try to instill. It’s 
exciting to see those carry on in the 
next level.”

Nicholas Rothstein, quarterback 

of the varsity football team, was one 
of the seven athletes who signed on 
February 1. Rothstein signed with 
Portland State University and is going 
to play free safety for the Vikings.  

“Portland State was the first 
school to offer me [a scholarship] 
and have really shown me the most 
love,” said Rothstein. “Throughout 
this process my parents have played 
the biggest role in deciding where I 
want to go and helping me keep my 
priorities straight.”

Austin Griffin, offensive lineman 
on the football team, signed with 
Eastern Washington University 
and is excited to play with two 

former Crusader teammates.  Miles 
Weatheroy ‘11 and Jordan Talley ‘11 
are currently freshmen at EWU and a 
part of the Eagles football team.  

“My mother has always been 
there to tell me to pick comfort not 
glamor, which is why I pursued a 
smaller campus with a small college 
town feel,” said Griffin.

There were smiles, laughs and 
pictures being taken in the Bill Hunt 
Board Room as the seniors signed 
their letters of intent. These athletes 
put in the time and hard work to get 
where they are today and have the 
opportunity to use their skills at the 
college level. Congratulations!

By dreW demArco ‘12, APPeAred in THe feBruAry 2012 issue of THe JesuiT crusAder scHool neWsPAPer

student-Athletes Take the next step and sign national letters of intent



Dieringer Center opens 
on Time and Under 
Budget

Following the completion 
of the new Dieringer this spring, 
Principal Sandy Satterberg and 
her administrative team officially 
moved into their new office space 
located between Knight Center and 
Hayes Plaza. The 5,500 square foot 
facility provides a welcome home to 
administration, faculty and students 
in the heart of campus.

“As members of the Administrative 
Team, we have greatly enjoyed our 
stay in the DeSmet Business Office,” 
said Mrs. Satterberg. “It has increased 
our understanding of what our 
colleagues in DeSmet do each day to 
make it possible for us to carry out the 
mission of educating young people in 
the Jesuit tradition. At the same time, 
we are excited about our move to the 
new Dieringer.” 

Mrs. Satterberg adds, “We have 
never before experienced a brand new 
office like this—new furniture, along 
with the smell of fresh carpeting. 
This office space also provides much 

Development News

needed space to truly welcome current 
students, parents and visitors as well 
as incoming freshman families.” 

Campaign makes final 
Push to reach $25 
million Goal by End of 
June

Jesuit is grateful to have reached 
its goal of $7 million in capital for the 
construction of the Elorriaga Center 
and the new Dieringer Center. As 
part of the overall campaign, which 
included funding for these two 
important projects, the school aims 
to complete the Endow the Future 
Campaign on target. This will provide 
critical resources for the growing need 

Dieringer Center Construction Complete!
By AndreW AsATo, vice PresidenT of develoPmenT
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The dieringer center, completed in march 2012, is in the heart of campus, overlooking Hayes Plaza and the statue of mary.

of student financial aid and faculty/
staff development. Your current 
support has generously provided a 
combined investment of over $23 
million in pledged and planned* gifts 
toward the $25 million campaign 
goal. 

In the final months of this 
endeavor, Jesuit is hopeful it can 
reach this milestone through pledged 
commitments by June 30 of this 
year. The entire community shares 
its appreciation with each and every 
parent, alumnus, community group, 
business, and foundation who has 
invested in the legacy of Jesuit High 
School.

The commons area of dieringer displays photos demonstrating 
the characteristics of the Jesuit grad Profile.

*Values calculated based on known Legacy gift 
amounts combined with total number of new 
Legacy gift members committed to the 
campaign to date.
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Jesuit High School has named 
Andrew Asato as its new Vice President 
of Development.

“Andrew brings to Jesuit a wealth 
of fundraising experience and a 
superb knowledge of the Portland 
philanthropic community,” said 
John Gladstone, President of Jesuit 
High School. “His enthusiasm, sense 
of mission, interpersonal skills, and 
work ethic will enable him to lead our 
development team to new heights. 

Expectations for a long and successful 
tenure at Jesuit for Andrew are very 
high. We welcome Andrew and his 
family to the Jesuit community.”

Before joining Jesuit High School, 
Asato was most recently the Executive 
Director at Make-A-Wish Foundation 
of Oregon, where he was responsible 
for overall management, fundraising, 
and program services in the State of 
Oregon and Southwest Washington. 
He also served the Foundation 

as Director of Development and 
Communications for three prior 
years. While at Make-A-Wish, he 
successfully reorganized the chapter’s 
leadership and entire infrastructure 
and spearheaded successive years of 
strategic growth in mission delivery, 
brand awareness, and sustainable 
resource generation. Under Asato’s 
leadership, Make-A-Wish was named 
in recent years as one of the ten most-
respected charities in Oregon (Oregon 
Business Journal surveys of company 
CEOs), as well as one of Oregon’s 
best nonprofits from the employees’ 
standpoint (Oregon Business 
Magazine employee surveys).

Asato has an MPA with a Focus 
in Non-Profit Management from 
Portland State University, and a BA 
in the Field of Concentrated Studies, 
Communication and International 
Relations from Gonzaga University. 
After college, he spent a year in the 
Jesuit Volunteer Corps developing 
a teen father outreach program 
and teaching life skill classes at 
Community Works’ alternative high 
school in Medford, Oregon.

 “The core values of community, 
social justice, spirituality, and simple 
living have been threaded throughout 
my life experience these past three 
decades,” said Asato. “I look forward 
to returning to the Jesuit tradition in 
support of bringing quality education 
to future young leaders in our 
communities.”

He and his wife, Liesl, and their 
two daughters live in Portland and 
enjoy long weekends of soccer and 
also traveling to Hawaii to visit family.

andrew asato Hired as new Vice President of Development

Andrew Asato comes to Jesuit High 
school with a weatlh of fundraising 
experience and familiarity with the 
Portland philanthropic community.

Help make a difference 
by giving to our 
sPring APPeAl!
donate online at:

www.jesuitportland.org/giving
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Financial Aid Luncheon
The maybelle clark macdonald fund

Wells fargo

Julie and Tom arndorfer
Tracy and Henry Hooper

mary and Don Blair
moonstruck Chocolate Cafe

Tricia and Pat Heffernan
Katie and Brian maag

Kellogg Brain and spine
Providence st. Vincent medical Center

susan and Pat Terrell
nike, inc.

Liz and John Coleman
Printing Today
nW natural

mimi and Doug mcCaslin
regence

sally and Dave Bany
Gayle and Bill Carter ‘69

ePrint
Jill and Thomas Cusick

Karin and martin Daum
mark V. Hanna ‘76

Elisa and mitchell Hornecker
melinda Lee-Jackson and 

James a. Jackson
University of Portland

smart Wireless, 
an aT&T authorized retailer

rob and Linda maletis

our sponsors

co-chairs - Tracy Hooper and 
Julie Arndorfer

sally Bany
Bryan Bayless ‘95

mary Blair
nancy Bolton
John Coleman

Karl Glaser
Tricia Heffernan

scott Julien
Laurie Kelley
Katie maag

Linda maletis
rebecca martin-Gerhards

Kathi mcCoy
mary monnat
susie Porter

Teresa schneider

2011 financial
aid Luncheon Committee

Fund generously matched every new 
or increased gift up to $20,000. We 
had 308 new and increased gifts. 

In recognizing the 10th 
anniversary of 9/11, event guests 
heard from Lt. Joe Torrillo, FDNY as 
he captivated the audience with his 
talk about being a 9/11 rescue leader 
and survivor. 

One of Jesuit’s own, Chad Cooley 
’96, recounted his almost unbelievable 
story of 9/11 survival and how he 
credited his Jesuit education for 
saving his life and for saving others 
around him.

Student Speaker, Camille Adams 
’12, eloquently expressed her gratitude 
for tuition assistance.  She joined her 
fellow choir members in an uplifting 
performance of “Grateful.”

Jesuit High School is grateful to 
everyone who participated in the 2011 
Financial Aid Luncheon including 
emcee, Joe Donlon, News Channel 
8 and our dedicated Financial Aid 
Luncheon Board (see listing at right).

Record Success! Jesuit High 
School’s Ninth Annual Financial 
Aid Luncheon raised $315,000 for 
tuition assistance.

600 of our parents, alumni, 
alumni parents, and friends gathered 
on October 12, 2011 to help provide 
tuition assistance to 322 students in 
our community.

With the leadership of the 2011 
Financial Aid Luncheon Co-Chairs 
Julie Arndorfer and Tracy Bagli 
Hooper, we raised a record $315,000 
toward a $2.05 million commitment 
to financial aid for the 2011-2012 
school year.

The Maybelle Clark Macdonald 

Thank You for making a Difference for our students!
By diAne sAlZmAn, develoPmenT direcTor

John gladstone, co-chair Tracy Hooper, lt. Joe 
Torrillo, fdny, and co-chair Julie Arndorfer.

keynote speakers chad cooley ‘96 and lt. Joe 
Torrillo, fdny.

chad cooley ‘96 shared his story of survival 
and courage during 9/11 with attendees.
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By eileen reilly, AucTion direcTor
live AucTion: sATurdAy, mAy 5, 2012, JesuiT HigH scHool’s knigHT cenTer

A Night to Remember!
There are marvelous things in 

store for you at the Silent Auction, 
which takes place in the Smith Gym 
this year. From golf to theater tickets, 
we have something for everyone! 
Guests will bid on relaxing vacation 
getaways, stunning photography 
packages, original works of art, special 
bottles of wine, fabulous Pendleton 
products, and an amazing array of 
theme baskets. Of course, it wouldn’t 
be the Jesuit Auction without 
wonderful buy-in parties for students 
and adults alike.

Our Live Auction items promise 
to be even more incredible! Savor an 
exceptional dinner for 20 prepared by 
personal chef Lisa Glickman, courtesy 
of the Board of Trustees. Exhilarate 
your senses with a vacation for 
two to Maui’s Grand Wailea Resort, 
surrounded by the slopes of Haleakala 
and the shimmering white sands of 
Wailea Beach. Bid on four highly 
sought after tickets to the Oregon 
Ducks’ much-anticipated game 
against U.S.C. at the LA Coliseum, 
an exciting preview to the Pac-12 
showdown. Find out what really 

happens in the corridors of the Capitol 
with your personal tour guide, our 
own Fr. Pat Conroy, S.J. Take home 
a unique, beautifully designed game 
table from Twist and the artisans of 
Sticks. Experience the up-close action 
of the NBA with two courtside tickets 
to a Blazers game at the Rose Garden. 
Enjoy a memorable dinner for ten at 
your home, prepared by James Beard, 
winner and French Master Chef 
Philippe Boulet of the Multnomah 
Athletic Club. Snuggle with your new 
best friend, a fluffy, white Samoyed 
puppy.

Celebrate the Past and the 
Future

This year marks the retirements 
of two of our community’s most 
dedicated and revered leaders, Fr. 
William Hayes, S.J. and Mrs. Sandra 
Satterberg. We are excited to announce 
that this year’s Fund-An-Item will 
be a paddle raise for the Jesuit High 
School Foundation in the names 
of Fr. Hayes and Mrs. Satterberg. In 
their 60+ combined years at Jesuit, Fr. 
Hayes and Mrs. Satterberg have had a 

powerful impact on Jesuit High School 
and have built a solid foundation 
for its future. All funds raised in the 
Fund-An-Item will be directed toward 
endowed financial aid for the Jesuit 
High School Foundation.

Believe in Success
We hope you will ask your friends 

and family to join you at this year’s 
Auction. Spread the word to your 
fellow alumni and invite them to 
honor Fr. Hayes and Mrs. Satterberg 
by attending the Auction. To reserve a 
table or tickets, visit us online at www.
jesuitportland.org/auction, contact 
the Auction Office at 503-292-6969 or 
email auction@jesuitportland.org.

We appreciate all the efforts of 
our community. Because of your 
contributions and donations of your 
time and talents, this year’s Auction 
will be a success.

Thanks to your support, we will 
be able to make our students’ dreams 
a reality. In doing so, we are creating 
a world of “men and women for 
others.”

Auction 2012
Please join us on saturday, 
may 5, 2012, for Jesuit’s 44th 
annual Live auction as we 
remember, Celebrate and Believe 
in all the many reasons why 
we support Jesuit High school. 
for more information about the 
auction, including sponsorship 
and advertising opportunities, 
please visit us online at www.
jesuitportland.org/auction.

Contact the JHS Auction Office!  Tel: (503) 292-6969  •  E-mail: auction@jesuitportland.org 
Rose Kilpatrick and Gigi Van Rysselberghe, 2012 Auction Chairs



• 32 •

 a Twin’s Journey Home
 michael Holloway ‘94 finds His Biological family
 By kATHy BAArTs, Alumni direcTor

Two Brothers reunite:  Michael Holloway ‘94 (right) and his twin 
brother, Sung Duk, are finally together after 32 years apart.
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mother’s Day
It was Mother’s Day 1997, the first Mother’s Day that 

Michael Holloway ‘94 spent without his mother. He had 
just finished a conversation with his sister, Shannon, who 
told him that she went to place flowers on their mother’s 
grave. The realization was startling as the reality of a life 
without a mother hit Michael. 

The loss of his adopted mom prompted Michael to 
think about searching for his biological family. For the first 
time, he wanted to find out who his birth parents were and 
understand his past. 

amid new Beginnings, Tragedy 
strikes

In Suwon, South Korea, in November 1975, Heung 
Ja Kim went into labor. As her first son, Sung Duk, was 
born, the doctor informed her that she was having twins. 
Her second son, Michael, was born second. Immediately 
following Michael’s delivery, Heung Ja Kim experienced 
complications and needed to be moved to another hospital 
to be treated. Wan Dae, Michael’s father, took Sung Duk, and 
his grandmother was given Michael so she could care for 
him temporarily. The grandmother, not being able to take 
care of Michael by herself, asked a friend if she would take 
Michael for a couple of weeks until Heung Ja Kim returned 
from the hospital. The friend accepted immediately to help 
out the family.  

In a horrible twist of events, the same family friend 
was in a fatal bus crash while she was caring for the barely 
week-old Michael. Michael miraculously survived but the 
paramedics were unable to find any identification to link 
him to anyone. After the tragic outcome, Michael was 
placed in an orphanage. 

Heung Ja Kim contacted her friend when she was 
recovering only to hear the horrible news that her friend 
had unexpectedly and tragically died and whether Michael 
was alive or not was unknown. 

Only seven people knew Michael was alive at that 
point: Heung Ja Kim (Michael’s mother), Wan Dae Choi 
(Michael’s father), Wan Dae’s mother and sister, and Heung 
Ja’s brothers and sister. The family kept the loss a secret, 
ashamed and saddened that they had lost a child. Still, 
secretly over the years, they scrutinized the boys in Sung 
Duk’s classes and at places they went, looking for the boy 
who was identical to their son. They never found him.

a new Life for michael and the 
Holloway family

Joe, Sr. and Betty Holloway had three biological 
children: Joey, Annie, and Shannon. Betty wanted to have 
another boy but didn’t want to carry another child. They 
began the process of adoption with Holt International, 
located in Eugene, Oregon. It was a long, 10-month process 
with a social worker. During the process, the Holloways 

received updates and worked through the naturalization 
process. Michael’s adoption was finally finalized and on 
August 8, 1976, Michael arrived in Portland, Oregon. 

Life growing up in the Holloway household was 
wonderful. Betty was the glue within the family. She was 
their moral and ethical compass, and Michael credits his 
mom for truly shaping who he is today. 

Growing up, Michael was the Korean boy in a Caucasian 
household. It was difficult at times when some people made 
comments about the “yellow kid in the white family,” but 
Michael learned to adjust and cope. He attended Cedar 
Hills Elementary, Ridgewood Elementary and then Cedar 
Park Middle School for eight years.

Within the Holloway family, soccer was an integral 
part of family time. Michael started to play soccer when 
he was four or five  years old and over the years it became 
an important part of his life. At age 14, he was a member 
of the first group of 40 players for FC Portland. He stayed 
with the program until they were U-18 and brought the 
only national championship to the club and to the state 
of Oregon at that time. Within his FC Portland experience, 
Michael made some lifelong friends: Andrew Gregor, a club 
soccer teammate and high school rival, and later a college 
teammate; and Chris Brown ‘95, a club soccer teammate 
and college teammate. Jim Rilatt, FC Portland club coach, 
was a big influence in Michael’s life as he guided his players, 
pushing them to their limits, instilling discipline, and 
teaching them lessons, both on and off the field.  

The Jesuit Experience
When the time came to choose a high school for 

Michael, Joe and Betty decided to have Michael attend 
Jesuit for its reputation of providing a great education and 
its strong athletic program. Jesuit provided Michael with 
the opportunity to forge his own direction. Even though 
he left behind a lot of friends, he made many new ones and 
truly loved his Jesuit experience.  

From a soccer standpoint, Michael had an amazing four 
years. He really enjoyed Coach Dave Nicholas, who brought 

michael and his mother, Betty, at Jesuit High school’s annual mother-son 
Brunch in the fall of 1993.



• 26 •

creativity to the game and found much success. Michael 
could express himself on the field. As a freshman, he, Randy 
Allen and Bryan Middleton made varsity. Michael’s Jesuit 
career was full of accomplishments. He made third team 
All-State honors as a freshman. In his sophomore year, he 
was first team All-League and first team All-State. Michael’s 
junior and senior years brought first team All-League and 
first team All-State. Michael wrapped his senior year with 
shared honors as player of the year with his friend Andrew 
Gregor. Michael was also named Gatorade West Regional 
player of the year, Parade All American, Jesuit State champs 
’92, ’93 and ’94, U-18 national champs and made the U-18 
Region IV team.

Outside of soccer, his education at Jesuit was wonderful.  
Several teachers inspired Michael, including Tom Lindsay, 
Steve Fennah, and Randy Heath. Michael also had good 
memories of Dick Hazel who was his English teacher, and 
Dick Gedrose, president. Both took the time to attend the 
games and always offered congratulations and support 
during the seasons. Michael’s four years were filled with 
great memories. He loved assemblies and his Junior 
Encounter with Fr. Olivier, S.J. was very meaningful. Twelve 
girls entered his class senior year when the school went co-
ed. Although the atmosphere changed, during the year the 
girls became a part of Jesuit and the senior class.

Michael graduated from Jesuit in 1994 and attended 
the University of Portland. He continued to play soccer 
on the bluff. In December 1995, life changed for Michael. 
When home for the holidays, his mother asked him to get 
a Christmas tree with his father. While they looked for a 
tree, Michael’s father told him that his mother had been 
diagnosed with pancreatic cancer and was only given four 
to six months to live. At first, Michael was not emotional. 
He didn’t digest the news and it seemed surreal. But as he 
spent time with the family at Christmas, the reality settled 
in and Michael was overcome with sadness. Michael’s mom 
had a challenging road in the upcoming months. 

As the end of May came, the family knew that Betty’s 
death was imminent and they spent much time with her 
sharing stories and memories. On May 30, 1996, they said 
their goodbyes. The next morning, the kids left and their 
mom passed away with Joe by her side.

Life after Betty
Life continued following Betty’s death. In 1996-1997, 

Michael’s brother, Joey, and his wife, Lynn, adopted 
twin boys from Korea named Keegan and Cobi. Michael 
remembers the first time the babies entered his life. He 
was playing a soccer game in Corvallis when Joey and 
Lynn brought the boys to meet their Uncle Michael. They 
explained that the reason they chose Korea to adopt from 
was to bring home a boy who would relate to Michael. With 
the boys being twins, they decided to adopt them both.

In 1998, Michael graduated from University of 
Portland and decided to go on a two-week trip to Korea 
to find his biological family. There were many road blocks 

and emotions. Michael felt if it was meant to be, it would 
happen. Michael accepted his past as what it was as his 
searches came up empty.

In 2007, Michael was in San Francisco working for 
Williams-Sonoma, Inc. He saw an independent film about a 
Dutch adoptee who documented his search process. Inspired 
by the story, Michael decided to try one last time to find 
his biological family. He logged on to G.O.A.L., a Korean 
based non-profit organization that helps Korean adoptees 
search for family, and submitted his known information 
from his files. G.O.A.L. passed along the files to KBS, a 
Korean television company, and decided to air Michael on 
their weekly television program for lost family members 
of Korean adoptees. With a live, two-minute interview via 
Skype, Michael provided information about his past. There 
were questions and answers with a translator. Once the 
interview was over, Michael had to be patient. He didn’t 
have any expectations. It was a shot in the dark for him.  

That same day in Korea, a cousin of Michael’s saw his 
interview on the television show. “He looked so much 
like my cousin in Korea,” she said. She told her mother 
about the story. After Michael’s aunt heard the story, she 
told Michael’s mom. “I think that’s him!” Both Michael’s 
parents rushed off to watch the show and his father called 
into the studio two days later: “I think he’s my son.” 

The coordinator of the show called Michael to tell him 
that his family may have been found. Michael had his 
hair particles Fed-Ex’d to Korea for a DNA test. Before the 
DNA test results even came back, the coordinator from the 
television show had a picture from 2005 that she shared 
with Michael. Michael saw that the picture looked exactly 
like him. “It is a bit creepy to see someone that looks exactly 
like you,” says Michael. On May 31, 2007, on the eleventh 
anniversary of his mom’s death, Michael received a call and 
got the results that his DNA tested was positive at 99.996%.  

The Korean War (1950-55) created many ripple effects for its 
people. During the war, many Korean women had children 
with american soldiers. many of these mothers had no food 
or money which resulted in them giving up their children for 
adoption in the hope they would lead a better life. many of 
the children were abandoned, left on doorsteps or storefronts, 
or at hospitals.

after the Korean War, Harry Holt and his wife, Bertha, brought 
11 babies over to Eugene, oregon, for adoption and began 
the Holt international adoption agency. The seoul Holt 
agency had many children for adoption—including war 
babies, handicapped children, and children with mental 
challenges. Holt agency became the liaison between the 
orphanage and adoptees. although the number of adoptions 
has decreased since the time of the Korean War, adoptions 
still continue as a service today. 

Holt international adoption agency: 
Context Within Korea



It was a very emotional time for Michael. His family 
expanded exponentially and across two continents. Not 
only did he find out he had a mom and dad, but he also 
was an identical twin. He couldn’t believe it. In nine days, 
his life had changed dramatically. As a child, Michael had  
dreams of a twin.  “I did a lot of things on my own but 
always wanted another brother that was close in age.  I 
often bought things in twos without any explanation until 
now.”

In the summer of 2007, Michael traveled to Korea to 
meet his biological family. He met them on television in 
an on-stage meeting. Michael was anxious and nervous.  
He went by himself and remembers pacing, observing 
everything in the studio instead of thinking about the 
meeting or reflecting on the journey. The meeting was 
an amazing experience! As he met his biological family, 
the media was a plus. He could see that his brother had 
the same movements and mannerisms via the television 
monitor; it was like a mirrored reflection.  

In December 2007, his birth mom, dad, brother and 
sister traveled to San Francisco to meet Michael’s American 
family. Joe, Joey, Annie and Shannon all came for dinner.  
It was a surreal experience to bring two families—separated 
by continents, oceans, and customs—together for the first 
time.

Understanding His Heritage
Later that year, Michael decided to move to Korea to get 

to know his biological family better, and, most importantly, 
to get to know his identical twin brother. The time was 
right. He had no ties and leaving everything behind would 
be okay. It was necessary for Michael to understand his 
history and his culture. 

His Korean family included his mom and dad, two 
sisters and his twin brother. His mom has two brothers and 
a sister. His dad had four brothers and three older sisters.  
His father’s mother, although 87 years old and sickly, lived 
for a few months more after Michael had come back to 
Korea. Culturally, it was an immersion, getting used to 
many customs. Bowing as a sign of respect and realizing the 

extreme respect Koreans have for the elderly hit home for 
Michael. There was a huge respect for life and the afterlife 
as a continuation in families. His family owned a farm and 
worked hard to oversee the growth of the fields. Michael 
obtained an apartment in Seoul and would travel back and 
forth to see his family. He taught English for a month and 
then had an opportunity to work in an office that had ties 
to both Korea and California.

one family
Michael returned to LA after the year he spent in Korea, 

but goes back often for work and family. With the changes 
in his life and his heart, Michael’s whole world is different 
now. His incredible journey has allowed him to see and 
understand life much more than he ever had before. Getting 
to this place was a long process and sometimes the path 
was unclear, but Michael is proud of the accomplishment 
in finding his birth family. After 35 years, his heart knows 
home: two families that he loves dearly.

The Holloway and choi families met for the first time in san francisco in 
2007.
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michael Holloway ‘94 (between his parents on the couch) and his twin 
brother, sung duk.

michael Holloway ‘94 (right) and his twin brother, sung duk.



Mistakes are a part of the human condition and 
consequences are a part of life. Sometimes, however, 
choices are made that have harsh consequences, like a 
prison sentence. Once that penalty has been paid and 
time has been served by an offender, re-entry into society 
is typically not an easy process. There is often difficultly 
finding guidance, support, employment, and often the basic 
needs of shelter, clothing and food. The costs of failure to 
reestablish a productive life with a consequent return to 
prison is high, both for the individual and our community 
(approximately $32,000 per inmate each year, comparable 
to a year of college education). 

Fortunately, opportunities exist within our communities 
to help break the cycle of intergenerational poverty and jail 
time. Mercy Corps Northwest, the only domestic program 
of Mercy Corps—the international disaster relief and 
development agency based in Portland—has developed 
several related programs to help people reconnect with the 
community after incarceration. The reentry programs were 
originally conceived of as a means for creating economic 
opportunities for the formerly incarcerated but soon became 
much more. The organization quickly came to understand 
that there was a tremendous opportunity to deeply impact 
the lives of their students and the hearts of the community 
into which they return.

Doug Cooper’s (JHS ’76) career has taken many 
avenues, but his passion has always been about bridging 
services, touching hearts, and changing lives. For three 
years, he taught and counseled emotional and mentally 

disturbed adolescents in Oakland, CA. This experience was 
beneficial in his next chapter as an eighth grade teacher 
at St. Stephen’s Grade School in Southeast Portland. After 
teaching, he worked for three years as an artist and then 
the next 13 years were spent in a small business, designing 
and manufacturing high-end home and garden products. 
Although Doug often felt like a fish out of water in the 
corporate business world, he gained valuable experience 
about business and the private sector, and learned to be 
disciplined about resources—skills that would help him 
greatly as Assistant Director at Mercy Corps Northwest.

As Assistant Director and lead for reentry programs, 
Doug and his colleagues at Mercy Corps NW have 
established several programs to help people returning to 
the community after incarceration. One of those programs, 
called LIFE (Lifelong Information for Entrepreneurs) is 
delivered weekly to  incarcerated women at Coffee Creek 
Correctional Facility, Oregon’s lone women’s-only prison. 
The course is designed to provide inmates with the skills to 
start their own small businesses or to gain the tools to find 
greater success in employment after they are released. 

“We were looking for ways we could apply our expertise 
in economic development and small business management 
to populations who could use it,” says Doug. “The goal is to 
help the women build the skills and capacities to improve 
their own lives. It’s identical to what Mercy Corps does 
internationally, except we’re doing it here in Oregon and 
Washington, our own backyard.”

With an awareness of the increase in the number of 

Jesuit Grad Transforms Lives of inmates
By doug cooPer ‘76 And kATHy BAArTs, Alumni direcTor
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women being incarcerated, Mercy Corps NW approached the 
prison in 2006 to see if they could help the women inmates 
build skills for greater self-sufficiency and independence 
after their release back to the community. A solid partnership 
soon formed between Oregon’s Department of Corrections 
at Coffee Creek Correctional Facility and Mercy Corps NW. 
It took one year to develop a 28-week curriculum to teach 
a combination of business and life skills, including stress 
management, communication, listening skills, personal 
and business financial management, and business plan 
development. 

The first class started in March 2007 and has gained 
in popularity among inmates. There are often 70 or more 
applicants for the 12 new slots in the class of 25 women. 
It is a demanding class with substantial weekly homework 
and high expectations for consistent work and attendance.

“When I walk into that room I’m not just a number 
anymore, I’m a person,” says a participant. “They have 
taught me how to set goals, and I didn’t have that skill 
before. I didn’t have hope that I could do something 
different.”

There is also often a transformative change in women’s 
mindsets as they transition from being passive victims 
to taking more active roles in planning, strategizing, and 
establishing goals in their lives. The class has changed many 
women’s lives and provides hope for realizing potential. 
More than 100 women have graduated from the program.

“I’ve learned a lot about how to write a business plan, 
about effective communication skills, and how to listen— 
things I didn’t know how to do before,” says another 
program participant.

How does someone leaving prison, who has not 
been making life decisions for years, navigate the 
many requirements and overcome the difficulties in 
trying to reestablish a productive life: unemployment, 
discouragement, culture shock, open discrimination, 
depression, mental illness, parole requirements, and 
restitution payments. It was clear to Mercy Corps NW that 
there was a need for some kind of coordination of services 

to help people navigate this difficult journey.
In 2007, Mercy Corps Northwest became one of the 

founding members of ROAR, Re-entry Organizations and 
Resources. ROAR is a coalition of more than 40 organizations 
and agencies created to coordinate and strengthen the 
landscape of reentry service providers in the Metro area.
One of the practical manifestations of ROAR’s goals was the 
Reentry Transition Center (RTC), a pilot project of eight 
ROAR partner organizations and funded by the United 
Way. It was designed to address that glaring problem: how 
does a newly released person successfully reintegrate back 
into the community? 

The RTC is a place of support, acceptance and 
information for people leaving incarceration in hope of 
a new life. The RTC has two navigators, both who were 
formerly incarcerated and who know the resources, the 
pitfalls, challenges, and rewards of that journey. People 
come into the RTC for many different reasons: some need 
information; some need help to meet the basic needs of 
shelter, food, and clothing; some are looking for help to 
rebuild their lives, and over time, demonstrate that they are 
willing to do the hard work that entails. At that point, the 
navigators help to create an action plan, find the resources 
in the community for employment, housing, drug and 
alcohol counseling, mentoring or parenting help. It is a 
holistic approach that treats every person as an individual, 
and addresses their particular challenges using the combined 
resources of 14 partner organizations and volunteers from 
the community. Over 1300 hours of volunteer time have 
been given to the RTC by citizens looking to support the 
work required  for a successful reentry.

In its first two years, over 1400 people had been helped 
by the RTC. They have paid the price, but the stigma of 
incarceration stays with them and often creates cycles of 
poverty that grind down the capacity to build a new life. 
Statistics show that over 30% of incarcerated men and 
women will re-offend within three years. The goal of the  
Reentry Transition Center is to reduce that number by 
supporting community re-integration,.

“As a society, we are incredibly unforgiving of people 
who have made serious mistakes,” says Doug. “As Catholics, 
we know the need and the value of reconciliation and 
forgiveness. When we deny that to our neighbors, it has 
terrible personal and community consequences. Changing 
our attitudes toward the formerly incarcerated is a place 
where we can really do better at walking the talk.”

Doug sees Mercy Corps Northwest’s work in reentry 
as an easy program to support. It helps to create healthier 
communities, more stable families, reduces the costs of 
law enforcement, court and corrections costs, reduces the 
use of safety net programs, and increases the community’s 
tax base through employment. Successful reentry is good 
for everyone, whether it is viewed through economic, 
humanitarian or theological lenses. And for Mercy Corps 
Northwest, it aligns perfectly with its domestic and 
international mission: to create just, productive and secure 
communities.
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graduation for a life (lifelong information for entrepreneurs) class. Today, 
more than 100 women have graduated from the program. doug cooper 
‘76 is in the back row, second from right. Photo by Bruce macgregor.
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jesuit high school’s all-alumni 
weekend was held on september 15-17, 
2011. here are some oF the photos From 
the weekend’s Fun events.
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1. The class of 1961 gathered in the Alumni Quad after the green and gold 50-year luncheon celebration.  2. The entire Jesuit student 
body celebrated the class of ’61 at an assembly in the knight gym.  3. The class of 2001 enjoyed the concert in the Quad with classmate 
Tyler lewis ’01 performing.  4. The Bart ferguson Band rocked the tent during the concert in the Quad.  5. Travis smith ’91, Bill kennedy 
’91 and Aaron Jones ’91 enjoyed reconnecting with classmates during the weekend.  6. kathy Baarts, Alumni director, and courtney 
carter ‘00 participated in the festivities of Alumni Weekend.
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9 7. sara gray ‘02, eric Hensley, natalie dickinson 
‘02 and kristi Wilson ‘02 tailgated at ernesto’s 
before the football game.
8. kevin olson ’79, don olson, fr. Hayes, s.J., 
and greg specht had a great afternoon at the 
Alumni golf Tournament.
9. The oreste family represented as they 
celebrated mickey and his class of 1961.
10. A young crusader showed his Jesuit pride!
11. Alumni Weekend is always a great way to 
catch up with friends while enjoying the game! 
12. The class of 1961 was escorted onto cronin 
field by the cheerleaders for their introduction 
during halftime of the football game.
13. Principal sandy satterberg and President 
John gladstone were presented with the 
oregonian cup, marking the seventh year in 
a row and the eighth time in the past 12 years 
that Jesuit has earned the oregonian cup for 
outstanding achievements in academics, co-
curricular activities, athletics, and sportsmanship.
14. dave mc Bride ‘76, denny Hennessy ‘ 71, 
Paula Barsotti, steve Barsotti ’71, and kevin 
merz ’72 enjoyed the Tailgate.
15. even though time passes, memories and 
good times always bring alums back together.
16. dav Baricevic ’86 and kevin gillam ’86 
represented their class at the Alumni golf 

Tournament.
17. Albert 
Passadore ’91, fr. 
Paul grubb, s.J. ’91 
and kathy Baarts 
took in all of the 
weekend’s alumni 
events!
18. Bob Buecker ‘61 
and Phil meehan 
‘61 caught up 
before the green 
and gold luncheon 
honoring the class 
of 1961.
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What Would sam Do?
Two days after Sam’s death in a car accident on his 

way home to Loyola Marymount University from Laramie, 
Wyoming, where he was researching The Laramie Project 
in October 2007,  I received this email from one of his dear 
friends, Ellen Nye ‘06:

“Sam was in my dream last night. He was wearing one 
of his soft, snuggly shirts, and he hugged me like he always 
did. Anyone who’s gotten one of those hugs knows. We 
talked. I said, ‘Sam, I wish you weren’t dead,’ and he said, 
‘Yeah, I know you do.’ I asked Sam, ‘So what am I supposed 
to do now?” He replied, ‘Think of what I would do, what I 
could have done, and do that.’

Sam Wasson ’06 brought many gifts to this world. 
When Sam died, his father, stepfather, stepmother, and 
I determined to honor his three most vital gifts: love, 
service, and justice, by thinking of what Sam would do, and 
attempting to do that. 

Sam was a young man of enormous promise and talent. 
We will never know what Sam would have done with his 
life. All we have to go on is what he did do with the short life 
he had. We know the values that animated Sam each day. 
To honor Sam’s values, we chose to establish endowment 
funds at Jesuit High School in his name. We would like to 
help generations of Jesuit students in the way that Sam 
would have done.

all You need is Love
“All you need is love.” Those five words were Sam’s 

mantra. Some might claim that the Beatles lyrics reflect a 
naïve life philosophy, but they did not know Sam. Sam was 
anything but naïve, and he was certainly the embodiment 
of a loving person.

No stranger to love, Sam grew up with two families 
that loved him very much, which he in turn cherished. He 
attended Catholic elementary school where he felt loved, 

REMEMBERING SAM 
 By cindy WHiTe, sAm’s moTHer And JHs THeology TeAcHer
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sam Wasson ‘06 (top row, fifth from left) was one of the leaders 
on the 2005 sophomore overnight retreat.



and learned that there was an even greater love available to 
him: God’s. When Sam first arrived at Jesuit High School, 
he had apprehensions like all freshmen, but by the end of 
his first semester, he discovered a new love: theater. 

Sam was cast in a student-directed One-Act show, and 
there was no looking back! After a childhood spent playing 
a variety of sports, Sam had discovered a newfound passion 
for Jesuit’s Drama Program. He learned what it took to 
support a cast backstage, how to build sets, how to sing 
and dance on stage, how to perform serious and humorous 
drama, how to direct a play, how to write a play, and how 
to give confidence to other students about to perform on 
stage. Everything Sam learned, he shared.

Sam found that sharing his time, humor, and love with 
others was the best thing in his life. His friend Maddy Bennett 
’07 once wrote, “Sam had the ability to make nerves melt 
away. He could find joy in every moment and put people at 
ease. When I think of Sam, I hear his huge laugh and feel his 
enormous charisma. But I [also] know the contemplative, 
loving, deep, passionate, intense, smart, mature side of this 
amazingly complex guy.” Another friend, Meghan Madden 
’06, says, “Sam was always genuinely concerned with my 
and others’ well-being, constantly offering his help, energy, 
and talents to everyone around him. He was so incredibly 

modest about his many talents. He always offered a goofy 
joke or a warm smile on a bad day, and was so inviting and 
easy to talk to. He was one of the most selfless people I have 
ever met in my life. Sam also gave the biggest and best hugs 
of anyone I’ve ever met. He enveloped you with a sense of 
safety and hope.”

After graduating from Jesuit, Sam went on to study 
theater and education at Loyola Marymount University, a 
Jesuit college in Los Angeles. I remember the phone call 
when Sam decided to add education as a joint major. He 
told me that he knew that at some point in his life, perhaps 
after he had experienced a fulfilling acting career, he would 
be drawn to “giving back” for this great gift in his life. Sam’s 
solution was to teach others to find the love of theater as 
he had. 

sam Wasson ‘06 memorial fund 
for Drama

Knowing that giving other students the gift of drama 
was a goal of Sam’s, we decided to establish the Sam 
Wasson ’06 Memorial Fund for Drama. This fund provides 
the opportunity for Jesuit students and other high school 
theater students to learn about their art from accomplished 
guest artists in a workshop environment. The guest artists 
teach Jesuit students in Sam’s name. 

In 2008, Barbara Pitts an original cast member and 
co-writer of The Laramie Project, taught Jesuit students 
the “moments” approach to theater and also provided 
direction for the staged reading of The Laramie Project: Ten 
Years Later. 

In March of this year, Jesuit students learned from Suzan 
Zeder, the playwright of the spring plays Mother Hicks and 
The Taste of Sunrise. In her week at Jesuit, Suzan, a professor 
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Playwright and guest artist for the sam Wasson memorial guest Artist 
series, suzan Zeder, leads an exercise focused on “The sense of Place” 
with Jesuit cast members from her plays, moTHer Hicks and THe TAsTe 
of sunrise. These first two plays in Zeder’s “Ware Trilogy” will be 
performed on the moyer stage April 25-29. students from suzan’s left to 
right: Alex glenn ‘12, lauren Hatch ‘12, sean connell ‘12, livia godaert 
‘13, and mairéad Willis ’14. Photo by elaine kloser.

good friends sam and ellen nye ‘06.

cindy White and sam after a performance of Jesuit High school’s drama 
Production of metamorphosis in 2006.



at the University of Texas, also directed a staged reading of 
her brand new play. We look forward to providing many 
more opportunities for Jesuit students in the years ahead to 
learn from accomplished artists through this fund. 

sam Wasson ‘06 agape fund: 
The Gift of service

 We established a second fund in remembrance of 
Sam’s gift of service: The Sam Wasson’06 Agape Fund. One 
summer evening before his junior year at Jesuit, while 
volunteering at Camp Easter Seals, Sam consoled a fellow 
counselor over the loss of her brother. Empathizing with 
her pain, Sam told her, “Death is not permanent; love is 
permanent.” 

Sam’s belief that love is a precious gift had its origins 
in two powerful experiences at Jesuit. The first experience 
occurred at Camp Easter Seals. While explaining the impact 
the Camp had on him, Sam wrote in his journal, “…the 
magic of Easter Seals lies not in the grand idea of Christian 
Service, but rather in what most Jesuit students would 
consider trivial activities such as a walk to the cafeteria, 
dancing in an old lodge, or bouncing a ball over and over…
splashing a friend or plainly floating highlights a week of 
dreams becoming a reality…a handful of dandelions evolve 
into a bouquet of flowers for a friend…some beads and a 
string grow into an accomplishment for lonely hands that 
wait all year for their chance to shine. People shed their 
minor physical beings to embody the ideal of hope for a 
ravenous soul hungry to trade smiles with a bright face. 
Transformations such as these should never be forgotten, 
and so will never leave my mind or heart as long as I have 
breath for one more laugh and strength for one more smile.” 

Sam labeled this experience “Christian Sharing” instead 
of Christian Service,“ because, he said, he “gained as much 
from my work as I gave.” Sam went on to volunteer two 
more weeks at Camp Easter Seals after his senior year.

The second epiphanal experience for Sam was leading 

the Sophomore Overnight retreat. There he exhorted the 
students “to give yourself a chance, because you may 
surprise yourself by how much of a difference you can make 
in someone’s life…don’t be afraid to let others in, because 
they may change you for the better…you don’t have all 
the time in the world, as the saying goes, so live while you 
can…sometimes life will hurt…but the time you will find 
love and happiness will far outweigh the hurt if you give 
yourself a chance to be the miracle.”  

Experiences such as these also transform many other 
students who walk the halls of Jesuit High School. We 
established the Sam Wasson ’06 Agape Fund so that no 
student at Jesuit will have to miss such opportunities for 
transformation. This fund is intended to provide financial 
support to students for Campus Ministry retreats and 
Christian Service activities so they will not be out of reach 
due to financial need.

As parents we cannot help but be grateful for the 
formation of our son that occurred while he attended Jesuit. 
Like Sam, we believe that each of us has the ability to “be 
the miracle” for others. As Christians we take seriously the 
call of Jesus, “to love others as yourself.” We know of the 
amazing gifts that came to our son as he journeyed through 
the halls of Xavier, Arrupe, and the PAC. 

sam Wasson ‘06 memorial fund 
for financial aid

The third of Sam’s gifts is justice. He believed in equity, 
and that everyone should have the same fair shot at the 
transformational experience of a Jesuit education. The Sam 
Wasson ‘06 Memorial Fund for Financial Aid has thus been 
established to make the Jesuit experience available for years 
to come for young people who are miracles in the making. 
Through this fund, Steve and Malia Wasson will provide 
a financial aid scholarship annually to a Jesuit student, in 
Sam’s name.

sam’s Gifts Live on...Doing What 
He Would Have Done

In Sam’s name, we have established three funds for 
three distinct but related purposes, each one helping 
support a part of Sam’s cherished Jesuit experiences. We 
may no longer see Sam before our eyes, but by seeking to 
“do what Sam would have done,” we feel that Sam’s gifts 
of love, service, and justice will have a permanent place at 
Jesuit, and thus in the world. Just as Sam gave hope to his 
many friends, our hope resides in the ongoing commitment 
of Jesuit High School to create a path for the transformation 
of young lives into leaders who care for our world and will 
impact it with their love and their service, founded in a 
profound sense of justice.
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sam and a camper at camp easter seals. volunteering at camp easter 
seals was a transformative experience for sam.



Buy “Honoring the Tradition”
fifty Years of Jesuit High school

Fr. Larry Robinson, S.J., has written a compelling 
history of Jesuit High School, Portland, from its founding 
over fifty years ago to its current high-profile and widely 
recognized level of excellence. Replete with well-researched 
details and anecdotes, containing numerous photographs, 
this attractive, hardbound, 192-page volume represents the 
definitive history of a proud and remarkable institution.

To purchase, visit: http://spiritstore.jesuitportland.
org, stop by the Spirit Store, or complete the form below 
and mail it to Jesuit High School, 9000 SW Beaverton-
Hillsdale Hwy., Portland, OR 97225.

Name: ______________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________ 

City: _______________________________________________

State: ______________ Zip Code: _______________________

E-Mail Address: ______________________________________ 

Number of books @ $25/copy: ________________________

Check one box below and total your charges:

 I wish to pick up my book at the JHS Spirit Store

 Please mail me my cop(ies) at $5 shipping per book
 Shipping charges ($5/copy): _________________

  
Total charges: ______________________

Make check payable to Jesuit High School. 
E-mail questions to: spiritstore@jesuitportland.org 

or call (503) 291-5461. 

Books can also be purchased online 
http://spiritstore.jesuitportland.org

members of the class of 1970 reuinted for their 40+1 reunion in the summer 
of 2011. They came together at cannon Beach, oregon, for a weekend full 
of fun and catching up with friends. Back row: mike Barber, Brian Heinze, 
Peter madden, Tom kemper, mike casey, Tony franciscone, Jeff Zimel, 
Tom knappenberger, Jim nolan, Jim o’Hanlon, marc gonzales, and scott 
Tento. front row: carl kleffner, Will sullivan, neal rothenberger, francis 
christianson, and chris Perri.

Class of 1970 reunites at Cannon
Beach for 40+1 

John gladstone congratulates dr. Brooke Benz ‘68 on the award he received 
at a special ceremony during halftime of the Jesuit vs. central catholic 
football game in september, 2011. dr. Benz was honored for his 20 years of 
devoted service as Jesuit High school’s team physician.

Dr. Brooke Benz ‘68 Honored for 
20 Years as Team Physician
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a Different Lens
matt Wilcox ‘05 Tells stories to change Hearts Around the World
By kATHy BAArTs, Alumni direcTor

Taylor Kavanaugh, Collin foster ’05 and matt 
Wilcox ‘05 enjoy the view from mt. Tongariro, 
new Zealand during their vicarious voyage.  

I’ll never forget the advice of my Kumu Hula about 
dancing.  “Your job as a hula dancer is to draw your audience 
into your dance. There may be language barriers, but if you 
dance from your heart, your audience will understand and 
forever be touched by the story you share.” Matt Wilcox 
’05 has realized his own way of touching and changing 
hearts through film.

‘10: six Countries in Three months
After graduating from Jesuit High School in 2005, Matt 

attended Oregon State University and earned a degree in 
Construction Engineering. He then obtained a job with 
Fortis construction. Although he enjoyed his work, a part of 
him wanted to pursue his real passion: telling stories using 
film.

In January 2010, Matt, along with Collin Foster ‘05 
and Taylor Kavanaugh  (Lincoln High School ‘05) decided 
to take a life-changing journey to the South Pacific. 

Matt, Collin and Taylor all had a desire to be men 
for others. What if they traveled to six countries in three 



a Different Lens
matt Wilcox ‘05 Tells stories to change Hearts Around the World
By kATHy BAArTs, Alumni direcTor
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months, learned about the culture, talked with the people, 
listened to their stories, and found a way to give back to 
each of the communities? Taylor was the photographer, 
Collin was the navigator/coordinator, and Matt was the 
videographer. The voyage would be a service trip and a 
chance to reflect on life. 

The trip began in Hawai’i, followed by time spent in 
American Samoa, Western Samoa, Fiji, New Zealand, and 
Australia. 

Every day, Collin, Matt, and Taylor recorded their 
journey and the stories of those they met along the way, 
blogged on Facebook, and kept a photo journal of the 
people they met. Each of these photos was signed by the 
person in the picture. 

On one of their stops, in Fatumafui, American 
Samoa, they befriended the people of the South Pacific 
International Christian Center School, a grade school for 
kindergarten through eighth grade. The headmaster of 
the school, Fa’atui, took Taylor, Collin and Matt into his 
home. As he gave them a tour of the island, they quickly 
saw the devastation from the earthquake and tsunami that 
hit the island in the fall of 2009. There was desolation in 
the destruction of homes and the land, but consolation 
warmed their hearts in the waves, smiles and open curiosity 
of the people.  

Taylor, Collin and Matt wanted to help these people. 
Using their experience in construction engineering, 
they hoped to help build a retaining wall for the school. 
Although greatly appreciated, Fa’atui, after learning about 
the talents of these young men, said that their greatest 
need was in creating a video to market their school and to 
increase enrollment. Matt, Taylor and Collin did a beautiful 
job of capturing the faith of these students via song, as 
well as the testaments of the headmaster and teachers of 
their passionate commitment to educating and giving their 
students the tools to do great things with their lives. It was a 
rewarding few days in American Samoa. Just as Fatumafui’s 
one road circled the island, Matt and his team knew that in 
time, the lives of these people would circle back to where 

they once were. The three travelers left American Samoa as 
part of the community’s extended family.  

Although their journey was planned as far as visits to 
certain islands, the spontaneity of the people they met and 
the service they did led to the beauty that they uncovered.  
Taylor, Matt, and Collin enjoyed every minute of their 
adventure. The three bonded over their trip, in “knee 
slapping laughter, good memories and great conversation.” 
With the South Pacific as a background, it was easy to allow 
conversations to grow and deepen. The vicarious voyage 
opened the men’s eyes as they explored different lands, 
relaxed and enjoyed life, understood more deeply the 
cultural history of the South Pacific islands, and found ways 
to give back to the communities that welcomed them with 
open arms. They also realized the power of telling stories 
with pictures and video. 

 

‘11: Beavers Without Borders 
“Sport has the power to change the world. It has the power to 

inspire. It has the power to unite people in a way that little else 
does. It speaks in a language they understand. Sport can create 
hope where once there was only despair.” ~Nelson Mandela

After graduating from Oregon State University in 2009, 
Taylor Kavanaugh worked with Athletic Directors Todd 
Stansbury and Marianne Vydra on a service project for OSU 
athletes. The premise was that athletes have experience 
traveling, so wouldn’t it be great for them to gain a world 
perspective, to discover the challenges of our world, and 
to have an opportunity to give back? Matt was brought in 
from the film side. With film, they could tell the story of 
how a service trip to another country would bring about 
a change of heart. The project was called Beavers Without 
Borders. 

In March 2011, Beavers Without Borders went on 
their journey to Alotenago, Guatemala. Fourteen athletes 
involved in sports as diverse as football, gymnastics, 
volleyball, soccer, basketball, and swimming, participated 
in the service trip. In their initial interviews, there was 

The children and faculty of the American samoan school proudly took this 
school picture for the video that matt, collin and Taylor produced.

The members of the vicarious voyage enjoy the beauty of the south Pacific 
sunset.
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excitement to help another community. The athletes knew 
that they would be building a house; they knew that there 
would be some language barriers; however, they had no 
idea how much their lives would change in six days.  

As they arrived in Alotenago, the OSU group saw a world 
that was very different from their own. The population was 
27,000 and many struggles were evident: 65% of the people 
lived on less than $4.00/day. Only one in five children 
attended school. In many families, children had to work 
to earn money for the family. That first night, the group 
realized that they could make a life-altering change for 
one family by building them a house. As they traveled to 
the building site the next day, they were exposed to the 
reality of the community and their eyes were opened to 
the rampant poverty and poor living conditions. Many had 
no food, clothing, or furniture. The group realized that this 
was no vacation.

The Munoz family had nine members. They were 
a kind, loving family and were grateful to welcome the 
OSU group. They looked at them as a gift from God. After 
working a hard day getting the foundation prepped and 
laid, the evening was spent bonding with the community 
with a game of soccer in the streets. Many people came to 
the game and it was like the Super Bowl of the town. Sports 
has an amazing way of looking past differences to achieve a 
common goal, a victory.  It was a wonderful night to bond 
with the people and to see the people welcome all into the 
community.

As athletes, there was a mentality to get the job done 
and to do it well. It was eye-opening to have to drive down 
to the schoolhouse to get water needed to mix the cement. 
It was hard to comprehend that people didn’t have access 
to water in their homes. As the cement was poured and 
the bricks were laid for the Munoz home, the foundation 
was tangible and the morale of the group was high. It 
was evident that not only was a home being built, but a 
community was also being built among the athletes and 
the greater community of Alotenago. 

The following days were spent getting the walls up and 

putting in the stove and solar panels. The stove, a rarity in 
Alotenago homes, was treasured. The final touch was the 
installation of the lights. As the lights came on for the first 
time, there was an incredible feeling of accomplishment 
among the athletes. As the Munoz family cheered and 
hugged everyone, the athletes realized they had a greater 
confidence in understanding themselves, the world and 
the cultural differences that were present. Their lives were 
changed for the better and all the athletes understood that 
they got more out of the experience than the family did 
with their home.  

no Borders
Beavers Without Borders continues to reach places 

throughout the world. In June 2011, Kevin McShane ‘07 
and Mary Claire Brenner ‘08 participated in the Macedonia 
trip. This summer, Martie Massey ‘09 is planning to 
participate in the Ethiopian trip.  

With Taylor’s leadership and vision to bring this 
concept to reality, and with Matt’s gift of telling the 
transformative story, they brought the Beavers without 
Borders documentary to life. The last two years provided 
many opportunities to tell stories and to open people’s 
eyese to the incredible lives and stories in the world.

Matt and Taylor, after working together on these 
projects, decided to pursue their dreams and formed 
Quarter4 Sports LLC, a full service production company 
based around sports marketing. They have been blessed 
with the gift of seeing life through a different lens and are 
using this incredible ability to draw their audiences in and 
touch their hearts in a meaningful way.

matt Wilcox ‘05 and members of the Beavers Without Borders team in 
Alotenago, guatemala. 

matt Wilcox ‘05 proudly stands next to the special plaque on the munoz 
family’s new house.

matt Wilcox ‘05 and Taylor 
kavanaugh decided to 
pursue their dreams and 
formed Quarter4 sports 
llc, a full service production 
company based around 
sports marketing.
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In Memoriam
Jesuit High school 
alumni
Robert Borghorst ’61  8/20/11 

Richard Hendricks ’68      9/27/11

Paul Conroy ’73      9/16/11 

Chris Bernards ’76   1/12/12 

Peter Guettler ’89  10/14/11 

Carl Goebel ‘96  7/22/11 

Steven L. Brauser 7/15/11 
Father of Megan Brauser ‘12; 
Stepfather of Sarah Bochsler ‘01 
and Erin Bochsler ‘06

Katherine Dougherty 7/10/11 
Wife of William (D); 
Mother of John ‘64 and William ‘70; 
Grandfather of Jeffrey ‘98 and Scott ‘02

Dr. William Doughtery 8/2/11 
Husband of Katherine (D); 
Mother of John ‘64 and William ‘70; 
Grandfather of Jeffrey ‘98 and Scott ‘02

Bill Gray 8/18/11 
Grandfather of Matthew ‘06, 
Ellie ‘09 and Michael ‘13 Arbanas

Tony Gubanc 11/7/11 
Grandfather of Rebecca Buck Douville ‘00, 
Joseph Buck ‘99 and Nathan Buck ‘02

Robert Hedberg 10/23/11 
Grandfather of Kaitlin ‘06 
and David ‘08

Kathryn Huilt Rosendahl 11/12/11 
Mother of Matthew Debellis ‘01 
and Kate Debellis ‘03

Mary Luby 1/3/12 
Grandmother of Conner (D) ‘07 
and Moira ‘10

Marianne Lynch Ralston 10/5/11 
Grandmother of Erin Erfeldt ‘01 
and James Ralston ‘09

Elizabeth McDowell 11/3/11
Mother of James ‘61, Thomas ‘63, 
Michael ‘69, and Malcolm ‘74

Lewis A. McMurran 11/14/11
Father of Lewis ‘78

friends, family, faculty
& staff of JHs

The Jesuit High school community joins in prayerful remembrance of those who have 
died. may the family and friends of those who are no longer with us in body be held 
in our prayers and hearts, and may the departed rest in eternal peace with God.

This is the deceased list as we know it from 
July 1, 2011 through January 31, 2012. 
Relationships listed are Jesuit ties only within 
the deceased’s immediate family. We apologize 
for any omission and ask that you please notify 
Kathy Baarts at (503) 291-5414 or e-mail 
kbaarts@jesuitportland.org.

Dr. Richard Naughton 12/6/11
Father of Thomas ‘87 and Michael ‘80; 
Grandfather of Macy ‘13

Peter Wagner 7/22/11
Grandfather of Rachel ‘06 
and Jacqueline ‘11

This statue of mary graces Jesuit High school’s canisius chapel. The photo 
was produced by gina gladstone, who is taking a digital photography/
Photoshop course. A project for the class involved taking photos in an 
environment that she would visit at least eight times in two weeks. she 
chose the Jesuit campus. Through the project she discovered many spots of 
beauty that she had previously taken for granted by observing, at a deeper 
level, the nature, art, and architecture on the JHs campus. By visiting the 
chapel at different times of the day, she noticed how mary’s image changed 
as a result of the varying natural light. she applied a filter in Photoshop to 
create the unique paint effect in this photo.



• 42 •

Alumni Food Drive - Dec. 2011

on December 15-17, 2011, alumni food Drive took place at Jesuit. Known as the “three best days of the year,” alums and 
family came out to help serve our greater community. Due to the increasing need for food in Portland and the surrounding area, 
we increased the number of food boxes from 1,200 to 1,500. 

Thank you to our dedicated alums as well as the Boy scouts, the rotary Club, and Charles safley ’04 and team CBrE Cares for 
bringing their groups out Thursday and friday to put together the food boxes. saturday was a wonderful day as hundreds of 
alums came for breakfast and then delivered food boxes to over 1,100 families. it’s an amazing way to celebrate the Christmas 
season as a community, serving those in need and brightening their Christmas.



1998

sara
GraY ‘02

family: married to her 
college sweetheart, Eric 
Hensley.

occupation: 
Wedding photographer 
(saragrayphotography.com)

residence: sW Portland
Why she joined nAB: “i 

wanted to have a chance to 
give back to Jesuit. many 
of the opportunities that i’ve 
had in my young adult life 

are because of the things i learned and the people i met in my 
time at JHs. Being back in Portland made me want to be there in 
that same way for other JHs students.”

living the Jesuit mission: “i work with happy couples on their 
weddings as part of my job, and it’s been a great opportunity 
to be there for others when they really need me. i love being 
in a service business that allows me to do that. i also volunteer 
locally with at-risk youth and try to set a good example for those 
around me.”

KEnnETH
safLEY ‘04

family: Brother Charles 
‘04, and sisters Katie ‘06 
and margaux.

occupation: student 
at University of oregon 
school of Law

residence: Eugene, or
Why he joined nAB: 

“i wanted to continue 
my relationship with 
Jesuit High school. my 
four years at Jesuit were 
amazing but i realized 

it was just the beginning. By joining the naB i can begin 
to give back to an institution that provided me with my 
foundational characteristics. i hope to convey a message to 
alumni that the four years were just the beginning and that 
Jesuit will always be there for them.”

living the Jesuit mission: “i try to live the Jesuit mission 
every day. i have been actively involved with a charity my 
family started in the highlands of Peru called Quechua 
Benefit. But i also realize that the Jesuit mission applies to the 
smallest things in life—it forces us to examine what we are 
doing and helps us reflect on how we can make the world 
better.”

KaTiE 
PaTCHin ‘00

family: married to scott 
Lacy. a golden retriever 
named stella is also part of 
the family.

occupation: assistant 
investment manager at 
schntizer West 

residence: seattle, Wa
Why she joined nAB: “i 

was contacted by Courtney 
Carter ‘00 and Kathy Baarts 
after planning the Class of 
2000’s 10-year reunion and 

attending the october Women’s Encounter as an adult leader. i 
realized how disconnected i had been with Jesuit in the 10 years 
since i had graduated and was excited about an opportunity to 
give back to a school that taught me about being a woman for 
others.”  

living the Jesuit mission: “in January 2008 i started a non-
profit with five other women, called Women’s Philanthropic 
investment Group (WPiG) of seattle. our mission is to take 
women and children from places of need to self-sufficiency. my 
love for volunteerism definitely sprouted from my experiences at 
Jesuit, along with my parents’ encouragement.”
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Jesuit HIgh School’s National Alumni Board 
(NAB) has been in place for four years. We 
have eight members from different regions 
across the U.S. and members local to Oregon. 
The purpose of the NAB is to strengthen 
the relations with our alumni and Jesuit High 
School through communication, outreach, and 
various events.

We recently welcomed three new members to 
the NAB. We’re excited to work with them 
as we continue to strengthen alumni relations 
and outreach.

  -Kathy Baarts, Alumni DIrector

Meet the NAB’s 
Newest Members!



Alumni Events 2011-12
fall and winter have been busy with various alumni events on 
and off campus. We took Jesuit High school on the road, visiting 
alumni in new York; Washington, DC; san francisco; seattle; 
Los angeles; and san Diego. We had two Crusader nights 
at Trail Blazers games in march as the miami Heat and the 
milwaukee Bucks came into town. alumni and friends of Jesuit 
returned to campus to present to the junior class at Career Day.   

our usc alums represented at esPn Zone at lA live. Pictured are: Jenna 
crisp ’09, ryan leaverton ’08, mighten yip ’11, Peter maletis ’09, david 
coit ’09, and colby sprunk ’06. 

coach erik spoelstra ’88 met with alumni and friends before the miami Heat vs. 
Portland Trail Blazers game on march 1. coach spoelstra and the Heat pulled off 
a victory in the rose garden with a 107-93 win.

it was a great evening to come together for our lA event!

Allie foote ’06, megan Pham, lindsay smith-sands ’97, and Ashley 
sands ’03 had a great time talking to other alums in the lA area.  

mike dunleavy ’99 met with some of his biggest fans, kara skokan, 
Tanner Baarts, and nolan skokan after the Trail Blazers game in 
march 2012. mike and the milwaukee Bucks won 116-87.

We had a great group of alums attend our first-ever san diego event at 
Azul in laJolla.
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our new York regional event is very generously underwritten by 
our Jesuit new York moms. We would like to thank mary Lang, 
mary Dick, Kay Brantley, and Barbara Gram for their generosity 
and help in keeping our alums connected to Jesuit. The regional 
events are a wonderful way for alumni to connect and for us to 
share the many wonderful things that are happening within the 
JHs community on campus. Please make sure that your contact 
information is current so that we may keep you informed about 
the regional events for 2012-2013!

cedric yau ’97, mac Bishop ’07, Joe Walsh ’04, and Alex Brantley ‘04 
had fun at the Washington, d.c. alumni event.

rJ schembs ’84, Ben chandler ’82, and Peter glenn ’98 enjoyed 
catching up at the san francisco event.

forty alumni , faculty and friends of Jesuit gathered on campus to present 
career day to our junior class on february 14, 2012.

our san francisco alums gathered at Paragon before attending the 
giants baseball game.

Alums gathered in Washington, d.c. at Ping Pong dim sum restaurant. from 
left to right, Julianne Brands ’08, Brian manning ’08, morgan krieger ’06, 
shea mertens ’02, Brooks Hosfield ’06, eric laurel ’04, and colin franey ’06.   

charlie liebentritt ’61 and Joni Bushey enjoyed the 
evening at Palisades where our seattle event was 
held.
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Alumni Profile 
sisters in service: Ashleigh crunican romero ‘96 
and Adrienne (crunican) rankin ‘99
By kATHy BAArTs, JHs Alumni direcTor

I had the opportunity to meet 
with Ashleigh Crunican Romero ‘96 
when she was home for a few weeks 
last summer. She told me about her and 
her husband’s work in Guatemala City 
over the last two years. As we talked, I 
realized that she had a sister who was 
also doing much service work right 
here in Oregon. The result is a profile 
of two sisters, both firmly rooted in 
service, in two different countries, 
touching many and opening eyes to 
the continuous circle of giving.

ashleigh ‘96
Service was an integral part of 

Ashleigh’s student experience at Jesuit 
and she immersed herself in various 
service opportunities through the 
Christian Service program. During 
her sophomore year, she was part of 
a group that worked at a church in 
Mexico. When she was a junior, she 

participated in the Portland Plunge 
and also began the Key Club, a club 
focused on service. After graduating 
from Jesuit in 1996, Ashleigh attended 
Seattle Pacific University, majoring 
in sociology with a minor in social 
services and women’s studies. 

Urban Ministry was of great 
interest to Ashleigh, who went on 
to volunteer as a girls’ group leader 
and work at a youth center focusing 
on case management, teaching 
gang prevention courses and sitting 
on a juvenile diversion board. She 
also lived in public housing with 
girlfriends and volunteered at a local 
church. Her love for serving others 
led her to Sojourners for a year, a faith 
and justice community, where she 
interned for Jim Wallace. 

She eventually returned to 
Portland to work with high school 
students at the Pregnancy Resource 
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sisters Ashleigh and Adrienne share a passion for service.

Center, helping teens focus on sexual 
abstinence. After that, she moved to 
Jamaica for a year, working at the 
Mennonite Central Committee, where 
she taught teen moms at Women’s 
Centre of Kingston and helped them 
mainstream back into the transitional 
school. She also worked with Jamaica 
Aids Support, helping to support the 
increasing numbers of people with 
HIV and AIDS on the island. 

Ashleigh then participated in 
Americore for a year where she 
volunteered at the Latin American 
Youth Center and taught in a public 
school in Washington, D.C. 

After receiving her teaching 
certification at Trinity University 
(where she met her husband, 
Juan Carlos), she began teaching 
at Cornerstone School, an urban 
Christian school in Washington, D.C. 

Ashleigh and Juan Carlos 
eventually moved to Guatemala 
to teach at the American School of 
Guatemala, a K-12 school. Ashleigh 
teaches kindergarten and her husband 
teaches fifth grade. 

Ashleigh loves working with 
children.  In Guatemala, there are many 
challenges including malnutrition, 
poverty, and environmental issues. 
Ashleigh has developed a program for 
community service that she modeled 
after Jesuit High School. She wants to 
instill in her students gratitude and 

the ability to give back to others. With 
her kindergarteners, they do beach 

A sea turtle makes its way back to the beach 
in guatemala. Ashleigh’s students help with the 
turtle release.



cleanup, releasing of sea turtles, and 
recycling bottles. Ashleigh also serves 
on Saturdays through Safe Passage, 
an organization empowering the 
poorest and most at-risk children of 
families working in the community 
of Guatemala City Garbage Dump, 
by creating opportunities and 
fostering dignity through the power 
of education. 

Ashleigh will always hold fond 
memories of her time at Jesuit. Her 
advice for students today is to take 
advantage of the opportunities at 
Jesuit. “See your teachers as mentors 
and don’t be afraid to ask the hard 
questions,” says Ashleigh. “Most 
importantly, get involved and be 
present for your four years.” 

Ashleigh and Juan Carlos will 
soon be moving to the American 
International school of Johannesburg, 
South Africa, where they will both 
teach and Ashleigh will help develop 
their community service program.

adrienne ‘99
Adrienne Rankin ‘99 attended 

Azusa Pacific University in Los Angeles, 
where she studied and ran track as an 
All-American. She majored in English, 
and, with a minor in Spanish, spent 
a semester studying at the Centre for 
Medieval and Renaissance Studies at 
Oxford University. After college, she 
worked at a Crisis Pregnancy Center 
in LA and spoke at public and private 
high schools in the area. It was an 
adventure at times, but she realized 

that there were great lessons and 
amazing paths to be found. 

Adrienne discovered that she 
wanted to provide concrete support 
for the high school students she knew 
were facing many influential moral 
decisions. Adrienne questioned, “Why 
do I believe what I believe?”

Adrienne wanted to be clear 
about her own beliefs and decided to 
pursue a degree at Talbot Theological 
Seminary, part of Viola University. 
She wanted a discipline that would 
address both culture and Christianity 
and chose to pursue a masters degree 
in Christian Apologetics. Ultimately, 
she learned how to engage others 
through asking better questions and 
became a better listener.

Adrienne married her high school 
sweetheart, Alex Rankin ‘99, in 2006. 
Alex attended Gonzaga University and 
spent a year in the Jesuit Volunteer 
Corps working in Ashland, Montana, 
as a dorm counselor for the Crow Tribe. 
Alex chose to pursue his master’s in 
marriage and family therapy at Fuller 
Seminary in Pasadena, California.

After graduation, Adrienne started 
in full time ministry at Water of Life 
Community Church, a 6,000 member 
congregation in Southern California, 
while Alex worked in therapeutic 
settings all over the LA area. 

The couple moved back to 
Portland in 2007. Shortly after, 
Adrienne became part of the Pastoral 
Leadership Team at Beaverton 
Foursquare Church in Beaverton. 

Having the opportunity to be part of 
a church she grew up in as a child has 
been an incredible joy. Adrienne now 
works with the leadership team on 
its daily operations, building bridges 
that connect its 5,000 members to the 
greater community of the church and 
beyond.

One of her most treasured events 
is her church’s global connection 
with the Advent Conspiracy 
campaign. Over the past three years 
of involvement, around $600,000 has 
been raised, supporting teams that 
do such projects as dig wells in Haiti, 
build schools in Sierra Leone, and feed 
the hungry in Portland.

Adrienne has fond memories of 
Jesuit and is thankful for the many 
people at Jesuit like Don Clarke, who 
she was able to recently serve with on 
an Encounter, Carol Young and Donna 
Dermond, who sang at her wedding, 
and Jeff Hall and Elaine Kloser, who 
she participated with in recent drama 
summer camps. 

Adrienne’s advice for students—
come back to J-High from time to 
time. Jesuit is a strong community 
with many to help you along the way.  

Adrienne’s next steps are to 
complete her doctorate in strategic 
leadership and executive coaching. 
Jesuit has had a profound impact 
on her need to constantly learn, 
whether formal or informal. Once 
her dissertation is finished, Adrienne 
is looking forward to applying it to a 
ministry setting. 
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Ashleigh works with her kindergartners on an environmental project. Adrienne prays with the children of Beaverton foursquare church.



1963

Ron Cronin began coaching 
the freshmen football team while a 
senior at Jesuit. He was drafted into 
the Army in 1966 after coaching 
the JV football team and serving as 
head scout for Coach John Allen. 
He spent 16 months in the War 
in Thailand, and after returning 
continued to function as coach 
Allen’s head scout while beginning 
what has become a successful career 
as a nature photogapher. After two 
seasons assisting at Jesuit, Ron moved 
to the wilds of Tillamook County 
to concentrate on his photography, 
while at the same time playing his 
favorite sport, rugby football. 

In 1977, Ron continued the 
coaching philosophy he learned under 
his mentor, John Allen, and founded 
and coached the first women’s rugby 
team in Oregon, the Portland Zephyrs, 
The Zephyrs won eight consecutive 
Northwest League championships 
with a league record of 196-8-2. He 
retired from coaching and refereeing 
rugby in 1986 to put more emphasis 
on his growing photography career, 
and has continued in that endeavor 
to this day. 

Ron has returned to refereeing 
rugby, but spends most of his time 
managing his urban homestead with 
a large Japanese-style garden and 
a 10,000 square foot orchard and 
vegetable operation. His two-hour 
daily workouts on the track and in 
the weight room keep him fit, in 
an attempt to forestall the effects of 
the inevitable aging of an old Jesuit 
alumnus, and to allow him to carry 

Teddy is the eighth of Joe and Laurie 
Ferguson’s 17 grandchildren. Teddy’s 
enrollment makes the Fergusons 8 
for 8 in this second generation wave 
of Crusaders. Ted and Susan recently 
moved into a home on SW Woodside 
Drive, directly behind Jesuit High 
School. The rest of Teddy’s siblings, 
Emily, Ennis and Joe, are all planning 
to carry on the Jesuit tradition.

1988
Peter Piccardo graduated from 

Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo in June, 
1994 with a major  in City Planning.  
Pete is currently working for the City 
of Folsom as their Code Enforcement 
Supervisor. In 1999, Pete married 
Kristina Rink.  Kristina currently works 
at Salon Cuvee. They live in Land Park 
with their daughter, Audrey. 

1990
Nicholas Jwayad completed an 

Executive Education Program in 21st 
Century Leadership at the Harvard 
Kennedy School of Government in 
October 2011.

1991

Brian Dehen married Claudia 
Ciobanu July 23, 2011. Brian is a 
fourth-generation family member 
working for Dehen Jackets, Inc. and 
Claudia works for the Oregon State 
Parks and Recreation division as 
a policy adviser. Both avid tennis 
players, Brian and Claudia met on the 
tennis court in 2008. They reside in 

an 80-pound backpack full of his large 
format photography equipment. It is 
not a coincidence that he apparently 
follows the Jesuit motto, Age Quod 
Agis.

1972
David Quinn and his wife 

purchased Togo’s Great Sandwiches 
Restaurant by Jesuit High School in 
March 2012. Their daugher, Kelli ‘05, 
recently finished all of her schooling at 
the University of Oregon and Portland 
State and is now an accountant with 
Moss Adams in the Portland office.

1982
Mark Morasch, M.D. was 

named Professor of Surgery and the 
inaugural recipient of the John F. 
Marquardt, M.D., Clinical Research 
Professor of Vascular Surgery endowed 
professorship at Northwestern 
University Feinberg School of 
Medicine. Dr. Morasch has practiced 
at Northwestern since 1998 and is 
also the Clinical Practice Director for 
Vascular Surgery and Co-Director of 
the Thoracic Aortic Surgery Program 
in the Center for Vascular Disease at 
the Bluhm Cardiovascular Institute.   
He was recently named one of U.S. 
News & World Report Top Doctors 
2011.  He and his wife, Gemma, have 
four children, Giancarlo, Declan, 
Aibhlinn, and Stella.

1987

The second generation wave of 
Fergusons continues to roll at Jesuit 
High School. Teddy Ferguson ‘15, the 
son of Susan and Ted Ferguson ‘87, 
entered Jesuit as a freshman last fall. 

Class Notes
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Michaela (Foeller) Zacher and 
Brian Zacher are thrilled to introduce 
their first child, Brian Knox, born 
October 25, 2011. Knox is a very 
happy, healthy baby.

1996

Paul Hotchkiss and wife, Mari, 
celebrated the birth of their third son, 
Desmond, on January 17, 2012.

1997

Ryan Bass and wife, Olivia, 
welcomed son Arthur Cecil on January 
12, 2012.

Michelle (Fretta) Lontai and 
husband, Joe, welcomed daughter 
Sophia Maureen into their lives on 
January 8, 2012. They are enjoying 
this new year full of fun and love with 
their new baby girl.

Anthony Piccardo graduated 
from National University, July, 2011, 
with a major in criminal justice.  
Anthony is currently working at 
Livingston  Concrete and completing 
his secondary teaching credential.  
Anthony also earned the titled of 
‘Coach-of-the-Year’ while coaching 
the Rosemont High swimming and 
water polo teams. In 2009¸ he married 
Rachel Evon. Rachel received her BA 
from Sacramento State in June 2011 
with a major in elementary education.  
She is currently working as a teacher 
assistant while completing her 
elementary teaching credential.

1998

Anne Markusen Dubberke 
celebrated her one-year anniversary of 

their new house in SW Portland.

1992

Michael Bernards, co-founder 
of Hottie Guitars (www.hottieguitars.
com), invites the Jesuit community 
celebrate in his company’s success 
as they launch their guitars with 
Guitar Center around the US in New 
York, Nashville, and Hollywood, with 
hopefully more cities to come. If 
anyone in the Jesuit community has 
any in-roads with artists or dealerships 
that would be interested in helping 
with a new startup guitar company 
making high end quality custom 
guitars, please feel free to reach out to 
Michael. 

Tyone Stammers has accepted 
a job as a School Counselor at La 
Salle Catholic College Preparatory in 
Milwaukie, Oregon. He will continue 
to coach cross country and track & 
field at Jesuit High School.

1995

Nathan Naggi and wife, Visay, 
welcomed son Paul Vito on October 
25, 2011.
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in Lake Oswego, and the couple 
honeymooned in Aruba. Kelly is 
a Licensed Clinical Psychologist 
working at Associated Behavioral 
Health Care in Seattle. Dan, a graduate 
of the University of Washington, is the 
Acquisition Manager for Wilcynski 
Partners with Windermere Real Estate 
Co. The couple resides in Seattle.

2002
Stacey Beckman and husband, 

Andy, are expecting their first child 
on April 29, 2012. They don’t know 
whether it will be a boy or a girl and 
are holding out for the big surprise.

Meggan (McBride) Hornaday 
and her husband, Bill, welcomed 
daughter Kennedy Elizabeth on March 
29, 2012. Kennedy weighed 6 lbs, 1 
oz., and was 18.5 inches long.

Jimmy Owens married Laura 

Greyson William, on December 22, 
2011.

Michael Tabata graduated from 
Lewis and Clark Law School in June 
2011 and is now a practicing member 
of the Oregon State Bar. He is working 
at the Paul Krueger Law Firm on SW 
Macadam in Portland as a personal 
injury attorney.

2000
Alex Bloom received his 

doctorate in clinical psychology this 
past August from Pacific University. 
He is now completing his residency 
at a Portland-based organization and 
will be licensed this coming fall. He is 
also writing his first book, a self-help 
title meant to aid consumers who are 
new to therapy.

Amy Carnahan and husband, 
Chris, welcomed a baby girl, Sadie 
Elizabeth, on November 30, 2011. She 
joins big brother Blake, 2.5 yrs old. 

Melissa (Meek) Corica and 
husband, Craig, welcomed their first 
son, Logan Michael, on April 17, 2011. 

2001
Dr. Kelly Machan married Dan 

Wilcynski on August 13, 2011. The 
reception was held at The Foundry 

Class Notes
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marriage on September 4 to the love 
of her life, Greg Dubberke. 

Nora (Totonchy) Sheils 
was recently awarded the title of 
“Portland’s Best Wedding Planner” and 
“Portland’s Best All-Around Wedding 
Vendor” for the second year in a 
row. Nora started her event planning 
company, Bridal Bliss, in 2002 after 
graduating from Gonzaga University. 
Nora currently runs both Bridal Bliss 
as well as A List Events, a corporate 
event planning firm and plans over 
60 weddings and events per year. Her 
events have been featured in a number 
of local and national magazines and 
blogs, and she is a featured wedding 
expert on several morning TV shows. 
Nora’s success story is published in 
Dr. Lynda Falkenstein’s recent book, 
Graduate & Go. Nora lives in Portland 
with her husband Tyler.

Amy (Perko) Wu and husband 
Wayne Wu welcomed identical 
twins, Laurel and Scarlett, on August 
29, 2011. They join big brother 
Owen, who turned two years old in 
December!

1999

Megan Bioletto Melvin and her 
husband, Chad, welcomed their son, 
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Resident Teaching Artist for Round 
House Theatre Company, where she 
coordinates theater education for 
schools throughout the Washington, 
DC metro area.  She is also a company 
member of the Keegan Theater, the 
Irish theater of Washington. A busy 
working actor, she has performed in 
many venues including Round House, 
the Keegan, the Kennedy Center, 
Washington Shakespeare, DC Dog 
& Pony, Riant (NYC) Compass Rose 
(Anapolis) and Everyman Theatre 
(Baltimore). Brianna is a 2008 graduate 
of the Catholic University of America 
in Washington, DC.

2006
Rachel Wojciechowski will 

graduate with her master’s degree 
in social work from Virginia 
Commonwealth University in May 
2012.

2009
Connor Letourneau is a staff 

writer for the Daily Diamondback at 
the University of Maryland, where he 
is pursuing a degree in journalism.  
He is also the sports editor for 
Unwind Magazine. Connor has had 
four articles published in Bethesda 
Magazine.  He will be the sports editor 
for the Daily Diamondback during his 
last year at Maryland. This summer, 
he will be interning at the Baltimore 
Sun where he will cover the Raven’s 
training camp. 

Alex McDougall is a junior 
journalism student at the University of 
Oregon focusing on photography and 
multimedia. He is currently a photo 
editor and social media coordinator 
for the Oregon Daily Emerald. He 
recently won a silver medal in the 
66th College Photographer of the 
Year competition (Sports Division), 
co-sponsored by the University of 
Missouri and Nikon, Inc.

2011
Elizabeth Brenner was presented 

with the Johnny Carpenter Prep 
Athlete of the Year Award (6A/5A - 

Female) in February 2012. The Oregon 
Sports Awards Press Release reads 
in part, “One of the greatest female 
athletes in Oregon prep history, 
Brenner concluded her career at Jesuit 
High School with two championships. 
Named state 6A basketball player 
of the year for the state champions, 
Brenner scored an average of 15.9 
points per game and grabbing nine 
rebounds per outing; she was also 
first-team all-state and unanimous 
first-team all-tournament. In track and 
field, Elizabeth was state champion in 
shot put and second in javelin. She 
now plays volleyball and basketball at 
the University of Oregon.” 

Maureen Flanagan of Nashville, 
TN, in Nashville on September 10, 
2011. The groomsmen were all Jesuit 
alumni: John Owens ‘97, Frank 
Owens ‘98, Joe Owens ‘00, and Joey 
Kaempf ‘02. Jimmy is a 2006 graduate 
of Wabash College in Crawfordsville, 
IN, and Laura is a 2006 graduate of the 
University of Notre Dame. Jimmy and 
Laura are currently completing their 
MBAs at Stanford University and, 
afterward, will resume careers at Eli 
Lilly and Co. in Indianapolis, IN.

2003
Kelly Colwell enrolled in a M.Div 

program at Emmanuel College at the 
University of Toronto in fall 2010 
and will finish in April 2013. She is 
currently on a four-month internship 
in Manila, Philippines, learning 
about the particularities of activism 
in a (post) colonial country with her 
partner, Sheryl. After graduating, 
she is hoping for an internship with 
the World Council of Churches or 
another international ecumenical 
organization.

Sean Neary graduated cum laude 
from Willamette University College 
of Law and has recently opened the 
Law Office of Sean M Neary in Oregon 
City.  Sean focuses primarily on family, 
consumer and immigration law.

2004

Matt Edlen and wife, Adriana, 
celebrated the birth of their son, Jack 
Parker, on September 4, 2011. Born on 
his due date, Jack was a healthy 7 lbs. 
15.5 oz with a full head of hair and 
already singing the JHS fight song! 

Brianna Letourneau is the 



, 

Jesuit High School is committed to teach students to care for all of our 
world’s resources—human, environmental and economic—for a future 
that is equitable and sustainable. To further this goal, the Age Quod Agis 
magazine is printed on 10% post-consumer waste paper that is FSC 
certified. The cost averages less than $2.00 per magazine. We are being 
mindful of our environment, saving costs, and utilizing electronic 
forms of communication more than ever before at Jesuit High School. 
We hope you enjoy the printed editions of Age Quod Agis. 

If you would like to be removed from our mailing list for this magazine, please call (503) 291-5476 or e-mail 
kcerri@jesuitportland.org. Parents of Alumni: If you are still receiving your son’s or daughter’s mail, please 
contact us with the new information by calling us at (503) 291-5476 or e-mailing kcerri@jesuitportland.org. 
Thank you!
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What a glorious musical! Jesuit’s nationally recognized 
drama Program continued its run of high-quality theatrical 
hits with singin’ in THe rAin, featuring 99 tap dancers 
and oregon’s only predictable weather this season. Here, 
Andrew schmidt ‘12 croons the title tune under an onstage 
downpour. for more information about current drama 
Program activities, visit www.jesuitportland.org/drama.  
Photo by sara gray ‘02, sara gray Photography.


