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Age Quod Agis
Jesuit’s Campus Footprint Expands
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Arndorfer, Greg Specht, and CFO Ken Foley. Jesuit acquired the property that borders its campus in Dec.

President’s Message
In recent months, Jesuit High
School has experienced much joy,
opportunities for growth, times of
much needed reflection, and the
passing of two giants in our history
and formation as a Catholic and Jesuit
High School. We have much for which
to be grateful—and we can never lose
sight of that. You will have the chance
to read in this issue of the Age evidence
of these and other significant points
in our Jesuit journey.
On the very positive side, Jesuit
completed the acquisition of the
contiguous-to-our-west Valley Plaza
Shopping Center. This 14.2-acre
addition to our property was made
possible through the generosity of
benefactors who generously donated
well more than half of the purchase
price of the $17.2M. This acquisition,
in the “hoped-for” stages for many
years, will increase our campus
footprint by more than 40% and
will allow us to look to our future in
very deliberate and intentional ways.
Although there are no current plans
to build on this site or to increase
enrollment, this strategic acquisition
will also allow us to dream about
what we want to be in 15, 25, and
even 50 years. Perhaps one of the
more noteworthy aspects of this new
opportunity is that no tuition dollars
have been used to purchase or to
maintain the property. The cash flow
from current and future tenants is

and will continue to be positive—and
helps us reduce the loan balance on
this purchase. We have, indeed, been
blessed.
In January, the Board of Trustees
approved a tuition increase of $1,000
to a level of $12,975 for the 20142015 academic year. Of this increase,
$450 is due to “normal increases” in
budgetary items, including faculty/
staff salary and benefits, financial
aid, and general operating expenses.
The first two categories account for
the vast majority of this increase. The
balance of $550 is devoted to next
year’s roll-out of our 1-1 Program for
all faculty and students. This includes
the cost of the iPads, new personnel
to help our students, faculty, and staff,
infrastructure improvements, and
programs.
Over the past three years, at the
direction of the Board of Trustees, the
school has kept its annual operating
increases for tuition below 4%. The
implementation of the 1-1 Program
in the fall will not allow us to do that
for next year. It is hoped that students
and families will experience a deep
drop in the cost of textbooks as the
school moves to eBooks for most
classes for next year to help offset
much of the tuition increase related to
the iPad implementation. Even with
this increase in tuition, the school
intends to offer significant need-based
financial aid to all qualifying students.
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In February, after more than
three-quarters of a year in preparation,
two separate visiting teams, one
for Accreditation and the other for
Sponsorship, came to our school
to assess our standing as both a
college-preparatory school and, even
more importantly, as a Catholic and
Jesuit school. We experienced great
affirmation in both areas—and yet,
as Fr. Pedro Arrupe, S.J. told all of us
more than 30 years ago, we must not
rest on our successes because there is
always so much we can and must do.
Our motto, Age Quod Agis, continues
to inspire us!
The spring musical, Shrek,
kicked off on February 27 the first of
a dozen performances. The music,
choreography,
directing,
student
talent on stage and in our tech crews,
the invaluable “costume crew,” and
many other efforts behind the scene
made Shrek one of the very best
musicals in our history. Well more
than 6,000 theater-goers packed the
Moyer Theatre over the course of
the musical. Special congrats to our
fearless drama leaders of 23 and 22
years respectively, Jeff Hall and Elaine
Kloser!
In February, too, principal,
Paul Hogan; superior of the Jesuit
community, JK Adams, S.J.; Board vicechair Brian Maag; and I traveled to
Los Altos, California for the first-ever
gathering of leadership teams from
all 18 Jesuit schools in what will soon
become the new USA West province of
the Society of Jesus. What an exciting
time this was for us as we learned
much about the 17 other schools and
shared our story too. There is great
and positive anticipation as we move
toward USA West!
In March, admissions director
Erin DeKlotz and her team completed
their review of the second largest
ninth-grade applicant pool in Jesuit’s
history. Letters of acceptance, along
with need-based financial aid awards
for qualifying students, were mailed
to these students on March 14. On
that same day, letters were also sent
to students not gaining admission to
our school. Sadly, I can tell you that
many highly qualified eighth-graders

received non-acceptance letters as
we made very difficult decisions in
limiting our incoming class to 325
students—30 fewer than last year—
as we move to an overall enrollment
of 1250-1260 students over the next
few years. The impact of the work of
Erin and her team continues to be
very significant as she and they help
to shape our future in each and every
way.
You will have the chance to read
about these and other very touching
stories in this AGE issue, including
ones about those serving our country
in the military and about the recent
deaths of Fr. Ed. McTighe, S.J., who
served our community so inspiringly
for 40 years, and Connie Muessle,
who was ever-present in the life of our
school for many years and who was
the “founding mother” of what was
to become Jesuit’s alumni association.
We are deeply indebted to both Fr. Ed
and Connie.
Lastly, on January 21st, we lost far
too early Sean Keefer, a member of the
class of 2013. Sean’s ability to touch
lives in his very quiet, humble, and
brilliant way will not be forgotten.
Alums across the country celebrated
in prayer and at Mass Sean’s life – just
as we were doing at the same time in
the Moyer Theatre on the evening of
January 22nd.
Each day in my work at Jesuit, I
realize the goodness of our school
community. Yes, we celebrate many
grand successes in the classroom, in
our retreats and at our Friday Masses,
in drama and choir, in robotics, in
the athletic arena, in Mock Trial, in
Christian Service, and in so many
other ways. We also, however,
acknowledge the sadness and loss that
are part of life’s journey—and at the
same time express gratitude always
for who we are and the opportunities
God has given to each of us. You too
are part of our journey. Thank you.
We are blessed because of you.
Sincerely,

John J. Gladstone
President

All-American Blizzardy Soccer Game

Christo Michaelson ‘14 (#20 in the photo) takes a break from the Boys High School All-American
soccer game, played in blizzard conditions in Downington, PA, on December 14, 2013. During
season play, Christo helped lead his team to a second straight Class 6A state championship, won his
second straight selection as Metro League Player of the Year, and won Class 6A state Player of the
Year honors for a second time. He was named MVP of the All-American game. Christo will attend
Gonzaga University in the fall and plans to play soccer at the university. Photo by Lynn Michaelson.

29th Annual Mother-Son Mass and Brunch

Attendees enjoyed Jesuit’s 29th annual Mother-Son Mass
and Brunch held at the Hilton Hotel in November 2013.
With over 700 hundred registered guests, the Mother–
Son Mass and Brunch continues to be a favorite and
festive event! The morning begins with a special mom
and son photo, a reflective Mass and program followed
with a hearty breakfast (including plenty of chatter). The
brunch has become a tradition for many families. We
hope you will join us next year for this annual event on
Sunday, November 23, 2014.
Photos by Dan Falkner.
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Campus Corner
JCTV: The Latest Buzz at Jesuit!

Powers.
“I’m very excited about the future of JCTV,” said
club mentor and parent volunteer Steve Mueller. “The
possibilities for the variety of broadcasts we do are endless.
The progress the students have made is tremendous. They
are young professionals who know the bar we set is high
and really care about the quality of their work. I couldn’t
be more proud.”
With interest and viewership rising, JCTV is eager to
tackle an extensive winter schedule that includes all home
varsity basketball games.

BY CLAIRE MCCARTHY ‘14

Claire McCarthy is currently a senior at Jesuit High School
and has been a member of JCTV since its inception in fall 2013.
Claire regularly produces “Claire’s Coaches Corner” on JCTV,
on which she interviews coaches, students-athletes, and alums.
You can view Claire’s interviews and live broadcasts of games
by following the link for JCTV from jesuitportland.org or going
directly to www.jesuitportland.org/jctv.

Taylor Sutton ‘14, Thomas Vickers ‘15, Will Glisson ‘15, Christian Thurley
‘15, and Claire McCarthy ‘14 all work together to make student-run JCTV
successful.

Together We Can - JHS Food Drive

The latest buzz at Jesuit is the sports broadcast club,
Jesuit Crusaders Television (JCTV). The club was introduced
to the student body as a co-curricular activity in September
2013, and recently completed a successful fall season that
included live broadcasts of all home varsity football games
and the majority of home soccer games.
JCTV is a completely student-run organization with
members performing all roles necessary for the broadcast:
announcing, producing, and operating the camera. Any
student is welcome to join, and club membership has more
than doubled since the beginning of the school year.
“I decided to join JCTV because sports are a huge part
of my life, and I was excited about another way to stay
connected with the sports at Jesuit,” said junior Christian
Thurley, cameraman and color commentator.
JCTV provides students the opportunity to experience a
different outlet of sports off the playing field. Although no
experience is necessary to join the club, most members are
big fans and are knowledgeable about sports.
“Not only do I enjoy watching and broadcasting games,
but I am also amazed by the fact that we are able to reach
hundreds of people and bring them a game they would
otherwise be unable to see,” said junior Thomas Vickers,
football play-by-play announcer.
By streaming online, JCTV reaches Crusader fans not
only all over the country but internationally as well. Over
1600 people tuned into JCTV for the Holy War, the famed
football game between Jesuit and Central Catholic.
“JCTV is off to a great start and will continue to grow
and transform each year as students learn more and more
about television production,” said club moderator Scott

BY ERIN LARNER ‘14

This year marks the 45th year of Jesuit’s Food Drive. Stacks of donated
food tower nearly to the ceiling in the Student Center.

Jesuit’s Food Drive began Dec. 5 with students collecting
cans to help feed those marginalized by society. The Food
Drive often marks the beginning of the holiday season for
the school, as the whole community comes together for a
common goal.
This year marks the 45th year of Jesuit’s Food Drive.
The first food drive at Jesuit was in 1969, and it served 40
families and raised a total of $350.
Ten years ago the Jesuit Food Drive collected 32,100
pounds of food and $9,390 while serving 267 families.
Last year the Food Drive collected 41,000 pounds of food
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and $14,600 while serving 361 families. This year the Food
Drive will again serve 361 families.
Jesuit has partnered with St. Vincent De Paul from the
beginning and continues this partnership for the 2013 food
drive. The goal of the food drive is the same as always: to
raise awareness about hunger and help feed those in need.
“Someone once said that it is not Christmas until the
Food Drive is over,” said Christian Service Director, Mr.
Scott Powers. “I think it is a big part of the season and it
truly brings the school together. It’s a stressful time of the
year for everyone, but it helps people get into the true spirit
of the season.”
The Food Drive greatly impacts the school and can really
been seen in the eyes of those who once were freshman and
did not realize how big the food drive truly was.
“Freshman year I thought the Food Drive was some
small thing like bring in a can or two,” said Emily Holman
‘16. “When I realized everyone brought in about two bags
or more I was shocked and could not wait to help contribute
even more like the upperclassmen were doing.”
Advice to the freshman is consistently to bring in more
cans. One can buy canned food at the store, but canvassing
with friends can also be a humbling and fun way to collect
cans, and is encouraged.
The Food Drive continues through Dec. 18, when
students will bring all their cans from their first period
classes into the student center and sort them into various
categories. Each student becomes involved in this and
often students will try to stack cans in pyramid-like fashion
to reach the ceiling.
“I always look forward to the day when the entire
student body travels back and forth between classrooms
and cafeteria constantly smiling as their arms grow sore
from carrying so much food,” said Abby Wachter ‘14.
“Everyone is helping.”
Another way to be involved in the Food Drive is to
deliver food. Delivering food entails taking food boxes after
the half day of school to various families throughout the
Portland area.
The Food Drive is an impactful event that affects people
of all ages, including the faculty. It never ceases to amaze
people how great of an affect the entire Jesuit community
can have when it comes together to help those in need.

THE 25TH ANNUAL PUTNAM COUNTY SPELLING BEE kicked off the Drama
Season with music and comedy and a heartwarming story about the
importance of both standing out and fitting in at the same time.

incoming class in Jesuit history.
Over the summer, juniors and seniors completed a total
of 8,400 hours of Christian Service, volunteering in five
different coutries with multiple organizations.
The men’s varsity soccer team brought home the state
title for the second year in a row.
The football team, women’s soccer team, and volleyball
team all ended their successful seasons as Metro League
champions.
These three teams made great playoff runs with the
football team advancing to the state championship, and
the volleyball team and women’s soccer team both reaching
the semifinals. The cross country team showed great
determination with several runners advancing to state.
Following the fall season, Jesuit currently sits first in
The Oregonian Cup standings. The Oregonian Cup is given
annually to schools that exhibit “combined excellence
in academics, activities, athletics and sportsmanship,”
according to Oregonlive.
In November, Jesuit’s drama department put on the
musical comedy, “The 25th Annual Putnam County
Spelling Bee.”
Wendall Tseng ‘15 said, “The play was very entertaining!
The cast was amazing and extremely talented.”
The show was truly one of a kind, calling up four
audience members to participate in the show each night.
One of the lucky audience members to be chosen was
Sam Remington ‘14.
“Believe it or not, it was probably one of my favorite
school experiences of the year,” said Remington. “I’ve never
heard of a play where the audience gets to interact like that.
The cast did a really good job.”
Jesuit’s 45th annual food drive served over 360 families
in December 2013. The food drive, a huge part of the Jesuit
community, marks a special time when students get to see

Appeared in the December 2013 Issue of the Jesuit Crusader.

Best of First Semester
BY SYDNEY MONFRIES ‘15

As we jump into the second semester, it’s time to take
a look back and recognize some of the incredible feats and
accomplishments.
The school year got off to a record-breaking start
in September by welcoming 355 freshmen, the largest
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Campus Corner
the whole school come together for a remarkable purpose.
“I think [the food drive] brings everyone together for
a great cause,” said Mary Makowski ‘15. “The atmosphere
is filled with happiness because we get to help others in a
really fun way.”
Also in the first semester, the administration made a
significant change around campus by adding a gate closing
off the entry from the Valley Plaza parking lot to the east
side of campus, near Sprunk Field.
To gain access, all students who regularly use the
parking lot were administered key cards. The gate was
added to ensure that the campus stays secure all day.
The Jesuit student body has several things to look
forward to in second semester. The senior class is beginning
their last semester of high school, and students can look
forward to many activities and opportunities. There is the
continuation of winter sports, the beginning of spring
sports, and the debut of Shrek: The Musical in February.

Next year, Fr. Paul Grubb, S.J. ‘91, JHS teacher and coach, will be
spending nine months in Australia to expand his growth with the church
during his Tertianship.

without Father Grubb.
Father Grubb is also involved with sports on campus.
He has previously been a chaplain for sports teams and is
the head coach for the Varsity and JV ski teams.
Father Grubb is one of the many alumni faculty
members at Jesuit. Father Grubb has been a member of our
community since 1998.
Completing his final year at Jesuit, Father Grubb is
planning on being just as active as he has been in the past.
Students at Jesuit encourage Father Grubb on his journey
Down Under and are excited to hear about his adventures
throughout the next few years.

Appeared in the January 2014 Issue of the Jesuit Crusader.

Fr. Grubb in the Outback
BY KATIE KELLEY ‘16

Next year, Father Paul Grubb, S.J., an alumnus and
freshman Theology teacher at Jesuit High School, will be
embarking on his year of Tertianship as a Jesuit. Father
Grubb will be spending nine months in Australia to expand
his growth with the church.
Tertianship is the seventh stage in completing the
process to become a Jesuit priest before taking Final Vows.
The goal of Tertianship is to stretch you beyond your
comfort zone.
After completing his First Assignment as a teacher at
Jesuit, Father Grubb is off on a new adventure.
“I will be doing lots of different things while in
Australia,” says Father Grubb. “It is kind of an enrichment
year. The idea is the Jesuits go do something new and are
challenged in new ways. For part of the time I will be doing
a 30-day silent retreat. I will also go to rural communities in
the outback, and be a priest with aboriginal peoples.”
The nature of Father Grubb’s journey will lead him
into new and exotic places. Although the student body is
excited to see him take on a new adventure, they are also
sad to see Father Grubb leave, especially the students who
have had him as a teacher.
“Last year, Father Grubb was my Faith Formation
teacher,” says Molly Jansky ‘16. “I am extremely sad to see
such a core part of our faculty leave, but I am excited for
him and his adventure ahead.”
Father Grubb is very involved on campus. Aside from
teaching Theology, he participates in masses on a regular
basis. The campus will have a different feel next year

Appeared in the January 2014 Issue of the Jesuit Crusader.

Genius Among Us: Finding Cures
BY AMIE HOOKLAND ‘15

When most people think of medical research, they think
of scientists and doctors performing intense experiments
in labs at prestigious universities across the United States.
While that possesses some truth, medical research of
Alzheimer’s disease, or AD, actually takes place closer to
Jesuit High School than one may think.
Nivedita Mandal ‘14 has been interning at a lab at OHSU
since her freshman year at Jesuit, studying certain proteins
and their relation to Alzheimer’s. Before being accepted to
intern at the lab, Mandal volunteered at a nursing home
and worked with people suffering from different forms of
memory loss, particularly Alzheimer’s disease.
“The experience was very different from anything I
had done before,” said Mandal. “I really wanted to help the
people.”
As part of Mandal’s lab at OHSU, she created her own
study of Alzheimer’s disease, working with Biochemistry
and Neuroscience researchers as well as undergraduate,
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they could discover a possible career that can make a
difference in our world today.
Appeared in the January 2014 Issue of the Jesuit Crusader.

Stand Up to Bullying
BY NAOD AYNALEM ‘15

The newest club at Jesuit, The Upstander Club, is taking
over the school one green poster at a time.
The Upstander Club’s goal is to educate students,
faculty, and staff about the destructive nature of bullying.
Bullying is not always as overt as getting pushed into a
locker; it is usually more discreet.

“We are about getting people to
think that their differences are
actual strengths, not weaknesses.”

Nivedita Mandal ‘14 has been interning at a lab at OHSU since her
freshman year at Jesuit, studying certain proteins and their relation to
Alzheimer’s disease.

graduate, and post-graduate students on experiments like
protein and RNA extractions.
“With my work on AD,” continued Mandal, “I focused
on mitigating abnormally produced proteins called
β -Amyloid, which are thought to have a strong correlation
with AD pathology.”
Mandal’s research has led her to start testing Inositol
Hexakisphosphate, or IP6, as a possible treatment for
Alzheimer’s disease because of its protective effects against
hydrogen peroxide. So far Mandal’s experiments show
that IP6 protects against β - Amyloid in environments that
contain hydrogen peroxide, making her treatment ideas
seem promising.
By using chemistry equipment like beakers, petri dishes,
and numerous chemicals, Mandal also studies MTS assays
and Thioflavin-T assays that contribute to her findings.
Although she spends many long days of researching
during the summer and hours after school at the lab,
Mandal continues to enjoy performing extensive
experiments, learning about new research on Alzheimer’s
disease, and learning lab techniques. Since she continues
to volunteer with the elderly, Mandal loves combining her
close relationships with Alzheimer’s patients and doing
scientific research to help find a treatment for the disease.
“At the end of a study, it is an immensely satisfying
feeling to say that I have contributed toward helping the
suffering population,” said Mandal.
Mandal credits her relationships and work with
Alzheimer’s patients to helping her build and maintain
motivation for continuing her research. She is grateful
for her research experience because the knowledge she
is gaining will help her pursue her dream of becoming a
medical surgeon.
Mandal encourages high school students to consider
researching something that is of interest to them because

- Khalid Maxie, Dean of Students & Security

Mr. Khalid Maxie, Club Moderator, spoke with teachers
and counselors to assemble a group of students who were
committed to doing justice and would take leadership in a
new movement. Around 20 students were personally asked
to join, along with a Core Team that would take charge of
the club. The Core Team consists of sophomores Eli Rajotte,
Kendall Shelby, and Hadley Wilhoite.
“If only one student at Jesuit is being affected by a
bully, it is a problem,” said Mr. Maxie. “I only know about
20% of the actual bullying that goes on around here.”
The club wants to create students who are willing to
take action during a time of struggle. The club’s name
references people who are against bullying and are trying
to make a change in their community.
“We are about getting people to think that their
differences are actual strengths, not weaknesses,” said Mr.
Maxie.
As opposed to a bystander who stands by and watches,
an upstander is someone who gets up and leaves the
situation or, better yet, stands up to the bully.
“Even though it seems like an easy thing to do, people
often don’t do anything,” said Shelby.
The first order of business for the club was a Leadership
Seminar to begin the education needed to become an
upstander. They looked at statistics, cases of bullying, and
learned the facts about bullying. They also watched an
inspirational, spoken-word reading called “To This Day” by
Shane Koyczan.
“I think this video brought all of it into perspective,”
said Wilhoite. “It taught us that bullying follows its victims
for the rest of their lives.”
The Latin phrase and club’s motto, E Pluribus Unum,
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Campus Corner
sums up their beliefs. It means “Out of many, one.” Out of
all the different peoples, races, religions, and ancestries, we
are all still one.
It is a principal part of Jesuit’s mission to include and
serve all groups of people. The Upstander Club represents
the strides we have taken as a school to become the inclusive
and loving community we have set out to be.
Although the club is not open for everyone to join,
anyone can still be an Upstander.
“It’s a matter of standing up for what you believe in,”
said Rajotte.

their own personal story, and more background information
being given on Lord Farquaad.
Earlier in the week tech theater members were assigned
to different groups to help set up for the play. The groups
consist of lights, set design, and sounds.
Not only are they well-known for lights and sounds,
but for creating visually dazzling sets and props for the
play as well. Currently, Tech Theater has started to finish
building a ferocious, fire-breathing dragon and creating a
terrifying ogre.
The dragon puppet is over 20 feet long, and will take
four tech theater members to operate it. Shrek and other
ogres’ masks were designed by Jesuit alumnus Justin Rapp.
“I personally love the dragon puppet we’ve started
building,” said Tech Theater member Jennifer Manning ‘15.
“I just know the audience will love it too.”
Jesuit plays usually have two months of preparation
time. The month before opening night is when rehearsals
and construction usually take place.
“Rehearsals are usually two and a half hours long and
begin at 3:30,” said Nicole Manning ‘15, who will be playing
the ugly duckling. “As opening night gets closer, rehearsals
take about three to four hours.”
Apart from rehearsals, actors and tech members need
preparation time before an actual play begins. Stage
members have a two hour call time where they can warm
up their voices, put on make-up, and get into character.
“Being a part of the cast is an amazing experience,” said
drama member Emily Strand ‘16. “It’s a great way to get to
know new people and be a part of something bigger than
yourself that you get to share with others.”
Shrek the Musical, like other Jesuit plays, is predicted
to be a huge success. Fans of all ages can expect to see a
dazzling set, lively dancing, and a great soundtrack.

Appeared in the January 2014 Issue of the Jesuit Crusader.

“Nothing Like the Rest:” Shrek the
Musical Drama Production
BY SAMANTHA LOUIE ’16

In October, Drama Club volunteers (including Principal Paul Hogan, in the
Donkey ears) presented a fashion show as the Drama Program’s costume
team completed an initial set of costumes for SHREK THE MUSICAL. By the
end of the school year, some of Jesuit’s SHREK costumes will have been
used in four different productions of the show.

This year’s drama season is not like the others.
Throughout the end of February and beginning of March,
the drama cast will be turning the well-known movie Shrek
into a musical.
Many people have seen the DreamWorks Animation
movie Shrek, which was released in 2001 and directed by
Andrew Adamson and Vicky Jenson. Three years later the
movie spawned into a sequel, eventually creating a total of
four Shrek movies.
Jesuit High School’s drama department has taken the
beloved movie and adapted it to be a musical. Drama
fans can surely expect there to be new twists and turns
throughout the play.
The play generally follows the same story: an ogre
named Shrek falling in love with Princess Fiona, whom has
a secret of her own.
However, fans can expect to see new characters with

•

The cast of SHREK THE MUSICAL included a colorful collection of Fairy Tale
Characters, led by Conner Myers ’14 as Pinocchio. He is flanked here by
Erika Beale ’14 as Sugarplum Fairy (and the voice of The Gingerbread
Man), and Erin Strader ’14 as Mama Bear. Photo by Jeff Hall.
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Educator Spotlight

Each month, all JHS faculty and staff members are invited to nominate
a colleague as Educator of the Month. At the first faculty meeting of
the month, a JHS faculty or staff member is honored with the Educator
of the Month Award. Chris Smart, Academic Vice Principal, calls the
winner up in front of his or her peers and reads the tribute to that
month’s educator.

Jason Hildreth
January’s Educator of the Month

homework accountability! Not only do students learn
geometry and pre-calculus, they also must learn to think
critically and solve complex problems, truly making this
class deserving of its “honors” modifier.
While this has taken countless hours of preparation,
monitoring and fine tuning, Jason has also found the time
to raise a family and has spent 18 of his 19 years here on
staff as an assistant coach and a head coach at the freshman
and jv levels in our football program. His students and
student-athletes have been well-served by his commitment
to excellence and his no-nonsense approach to the task at
hand.
For his exemplary commitment to the ideals of Ignatian
and Jesuit education and to the students of Jesuit High
School in Portland, Oregon, we are pleased to honor Jason
Hildreth as the January, 2014 Educator of the Month.

Jason, in his 19th year
of service to the students
and staff of Jesuit, is a
model of humility and
quiet dedication. As an
early adopter of seamlessly
and successfully blending
technology in the classroom,
Jason provides his peers a
model of what a successful
1-1 program can look like.
Jason’s Honors Geometry
course provides an experience
for a Jesuit student like no other. Not only did he write
the textbook, but he has also set up the course so that the
majority of homework and assessments are completed
online. This in effect has “solved” the assessment problem
that has plagued math teachers throughout the decades—

curriculum, but he has also trained our scholastics in its
presentation to the freshmen. Besides his excellent work
every day with five sections of freshmen, Paul has been
an exemplary minister of the Eucharist and a passionate
and engaging homilist at school liturgies. He has served
as an Encounter chaplain, a board member of St. Andrew
Nativity School, a member of the Alumni Council, a
soccer chaplain, a member of the Accreditation Steering
Committee, and for the past two years has read over 1,200
admission applications as a member of the Admissions
Committee.
Paul has also distinguished himself as a member of
our ski racing coaching staff, and has served as head coach
since 2011. This is a rare situation in a Jesuit high school
today, and in his tenure as head coach, the skiers have
captured the combined state title for the past four years.
Paul embodies and promotes the mission of Jesuit High
School, especially as evidenced by our 8 Core Covenants.
He is a skilled technical coach, but more importantly he
manifests the essential Jesuit and Ignatian values in his
interactions with his student-athletes and fellow coaches.
For his exemplary commitment to the ideals of Ignatian
and Jesuit education and to the students of Jesuit High
School in Portland, Oregon, we are pleased to honor Paul
Grubb, S.J. as the February, 2014 Educator of the Month.

Fr. Paul Grubb, S.J.
February’s Educator of the Month
Paul, in his sixth year of service to the students and
staff of Jesuit, is a model of the priest educator and a true
son of Loyola!
Paul is the author of and the inspiration behind our
well-established and respected Freshman Faith Formation
curriculum. He not only developed and executed the

•
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Celebrating the Life of Fr. Ed McTighe, S.J. - 7/30/30 • 2/3/14

Fr. Ed McTighe, S.J. passed away on February 3, 2014.
His desire was that his ashes be returned to Jesuit High
School for a funeral Mass before internment at Mount St.
Michael’s Cemetery in Spokane.
Fr. McTighe’s funeral Mass was held at Jesuit HS on
Friday, February 14. The Mass of resurrection was held in
Knight Gym to accommodate the many friends who knew
and loved Fr. McTighe as their teacher, or their chaplain,
colleague or confidant. The joyful prayers of the Catholic
funeral Mass were interwoven with rich and heart-felt
memories of a man who had brought so much comfort,
knowledge, consolation and music into their lives.
There was one couple present who were celebrating
their 33rd anniversary that morning—Fr. McTighe had
presided at that wedding. Mr. Tom Manning (class of 1971
and Theology teacher at JHS) gave a tender eulogy recalling
the fun, demanding and holy man Fr. McTighe was. And
Mr. Denny McTighe, Father’s youngest sibling, graced us
with his presence. Mr. McTighe left Jesuit with a strong
appreciation for how deeply his brother was loved here,
and he left carrying Fr. McTighe’s earthly remains back to
Spokane where his family and the Jesuits there will honor
him and finally bring him to his place of rest among the
other Oregon Province Jesuits at Saint Michael’s Cemetery.
Fifty years ago, in the fall of 1963, Fr. McTighe began
his residence and ministry at Jesuit High School. He arrived

•

at Jesuit during the school’s infancy and was instrumental
in the school’s maturation. During his 20 years teaching
Religion and English in Jesuit’s classrooms, he was also in
charge of the grounds and planted all of the trees along
Mary’s Way and the South Wing, which are his pride and
joy. In addition, Fr. McTighe was director of Jesuit’s Boy’s
Glee Club from 1963 until 1975.
After his retirement from 18 years at Providence St.
Vincent’s Hospital in 2003, Fr. McTighe continued his
residence at Jesuit, where he was a substitute teacher, sung
with the student liturgy band, and played the electric piano
at the weekly school liturgies. Fr. McTighe also celebrated
weekday Masses in the Canisius Chapel at 7:15 a.m., often
playing the organ, and helped out at various parishes in
California and Oregon.
These have been years of great generosity from Father
McTighe, and years of true grace from God. His joyful and
prayerful presence is going to be deeply missed.
Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam!

Father JK Adams, S.J.
Superior, Canisius Jesuit Community, Jesuit HS
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Remembering Fr. McTighe, S.J.

Teacher, Musician, Priest,
Groundskeeper, Friend
EXCERPTS FROM THE EULOGY BY TOM MANNING ‘71

same time. From 1963 until 1975 he ran the Jesuit High
School’s Glee Club. It was a men’s choir that performed
at various Jesuit functions. He was passionate about this.
He loved to sing and in his retirement years played the
keyboard and sang with the Jesuit Liturgy Band. For many
years he also played the organ at the 7:15 am morning mass
over in the chapel.
While teaching English and running the Glee Club,
Fr. McTighe also was the head groundskeeper. He loved
working the Jesuit grounds. In the mid-60s he planted the
21 trees along the side of Xavier and Ignatius halls. Almost
every day after school we would see him driving his big red
riding lawn mower over the pristine lawns of Jesuit High
School. He liked things perfect.
For the last 18 years of his ministry, St. Vincent’s
Hospital was graced to have Fr. McTighe as a chaplain. I
think we would all agree that Father always brought a joyous
presence to all of those around him. He radiated warmth
and compassion. He loved people and he was proud of his
quick Irish wit and good sense of humor. His job was to
bring the joy of Christ to those who needed it most.
Let us thank God for all the love and the grace we
received from Fr. McTighe as teacher, musician, priest,
groundskeeper, and friend.

Fr. McTighe was full of love and grace. I think perhaps
Father’s greatest love was teaching English. He had a
passion for it. He knew his material well and he demanded
perfection. He worked us very hard. He gave difficult tests
and there was no hand-holding. We had to know all of the
parts of speech, several poems including “The Raven” which
contained 1086 words, and all 1002 words of another poem
called “The Highwayman.”
At one time Fr. McTighe’s father was a professional
minor league baseball player. He liked baseball and I am
sure that every one of his students, some 2000 of us who
at some time sat in Fr. McTighe’s English class, remember
memorizing one of his favorite poems called “The Base
Stealer.” Next time you are at an airport and you meet a
guy who went to Jesuit High from the mid 60s to the mid
80s, ask him: Did you have to memorize “The Base Stealer?”
He’ll respond, “Of course.”
Another source of love and grace for Fr. McTighe was
music. The first time I ever saw him play music was when
my brother was a freshman in 1963. I was nine years old.
We went to the spaghetti dinner held in the cafeteria. It
was Jesuit’s main fundraiser. In those days there was a stage
in the cafeteria and Fr. McTighe would entertain by playing
the piano and organ: sometimes both instruments at the

•
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Diversity Update

Andres - Oaxaca, Mexico

Chrisleine - Emory Law

The Places to Go...Summer Adventures Offer
BY DAVID BLUE ‘93, DIVERSITY DIRECTOR

Opportunities to Grow

The entire trip was not all work, Andres says, as he
built friendships, received an understanding of his parents’
upbringing, and gained a better world perspective. One of
his fondest memories was playing center for the Oaxaca
community basketball team, where they loved him because
of his rebounding and shot blocking abilities.

Three years ago, St. Andrew Nativity graduates
Chrisleine Temple, Andres Gonzalez, Josephine Ananouko
and Nebeu Fekede made the decision to attend Jesuit High
School, hoping it would open doors to future opportunities.
Although their freshmen and sophomore years had ups and
downs, all were driven to meet every obstacle thrown their
way. Their hard work paid off this past summer when they
were able to parlay their efforts into opportunities outside
of the Jesuit community.

Chrisleine Temple ‘15
Last summer Chrisleine got a jump on the college
experience through her work with the Minds Matters
program and their generous donors. Chrisleine traveled to
Atlanta, Georgia, and attended classes at Emory University.
The main focus of her internship was the Law and Litigation
course she was accepted into. She enjoyed the opportunity
to read over 20 cases with topics ranging from cannibalism
to copyright infringements. For the course’s final task,
Chrisleine represented the Beatles Recording Company in
a copyright infringement lawsuit filed against the Public
Broadcasting Network in front of a judge. Along with her
cohort, she also attended a College 101 course assisting
with the college application process.
Outside of the classroom, Chrisleine says she enjoyed
volunteering at Project Med Share, sorting and preparing
donated medical supplies for shipping to Haiti, Niger, and

Andres Gonzalez ‘15
As a freshman, Andres listened to presentations from
upperclassmen about their Christian service trips around
the world and envisioned doing the same. This past summer
after hours and hours of fundraising and training sessions,
Andres made the trip to Oaxaca, Mexico for an immersion
trip with students from around the country. During the trip
he says he learned how to interact with the community and
taught a class for youth aged 3-15 years old, emphasizing
the importance of eating right and being active. His Oaxaca
Amigos group also played a significant part in building a
school cafeteria for students who walked two miles during
lunch each day.
•
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Nebeu - Boston University

Josephine - Exchange Student

a Glimpse of Life Beyond High School
house. This past summer through the Andeo International
Homestays program, she enjoyed the opportunity to host
an exchange student from France.
JoJo says she didn’t know what to expect at first, but
once Isy arrived all nerves went away. She immersed herself
in the Ananouko household and was very open-minded
about participating in family activities, even JoJo’s Christian
service project at an after-school program in Portland. Isy
toured all over the northwest from Portland to Seattle’s
Space Needle. Isy is back home now, but JoJo says that they
stay in touch despite the nine-hour time difference. She
learned a lot about French culture and has memories that
she will never forget.

The Republic of Congo. One of her favorite memories was
visiting the High Museum of Art in Atlanta, Georgia, which
displays famous paintings from the Dutch Golden Age,
including pieces from Rembrandt.

Nebeu Fekede ‘15
Also a participant in the Minds Matter program, Nebeu
spent part of his summer living the college experience as
he traveled across the country to attend Boston University.
Once there, Nebeu attended business and journalism
courses while adjusting to the heat and humidity of dorm
rooms with no air conditioning.
Nebeu admits his most memorable experiences came
during his free time hanging out with new friends and
having a taste of freedom and college life. He says that
he ventured all over Boston, relishing the diversity and
culture of the east coast. One night he and a couple of his
classmates sat outside Fenway Park and listened to 50,000
scream as Paul McCartney performed.

Onward!
Andres, Chrisleine, JoJo and Nebeu have matured and
grown considerably since leaving St. Andrew Nativity to
attend Jesuit, but their spirit and work ethics have been
constant. Their adventures this past summer created eternal
memories and friendships and a glimpse into their possible
future endeavors. We look forward to supporting them in
their journey through high school and into college.

Josephine Ananouko ‘15
While her classmates were traveling far from Oregon to
learn more about the world, JoJo brought the world to her

•
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Athletics

The JHS track team and lacrosse team train on Cronin Field after a winter snow storm blanketed Portland in February 2014. Photos by Mike Hughes.

Athletic Competitions: Just a Game?
BY MIKE HUGHES ‘79, ATHLETIC DIRECTOR

In his latest Apostolic Exhortation,
Evangelii Gaudium, Pope Francis
invites us to live a life full of joy. The
concept of “joy” is often confused in
our modern culture with feelings of
happiness or pleasure. But true joy
is much more profound and deeper
than fleeting hedonistic gratification.
Rather, Christian joy is an inner peace,
contentment, at-one-ment, or in the
words of Pope Francis, to be “set free
from sin, sorrow, inner emptiness and
loneliness.”
In athletics, I often see a similar
confusion when people equate

winning with being a winner. Our
coaches challenge athletes to do the
best in all situations. A team can play
poorly and still win, but our coaches
are often not very satisfied when we
“play down to our opponents.” On
the other hand, athletes can give
100% effort and still lose a game. My
hope is that in those times coaches,
players, parents, and fans can applaud
these outstanding efforts, and in the
words of the CYO (Catholic Youth
Organization) creed, “make players
feel like winners, regardless of the
outcome.”

Joy in athletics can be more elusive
because athletes know excellence can
be a moving target. For example, a
cross country runner can start a season
having sat around and not trained all
summer. That athlete may give 100%
effort during the season, but in the
end, she may not be fully content with
her performance, knowing that she
could have put in more effort in the
off-season. Likewise, a football player
may choose to schedule an elective
free period to hang out with friends
rather than sign up for a power lifting
class. He may have a solid football

Winter 2013-14 Sports Scoreboard
Women’s Skiing

Varsity Women’s Basketball

(State Combined Champions, League Champions)

(2nd Round State Qualifier, 2nd in League)

Men’s Skiing
(State Combined Champions, League Champions)

Women’s Swimming

(2nd in State; 2nd in League)

19-10

12-9

JV Men’s Basketball

22-2

JV2 Gold Wmn’s Basketball

19-3

JV2 Men’s Basketball

20-2

JV2 Green Wmn’s Basketball

14-8

Frosh A Men’s Basketball

5-19

Frosh B Men’s Basketball

10-12

6-0
5-1

Varsity Men’s Basketball
(5th in State, 2nd in League)

JV Women’s Basketball

(5th in State; League Champions)

Men’s Swimming

16-9

Visit the JHS athletics website at www.jesuitportland.org
(click on “Athletics”) for more information about all sports!
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season as the second string athlete,
but could he have been a starter after
an entire year of PE class in the weight
room? How high must we set the bar
before we are content with the height
we clear?
Athletes
must
discern
for
themselves the effort and outcome
that brings them joy. But I have never
been content with the minimalists
who sometimes diminish effort and
discipline by stating, “It’s just a game.”
That phrase is good advice to the outof-control fan in the stands who is
yelling at the referee. Likewise, that
balanced perspective is appropriate
counsel to the parent of a 5th grader
who yells at their child on the car ride
all the way home from a little league
game. I have also heard, “It’s just a
game,” used as an excuse to avoid
dedication, determination, fortitude
and effort.

A “game” is an opportunity to
measure key parts of our character.
Each athletic contest challenges
us on our preparation, resilience,
training regimen, composure, and
confidence. Every game, properly
understood, is a “test” not only of
our fitness level, strength and skill,
but also of our courage, leadership,
passion, humility, teamwork, and
enthusiasm. These are important
life skills that need to be identified,
nurtured, refined, and strengthened.
Good coaches know this, and they use
games as opportunities to cultivate
such character traits in their athletes.
As an adult, I don’t miss the
vocabulary and history tests I used to
take in school. Don’t get me wrong,
I did okay on those quizzes and
tests. But I do not desire to repeat
the experience of SAT tests, scantron
forms, and essay questions.

I do miss the athletic tests. I miss
the games—the opportunities to
measure my character and training
against those of my peers. Sometimes
I would flunk those tests. Because of
a poor pre-season training regimen,
or emotional distraction, or lack of
desire, I would play poorly. Regardless
of the score, I knew I had earned a D
or F. But there were also times when
I earned an A. These passing grades
were not necessarily because I had
won the game. But the contentment
and satisfaction came from playing at
my best as the result of preparation,
planning,
power,
perseverance,
patience, and peak performance.
Wins and losses usually take care
of themselves when one is playing
with joy.

Congratulations to Student-Athletes Who Signed National Letters of Intent!

Twelve JHS student-athletes signed a National Letter of Intent to play college athletics on Wednesday, February 5, 2014. Pictured: Top row (l-r):
Antonio Porreco – Soccer – Loyola Marymount; Max Dordevic – Track – University of Texas; Christopher Chertrude - Soccer - Peninsula College;
Christo Michaelson – Soccer – Gonzaga; Christian Martinek – Baseball and Football – Oregon State; Henry Mondeaux – Football – Oregon;
Joey Alfieri – Football – Stanford. Bottom row (l-r): Dani Brown – Soccer – Boise State; Lexi Frey – Soccer – Loyola Marymount; Arianna Hudson
– Soccer – Florida State; Simone Herzberg – Soccer – Seattle Pacific; Ilyssa Holt – Soccer – St. Mary’s College (Ca.).
•
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Financial Aid Luncheon
“You are the Hands of the Holy Spirit”
- CHRISLEINE TEMPLE ’15, JHS FINANCIAL AID LUNCHEON STUDENT SPEAKER

Fr. Kevin Connell, S.J. and Chrisleine Temple ’15
share a few stories and enjoy their lunch.

For 343 JHS students, the guests
and sponsors of our 2013 Financial
Aid Luncheon, are, indeed, the hands
of the Holy Spirit. The gifts from our
community totaled $542,803, which
will help students like Chrisleine
Temple ’15 attend Jesuit High School.
Emceed by KGW news anchor, Joe
Donlon, the lunch program allowed
our 650 guests to witness the broad
impact of financial aid in our school
community.
Chrisleine Temple ‘15 spoke
eloquently of her family journey,
her hopes, her dreams, and her

Alumni speaker Chad Cook ‘99 shared his
story of receiving much-needed help from Jesuit
during his sophomore year. His wife, Joanna,
and sons Brady (4) and Austin (1 1/2) joined
him at the luncheon.

Keynote Speaker Fr. Pat Conroy, S.J., Co-Chair Leslie
Ganz, Alumni Speaker Chad Cook ’99, Co-Chair Karl
Glaser, and Emcee Joe Donlon, KGW news anchor.

gratitude for Jesuit High School. Fr.
Pat Conroy, Chaplain of the U.S.
House of Representatives and former
JHS teacher, followed Chrisleine
as our featured speaker. “You’re
making a statement of faith,” said Fr.
Conroy, “It’s your generosity that’s
making an investment in the lives
of these young people and I choose
to believe it’s changing the world.”
Fr. Pat shared how he and several of
his D.C. colleagues, including his
Senate counterpart, Barry Black, all
benefitted from individual donors and
the Church’s gifts of housing, food,
and education as young people from
impoverished families.
Our alumni speaker was Chad
Cook ’99 who, with his wife and
young family, flew up from Southern
California where he now resides
to talk about his Jesuit experience.
During his sophomore year, Chad’s
single mother became unable to afford
tuition and Chad believed he would
be leaving his beloved high school.
With the help of financial aid and a
work-study program, Chad was able
to not only stay in school but excel
in the athletics and academics. His
career path has brought him much
success and he and his mother, Jennie
Ramerman, have set up an endowment
fund for financial aid in his mother’s
honor. Chad passionately ended his
presentation by stating, “Start small,
dream big and together we can ensure

•
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Pat and Tricia Heffernan, 2014 Challenge
Gift sponsors.

that Jesuit continues this incredible
legacy.”
We share our collective gratitude
with our speakers who made time to
share their personal stories with all of
us at the luncheon. We also celebrate
the Pat and Tricia Heffernan family
and The Maybelle Clark Macdonald
Fund for their generous challenge gifts
which helped us reach our fundraising
milestone. And to our donors, our
event Co-Chairs, Leslie Ganz and
Karl Glaser, and our Financial Aid
Luncheon Board, we are grateful for
your investment in Jesuit education
and greater affordability for all who
seek it. Your gift is our future.

Thank You!
2013-14 Financial Aid
Luncheon Board
Co-Chairs - Leslie Ganz and
Karl Glaser
Julie Arndorfer
Maddie Andrews ‘01
Tracy Bagli Hooper
David Blaskowsky
Nancy Bolton
Tricia Heffernan
Laurie Kelley
Katie Maag
Rebecca Martin-Gerhards
Kathi McCoy
Salli McCullough
Teresa Schneider

Auction 2014

Please join us on Saturday, May 3,
2014 for Jesuit’s 46th annual Auction
as we CELEBRATE THE JOURNEY of our
children and all the reasons we support
Jesuit High School. For more information
about the Auction, including sponsorship
and advertising opportunities, visit
www.jesuitportland.org/auction.

ROSE KILPATRICK AND KAREN PETROFF, 2014 AUCTION CHAIRS
AUCTION GALA: SATURDAY, MAY 3, 2014
JESUIT HIGH SCHOOL KNIGHT CENTER

Jesuit’s Auction is one of the
most meaningful ways to Celebrate
the Journey of our students. It is a
way to come together as a community
of parents, grandparents, friends, and
loved ones who deeply care about
Jesuit and what it is, what it stands
for, and what it does. On this fun and
festive night, we gather not only to
celebrate, but also to help generate
much-needed funding to continue
to enhance the Jesuit High School
journey.
This year’s celebration promises
to captivate and engage you with
entertainment, great food, fun friends,
and a wide range of incredible auction
items. The evening will begin with a
silent auction in the Smith Gym. Silent
auction items will include everything
from themed gift baskets and event
tickets to parties and cooking classes
to premium wines. There will also be
wine tasting, a wine ring toss, and
photo booth to get your evening off
to an entertaining start.
After you’ve bid on our marvelous
silent auction items, the real
excitement of the evening begins:
the Live Auction. During dinner in
the Knight Gym we’ll hold a spirited
live auction with amazing big ticket
items like vacation packages to distant
locations, special dinners, sporting
excursions, and so much more.
But the Auction is not just one
night. It is truly a journey—with
many celebrations along the way. We
would love for you to be a part of this
journey. No matter how big or small,
there are many ways for everyone

to contribute. You can begin your
celebration by getting involved. Here
are a few ways:
• Attend an Auction Board
meeting. These are held at noon on
the first Thursday of each month and
are a great way to explore committee
opportunities and other ways to
volunteer.
• Help procure auction items.
We know many shy away when we
say “procurement.” But when we have
dozens of people putting their heads
together and bringing their ideas
to the table, it makes it the easiest
auction job of all.
• Organize a basket. Gather
your friends, your sports team
parents, your club parents and have a
ball creating a basket to donate to the
auction. Auction baskets are hot ticket
items and are a huge contribution to
the auction’s success.
• Simply donate. We need all
kinds of items to make the auction a
great success—no donation is too big
or too small. Examples of donation
items include restaurant certificates,
vacation homes, airline miles, event
tickets, home and garden items,
electronics, or even a puppy. We’re
largely focusing on wines this year
and need your donations of rare wine
collections, premier wines, magnums
or other large format bottles, verticals
and horizontals, or perhaps you can
donate a wine tasting. Or, to make
it even easier, help the Auction
by donating cash and the auction
committee can buy items to fill any
voids.
•
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• Become an Auction sponsor.
By sponsoring the Auction, you help
us offset event costs so that more
revenue from the Auction can go back
to the school. There are four levels of
sponsorships all with varying benefits
for the sponsors, including logo
placement in prominent locations,
advertising in the auction catalog, a
table at the Auction, valet parking,
and more.
• Advertise in the auction
catalog. Run a four-color ad to promote
your business in the auction catalog.
This is a great way to get visibility and
build a committed clientele from the
Jesuit community. We offer various ad
sizes and locations.
We hope you come along with us
to Celebrate the Journey in any way
you can—whether it’s volunteering
your time, offering your donations,
sponsoring the event, or attending
the Auction Gala.
We’d like to give a very special
thanks to Rose Kilpatrick and Karen
Petroff for taking on the roles of
Auction Chairs. Their valuable time
and thoughtful efforts will surely
pay off with a highly successful
event. Many thanks to all of you who
have volunteered for the upcoming
Auction—we couldn’t do it without
your help!
For more information about this
year’s Auction, contact the Auction
Office at 503-292-6969 or email
auction@jesuitportland.org, or visit
www.jesuitportland.org/auction.

Jesuit High the Gold Standard

Jesuit’s Football Program is the Gold Standard for Oregon Football
BY KEVIN MANNING, TACOMA NEWS TRIBUNE (1/25/14) © TACOMA NEWS TRIBUNE. REPRINTED WITH PERMISSION

this year’s seniors Joey Alfieri (Stanford commit) and Henry
Mondeaux (Oregon), who will sign their national letters of
intent Feb. 5.
“They’ve been good for so long...it’s easy to attract talent
anywhere when you’re winning,” said Central Catholic
coach Steve Pyne, whose Rams defeated Jesuit in the Class
6A title game last December. “They’re like Bellevue in that
regard—people want to play for the winners.”
Potter echoed his counterpart’s sentiment: “If you win,
people will want to come here.”
Hidden in a small pocket on the west side of the city,
Jesuit opened as an all-boys school in 1956.
Walking onto campus, visitors pass Cronin Field, a
simple but sleek football field with modern turf and a cozy
press box.
Go farther into the main building, and you will see a
bounty of trophies in cases lined up on five walls, providing
glitz and glamour to the understated school. Nearby is the
school’s gymnasium, festooned with championship banners
either hung from the rafters or adhered to the walls.
Potter’s counseling office sits only 50 feet away from all
these icons of the school’s rich tradition. He passes by them

Three simple Latin words are the impetus for the mass
amount of sport success Jesuit High School has enjoyed.
“Age Quod Agis.”
Its translation is “do well whatever you do.” Across the
board, the Catholic college preparatory school’s athletic
programs—especially the football team—adhere to this
creed.
The Crusaders have racked up 120 Oregon School
Activities Association (OSAA) state championships in their
57-year history.
“We’ve been very fortunate to have the success we have
had for so long,” Jesuit athletic director Mike Hughes said.
“Every athlete or student tries to live by that Latin maxim
we hold ourselves to.”
Jesuit football is the driving engine: Led by 27-year
coach Ken Potter, the Crusaders have won 14 Metro League
titles, made 21 consecutive state-playoff appearances from
1993-2013 (second only to Roseburg’s current state-record
streak of 23 in a row) and captured three state titles—in
2000, 2005 and 2006.
And in the past 12 seasons, the school has turned out
48 NCAA Division I football signees. That does not include
•
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since 1999. Mondeaux is an honorable mention Northwest
Nugget.
It all falls in line with that Latin axiom: “Age Quod Agis.”
“I want the kid who’s been down 3-2 in the batter’s box
with the bases loaded and with the game on the line. I want
that kid who’s been to the (free-throw) line with the game
in the balance,” Potter said. “You see, when you experience
success or failures in other things, it helps you visualize
how to succeed not just on fourth-and-2 (in football), but
out there in life when it matters.”

daily. He knows the culture.
“I want kids who want to compete,” Potter said. “The
direction is the same throughout (the school). ...I think
it’s really difficult when the coach is trying to create a
temperament of the team, but they don’t seem to quite
have the same support during the school day of that same
temperament.”
Potter has had a steep, successful history in football.
He was an assistant for his father, George, at Centralia High
School when the Tigers captured their lone state title in
1980.
After serving as a graduate assistant at Portland State, he
bounced around the area as a high school assistant before
being hired as Jesuit’s coach in 1987 to try to turn around a
program that had reached the state playoffs just three times
in the previous 15 seasons.
Getting players to buy into a system is often the greatest
challenge a coach faces when trying to resurrect a program.
“I think it’s much easier when your entire school,
from faculty to staff...has the same goal in mind for those
kids, and that’s ‘Don’t accept anything but their best,’”
Potter said. “I feel the program is on a level the kids expect
excellence.”
In his first year, Potter led Jesuit to a league title for the
first time in eight seasons. And he has just added to that
over time – 25 state-playoff trips in 27 seasons, including
five championship-game appearances.
Don’t underestimate the domino effect football has
had on the school’s other programs. Since 1993—the same
year Jesuit opened its doors to girls—the school has won
101 of its 120 state titles.
Students choose Jesuit for different reasons. Some look
for a challenge in athletics or academics. Others attend
because of family ties. Alfieri and Mondeaux—two of the
best Div. I football recruits on the West Coast—are no
different.
One of six children, Alfieri ended up choosing between
the schools—Jesuit and Valley Catholic—that his older
siblings attended.
“I was considering Valley Catholic in the eighth grade,”
Alfieri said. “It just wasn’t appealing to me because I felt
there was more out there I could have challenged myself.
“I felt like going to Jesuit would challenge myself to
be a better person, and to expand my horizon with sports,
definitely.”
Mondeaux leaned toward Jesuit, specifically for football.
“I work my best when I’m challenged,” Mondeaux
said. “(At) Jesuit, I wanted to be surrounded by the best.
You definitely play better when you’re playing against good
people.”
Just look at some of the notable Jesuit alumni who
have played or coached in the NFL (Owen Marecic, Mike
Remmers, Mike Hass), NBA (Erik Spoelstra, Mike Dunleavy,
Jr.) or major league baseball (D.J. Jackson).
This year, Alfieri became Jesuit’s first member of The
News Tribune’s Northwest Nuggets all-recruit first team

•

Coach Ken Potter Celebrates
250th Win at JHS
The football team’s hard-fought victory over Sunset on September
27, 2013 marked a milestone in the 27-year coaching career
of Ken Potter. The win was his 250th as head coach of the Jesuit
Crusaders football team. This impressive milestone highlights a
highly successful career that also spans:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Three State Championships
Two Second Place Finishes at State
Seven-time Semifinalist
13-Time Metro League Champions or Co-Champions
Playoff Record of 57 wins and 22 losses
Overall record of 258 wins and 64 losses

Congratulations to Coach Potter and all of our student-athletes
for their dedication and hard work over the past 27 years, which
has helped to make Jesuit’s football program one of the best
in the State of Oregon year in and year out. 250+ wins and
counting!
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Alumni Food Drive
BY DAVE KOPRA ‘73, ANN DRORBAUGH, AND KATHY BAARTS, ALUMNI DIRECTOR

1600 food boxes don’t build themselves. It takes a complete team effort, a lot of flexibility,
and food...lots of food. We are a varied group, but every one of us shares the happiness our effort radiates.
And we come back, year after year, to do it all over again.
the faces who show up, year after year, for what has become
for many of us an annual reunion of friends and friendships
built around this work.
Ann Drorbaugh gets the first team rolling, taping the
1600 boxes we’ll fill. Doing this correctly is key to the
entire effort. As we move along, she deploys a team to
begin staging the 800 boxes on the cafeteria floor in the ohso-familiar-grid-pattern we’ll use. In the meantime, John
Grout ‘71 has headed off to Fred Meyer with a volunteer or
two to borrow the shopping carts we’ll use to run up and
down our aisles.
During this frenzy, the food arrives, and volunteers
command the pallet jacks to drag 30 or more pallets packed
with our food.
By now, our volunteer groups have pretty much all
arrived, and many are chomping at the bit to get going.
Ann gets the first teams assigned to the canned goods,
gives the final instructions, and sends them off. We used
to think what was supposed to happen next was a superorderly assembly line effort, snaking through the aisles in a
finely-tuned ballet. We gave up on that years ago, though,
and now the volunteers descend on whatever aisle they feel
like, and what looks like chaos is actually a large group of
very experienced volunteers getting the job done.
Like clockwork, half the boxes are filled on Thursday
and the other half on Friday. We absorb little challenges

Alumni, friends and family join together for breakfast before heading out
to deliver food boxes on Saturday morning.

1600 Food Boxes...

1600 food boxes don’t build themselves. It takes a
complete team effort, a lot of flexibility, and food…lots of
food.
After Bobby Keerins ‘73 and his people have raised the
funds, and Brian Ferschweiller ‘73 has negotiated the food
order, we’re ready to go. On Thursday afternoon, we roll.
We’ll build half the boxes this afternoon and evening, and
the other half on Friday afternoon. We’ve been doing this
for awhile, so the routine is pretty familiar. So are many of
•
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focusing on the question, “How do we reach more people?”
We have had many discussions on increasing our numbers.
However, we are tied to the space in the Gedrose Student
Center for staging and packing. We only have three days
and can only fit about 800 boxes each night for two nights.
What about if we partnered with other organizations
to help them with their food box distribution efforts? In
2012, we began our partnership with Santa’s Posse. They
distributed 350 boxes that year and we provided the food,
both perishable and non-perishable. In 2013, they increased
their number to 500. Santa’s Posse is a part of the Vancouver
Sheriff’s Department. During the year, they collect names
of families in Clark County that need help. Along with
food boxes, they also provide gifts for the family members.
Through our partnership with Santa’s Posse, we were able
to finally have a presence in helping our neighbors in Clark
County.
Fast forward to 2013…meetings began with Lincoln
High School and our Food Drive team. For years, we have
had representation from Lincoln at our Food Drive. This
last December, Lincoln alumni raised $2000 and delivered
50 boxes to families. It was wonderful to have the team
on campus to shadow our processes and to see the Food
Drive in its entirety. This year, Lincoln will be doing their
fundraising and will create and deliver 500 boxes. We will
walk with them in their efforts, providing guidance and
support along the way.
Looking at our community, many of our deliveries were
in East County. Bobby Keerins ‘73, who has relationships
with many of the schools in Beaverton, began asking how
we could help those schools. Many of the schools in the
district were asked and responded with requests. We are
blessed that we were able to help Beaverton SD with 150
boxes, Franklin HS families with 96 boxes, and Forest Grove
SD with 30 boxes. We will continue outreach within these
schools to see how we can further help for this year.
Hunger is a problem that is never going to go away.
We are grateful for our alumni who continue to show up
and help to carry out such an important mission. We are
also excited to partner with schools and agencies in the
community that will begin or continue their efforts in
reaching out to those in need.

The Kopra family gather together annually to volunteer at the Alumni Food
Drive, now in its 28th year of serving families in need.

that get tossed our way with skill and balance. This year,
for example, the oranges arrived in large, 1000 pound
containers, not in bags ready for loading. “No sweat,” our
people said. All the way through breakfast on Saturday
morning, teams formed themselves to plug away sorting
and bagging these oranges, until they were all bagged.
Nothing messes with our mission.
Boy Scout Troop 1, Portland Rotary, The Girl Scouts,
Jesuit Alums, and Charles Safley ’04 and his team at CBRE
Cares all show up to help to build these boxes. Kids who
started as pre-schoolers with their parents have grown into
high-schoolers, all returning year after year to be a part of
this effort. Pre-schoolers with their parents, on their way
to growing into high-schoolers. We are a varied group, but
every one of us shares the happiness our effort radiates.
And we come back, year after year, to do it all over again.

Who We Serve

Service…the act of helping or doing work for someone.
The three best days of the year, for many, are the three days
of the Alumni Food Drive. Why? I think the answer that
comes to mind is the value of service, of reaching out to the
marginalized in our community and providing them with
a basic necessity, food. For those that receive a box, it is
often a symbol of hope. The joy in having food to celebrate
Christmas is so simple and often taken for granted. Hunger
and poverty are very real and touch many lives.
Dave Kopra and Ann Drorbough’s re-telling of what
goes into making our food boxes describes the love and
care that goes into making each of the 1600 boxes. Over
the years, our box count has steadily increased. Typically,
the recipients of the boxes have been the clients of St.
Vincent DePaul with the majority of our deliveries in East
County. Year after year, we deliver to a couple of high
rise buildings that we have come to expect and love. The
Russian community and the Chinese community in those
buildings are so overwhelmingly grateful and often give our
drivers candy and oranges as a thank you.

Team CBRE celebrates another successful taping and packing of 800
boxes. Thank you to Charles Safley ’04 for his leadership in bringing
CBRE Cares to Jesuit. We love having all of you here!

Community Partnerships

Discussions began last year and continued this year
•
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This school year, for the first time, Jesuit underwent the Sponsorship and Accreditation
processes at the same time. Visits by visiting teams occured on February 20. The
Sponsorship Team is pictured here, consisting of these educators from other Jesuit schools
(from left to right): Julie Vogel, Anne Stricherz, Fr. Mike Gilson, S.J., Fr. Tom Lamanna, S.J.,
Regina Melonson, Jimmy Tricco, Derek Duchesne, Loretta Wiltgen, and John Damaso.

What Makes Jesuit “Jesuit”? Digging Into
Accreditation and Sponsorship Review
BY PAUL HOGAN, PRINCIPAL

A Deep Dive

Heavy Lifting Pays Off

Jesuit educators know all about evaluation and
planning. Every day, we write lesson plans, then quiz,
test, and otherwise assess our students. I am writing this
article in the middle of Final Exams, that dreaded weeklong series of looong, comprehensive tests. So when we
get ready for Big Evaluations known as Accreditation and
Sponsorship Review, we don’t mess around. We do a deep
dive, ask fundamental questions, and involve as many folks
as possible in evaluating JHS and planning its future.
Every six years, JHS is required by our accrediting
agency to undergo a rigorous process that scrutinizes
Jesuit’s governance and leadership, educational programs,
support systems like counseling and the library, and our
teaching faculty in light of national standards and best
practices. Basically, our accrediting agency AdvancEd wants
to see if the educators at Jesuit are fulfilling the “collegeprep” elements of our Mission Statement.
Likewise, on a six-year cycle, the Society of Jesus checks
to see if we are living up to the “Jesuit, Catholic” parts of the
Mission. This school year, for the first time, we conducted
both processes at the same time. This year’s process
culminated in a visit to Jesuit by 18 outside educators, nine
on behalf of AdvancEd and nine representing the Society of
Jesus, on February 20, 2014.
•
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Doing both Sponsorship and Accreditation at the
same time, while a lot of heavy lifting, turns out to be a
good way to go. It removes redundancy, and allows the
spiritual and academic sides of the school to be held up
to one another as in a mirror. Over the past year, we have
sent out a lot of surveys to stakeholders, asking what they
like best about Jesuit and what suggestions they have for
improving our school. We need to know how faculty, staff,
students, alums, parents, and trustees think Jesuit is doing
as a Catholic, Ignatian, college-prep high school.
Evaluating Jesuit’s “spiritual side” at the same time
as the “academic side” has enriched our understanding
of both and allowed us to plan well. We have seen our
strengths affirmed, and surfaced areas that need attention
and improvement. Both Accreditation and Sponsorship
Review require the JHS administration and faculty to assess
our school with ruthless honesty, and to come up with
plans to make Jesuit High School an even better place to
learn, to grow, and to develop relationships with God and
others.
As a faculty and staff, we have asked our community
and ourselves if we really prepare students for college
and life. We have looked deeply into the spiritual side of
Jesuit, to discern if our focus on creating “men and women
•

Beginning last spring, two steering committees began
a self-evaluation process. On August 20, 2013, 125 faculty,
staff, and trustees met for four hours to begin a conversation
about the core elements of the Jesuit Mission Statement.
This was but the first of a series of such conversations,
which continued through December of 2013. Last fall,
we also surveyed every student and parent, as well as the
Classes of 2012 and 2013, about their experiences at Jesuit.
The result was that the twin processes of Accreditation
and Sponsorship helped to bring into relief the strengths
and challenges facing Jesuit over the next six years.
For example, as Jesuit approaches our move to a “1-1”
environment with great excitement (ie, every student will
have an iPad starting in 2014-15), the Sponsorship Review
process reminded us that we must protect the relationships
that lie at the heart of our community.
In late January, we completed both self-studies—one
for Accreditation, and one for Sponsorship. One example of
how the two processes enriched the other comes from our
goals regarding technology. From the Accreditation School
Improvement Plan (SIP):

Accreditation School Improvement
Plan (SIP)
SIP #1: Technology
Objective: By the year 2019, JHS will increase the fluency of
student use of technology to enhance learning and increase
proficiency in 21st century skills.
• Action Plan #1: Fully implement school-wide learning
management system.
• Action Plan #2: Adopt an Ignatian 1-1 environment,
including electronic textbooks, to allow for more interactive
student engagement in learning. The IPP’s focus on reflection on
experience will remain at the heart of the student’s educational
experience, while cura personalis will remain the hallmark of the
student-Ignatian educator relationship.
• Action Plan #3: Develop and implement schoolwide digital
learning graduation standards.

Technology Goal:
Adopt an Ignatian 1-1 environment, including
electronic textbooks, to allow for more interactive
student engagement in learning. The Ignatian Pedagogical
Paradigm’s focus on reflection on experience will remain at
the heart of the student’s educational experience, while cura
personalis will remain the hallmark of the student-Ignatian
educator relationship.
If we had not been doing Sponsorship at the same
time, the Accreditation goal may have been more starkly
“academic”; ie, we may have just stopped after sentence
one in bold above. As I hope you can see, as we evaluate
JHS and plan for its future, we are engaging in those most
Ignatian of practices: Reflection and Discernment. They
have served us well for the past 60 years, and will, we trust,
over the next six years as well.

SIP #2: Using Data to Improve Teaching & Learning
Objective: By 2019, JHS will implement procedures and
systems to support schoolwide data analysis for continuous
school improvement and informed Ignatian reflection.
• Action Plan # 1: Develop and implement a schoolwide data
warehouse.
• Action Plan # 2: Update and implement a schoolwide
Student Perception Survey (SPS) process aligned with the JHS
mission and learning outcomes.
• Action Plan # 3: Regularly review horizontal and vertical
alignments within academic departments in response to
schoolwide data acquisition and analysis.

Sponsorship - Schoolwide Goals
1. Technology
As we go 1-1 and tools such as the iPad and the Canvas Learning
Management System become more prominent elements in our
students’ educational experience, we will continue to examine
our relationship with technology and ensure that cura personalis
remains the hallmark of the student-teacher relationship.

for others” really makes a difference in the lives of our
students, our alums, and the world. We want to know if
retreats, Friday Masses, Christian Service, Theology classes,
and a faculty that believes fervently in our Mission actually
have the transformative effect we seek and the Society of
Jesus demands.
As Ignatian educators, we practice Reflection on
Experience, which leads to new and better-informed Action.
But how exactly do we go about that when it comes to
Accreditation and Sponsorship Review?

2. Ignatian Formation
We seek to provide more opportunities and support—logistical,
financial, and emotional—for faculty, staff, students, and parents
to continue their own spiritual formation.

3. Jesus Christ at the Heart of our Mission
Respond to Pope Francis’ call to keep Jesus Christ and Gospel
values at the center of our work.

•
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Looking Forward
BY ANDREW ASATO, VICE PRESIDENT FOR ADVANCEMENT

In the fall of 1965, Jerry Cobb ‘69, S.J., was a youthful
teenager beginning his freshman year at Jesuit High School.
He remembers Valley Plaza was just opening for business on
the west side of campus. Little did he know that this property
would become part of his school’s growing footprint almost
half a century later. In December 2013, Jesuit became the
proud owner of most of Valley Plaza, placing an indelible
mark on the school’s long-term future. ‘
Photo by Sky Shots, Portland, OR.

Jesuit’s property ownership expanded with the recent acquisition of
Valley Plaza’s 14.2-acre property (shown as the three yellow parcels
left of the school’s campus, and not including the red-outlined parcel).

The Early Days

shrinking its campus footprint. The school faced the
difficult decision to sell school property on the east side
of campus in order to help shore up its troubled finances.
A significant portion of property was sold, leaving Jesuit
with a loss of school real estate. “We have often talked
of how we regretted selling off some of the property and
how important it is to have the land needed for additional
facility needs,” says former, longtime Jesuit principal and
current mathematics teacher, Sandy Satterberg.

In the fall of 1965, Jerry Cobb ‘69, S.J., was a teenager
entering his freshman year at Jesuit High School. He
remembers Valley Plaza was just opening for business on
the west side of campus. Curiously, it was also a time when
some of their retail store fronts played a role in his education
and that of fellow classmates. Physical education classes
included sessions of ice skating there on some days, and
bowling on others for Jesuit students. Father Cobb adds, “In
my junior English class, we even went to the movie theater
there to see a special screening of A Man for All Seasons
about St. Thomas More.”
Father Cobb probably could not have imagined that
his alma mater would one day become the landlord of
those very businesses. When receiving the news of Jesuit’s
successful purchase of Valley Plaza in late 2013, he shared,
“It’s consoling to think that from such a tiny initial
interaction with that property, Jesuit has now secured it as a
wonderful confirmation of the school’s long-range vitality.”
The school’s journey to this milestone was not always an
easy or direct one.
When Fr. Cobb graduated in 1969, Jesuit was heading
in the opposite direction, facing the real possibility of

Protecting Jesuit’s Flanks
In the late 1990s, as Jesuit’s financial circumstances
markedly improved, the school was in the fortunate
position to be able to purchase back a small parcel of
this lost acreage that had not been developed. The newly
acquired land on the east side of campus became home
to the school’s softball and soccer practice field, says Greg
Specht, past parent, current board trustee and chair of the
board’s building committee.
Beyond this small land acquisition, Specht commented
that the school leadership was always looking at the
campus’ borders and how Jesuit might consider options
for protecting its flanks for future strategic needs of the
school. Looking to the south, the established residential
neighborhood along the campus sport fields took that
option off the table. The school looked north across
Beaverton Hillsdale Highway. This was certainly a
possibility but presented a real challenge, considering the
safety and practical risks of dividing a campus with a busy
highway. As Satterberg recalls, “The property really needed
to be contiguous to Jesuit since we did not want students
crossing the highway.”
Fortunately, a desirable option did exist to the west of
campus, posing a potential alternative for securing acreage
alongside its immediate border in the form of Valley
Plaza. For more than a decade, school officials had been
interested in this property contiguous to Jesuit’s western
boundary. The entire property is comprised of four sections
–88,000 square feet retail space (immediately adjacent
to Jesuit), an additional 110,000 square feet of business

During his time as a student at JHS, Jerry Cobb, S.J. ‘69 (center, flanked
by Peter Casciato ‘69 and Bill Carter ‘69) remembers that Valley Plaza was
just opening for business.
•
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An Investment in the Future
On December 18, 2013, Jesuit High School became the
new owner of Valley Plaza. “No tuition money has been
used for property acquisition, and the school does not
anticipate using tuition money for the property’s upkeep
and expenses,” says Jesuit’s CFO, Ken Foley, who was
instrumental in completing the purchase of the property
(The acquisition does not include Jack in the Box restaurant,
as it exists under separate ownership.)
Being the new landlord of Valley Plaza does not
necessarily mean a return to bowling and skating for Jesuit
students, reminiscent of the Fr. Cobb’s Jesuit school years;
nor will faculty and staff receive free lattes from Starbuck’s
Coffee. It does mean Jesuit has myriad options that open
the doors to much larger opportunities. The acquisition
of this property is a significant investment for the school.
Satterberg pointedly comments, “The demands on schools
change over the years and none of us knows what the
expectations for Jesuit will be in ten or twenty years. With
the Valley Plaza acquisition, we will have the ability to
respond and keep Jesuit High School a great place for young
people.” As a member of the school’s former leadership, she
thoughtfully adds, “Those guiding the Jesuit in the future
will be very thankful for the decision.”
Although the addition of Valley Plaza increases Jesuit’s
footprint by more than forty percent, the school is quick
to point out that the purchase does not mean the student
population will be increasing anytime soon or that plan
are underway for new school buildings on the site. In fact,
the Jesuit Board of Trustees’ Long-Range Strategic Planning
Committee recently affirmed that Jesuit’s optimal school
size should remain in the 1,260 range for the foreseeable
future. Jesuit has no plans to change any of the current
tenants; most of their leases will not expire for three or
more years. Jesuit already leases more than 100 parking
spaces in the lot next to Valley Theater for students and
overflow parking for special events.

President John Gladstone signed documents that made the Valley Plaza
purchase official in December 2013. The addition of Valley Plaza increases
Jesuit’s footprint by more than forty percent.

office space, a 7,000 square foot daycare/swim center, and
a Jack in the Box. In 2003, Jesuit was actively negotiating
for the purchase of the retail portion of the property and
had completed an eight month due diligence process, to
consider this transaction; however, based on a number of
factors, the school decided it wasn’t in its best interest to
purchase the property at that time.

Making the Call
Years later, when the property was placed on the market
again, the school renewed its interest in purchasing at least a
portion of the property, adjacent to the school. “Fast forward
to 30 months ago, Valley Plaza’s property management
company approached Jesuit about the opportunity to
purchase the retail piece of the property along the school’s
border,” according to Specht. A new due diligence process
was pursued by the school under a voluntary leadership
team led by Specht and other building committee members
and staff. This time around though, one of the major retail
spaces experienced a New Year’s fire in 2012. This essentially
put the negotiations on a temporary hold as Jesuit took a
cautious approach to assessing the impact it might have on
the purchase of the property.
Over the course of the following year, the school
continued to evaluate the property and ultimately deemed
it a wise investment decision for Jesuit. As the due diligence
progressed, the opportunity to purchase this portion of
Valley Plaza was back on track. What wasn’t known in early
negotiating was that Jesuit would be given the opportunity
to purchase not only the retail space, but the entire Valley
Plaza property. Anonymous benefactors from the Jesuit
community would step forward, generously pledging $10
million for the specific purpose of securing the entire
property for the school’s long term future needs. With the
due diligence process completed in 2013 and restricted
contribution in place, Specht said that within a short time
frame, “We were able to put the whole 14.2 acre property
under contract with a $17 million purchase agreement and
got it done.”
•

The Ignatian Way
Reflecting on the school’s 58-year history, Father J.K.
Adams, Jesuit High School Superior, Theology teacher, and
board trustee, emphasizes, “It is the way of the Society of
Jesuit to prayerfully learn lessons from the past, have our
feet firmly planted in the present, and always look with care
and wisdom to the future. We are proud of the President
and Board of Trustees for boldly following this Ignatian way
in the purchase of Valley Plaza.”
Jesuit president John Gladstone adds, “We are blessed
and grateful for this exciting opportunity. We trust that you
share our gratitude for this opportunity to invest in Jesuit’s
future.” The community joins Gladstone in expressing its
thanks for supporting Jesuit’s mission as a Catholic and
Jesuit college-preparatory school for years to come.
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Defining Affordability at Jesuit
BY ANDREW ASATO, VICE PRESIDENT FOR ADVANCEMENT

elsewhere in town. But for many of the current parents as
well as the majority of younger families considering Jesuit
High School for their rising eighth graders, the financial
toll of a four-year secondary education is a real source of
financial anxiety at home.
These families are not alone. David Brands, a 1973
alumnus, past Jesuit parent, and board trustee, remembers
worrying about tuition in his own senior year at Jesuit
when he was a member of student council. This subject is
one he has since thought about and researched at length.
“Affordability for Catholic schools, including Jesuit,
is dear to my heart,” says Brands. His passion would carry
him through at least three Jesuit committees over a 40-year
period to discern this issue.

Affordability advocate, David Brands ’73, pictured with his wife, Julie,
and three daughters: Julianne ’08, Catherine ’04, and Elizabeth ’02.

Subsidizing Tuition for Families

Within the last decade, Jesuit’s annual tuition amount
charged to families has increased from $7,485 to $11,975
this school year. In the national news, the debate continues
on whether the average household income is keeping pace
with the rising cost of living. Many argue it is not. This,
in turn, would naturally affect the general accessibility of
private education for most families on some level.
Erin DeKlotz, Jesuit’s admissions director, hears

Depending on who you ask, you will likely get a very
different response to what affordability at Jesuit means
to them. For 27% of students and their families who are
enrolled here at Jesuit, they know a Jesuit education is
only possible through the gift of need-based financial aid.
Others are very thankful they can readily afford the tuition
charged each year, and some even consider Jesuit a bargain
when it comes to valuing the cost of private education
•
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firsthand how average and lower income families today face
tuition “sticker shock” when exploring the possibility of a
Catholic education at area schools like Jesuit. She says, “I
know there are families who are intimidated by the tuition
number.” Anecdotally, DeKlotz adds, “…the higher our
advertised tuition rate, the greater the number of potential
students who won’t apply.”
Yet even this tuition amount presented to families is
not representative of what it costs Jesuit to operate on an
annual basis. As with most Catholic institutions, Jesuit aims
to charge a subsidized tuition amount to every family to
help keep its education as affordable as possible for families
faced with financial limitations.
In Oregon, a Jesuit education still remains one of the
best values among area college-preparatory high schools.
This proves even more exceptional when considering the

Erin DeKlotz, Jesuit’s Admissions Director, interacts with her lead
ambassadors. In her job, she often hears how some average and lower
income families today face tuition “sticker shock” when exploring the
possibility of a Catholic education.

“Subsidized tuition allows for
broader enrollment at Jesuit from
a diversity of families throughout
the Portland metro area, making
it possible for more to consider a
Jesuit education.”

at Jesuit from a diversity of families throughout the
Portland metro area, making it possible for more to
consider a Jesuit education.” The Finns believe that Jesuit
has provided a tremendously positive, nurturing, and
consistent learning environment for their oldest daughter.
Through her friendships with students from all walks of
life, Vicki and Kevin have seen her grow and transform into
a well-grounded and well-prepared young adult. With their
second daughter now enrolled as a freshman, the Finns
know this requires a substantial investment to provide such
a lifelong formative experience.
The Finns add, “In our case, knowing the true cost of the
education our daughters receive allows us to set a goal for
how we engage in fundraising throughout the year to make
up the difference, or bridge the gap.” Their support doesn’t
stop at helping Jesuit financially, but by being engaged as
parents which is equally important. Whether joining the
parent advisory board, volunteering at the Christmas tree
sale or bringing friends to the Financial Aid Luncheon to
witness the transformational experiences the school aspires
to create for students, Vicki and Kevin believe, “Jesuit
education is a package deal where the whole is greater than
the sum of the parts.”
Jesuit’s struggle to control annual tuition increases
is not unique. Educational institutions at every level are
wrestling with affordability. The school faces significant
financial pressures each year to compensate quality teachers
and staff in a just way, maintain quality facilities, support
technology, provide safety and security, deliver unparalleled
co-curricular programs, and grant much-needed financial
aid to families. Jesuit understands that maintaining its
excellence in education and spiritual formation requires
the collective work and support of the entire community.

actual cost of educating each student at Jesuit amounts to
just over $14,500. In essence, every family receives a tuition
subsidy of $2,600. This approach is based on the premise
that those who can afford to pay the actual tuition cost
will do so and forgo the subsidy. Meanwhile, Jesuit also
relies on alumni and past parents to extend their support
for this affordability model. They help close the budget gap
for current students and families who really need this lower
tuition amount and may not necessarily be receiving any
financial aid.
When asked about this affordability model, Jesuit
parents Vicki and Kevin Finn respond, “It means a great
deal to us. Subsidized tuition allows for broader enrollment

JHS parents Vicki and Kevin Finn believe, “Jesuit education is a package
deal where the whole is greater than the sum of the parts.” They are
pictured here with their daughters, Jessica ‘14 and Rebecca ‘17.
•
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If full tuition was charged, would this change the Jesuit experience and
student body? Photo by Chloe Smith ‘15.

recalls how several years ago, amid growing concerns
about the sustainability of the subsidized tuition approach
at Jesuit, he was asked to chair a “tuition review” board
committee to explore the full cost tuition model. Brands and
his committee talked with the admissions staff, area grade
school principals, parents, alumni, other Jesuit schools and
Catholic institutions. Through this process, a few of the
conclusions that were drawn from the committee’s research
at that time highlighted:
• There was a strong perception, even within the
extended Jesuit community, that Jesuit had become a
school for “rich kids.”
• A change to charging “actual cost of tuition”
would likely reduce the number of applicants and the
school’s ability to select students and families who fit the
Jesuit profile and diversity the school desired. They were
especially concerned with the large pool of families caught
near society’s median, between wealthier families who
could well afford a Jesuit education and families requiring
substantial financial aid.
• A move to charging the full tuition cost would
likely amount to a limited amount of new tuition revenue
compared to the “unknowns” this change might create on
the student demographics.
• The school’s endowment would need to grow faster
than the need for tuition assistance and that eventually the
endowment fund would be a better solution to the tuition
gap question.

The School’s Budget Gap

This commitment to keep tuition lower for families
results in a planned operating budget deficit of about $3.5
million each year, relying on its annual and endowment
giving programs to help close the gap. Both require
individual voluntary contributions from current families,
past parents, alumni, and the greater community.
Additionally, Jesuit endeavors to provide more than $2.3
million in annual need-based financial aid to families who
qualify through the generosity of its donors.
Through the years, this investment in education from
Jesuit benefactors has managed to sustain its subsidized
tuition model and extend need-based financial aid to
families. Each spring, as tuition commitments approach,
about 30 percent of Jesuit families make a thoughtful
decision to either pay the actual cost of tuition for their
children or contribute some amount above subsidized
tuition. Many of these individuals also quietly support
other families who struggle with tuition. Jesuit calls this
the Family Partnership Program and it is vital to this
affordability tuition model. This collective contribution
at tuition time has always been the simplest, most cost
effective way to close the funding gap, amounting to over
$800,000 annually. It is the foundation of the program’s
success.
As tuition increases each year, the school has so far
been blessed to see participation remain steady, though
the actual total dollar amount donated by families to this
program is not keeping up with operational costs, even
with controlled annual tuition increases. Many in the Jesuit
community worry about the diversity of its student body
and the Jesuit experience. How would this change if Jesuit
were to charge the actual cost of tuition? How would our
education experience be altered for all students?

Approaching Tuition in a Jesuit Way

Mr. Brands argues, “It is very important to note that
tuition assistance is not charity; it is essential to create a
diverse, well-rounded student body which in turn creates
the educational environment which makes Jesuit a success.”
He adds, “The student body must be as diverse as the world
for which we are preparing our students.”
Brands, like the Finns and countless others within the
community firmly, believes that a Jesuit student body based
on economic, racial, cultural, and geographic diversity is
essential for the school if it is to remain true to its mission
of educating young men and women for others.
“Jesuit is committed to fostering an educational

Charge Actual Cost of Tuition?

The consideration of charging the actual cost of tuition
versus the subsidized amount to families is not new to Jesuit
and has actually been debated over the years. David Brands
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A Teacher’s View
on Affordability
BY SCOTT REIS, JHS MATH TEACHER

My HS Education and Teaching Career
I graduated from Central Catholic HS and my parents
had to make sacrifices for me to attend private school.
When my younger sister was a freshmen and I was a senior,
there was an extra burden put on my family financially
by having two kids in a private Catholic school. Both of
my parents worked and we were a middle class family. I
remember before my senior year when my parents had to
talk to the financial aid office to see what the options were
to keep me at Central Catholic. I felt blessed that my high
school was willing to work with my parents to keep me
enrolled there.
My entire teaching career has been spent at Catholic
schools. I have gained so much from my time as a student
and teacher at Catholic institutions that I cannot imagine
what my life would be like today without those formative
faith-based educational experiences. I have carried these
lessons with me and want my students to know that I care
about them inside and outside of my classroom. I always
share my favorite quote with my students on the first day of
school: “People don’t care how much you know, until they
know how much you care.”

“When I look out at my classroom
full of students, who come from
various socioeconomic and ethnic
backgrounds, I think about how
some of them may not be able to
attend Jesuit if our tuition were
any higher than it is now.
This resonates with me.”

Affordability in the Classroom
I think it is wonderful that Jesuit keeps tuition as
affordable as possible by subsidizing for families with
a generous heart. I know that if tuition had been higher
when I was in school, my parents would not have been able
to afford to send me to Central Catholic. Had I not had
the opportunity to attend school there, my life would have
taken a different path and I probably would not be teaching
at Jesuit today.
When I look out at my classroom full of students, who
come from various socioeconomic and ethnic backgrounds,
I think about how some of them might not be able to attend

-Scott Reis, JHS Math Teacher

Jesuit today if our tuition were any higher than it is now.
This resonates with me. I hope that all of my students will
be able to graduate from Jesuit and partake in all of the
amazing opportunities it has to offer.

how important this is. Tuition was $350 per year back then
and it might as well have been $30,000,” says Carter.
Decades later, when he would return to Jesuit as a parent
and serve as board trustee, he recalls, “I believe tuition for
my children was somewhere around $7,500-$9,000. We
paid the full cost of tuition because we could.” As Bill now
hopes his grandchildren have the ability to afford a Jesuit
education, he knows it will continue to be a family priority
for him to support affordability for all families, not just his
own.

environment that enables young people to develop strong
academic skills and moral principles as set forth by St.
Ignatius of Loyola more than 450 years ago,” adds Jesuit’s
president, John Gladstone.
Mr. Gladstone and David Brands believe this approach
to tuition, which unquestionably depends on the support
of the greater Jesuit community, benefits all students at the
school. If you were to approach Bill Carter ’69, a longtime
supporter of keeping Jesuit accessible for all families, he
would explain to you how tuition was a struggle then as it
is now. “As a financial aid student back in the 60s, I know
•
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To Serve and Protect...
Alumni in the Military
BY KATHY BAARTS, ALUMNI DIRECTOR

knew my dad was a soldier who had two tours in Vietnam,
who was stationed overseas and on the mainland, who was
a Green Beret and a member of the 101st Airborne Division,
and who loved the service that he performed in his 21-year
career. We lived in a house run by discipline, high integrity,
and a strong work ethic. We moved a lot, lived on Army
bases, went to military parades, mimicked the salutes dad
both gave and received, and loved yelling, “Airborne All
the Way Sir!”
It is only as an adult that I realized the enormity of
the sacrifice and the honor of my dad and all others in the
military. It is a humbling reality to understand that these
men and women selflessly protect our country and its
people by serving in the military. This is a snapshot of some
of our alumni in the military and highlights the ways that
they are men and women for others.

My dad, Ted Villanueva, Jr., received the Meritorious Service Medal. He
had his biggest fans present at the time: my mom Lee Villanueva, my sister
Kelly, me, and my brother Teddy.

Joe Lynch ‘94 - MD, Lieutenant
Commander, Medical Corps, Navy

Introduction by Kathy Baarts

On a recent trip home to Hawaii, I was able to visit
Pearl Harbor again and reflect on what it means to serve,
from a military perspective. Growing up as an army brat,
I never fully understood the impact of our armed forces. I
•
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We were blessed with a beautiful sunrise on the
morning of Sgt. Sean Patrick Fennerty’s funeral
on January 27, 2007 at Jesuit High School.
Photo by Jack Schmidt.

Joe Lynch graduated from Jesuit in 1994, one of six
valedictorians in the school’s first coed class. “I learned
great habits at Jesuit. I am grateful for the people I met, the

•

to be financially responsible for his college education. Joe
accepted the fact that deployment was a reality in his life.
Even though Joe made this choice, it is tough as a spouse
or a child to realize what war really is and to accept the
lifestyle that a military family endures. There is still a subset
of our population that does not understand war and service
to our country. In Landstuhl, Germany, Joe received the
Army Commendation Medal and numerous expressions
of “thanks” from family members for the care he provided
to the men and women who were injured while serving
our country. His response was constant: “Thank you, but
I’m simply doing doing a job that I love; it is my wife and
daughters back home who deserve the thanks for enduring
the sacrifices associated with our separation.”
There were both rewards and challenges to Joe’s
deployment. He had to be available 24 hours a day. In the
6 1/2 months that Joe was in Germany, he performed 200
cases. These were not routine like the orthopedic injuries
he was accustomed to treating. These soldiers came in with
missing arms and legs from improvised explosive devices,
exposed arteries, muscles, bones, tendons, and injuries
that were packed with foreign debris, clothing, mud, and
dirt. Most of these soldiers were in their 20s and in the
ICU with serious injuries. However, out of Joe’s 200 cases,
there was only one casualty. It was a young man, brain dead
upon arrival but kept alive until his family could say their
goodbyes. This is a credit to military healthcare resources
being high quality, very organized, and accessible.
Joe feels very fortunate to take care of his patients at the
Naval Hospital in San Diego. Some are active duty, some are
retired, some are dependents, but all have sacrificed to serve
their country. “There is privilege and gratitude in taking
care of these lives who have sacrificed,” says Joe.

Joe Lynch ‘94 with his daughters: Ainsley, Abigail, Emerson, and Elleanor.

friendships I share with teachers and lifetime friends, and
the education I received,” says Joe.
He went on to attend Harvard and earned his
undergraduate degree in Environmental Science and Public
Policy. Joe chose to enroll in the Navy ROTC program. Since
Harvard didn’t have an ROTC program, he attended MIT to
obtain his Naval Science degree.
Following his undergraduate work, Joe was admitted
into the medical school program at OHSU. Upon
completion of his schooling in 2002, he did his internship
and residency at the University of Washington in general
surgery and orthopedic surgery. He then stayed at the
University of Washington to complete a fellowship in
shoulder and elbow surgery.
“Jesuit prepared me, hands down, for both Harvard
and medical school,” says Joe. This was evident in Joe’s
academic achievements, graduating magna cum laude
with High Honors from Harvard and first in his class in
med school. After completing his fellowship, Joe’s first
assignment was at Bremerton Naval Hospital. Following a
three-year assignment, Joe was assigned in 2011 to Naval
Medical Center San Diego where he currently serves as the
Director of Sports Medicine & Shoulder Surgery and as an
Assistant Professor of Surgery at USUHS—the military’s
medical school.
With the war going on in the Middle East, Joe knew that
at some point he would be shipped off to help in the war
efforts. In the fall of 2012, Joe received orders for Operation
Enduring Freedom. It was a great blessing to be stationed
at Germany’s Landstuhl Regional Medical Center and to be
able to help soldiers injured in Afghanistan, Libya and the
Horn of Africa.
Joe joined the military to pay for college. His parents
had paid for his high school education and Joe wanted
•

Cadet Jean Parker ‘12 plays for Army’s women’s basketball team.

Jean Parker ‘12 - West Point Cadet

Jean’s history with the military began with her basketball
recruitment and her brother, Tim ’08, who enlisted in the
Army and is currently deployed to Afghanistan. As she
looked at West Point more closely, she saw many selling
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points. West Point provided a top education, was located
close to NYC, had a great basketball program, and invested
in their cadets, holistically developing each person. The
prospect of serving her country was also appealing to Jean.
“It was about doing something bigger than yourself,” she
says.
Jean loves being at West Point. The atmosphere is very
fast paced and she is on-the-go constantly. She enjoys
the diversity of people at the academy. Her friends come
from a range of countries, from Bulgaria to Kazakhstan.
The humor and experiences that each cadet brings to West
Point have enriched Jean’s college experience immensely.
Summer training is difficult but Jean enjoys learning new
techniques.
Jean’s teammates on the basketball team are her closest
friends. The practice and games are a great stress relief
and balance for her busy life of academics, athletics, and
military drills.
As Jean reflects on her service projects as a student at
Jesuit and her service to her county, there are similarities.
As a member of the military, Jean will have the opportunity
to influence people’s lives. The military helps to rebuild
government and countries as well as to fight for people who
can’t help themselves. “All that we learn in class applies
to our future work as a soldier,” says Jean. “The goals of
serving our country keep us motivated and focused.”

Austin Barr ’07 (left) and Connor Love ‘10
at Austin’s graduation from West Point.

“I decided to attend West Point
because of the opportunity to
receive a great education and
grow as a leader in the Army. The
service aspect of Jesuit played
into my decision; service to
one’s country through joining the
military is definitely being a man
and woman for others.
In every training exercise, lesson,
and experience I have at West
Point, I am reminded of the future
soldiers I will lead in battle.”
-Connor Love ’10, West Point Cadet

Degree in International Relations and commissioned as a
2nd Lieutenant, Field Artillery Officer. After commissioning,
he was afforded the opportunity to work as a graduate
assistant for the football team at West Point for six months.
It was a lot of fun and provided the opportunity to coach
and give back to the program. Once his stint as a Graduate
Assistant was complete, he moved to Ft. Sill, Oklahoma
for the Field Artillery Officer Basic Course. He graduated
the course in the summer of 2013, and then headed to Ft
Benning, Georgia to attend Ranger School. Afterwards, he
reported to Ft. Carson, Colorado to his first unit, the 4th
Brigade Combat Team, of the 4th Infantry Division. He was
in Colorado for a couple months and then was deployed
to Afghanistan at the beginning of February in support of
Operation Enduring Freedom.
Growing up Austin’s folks impressed upon his sister
Amanda (JHS ‘08) and him the importance of service and
living selflessly, in their words, actions, and their active
presence in church. Jesuit impressed a strong emphasis on
selfless service. Austin believes that this message resonates
with graduates. Leading America’s sons and daughters has

Austin Barr ‘07, following an aerial recon in Afghanistan.

Austin Barr ‘07 - 1st Lieutenant,
Artillery Officer, Army

After graduating from Jesuit in 2007, Austin attended
the United States Military Academy Prep School for a year,
and then attended the United States Military Academy
at West Point, NY. At the academy, he was a three-year
letterman and two-year starter on the football team, playing
for Stan Brock ‘76. West Point provided Austin with the
opportunity to play college football, receive a world class
education and serve his country; it was something that he
could not say no to. He really enjoyed the experience and
believe it challenged him in ways he would have never
imagined.
Austin graduated in May 2012 with a Bachelor of Science
•
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Santa Clara and was enrolled in the Army ROTC program.
To him, military service was a very tangible way to serve his
country. The first year was challenging as he tried to balance
military training and college life. However, in Ryan’s junior
year, 9/11 provided a harsh reality that we would go to war.
Following graduation with a degree in Finance, Ryan
spent the next nine months recruiting for the Army. In
April 2003, Ryan was assigned to Ft. Knox as an Armor
Branch Officer, specializing in tank and cavalry/forward
reconnaissance operations on the battlefield. Following
that, Ryan went to Ft. Benning for Ranger School and in
December was sent to Germany.
Rob Skokan ‘86 (right) in Yakima for training as a lieutenant.

been a great honor for Austin and he hopes to be able to
continue the tradition of Jesuit graduates who choose to
serve others in some capacity.

Rob Skokan ‘86 - Captain, Oregon
Army National Guard

Rob Skokan, after graduating from Jesuit in 1986,
attended the University of Oregon and received a math
degree and teaching certificate. After teaching a year at
Central Catholic, he started teaching at Jesuit in the fall of
1991 and is now in his 23rd year.
Along with his love of teaching, Rob had a desire to
serve his country. September 11th was a turning point for
many. For Rob, it began his period of discernment. His love
for his family and his love for his country led him to try
and find the right time to enlist. “In many ways, September
11th was a ‘Pearl Harbor’ for our generation, and I felt the
need to do something,” says Rob.
In 2007, Rob enlisted and did his basic training at Ft.
Knox. He began Officer Candidate School in 2008, which
was an 18-month program. In 2009, Rob was commissioned
a 2nd Lieutenant and currently serves in the 2nd Battalion
of the 218th Field Artillery, which is headquartered in
Forest Grove. Rob appreciates the dual mission of the
Oregon Army National Guard with its state mission to
support Oregonians in times of domestic emergencies,
together with its federal mission to deploy in support of
U.S. operations anywhere in the world.
Rob enjoys the balance of teaching and also doing
something completely different by serving the needs of
people and our country in a very specialized way.

Sgt. Sean Fennerty ‘99
With Sean’s dad, Brian, in the Navy, life in the Fennerty
household focused on the ideals of military life: respect, honor,
loyalty coupled with the values of their strong faith, great love,
and enthusiasm to serve. Sean, feeling that every person should
serve their country, enlisted in the Army following his graduation
from OSU and he worked his way up to the Airborne Infantry
Unit.
Jesuit High School had a tremendous impact on Sean’s life, with
the deepening of his faith and the realization of immense love
from family and friends. The Suscipe, a prayer of St. Ignatius of
Loyola, was one he always remembered: Take, Lord, and receive
all my liberty, my memory, my understanding, and my entire will,
All I have and call my own. You have given all to me. To you,
Lord, I return it. Everything is yours; do with it what you will.
Give me only your love and your grace, that is enough for me.
Corporal Justin Lessard, Sean’s friend and fellow soldier, spoke
about Sean and prayer: “I noticed before we left for a mission,
Fenn would stare straight ahead and move his lips. Finally he
would turn to the guys in the back and say, ‘Ready? Let’s Go.’ I
asked him what he was saying. Sean had replied, ‘I am saying a
prayer I learned in high school.’”

Ryan Norwood ‘98 - Captain, Army

Ryan Norwood always held a fascination with the
military sparked by books, movies and his grandfathers,
one serving in the Korean War, and one as a career marine
and Vietnam veteran. He loved the concept of team and
the camaraderie and bonds between people as they trained
and were disciplined to become one of many parts forming
their unit.
After graduating from Jesuit in 1998, Ryan attended
•

Sean Fennerty was killed on January 20, 2007 as four Humvees
left their base to prepare for a mission in the Al Anbar, a
province of Iraq. His death was felt in the hearts of many across
the nation and overseas whom Sean touched with his loyalty,
compassion, and great love. Jerry Hahn, Sean’s history teacher
and friend at Jesuit in an email to Sean’s brother Conor, says,
“I am so proud of Sean and his service to our country. That it
ultimately led to his death has shaken me to the core, but his
sacrifice for all of our freedom will be a part of me forever.”
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Final Thoughts

The military can be defined in so many ways: privilege,
honor, sacrifice, influencing lives, leader, units that are
comprised of the sum of its parts. Even though people
choose to serve in the military for different reasons, the
common core is in the values that military service instills
in its members. It is an active choice to sacrifice one’s self
for the protection of our country and other countries that
may need our help. We have much to be thankful for in our
military personnel. Whether it is a friend or a loved one or
someone we meet on the street, or reading the names of
the many memorials of those soldiers who died protecting
others, the simple act of recognizing and honoring those
who choose to serve our country speaks volumes.

Ryan Norwood ‘98 and his wife, Ali, celebrate the blessings of the season
with Ben and Bailey, their newest addition.

In January 2004, Ryan was deployed to Iraq as part of
Operation Iraqi Freedom. He spent a year as a Scout Platoon
Leader in the First Squadron, 4th Cavalry Regiment as part
of the 1st Infanty Division. He led a platoon of 30 cavalry
troopers as they conducted patrol and reconnaissance
missions. Ryan’s focus was on the mission at hand, to help
the people in that region but also to ensure that the men of
his unit returned home safely. Ryan was in Iraq for a year
and then spent the following year in Germany, performing
branch detail in finance. He got out of active duty in 2006
and served in the Army Reserves until 2010.
Ryan greatly appreciates the opportunity to serve and
feels that it is an honor and a privilege to serve our country.
Today, he works in real estate finance at Morrison Street
Capital in Portland, Oregon, and enjoys family time with
his wife Ali, two-year-old son, and six-month-old daughter.

We realize that there are many more alumni
who have served in the military or are currently
serving. We would love to hear your story and
to be able to recognize and honor you for your
service. Please contact Kathy Baarts with your
information: kbaarts@jesuitportland.org or
503-291-5414.

Connor Love (JHS ‘10) is a leader on and off the baseball field.
This 6’4” player started 11 games last season, and in March,
Love and his team had the pleasure of hosting the New York
Yankees at Doubleday Field, a tradition nearly a century old, for
the first time since 1976. Though West Point ultimately lost, the
final score was a not unimpressive 10-5.
Currently, Love serves as a Battalion Commander, charged with
all the physical and military training and development of the 400
cadets he leads. It’s a huge responsibility, and only 12 cadets in
the entire Academy are given the honor.
A Management Sciences major and Applied Statistics minor,
Love also serves as the president of his academic fraternity,
Omicron Delta Kappa, and interned as a data analyst for Team
Red, White & Blue, creating a comprehensive information
management system to improve the operations and effectiveness
of the organization.

Connor Love led West Point’s
baseball team in a game against
the New York Yankees.

After service, Love hopes to enter the Army as a Cavalry
Reconnaissance Platoon Leader, and eventually pursue a Master
of Social Policy in the U.K. His goal is to build his own global,
community-oriented non-profit that provides veterans from all
over with high-quality education.

BY MELIA ROBINSON AND MELISSA STANGER,
BUSINESS INSIDER (11/6/13) © BUSINESS INSIDER, FROM
THE ARTICLE, “14 INCREDIBLY IMPRESSIVE STUDENTS AT
WEST POINT”

Note: Connor recently won the rotary scholarship and will be
attending graduate school at Oxford next year.
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1. Danny Maeda ’09, Bruce Chaddock ’09, and Tyler Collins ’09 enjoy the second Coed Alumni Soccer Game on Cronin Field. 2. National
Alumni Board Members Tom Rask ’86 (Chair), Sara Gray ’02, and Elizabeth Meehan Slaney ’00 with Paul Slaney at the Crusader Tailgate.
3. Kathy Baarts, Rich Ulring, Fr. Jim Galuzzo ’63, and Rob Van Alstyne, n.S.J celebrate the class of 1963 at the Green and Gold 50-Year
Luncheon.
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4. Alums gather in prayer as spirituality and
sports continue in the tradition of the alumni
games.
5. We are so thankful for the Elorriaga family
and their tremendous support of the Alumni Golf
Classic, with proceeds benefiting the Alumni Food
Drive. John Elorriaga, Steve Elorriaga ’76, John
Elorriaga ’07, and Stanley Walker ’03 enjoyed
their family foursome.
6. Members of the class of 1963 gather for a
group picture during the Green & Gold 50-Year
Luncheon.
7. Fr. Larry Robinson, S.J. and Pete Hudnut ’91
got a chance to catch up before the Alumni Golf
Classic began.
8. Andre Petette ’83, Pat Niedermeyer ‘83, and
Jon Niedermeyer ’83 enjoy the weekend together.
9. It was a time for celebration as our
cheerleaders escorted the class of 1963 on to the
field at halftime for an introduction to the Jesuit
community.
10. Principal Paul Hogan and President John
Gladstone proudly display the Oregonian Cup
trophy. This is the ninth year in a row and the
tenth time in the past 14 years that Jesuit has
earned the Oregonian Cup for outstanding
achievements in academics, co-curricular activities,
athletics, and sportsmanship.
11. Members of the
Class of 1963 catch up
in the Bill Hunt Board
Room overlooking
Cronin Field.
12. Members of the
Class of 2003 gathered
at Lucky Lab in
December to celebrate
their 10-year reunion.
13. Laura Schott ’99
and her husband,
Justin, enjoy the
Crusader Tailgate.
14. David Harris ‘91,
Paul Grubb, S.J. ’91,
and Rich
McPherson
15
at Ernesto’s
for the
Tailgate.
15. Huston
Ellis ’91
and Rob
Fallow
’91 enjoy
the day at
Langdon
Farms.

A Catholic Tradition

Bob ‘69 and Sharon Merz (center) are at the heart of extended Merz family that now spans five decades of Catholic education.

Making Catholic Education a Family Affair
BY ANDREW ASATO, VICE PRESIDENT FOR ADVANCEMENT

As a young student you can’t
fully
appreciate
the
learning
environment and shared Christian
values of Catholic schooling. At least
this is what Bob Merz ’69 believes
when asked about the importance
of Catholic education. Decades later,
he reflects on this subject now as a
parent and grandparent, recalling
how teenage years can be challenging
in so many ways.
“Everyone is trying to fit in,
discover life’s direction and moving
toward adulthood while living within
the restrictions imposed by parents,”
says Bob.
The extended Merz family now
spans five decades of walking the
halls of Jesuit’s campus. Given their
family’s own rich tradition of Catholic
education, they can speak with
confidence on this particular subject.
Bob and his wife, Sharon Merz, a
graduate of St. Mary’s Academy in
Portland, share how looking back,

you have a different perspective on
your education. As one example, they
comment, “Once you have children
of your own, you realize how much
your parents sacrificed to send you to
Catholic schools.”
Bob is indeed grateful that his
parents made the decision to enroll
him and his twin brother, Jim, at
Jesuit High School. Both brothers
graduated four years later in 1969. His
younger brothers, Kevin and Mike,
followed in their footsteps and also
graduated from the school, while his
sisters attended St. Mary’s Academy
in Portland. Three of Bob’s siblings
would one day enroll their own
children at Jesuit.
“With a two-generation Merz
family tradition of attending Jesuit,
my nieces and nephews will desire
the same educational opportunity for
their children,” says Merz.
He sums up his Jesuit experience
by
highlighting
his
rigorous
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education that made college seem
easy by comparison. Jesuit set
high expectations for him and he
remembers working hard to get
a passing grade in every subject.
Understanding
the
relationship
between effort and results is a legacy
of his time at Jesuit that threads his
life to this day. As for Jesuit values
and the Catholicity of his formative
educational years, Bob draws upon his
appreciation for the critical thinking
and moral values that he was taught
by the Jesuits.
“Both of these have helped
guide my personal and professional
relationships,” says Bob. “They
combine to set the standard I require
of myself as a husband, father,
grandparent, employer or friend.”
Bob knows without question that
he and Sharon both benefited from
their 12 years of Catholic schooling as
children. In their experiences, schools
like Jesuit and St. Mary’s allow students

to grow and mature while providing
the knowledge and values to make
more positive choices, something they
have witnessed in their own children’s
and grandchildren’s years of Catholic
education. After moving to Kirkland,
Washington in 1975, Bob and Sharon
enrolled their three children in Holy
Family School and two went on to
receive a Jesuit education at Seattle
Preparatory School. Today, the Merz
are blessed to have 10 grandchildren.
Eight of them have attended Catholic
grade school with a grandchild now at
Seattle Prep and a one who has since
graduated from Gonzaga University in
2012.
Sharing their gratitude for the
educational treasures they have
received, Bob and Sharon firmly
believe that Catholic education is a
gift that should be available to all.
“Jesuit needs to reflect the
perspective of Christ who valued all
persons regardless of their financial
circumstances,” says Bob. In their

“Every Jesuit student
has benefitted from those
parents, alumni and
visionaries who saw the
need for the school and
took the initiative to make
it a reality.”

minds, it is not enough to have such
education available to only those
who can afford it for their children.
He adds, “Tuition assistance is
critical to make sure every student
has the opportunity to benefit from
a Catholic, Jesuit education.” These
strong beliefs in accessibility and
affordability for all was the driver in
their family’s decision this past fall to
thoughtfully and generously establish
a family endowment fund in the
school’s Foundation.

“Every
Jesuit
student
has
benefitted from those parents, alumni
and visionaries who saw the need
for the school and took the initiative
to make it a reality. Each of us, who
received this legacy, has the obligation
to pay it forward and financially help
support Jesuit for future generations
of students,” says Bob.
With these strong values and
commitments in place, Bob and
Sharon requested the funds be used by
Jesuit to provide need-based tuition
assistance to help keep Jesuit open to all
families who seek Catholic education
and excellence for their children.
Without question, Bob and Sharon
are gifting an educational opportunity
forward to the next generation who
will shape a better future for all our
children and grandchildren.

Leaving a Jesuit Legacy: By Bob Merz ‘69
Deferred Gifts

to reflect your current financial position. As we age, the
future comes more into focus and many of life’s financial
uncertainties disappear. Children become self-supporting
and funds are available for helping Jesuit and other worthy
charities. A bequest in your will is a wonderful way to make
sure Jesuit continues to educate future generations.

Most people want
to help perpetuate
institutions that had a
significant influence on
their life. Jesuit had a
positive impact on my
life that filtered down
to my family. I want
to acknowledge that
contribution as part of
my estate plan. Assets
not utilized during a
couple’s lifetime are
ideal to promote and
fund organizations which shared their values or fueled their
passions. Jesuit and St. Mary’s Academy are both included
in our legacy planning.

The Estate Planning Team
Your team should include an attorney to draft the legal
documents, a CPA to advise on tax strategy, and a financial
planner or broker to monitor your investments. The team
member should be willing to work with the planned giving
staff at Jesuit or other favorite charity. A team approach
allows you to maximize the dollars flowing to both your
family and charity.
To learn more about your planned giving
options or if you are considering a legacy gift to
Jesuit HS, please contact Diane Salzman:
503-291-5497, e-mail
dsalzman@jesuitportland.org or visit
www.jesuitportland.org/plannedgiving.

Why Consider JHS in Your Will
Every family has different financial resources and unique
personal situations. A will is flexible and can be changed

•

43

•

In Memoriam

The Jesuit High School community joins in prayerful remembrance of those who have
died. May the family and friends of those who are no longer with us in body be held
in our prayers and hearts, and may the departed rest in eternal peace with God.

Jesuit High School Alumni

William P. Jasper

Michael J. Dooney

’65

10/19/13

Dr. Michael D. Fick

’80

10/25/13

Peter C. Heinz

’74

7/15/13

Robert M. Hennessy

’60

12/6/13

Sean C. Keefer

’13

1/21/14

Patrick D. Murphy

’67

1/15/14

David Stuckey

’83

1/25/14

Michael G. Tangvald

’85

12/19/13

Christopher H. Uhland ’82

11/10/13

11/26/13

Father of William P Jasper, Jr. ‘62 †
and Thomas Jasper ‘65

Remy Lacuna

1/23/14

Grandmother to Xavier ‘13,
Carlos ‘14, Olivia ‘15 and
Wade ‘17 Coleman

Kathleen G. Lolich

8/6/13

Wife of Richard Lolich ‘67

Marion McShane

8/6/13

Grandmother to Brian ‘06,
Kevin ‘07, Patrick ‘09 and
Kelly McShane ‘16

Fr. Edward McTighe, S.J.

2/3/14

Longtime JHS Teacher, Chaplain and Priest

Friends, Family, Faculty
& Staff of JHS
Patricia Collins

Denise Medica
LaVola Meyer

11/4/13

Dorothy Milo
7/20/13

Mark Moothart
10/1/13

Constance Muessle
1/10/14

10/9/13

Jude Nicoletti

Father of David ‘91 and Molly Fee ‘96

David Flath

8/13

Sylvester A. Spieker

10/4/13

Father of Ron ‘67 and
Michael ‘73 Spieker;
Grandfather to David ‘87,
Dennis ‘89 and Kathryn ‘03 Durkin

8/15/13

Mother of Pat ‘72 † and Tim Fogarty ’79;
Grandmother to John Andreas ‘96,
Casey Oliver ‘97, Jessica Andreas ‘99,
Liz Bray Neihart ‘99, Katie Oliver
Richmond ‘00, Tommy Manning ‘01,
Matt Andreas ‘02, Kristi Bray ‘02,
Maggie Manning ‘02, Danny Bray ‘04,
Pat Manning ‘05, Brian Manning ‘08,
Connor Fogarty ‘12, Griffin Fogarty ‘15
and Noah Crise ‘16

Russell D. Humberston

7/9/13

Grandmother to Paige Nicoletti ‘09

Grandfather of David Ganz ‘14

Betty Fogarty

12/27/13

Mother of John ‘62, David ‘72,
and Brian ‘78 Muessle;
Grandmother to Eric ‘91, Kevin ‘94
and Ryan ‘99 Coffey, Erin ‘00,
Rebecca ‘07, Peter ‘10 and
John Paul ‘12 Muessle

Mother of Paul Ditter ‘78;
Grandmother of Mark DiFalco ‘17

James Fee, Jr.

12/23/13

Grandfather to Christopher ‘01,
Allison ‘04 and Daniel Moothart ‘08
and Adam ‘03, Hannah ‘06, Shaun ‘06,
Emily ‘09 and Megan ‘13 McCool

Grandfather to Brian ‘91, William ‘93
and Margaret Dehen ‘98, Angela ‘01
and Joseph Scotto ‘06, Benjamin ‘04,
Lucas ‘08, Thomas ‘08, Sam ‘10 and
Olivia ‘12 Artaiz

Claudia M. Ditter

12/22/13

Grandmother to Alicia ‘07 and
Nicole Milo ‘10

Father of Michael ‘84 and Paul ‘86 Cook;
Grandfather of Sebastian Rodriquez ‘16

William L. Dehen

9/18/13

Grandmother to Teresa Meyer ‘01
and Sara Meyer-Donell ‘06

Mother of Richard ‘75 and
Michael ‘79 Collins; Grandmother
of Kelly Kramer ‘13

Dr. David Cook

12/24/13

Wife of Paul Medica ‘82

Cleone F. Stoloff

7/6/13

Grandmother to Allison ‘02 and
Laura ‘05 Stoloff

Darlene Painter Tutmark 11/25/13
Mother of Jeffrey Painter ‘78;
Grandmother of Michael ‘06 and
Christopher Chertude ‘14

1/3/14

Father of Francis Humberston ‘90;
Grandfather to Amber ‘06 and
Eugene Mitchell ‘09, Christine ‘11
and Maria ‘15 Webb.

This is the deceased list as we know it from June 1, 2013 through February 3,
2014. Relationships listed are Jesuit ties only within the deceased’s immediate
family. We apologize for any omission and ask that you please notify Kathy
Baarts at (503) 291-5414 or e-mail kbaarts@jesuitportland.org.
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In Memoriam
Connie Muessle

•

1919-2013

that Connie spearheaded during her tenure at Jesuit. After
her volunteer “retirement,” Connie would attend Jesuit
events and was usually surrounded by a number of alumni
as they shared high school memories, talked sports (she
was quite the knowledgeable sports fan!), and shared many
laughs. She had a keen mind and took a deep interest in her
“alumni guys” and their families. “Connie was a generous
and giving staff member at Jesuit,” states Mike Hughes ’79,
JHS Athletic Director. “She always had a heart of gold and
a smile to share. Her compassion and care for others will
always be remembered.”
After her husband, Stan’s, death, Connie set up the
Muessle Family Fund to honor his memory. Because of her
compassion and knowledge of the Jesuit landscape, she
recognized that many Jesuit families need help to pay a
portion of tuition. The Muessle Family Fund helped make
a Jesuit education possible for many students over the
years. Parents and students alike have expressed their deep
gratitude for Connie’s family’s kindness.
Constance Conrad Muessle was born in Louisville,
Kentucky on May 23, 1919. She and her husband moved
to Oregon in 1945 joining her family in the formation of a
family business, Conrad Veneers, located in Tualatin. Ever
the active member of the community, Connie saw her first
priority as the nurturance of her family and the support of
their education. She was the mother of five children, all
of whom survive her, including her eldest son, Stan, and
daughter, Connie.
Her significant volunteer work included teaching
Christian doctrine at the parishes of St. Cecilia’s and
St. John Fisher. She was a founding member of St. John
Fisher and an active member of the parish. In addition
to her volunteer work at Jesuit, Connie provided free tax
counseling through AARP for many elderly citizens.
The Jesuit High School community and the lives of
hundreds of people are better because of Connie’s care and
compassion. Thank you, Connie, for helping your brothers
and sisters in need. Your grace and wisdom will be dearly
missed. May the angels greet you on the shores of paradise.

BY DIANE SALZMAN, DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

“Lord, when did we
see you hungry and feed
you, thirsty and give you
drink, naked and clothe
you, ill or in prison,
and visit you? And the
King will say to them in
reply, ‘Amen I say to you,
whatever you did for one
of these least brothers of
mine, you did for me.’”
Matthew, Chapter 25: 37-40

This was the credo of our friend, benefactor, Jesuit
past parent, grandparent, and long-time volunteer, Connie
Muessle. On December 27, 2013, Jesuit High School lost a
deeply caring and compassionate woman of great Catholic
faith. Connie was a part of the Jesuit community since 1958
and she and her husband, Stan, gave generously to Jesuit
High School in time and resources for over 55 years.
Connie had three sons graduate from Jesuit: John ’62,
Dave ’72, and Brian ’78, and they have long upheld the
Muessle family tradition of generously supporting Jesuit
High School through their work with St. Andrew’s Nativity
Students, the Jesuit Financial Aid Endowment Fund, the
Alumni Golf Tournament and much more. Connie was
proud of the fact that seven of her eleven grandchildren
graduated from Jesuit: Eric Coffey ’91, Kevin Coffey ’94,
Ryan Coffey ’99, Erin Muessle ’00, Rebecca Muessle ’07,
Peter Muessle ’10, and John Paul Muessle ’12.
In 1978, after many years of volunteering in a variety
of capacities at Jesuit High School and acquiring a vast
knowledge of the Jesuit community, Connie became the
volunteer Alumni Coordinator. She organized and directed
the Alumni Association with great vision and grace for
eleven years. The Alumni Wine Tasting event, the Crusader
Crunch, and the Alumni Golf Tournament were all programs

Sean Keefer, Class of 2013

•

1994-2014

On January 21, 2014, Sean Keefer, a member of the class of 2013, passed
away. He is remembered as a very talented student, cross country runner,
and loyal friend who even at his short time at George Washington University
excelled in the classroom in the School of Engineering. On January 22, there
was vigil prayer service on Jesuit’s campus and as well as Masses and prayer
services all across the country as Sean’s classmates gathered to pray.
As our prayers join the Keefer family, we remember Sean with the highest
regard and thoughts and know that the God of love and compassion that we
seek will keep Sean’s soul in the palm of His hand.
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Alumni Events 2013-14
Fall and winter have been full of alumni events both on and
off campus. We took Jesuit High School on the road, visiting
alumni in New York, Seattle, and San Francisco. We had two
Crusader nights at Trail Blazers games as the Miami Heat and
the Milwaukee Bucks came into town. Alumni and friends of
Jesuit returned to campus to present to the junior class at Career
Day in February.

Josef Schwab ‘15 and brother Connor Schwab ‘10 (with
Kathy Baarts) spent quality time together at the Thanksgiving
reception in Nov. 2013.

Alumni gathered at the James Hotel in New York City for the JHS
alumni event in fall 2013.

Seattle alums helped Fr. Joseph Carver, S.J. (far left) and Brian Kelly ‘03 (back
row, fifth from left) in cleaning and organizing efforts at Seattle Nativity School.
Erik Spoelstra ‘88 (head coach of the Miami Heat) spent time with JHS alumni
and friends before his team’s December 28th game against the Trail Blazers at
the Moda Center.

Thank you to our amazing presenters (comprised of alumni, faculty, parents and past parents)
who took the time to talk to our junior class about their professions in February 2014.
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Our New York regional event is very generously underwritten by
our Jesuit New York Moms. We would like to thank Mary Lang,
Mary Dick, Kay Brantley, and Leeann Leaverton for their generosity
and help in keeping our alums connected to Jesuit. The regional
events are a wonderful way for alumni to connect and for us to
share the many wonderful things that are happening within the
JHS community on campus. Please make sure that your contact
information is current so that we may keep you informed about the
regional events for 2014-15!
Chris Pozzi ‘12 and Sarah Breuner ‘12 showed their TCU twohorned frog love at the Thanksgiving reception in Nov. 2013.

The Class of 1983 was in full force at Alumni Weekend’s all-alumni event at Brix Tavern
in downtown Portland.

Larry Grant, Dick Peaper, Charlie Burns, Herb Faber, and Walt
Novak celebrated the class of 1963 and their 50-year reunion.

Bill Whitesel, Matt Petersen, JB Collins, and Steve Hoffman enjoyed
catching up with classmates of 1983 at Brix Tavern.

Mike Dunleavy ’99 signed an autograph at Blazers-Crusaders Night at the
Moda Center on December 21, 2013. Numerous JHS alums and friends
attended the game, which was followed by a meet-and-greet with Mike.

John Gladstone and Andy Asato stopped in at Pix II Studios in
New York City to visit with anchor Julie Grauert ‘01.
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Class Notes
1966

Steve Durfee is now retired after
40 years in the steel business and five
years in the golf business.

1973

Paul Marshall and his wife
currently live in the Kansas City area
(on the Kansas side). Paul works for
a company called C2FO as their VP
Client Services. Prior to this he worked
at YRC and Waste Management as
their corporate VP Customer Service.
Their family is healthy and doing
well, with their first son in Sarajevo,
their second son in Kansas City, and
both daughters in Portland. Paul’s
wife is a manager at Nordstrom. Paul
returns to Portland when he can and
he and his wife would like to move
back some day.

1973

Run in the Wasatch Mountains of
Utah (http://www.wasatch100.com/
index.php).

1988

1993
The Michael Cassidy, Sr. (GU ’92)
family has grown again. Michael and
his wife, Jennifer (Mullen) (Bellarmine
’89) (GU ’93), welcomed Patrick James
Henry Cassidy on December 31, 2012.
“PJ” joins siblings Siobhan, Kevin,
Mara, Liam, Sean, Michael Jr., and
Colleen. The family lives in Vancouver,
Washington, where Michael, Sr.
is a successful independent sales
representative in the waterworks and
plumbing industry.

1989

Kevin VanDyke has taken up
bicycling and may have found his
niche in endurance events. He is
a Furnace Creek 508 finisher and
holds two records for the Race Across
Oregon, the most recent being set this
past July (2 man, 50+). Kevin qualified
for the Race Across America but has
not taken that big step yet. You can
follow his biking adventures at http://
tinyurl.com/bikedreams.

1981

Pete Malen, Jr. recently finished
the Wasatch Front 100 Mile Endurance

Greg Mengis lives in Fremont,
California, with his wife Lisa. They
are celebrating their 16th anniversary
this March. Greg does a little real
estate, but most of his time is taken
up coaching lacrosse. He is the Head
Varsity Lacrosse Coach at Los Altos
High School, he founded the local
youth Lacrosse club in Fremont, and
he also coaches a travel team. In his
rare free time, Greg enjoys playing
lacrosse, visiting Wine Country in
Northern California, and taking trips
back to Portland to see family and
friends.

Keeley O’Brien and
wife,
McKenzie, are enjoying life with
children Ryland (2 1/2) and Finley
(now 6 months old). Besides spending
time with the family, Keeley has been
busy with his design/build company
which is doing well and specializes in
custom homes, wineries, resturants,
and hotels.

1996

1992

Tyrone Stammers and his wife
welcomed Tyrone Harrison Stammers
on February 21, 2013. Mom and baby
are both doing great and Tyrone is
looking forward to some long Saturday
runs with his boy.
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Last summer, Fr. Eric Gilbaugh
celebrated the elevation of his mission

church in Belgrade, Montana, to the
status of parish under the patronage
of St. John Vianney. An August
dedication by the Bishop of Helena,
the Most. Rev. George Thomas, also
marked his reassignment for another
six years as pastor of that church as
well as Holy Family parish in Three
Forks, Montana. Fr. Eric is enjoying
life as a parish priest in beautiful
southwestern Montana, north of
Yellowstone National Park. The last
year also afforded the opportunity
to see a number of fellow ‘96 grads,
including some living on the East
Coast while he was en route to a
pilgrimage in the Holy Land. In his
free time he continues to work on old
cars, nothing much having changed
since high school!

1998

2000

Benjamin Maher has been
selected for promotion to Major and
will attend the United States Army
Command and General Staff College
(CGSC) in the summer of 2014. At
CGSC he will spend a year studying
leadership
philosophy,
military
history, and the military planning.
Ben is happily married to his wife,
Stephanie, and they have two
wonderful boys, Finn and Ian.

husband, Reece Marshburn, this past
year in their “song of the month”
project. You can hear them on www.
thebylines.com.

2001

Ellie Eliopulos and her husband
welcomed their second child, Emelia
Myhre, on July 25, 2013. They
currently reside in Bend, Oregon.
Cullen Tavelli and his wife,
Meghan, welcomed Jackson Gregg on
September 7, 2013.

2002

Nina Mehlhaf recently moved
back to Portland and is a reporter and
fill-in anchor for KGW NewsChannel 8.
Since graduating from the University
of Oregon, she has been covering news
in Bend, OR and Sacramento, CA.
Nina has twice been awarded “Best
Breaking News Coverage” from the
Oregon Association of Broadcasters,
and various tv personality awards by
newspapers and regional magazines.
Working with the incredible news
team at KGW is a life-long dream, and
being able to do it near family and
friends is even better. Nina is always
looking for story ideas!

Amber (Sawyer) Morrison and
husband, Randy, welcomed their
second baby boy into the family.
Colin David Morrison was born on
Oct. 22, 2013. Owen loves being a big
brother!
After releasing their debut album
in 2012, Marianna Thielen’s band,
The Bylines, produced a show on
February 22 at the Alberta Rose
Theatre that was also a live album and
video recording. Funded in part by the
Regional Arts and Culture Council, it
was their most ambitious project to
date. There were all new arrangements
of songs that Marianna wrote with her
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Kendall Krage graduated from
Concordia University with a Masters
in Education focusing on curriculum
and instruction in December 2013.
She is still working at St. Francis in
Sherwood, Oregon, teaching general
music for all the grades (K-8). A few
years ago she bought her first dog
named name Loki, who is a Lab,
Boxer, and German Shepard mix. She
has started living a healthier lifestyle
and is doing a lot more hiking. She is
currently performing with Rose City
Flute Choir.

Class Notes
2003

2007

Eric Larsen is now living in
Wellington, New Zealand, where he
works for the New Zealand Ministry
of Justice as a policy analyst. He
graduated from the University of
Canterbury in February, 2013 with a
Master’s Degree (LLM) in International
Law and Politics.

2008

Michelle Klein married in
August 2013 and is currently living in
Oakland, California.

Katherine
(Wehrley)
Cohn
married H.J. (Henry John) Cohn
on Saturday, July 20, 2013, at Saint
Patrick’s Church in downtown
Portland. The couple met during
Katherine’s senior year at the
University of Oregon and dated for six
years prior to getting married.

2004

Nathan Kondrat has moved to
Leipzig, Germany to further his vocal
career as a baritone, performing opera
and lieder (song cycles). He is engaged
to Katy Olsen, an Early Music soprano,
also from Portland, and they will be
married next year. They met at The
San Francisco Conservatory of Music
where they both received an M.F.A. in
2011.

2007

Laura (Nilsen) Munro married
Cole Munro on July 27, 2013. Fr. J.K.
Adams, S.J. and Fr. Larry Robinson,
S.J. concelebrated the wedding at
Resurrection parish.

1975
David Benskin ‘75
Remembers Fr. McTighe
I started Jesuit as a scared, scrawny
Protestant boy who knew nothing about the
Catholic Church and even less about Jesuits.
My introduction to this new world was with
Fr. McTighe’s first period freshman English
class. I knew him as the “Intimidator” who
took no excuses. I dreaded the homework
and even more—coming to class the next
morning. All that being said, I learned
to love Fr. McTighe. I look back now and
believe he was one of the best teachers I
ever had. As an adult he was one of the few
I ever visited. I was always welcomed with
a smile and a hug.
It is because of Fr. McTighe that years later
I decided to start writing. I have published
three books and have a fourth on the way.
I would never have made it if it hadn’t
been for Fr. McTighe’s encouragement to a
frightened freshman. I will miss him more
than I can express in words. I am saddened
for all the Jesuit students who will never get
to know what a wonderful man he was.

2010

Andrew Wolverton and his wife,
Moriah (Westrick) Wolverton ‘07,
welcomed daughter Sawyer Roze
on October 2, 2013, at 1:03 am. She
weighed 6 pounds 3 ounces.

Erin Strader ‘14, Madison Beary ‘15, Natalie Kinsel ‘15,
Sydney Parham ‘15, and Casey Collins ‘14 celebrate David
Gerhards’ (class of 2010) homecoming as Choir Conductor.
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Emily Vala-Haynes ’00, Natalie Nicholson ’00, Ashley Boyle ’00, Soames Boyle ’98 and Andrea Casey ’97 celebrated their team’s (the Truckers) win of the
Cascade Lakes Relay Elite Women’s Division.

Alumni Profile: The Truckers and
Emily Vala-Haynes ‘00
BY KATHY BAARTS, JHS ALUMNI DIRECTOR

Emily Vala-Haynes graduated
from Jesuit High School in 2000 and
attended UC San Diego, earning her
undergraduate degree in Political
Science with a focus on International
Relations. With her interests in politics
and public health, she volunteered in
Peru for eight months at a community
center in Ollantaytambo running
educational programs and working
with Quechua women to sell their
weavings to tourists. Emily then
attended Emory University in 2005
and obtained her Masters in Global
Public Health.
Emily entered the work world for
a year and realized that she was not
passionate about what she was doing.
She really wanted to focus on global
women’s health from a teaching or
a research perspective. She decided
to enter into the PhD program
at University of Pennsylvania in
Demography and Sociology. Emily
will finish up this spring and begin

the fall term at Western Oregon
University as an Assistant Professor
of Community Health. She is excited
because many of the students are first
generation college students, excited
for the opportunity to be at school
and enthusiastic to learn. Emily loves
the energy and the ability to give back,
and feels responsible for providing
an opportunity for bettering public
health. Monmouth is very close to
her hometown of Carlton so in many
ways it is a homecoming for Emily.
Emily’s other passion is running.
Five years ago, she joined a team
for the Cascade Lakes Relay, which
highlights beautiful Central Oregon.
Teams run 216.6 miles from Diamond
Lake to Bend. The race raises $35,000
annually for a number of nonprofits and community groups. For
Emily, it was like “living the life of a
professional athlete” for a few days.
In 2010, Emily put the “Truckers”
together, a team of 12 women who
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have found success in winning the
women’s division three times and
the elite division once. The Truckers
are made up of many Jesuit alumnae,
including Natalie Nicholson ’00,
Ashley Boyle ’00, Soames Boyle ’98,
Andrea Casey ’97, Laura Harmon
’00, Claire Hagler ’09, and Ashleigh
Crunican Romero ’96. Other members
include alumnae from schools that
competed against Jesuit.
Emily loves the Cascade Lakes
Relay because it gives her team of 12
time to catch up and enjoy the gorgeous
scenery. The running community is
very strong and welcoming. Everyone
cheers for each other. The race is kept
small and on rural courses, to keep
the “friendly” feel. It is also nice to be
able to give back to the local charities.
Even though challenges are present
with a lack of sleep and exhaustion,
the amount of work is rewarding in
the team’s ability to bond and enjoy
the community.
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Jesuit High School is committed to teach students to care for all of our
world’s resources—human, environmental and economic—for a future
that is equitable and sustainable. To further this goal, the Age Quod Agis
magazine is printed on 10% post-consumer waste paper that is FSC
certified. The cost averages less than $2.00 per magazine. We are being
mindful of our environment, saving costs, and utilizing electronic
forms of communication more than ever before at Jesuit High School.
We hope you enjoy the printed editions of Age Quod Agis.

If you would like to be removed from our mailing list for this magazine, please call (503) 291-5476 or e-mail
kcerri@jesuitportland.org. Parents of Alumni: If you are still receiving your son’s or daughter’s mail, please
contact us with the new information by calling us at (503) 291-5476 or e-mailing kcerri@jesuitportland.org.
Thank you!
Alumni, students, parents, and friends fill Cronin
Field with Jesuit Crusaders pride and spirit for
the football game against Central Catholic during
Alumni Weekend in September 2013.

