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Every year the Gedrose Student Center is transformed into a food distribution 
center during the three days before Christmas Break. In this photo, students have 
a bit of fun engaging in the annual tradition of building food towers. In December 
2012, Jesuit students delivered over 900 boxes of food to 350 families around the 
Portland Metro area. Photo by Harrisen Stach ‘13. 
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Front cover photo: The Jubilee Tower outside the 
Jesuits’ residence toughs out a December 2012 snow 
storm. Students did as well, braving the weather on 
a brisk Tuesday morning. Photo by Dan Falkner, JHS 
Photography, Journalism and English Teacher.



President’s Message
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country so far from Portland, Oregon? 
How can we possibly understand the 
grief and loss felt by Sean’s parents, 
Brian and Mo, his sisters, Kelly and 
Colleen, and his brother, Conor? 
I am not certain how or if we can 
ever answer these questions. We 
probably never will. I do know that I 
have been inspired by the grace, fire, 
example, love, humor, and generosity 
of the Fennerty family—and by 
their undying devotion to Sean, his 
memory, and his love for them, his 
fellow soldiers and country, and Jesuit 
High School.

I have learned so much from the 
Fennerty family because they have 
taught me the importance of faith, 
family, devotion, and memories. I 
have been stunned by the number 
of alums—many of them Sean’s 
classmates, but a growing number 
of others touched by Sean’s story of 
heroic sacrifice—who have written 
about Sean and contributed to an 
endowment fund in his name to help 
Jesuit students who otherwise could 
not attend the school he loved dearly. 
The Suscipe prayer he carried with 

The 2012-2013 academic year 
marks Jesuit High School’s 38th year in 
its strong and vibrant interconnected 
relationship with Thomas Edison 
High School. During these years both 
Jesuit and Edison have benefited 
enormously from a shared dedication 
to serve students of each other’s 
dynamic school. 

As independent and separately 
incorporated institutions, we at 
Jesuit and our colleagues at Edison 
have walked together in our missions 
to provide the best educational 
opportunities for our students—and 
in the history of our relationship 
that means offering students of each 
other’s school the chance to take 
courses across school lines. Just in my 
eight years as Jesuit’s president, more 
than 195 Edison students have taken 
classes at Jesuit, and more than 150 
Jesuit students have done the same at 
Edison. This has been made possible 
by a tremendous sense of cooperation 
and commitment by parents, 
students, teachers, support staff, and 
administrators. I know Jesuit has 
been greatly enriched by the active 

involvement of Edison students in our 
classrooms and in our choir, drama, 
and athletic programs and in many 
other school activities and assemblies. 
They have walked part of our history 
with us, and we are a better school 
because of them. They have taught 
us to appreciate their gifts and their 
challenges—just as Edison has done 
for our students.

Among Jesuit schools nationwide, 
the relationship we have been 
fortunate to share with Edison is truly 
unique. I hope you will take time to 
read in this edition of the AGE the 
article written by Mr. Pat Maguire, 
Edison’s executive director and 
educational leader—and perhaps take 
the time to visit their school located 
right on our campus.

In another section of this AGE 
you will discover a wonderful and 
compelling story about Sean Fennerty, 
a 1999 Jesuit graduate so full of life 
and brilliance when he gave his life 
on January 20, 2007 while serving his 
country and all of us while on duty in 
Iraq. How do we measure the promise 
of a life cut so short by a war in a 

on march 1, 2013, one day after the resignation of Benedict Xvi and 32 days before the installation of Archbishop Alexander sample, Archbishop John 
vlazny presided over a Friday mass at Jesuit. This picture with president John gladstone and his wife gina was taken before mass where the admiration 
and respect of the student body toward the Archbishop was shown in a lengthy standing ovation right before the final blessing. photo by Lindsey Fowler.



him through his years after Jesuit first 
touched him at Jesuit. The prayer goes 
like this:

Take, Lord, and receive all my 
liberty, my memory, 
my understanding,
and my entire will,
All I have and call my own.
You have given all to me.
To you, Lord, I return it.
Everything is yours; do with it 
what you will.
Give me only your love and your 
grace, that is enough for me.

Perhaps the Suscipe will inspire all 
of us in some way.

Sean’s mother, Mo, has compiled 
two scrapbooks that tell Sean’s story 
with love, a sense of humor, sorrow, 
commitment to his memory, passion, 
and are testimony to the impact Sean 
has on so many others. One of those 
scrapbooks lives at Jesuit. It is still 
very difficult for all who read it to 
do so without emotion, tears, and a 
reflection on the “what if” questions it 
raises. Mo and a small group of friends 
have made several incredibly beautiful 
quilts—each one made out of the 
various t-shirts worn by Sean—and 
each square of the quilt is separated 
from the other squares by the elastic 
bands of Sean’s boxer shorts. The 
quilts are warm and personal—and 
each tells part of Sean’s all-too-short 
journey in life. I encourage a reading 
of the article dedicated to Sean in this 
AGE.

How his life and the life of Jesuit 
High School have been fashioned by 
Sean! We cannot allow our memory of 
him to fade.

Thank you for all that you as 
friends, benefactors, alums, and 
parents of Jesuit continue to do for 
Jesuit High School. We are indebted 
to you.

Sincerely,

John J. Gladstone
President
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The october 2012 women’s encounter juniors spell out the owe letters (maybe in hopes they will 
be caught by the google-earth satellite!). in the background, the mckenzie river flows by, providing 
one of the focusing backdrops for prayer during the weekend. Last october’s encounter marked the 
33rd year of encounter retreats at st. Benedict Lodge. The Lodge now hosts seven Jesuit encounters 
each year as well as a Jesuit parent/Alumni retreat. 

October Women’s Encounter (OWE)

on February 6, vernier staff came to Jesuit to guide ms. Jennie cournia’s honors physics class through 
their first lab using the ipad and the LabQuest2. vernier LabQuest2 is a stand-alone interface used 
to collect sensor data with its built-in graphing and analysis application. using carts, force sensors 
and accelerometers, the students created a graph that showed the relationship Fnet = ma, as stated 
in newton’s 2nd Law of motion. using the ipad allowed students the opportunity to modify the group 
graph on their individual ipad and submit it to our learning management system, canvas. pictured are 
Zach enriquez ‘16, Adithya srikanthan ‘16, and geoff ramirez ‘16. photo by makayla symmonds ’14.

Vernier and iPads Team Up in Physics Class



perspectives was eye-opening,” said Carbonari. 
Jasmine Leewong ‘13 also enjoyed the small group 

experience. 
“Everyone is so vulnerable in their small groups that 

you build a sense of trust,” added Leewong. “At the end 
there was definitely this Encounter-like feeling where 
everyone feels so loved and accepted.”

The students also had a lot of fun and made many new 
friends.

“We got to learn African dance so that was pretty cool,” 
said Christopher Usi ‘13.

The main goal of the conference was for students to 
bring back what they learned at the conference to Jesuit 
and promote diversity in the community. 

“Hopefully we can create a more inclusive culture,” 
said Mr. David Blue, Jesuit’s Diversity Director. “We want 
students to feel comfortable with who they are on campus.” 

 “One student at the conference stated that if the 
conference was school every day, he would feel so 
comfortable,” said Usi.

All students who went on the trip highly recommend 
the experience and hope that the Jesuit community will be 
open to accepting new ideas concerning diversity. 

Appeared in the December 2012 Issue of the Jesuit Crusader.

Portland Junior Scientists Win 
$10,000 Grant 
By mArieL kLein ‘13

A dozen second and third graders sit in bright red 
chairs, their eyes fixed on senior Jillian Robinson. 

Tennis supplies—balls, racquets and shoes—lay 
scattered around the room, and larger-than-life photos of 

A Newfound Meaning to Diversity
By ALLie HusAri ‘13

People tend to believe that diversity is only associated 
with race and nationality, but the students who attended 
the West Coast Diversity Conference in fall 2012 learned 
that diversity is much more than that. 

Eleven Jesuit students recently traveled to Seattle 
for three days to participate in the West Coast Diversity 
Conference. The conference was hosted by Seattle Prep and 
Seattle University and included students from schools all 
around the Pacific Northwest. 

Each day the students participated in discussions and 
activities to learn more about diversity, how to accept 
others, and the importance of leadership. There were also 
guest speakers and presentations concerning issues such 
as racism and the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 
Organization.

“One activity we did had us imagine a scenario of a 
women being almost killed because she went against 
someone’s religious beliefs in their county while she was 
a tourist. We had to try to resolve the conflict, but nobody 
said outwardly that the religious values were the problem, 
which was the point of the exercise. This showed that 
people don’t like talking about sensitive topics and that 
we can’t always just dance around topics,” said Amanda 
Carbonari ‘13.

One of the highlights of the conference was the 
discussions that the students had in their small groups. 
These discussions were usually focused on one question or 
issue, but students often branched off that topic to express 
their own ideas.  

“Everyone was really comfortable with each other 
in their small groups and hearing everyone’s different 

Campus Corner
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JHs students attended the west coast diversity conference in seattle in fall 
2012. photo by david Blue ‘93.

Jordan calverley ‘14 and samir shah ‘15 lead students in a science 
experiment at portland After school Tennis and education. photo courtesy 
of meghana rao ‘14.



Roger Federer and Maria Sharapova hang on tall white walls. 
Robinson, a volunteer with the Portland Junior Scientists, 
demonstrates the project of the day: an engineering 
challenge focusing on reinforcement. The eager students 
are tasked with building a ‘table’ using a 4x6 rectangle of 
poster board as the surface and newspaper as legs, all held 
together with duct tape. Their goal? Withstand the weight 
of a textbook. 

“I’m amazed at how enthusiastic they are about 
participating,” said Robinson. “A lot of aspects of science 
are foreign to them, so they love the experiments.”

Portland Junior Scientists, or PJS, is a student-
run project that gives at-risk youth the opportunity to 
engage in hands-on experiments in science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics. Founder junior Meghana 
Rao was volunteering at Portland After School Tennis and 
Education, or PAST&E, a nonprofit that offers tutoring and 
tennis lessons to at-risk students, when she heard the kids 
talking about the impact of crippling budget cuts on their 
school, James John Elementary. James John is a Title 1 
school, meaning the district receives extra federal funding 
to aid the low-income, at-risk children enrolled. 

“I heard their science was being cut back, which made 
me sad because science is my favorite class,” said Rao. “I 
thought it would be something I could help out with.”

Last September, Rao along with seniors Ellen Walker, 
Fitsum Dejene and Tara Raizada received a $5,000 grant 
from the Pepsi Refresh Project to start Portland Junior 
Scientists. During the school year, the PJS team of ten Jesuit 
students teaches science to second through sixth graders 
every Monday afternoon at the PAST&E classroom in St. 
Johns. Last summer they also led a week-long science class 
for 80 students at the Beaverton Police Activities League. 
The PJS coaches guide the students in activities from 
experimenting with a USB microscope to constructing their 
own thermometers. 

“At school it’s all strict learning, but here, it’s fun 
learning,” said Jasmine, a PAST&E participant and sixth 
grader at George Middle School. 

The coaches let the students form their own ideas while 
giving them gentle guidance to achieve a common goal. 
The positive relationship between students helps the kids 
thrive.

“I like them because they really teach us, and they 
aren’t rude,” said Mallory, a third grader at James John 
Elementary school.

While the current work PJS does has been impactful, 
the team is in the process of expanding. 

“We are going to be starting an after-school science 
program for Vose Elementary,” said Rao. “We are also 
emailing other Title 1 schools in Portland and Beaverton.”

Back at PAST&E, students Mallory and Cesar carefully 
roll pieces of newspaper into tubes and secure them to a 

rectangle of cardboard using blue duct tape. They watch 
in anticipation as Robinson places books on top of their 
structure. The two third graders cheer and clap as their 
newspaper-and-tape table legs hold strong with three 
textbooks on top. They pose for a picture, their creation 
a success. They smile knowing their structure has met the 
objectives: strength, stability, symmetry, sturdiness. It’s a 
list of qualities these students will undoubtedly possess, 
thanks to the Portland Junior Scientists program.

Appeared in the December 2012 Issue of the Jesuit Crusader.

Getting Closer to Ms. Kloser
By JAck BeLL ‘14

The drama program is revered as one of the best in 
the state. Its top-of-the-line shows draw thousands of 
spectators every year. However, none of this would be 
possible without the work of Ms. Elaine Kloser, co-leader of 
the drama department. 

Ms. Kloser’s drama career began in high school after 
acting in shows such as “To Kill a Mockingbird,” “You’re 
a Good Man Charlie Brown,” and “Flowers for Algernon.” 
Her interest was first sparked by the sense of community 
and teamwork surrounding the drama program, as well as 
her love for the art form of live theater. 

“I love how it combines music, acting, dance and 
visual arts. It’s the combination of all the art forms coming 
together with imagination and being able to express 
yourself differently,” said Ms. Kloser. 

She started at Jesuit High School as a part-time teacher 
courtesy of Mr. Jeff Hall, the other head of the drama 
department. Mr. Hall began teaching at Jesuit when a 
previous drama teacher was taking a sabbatical. When that 
teacher decided to retire, Mr. Hall was offered the full-time 
job. Due to prior commitments, he did not have the time to 
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ms. kloser demonstrates her enthusiastic personality while interacting with 
her freshmen drama class. photo by Joel schierman ‘13.



Fall Sports Review
By coyLe dummigAn ‘15

Men’s Cross Country

Following a fourth place finish in the 2011 state meet, 
the men’s cross country team had hopes of improving in 
the 2012 season. Quick work was made when the team, 
led by seniors Brian McDavvit, Alex Joseph and Hunter 
McGuirk, won the Metro title. Following Metro, Jesuit 
gained confidence heading into the state meet. The team 
was predicted to lose by 40 points to Central Catholic, but 
came out with a vengeance. Although they did not win 
state, they cut the predicted deficit in half. After a second 
place finish in the state meet, Jesuit sent three runners to 
compete in Border Clash on Nov. 18.

Women’s Cross Country
For 11 years, the women’s cross country team has 

reigned as district champs. This season was no exception 
when the team easily won district for the 12th year in a row. 
The experience and maturity of the women’s cross country 
team benefited them when preparing for the state meet. 
The standout performance of team leader Ellie Kauldren 
‘15, helped the team place 3rd in state.

Volleyball
The volleyball season started off rough with two losses 

in the preseason to Clackamas and Lake Oswego. Although 
the losses stung, they gave the team motivation moving 
forward. Jesuit went on to win the Metro League, but their 
big win came against rival Central Catholic in the Bend 
Clearwater Tournament. Because Jesuit had lost to Central 
in the state finals three consecutive years, it gave them 
confidence that a state title was within reach. In the state 
tournament, Jesuit beat Century and Clackamas, and the 

Campus Corner
take on the responsibility alone, so he turned to Ms. Kloser. 

“I knew that Elaine would be around and we worked 
really well together, so we decided that we would split the 
job and each of us would work part time. Since then it’s just 
grown.” 

Within three months of being at Jesuit, Ms. Kloser fell 
in love with the school. 

Since then, she has put her heart and soul into making 
the drama program what it is today. Her influence on the 
program is something that cannot be understated, and is 
felt by all who experience it. 

Ryan Rothstein ‘13 has been acting at Jesuit since 
freshman year and has experience of this influence 
firsthand.

“She’s just a really great director. She brings so much 
positivity and energy into whatever she does and you can’t 
help but be infected by that. She’s always been someone for 
me to look to,” said Rothstein.  

Ms. Kloser’s energy and enthusiasm are contagious. Her 
upbeat attitude and flamboyant personality is something 
unmatched by anyone on the Jesuit campus, and it has 
made her one of the most beloved faculty members. 
However, this loving personality is not only provoked by 
plays, it is a full-time thing, and those fortunate enough to 
have her as a teacher understand this. 

From the spectacular productions put on in the Moyer 
Theater, to the freshman drama class she teaches, Ms. 
Kloser has affected countless students during her time here, 
and it’s safe to say that Jesuit High School would not be the 
same without her. 

Appeared in the December 2012 Issue of the Jesuit Crusader.
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Elaine Kloser was named the January 2013 Educator of 
the Month for her exemplary commitment to the ideals of 
Ignatian and Jesuit Education and to the students of Jesuit 
High School. For the past 21 years, Elaine has helped make 
JHS “Home” for countless students, alumni, faculty, and staff. 
As one colleague noted, “Elaine knows every student she has 
taught and many she has not. She makes personal connections 
with every student.”

Elaine is an active member of the liturgy band and the 
Campus Ministry team. She works with the Social Committee to 
organize Christmas gift baskets and retirement parties. Elaine 
helps design the Catholic School visit presentation and engages 
parents and their children at Orientation and Freshman Parent 
Evening. She also helps organize and promote the Children’s 
Cancer Association’s yearly walk.

Not to be overlooked is Elaine’s continued enthusiastic 
commitment to teaching freshman as well as her willingness to 
take on the arduous task at the beginning of each year, through 
the beautiful art of calligraphy, of explaining to students and 
staff the ever-changing lunch schedule!

Elaine Kloser: Educator of the Month!

The men’s cross country team won the metro League title in fall 2012. 
photo by Fitsum dejene ‘13.



Crusader girls finished the season by beating Roseburg in 
the state championship.

Women’s Soccer
Banged up and bruised, the women’s soccer team 

managed a very impressive season. An early pre-season 
loss to Tualatin was a rough start for the Crusaders, but 
the team was determined not to give up. Maddy Gram ‘13 
was sidelined for half the season with an ACL tear, Aliyah 
Chance ‘15 had a stress fracture in her foot, Jessica Bramlett 
‘14 and Danni Brown ‘14 both suffered concussions, goalie 
Lindsey LaMont ‘15 underwent shoulder surgery and was 
out for the entire season, and Ilyssa Holt ‘14 was sidelined 
with a bone bruise for two weeks. Despite all the injuries, 
the team captured the Metro title, but lost in penalty kicks 
during the quarterfinals of playoffs.

Men’s Soccer

The loss of five starters to the Timbers Academy was a 
blow to the men’s soccer program at the beginning of the 
season. The team suffered a loss early into the season against 

their cross-river rival Grant, but continued the season with 
determination. Success continued into the playoffs where 
they tore through their opponents and earned a spot in the 
6A state championship game against Lincoln High school. 
The team ended their prosperous season by beating Lincoln 
3-0 in the 6A State Championship game.

Football
An excited top-seeded football team took to the field 

ready to hold their own as the first-ranked team in state. 
Rising stars and a determined senior class helped the Jesuit 
football team through a very successful regular season. 
Although a tragic loss to rival Central Catholic in pre-
season play dropped them in the polls, it helped motivate 
the team who went on to lose only once more in league 
play. As playoffs began, Jesuit performed like a well-oiled 
machine and convincingly played their way into the 6A 
semifinals against Sheldon. They wound up placing third 
in state.

Appeared in the December 2012 Issue of the Jesuit Crusader.

Student Raises Medical Research 
Standards
By mAdison ricH ‘13, ediTed By pAuL HogAn, JHs principAL

On October 9-10, 2012, Jesuit sophomore Divya 
Sridharan was invited by the Oregon Bioscience Association 
Conference at Marylhurst University to present her research: 
“Effect of Maternal Pre-Pregnancy Body Mass Index on 
Carboxylesterase Activity in the Placenta.”

Divya’s project investigates how various pharmaceutical 
drugs affect the placenta. Physicians designate drugs as 
either “active” or “inactive.” A drug that passes through 
the body in inactive form does not have an effect on the 
placenta, but an active drug could conceivably cause birth 
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divya sridharan ‘15 presented her medical research at the oregon 
Bioscience Association conference last fall. photo by Laura Forman ‘14.

The volleyball team finished their season strong with a state championship 
win. photo by claude pelletier.

The men’s soccer team defeated Lincoln High school 3-0 to win the 6A 
osAA state championship in fall 2012. photo by Lynn michaelson.



defects. The enzyme responsible for transforming a drug 
from active to inactive is called CES. Divya analyzed how 
obesity affects the amount of CES in the body and the 
potential impact on an unborn child. 

The Oregon Translational Research and Development 
Institute invited 11 Portland-area students to present 
their scientific research to industry specialists. Student 
presentations were judged by a panel of three judges, 
including OTRADI director Jennifer Fox, Rich Wykoff, 
Intel’s former general manager, and Bill Dieter, founder of 
Terrazign, Inc.

In today’s tough economy, opportunities such as 
this conference offer students invaluable exposure to 
professionals in the science and health fields.  Says Fox: 
“We want to encourage Oregon’s youth to explore career 
opportunities in an industry that fuels innovation and 
creates sustainable, high-wage jobs.” 

Sridharan developed an interest in her topic as an intern 
at OHSU in pharmacokinetics, the study of how drugs are 
absorbed and distributed in the body.  After her impressive 
performance at the conference, Sridharan plans to keep 
on researching: “I will be working in the same department 
at OHSU this year. I hope that my research helps doctors 
prescribe medications to pregnant women to keep them 
and their babies safe,” explains Sridharan. 

Clearly, Divya Sridharan is not only using her intellect 
to “raise standards,” but also helping moms and dads to 
raise healthy babies. 

Appeared in the December 2012 Issue of the Jesuit Crusader.

JHS Places Third in BPA Regional 
Science Bowl!

Jesuit High School fielded two teams at the BPA 
Regional Science Bowl hosted by the University of Portland 
on Saturday, February 2, 2013. Both teams had practiced 
diligently since mid-September. Their hard work and 
dedication paid off as Team 1 (consisting of junior Varun 
Sah, sophomores Drew Cannon and Uma Doshi, and 
freshman Andrew Bai) took third place overall in a field of 
65 teams from Oregon and Washington. Team 2 (seniors 
Taylor Sutton and Jeffrey Zhang, and sophomores Joseph 
Chen and Jonathan Ho) finished with a 2 and 4 record. 
“Congratulations to all the participants,” said JHS Science 
Teacher and Mentor Brad Schaal, “With this much talent 
we should be competitive well into the future.”

Vancouver’s Mountain View High School team for the 
second year took first place in the BPA Regional Science 
Bowl and Catlin Gabel High School took second place. 
The competition, started in 1992 by Bonneville Power 
Administration, is the largest regional science bowl in the 
nation, according to organizers. 

Campus Corner
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students varun sah ‘14, Andrew Bai ‘16, drew cannon ‘15, and uma 
doshi ‘15 and science Teacher Brad schaal, and BpA Administrator Bill 
drummond display the team’s third place trophy in the BpA regional 
science Bowl in February 2013.

Thirty-eight alumni and friends of the JHs community presented to the 
junior class during career day 2013. 

Career Day 2013
February 12, 2013 was a wonderful day to connect 38 

alums and friends of our community with our junior class.  
There were 19 categories of industry and students were able 
to attend four of their choice. The juniors were able to hear 
about the journeys of our presenters to get to where they 
are today. It was a glimpse at life in the career world and 
hopefully helped students to start thinking about what 
their interests are. For our presenters, it was a wonderful 
way to bring people back to campus, to have some exposure 
to our students, and to network and connect with each 
other. Thank you so much to our presenters!  
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Megan Mathes: 
December Educator 
of the Month

In her three years of service to 
Jesuit High School, Megan has made 
a significant and profound impact 
on our school community. She 

teaches multiple sections of English II (H) and English IV AP 
Literature and exudes a quiet and confident intellect that is 
infectious and which inspires her students to fully engage in 
their studies. She is available to her students every day after 
school, and she interacts with those students with the same 
degree of passion and engagement as she would if she were 
meeting with an entire class. As a colleague noted, “Megan 
is keenly aware of her students’ needs, whether they vocalize 
them or not. Her sensitive nature allows students to feel 

welcome and comfortable in her classes.” Megan’s recent 
presentation to the faculty and staff, regarding the role of 
the “Quiet Student” in our classrooms, is a keen example of 
that sensitivity as well as a guide for our growing awareness 
of the changing nature of how students learn and process 
information in the 21st century.

Megan is currently working with PNAIS on the topic of 
“Building Resilient Learners in the 21st Century,” and with 
Gregory Lum has written a grant proposal that addresses 
school library design and layout that is of benefit to both 
extroverted and quiet learners. Megan also moderates 
Coffee House and is involved with the Freshman Day 
Retreat and AWE.      

For her exemplary commitment to the ideals of 
Ignatian and Jesuit Education and to the students of Jesuit 
High School, we are pleased to honor Megan Mathes as the 
December Educator of the Month!  

Educator Spotlight

At the Freshman overnight 
retreats this past January, the Gospel 
read at Mass was about Simon of 
Cyrene, the one who helps Jesus 
carry His cross. The speakers for the 
mass were to share a cross-a burden-
that they had to bear in their lives, 
and who were the Simons who 
made their loads bearable. One of 

the talks on Friday night was about 
Mr. Rallanka; the second night one of the talks was about 
Mr. Couture. These talks spoke to how the genuine love and 
true care that these two Jesuits generously and sincerely 
extended to them made them Simons.

Ryan and Pat are excellent 
teachers. They have both worked 
diligently to create and implement 
new curriculum for the Freshmen 
Faith Formation classes. Their 
participation in Liturgy Band and 
retreats has been an excellent witness 
to what it means to be a person for 
others. Their students know them as 
confidants, affirmers, inspirers, and 
role models. The students know that they are loved and 
cared for by these young Jesuits. 

Their peers note the following: “Ryan shows a real 
personal care and concern for his students, working 
extra to offer opportunities for growth. He has a calming 
demeanor in the classroom that breeds trust and creates an 
atmosphere of honest discussion on faith. Pat has been a 
staple on retreats, on the soccer field and in the lives of his 
students. On the Encounter, members of his small group 
comment on how real and caring he is. The fire for his faith 
that he has in his heart is obvious in every interaction you 
have with him.”

For their exemplary commitment to the ideals of 
Ignatian and Jesuit Education and to the students of Jesuit 
High School in Portland, Oregon, we are pleased to honor 
Patrick Couture, n.S.J. and Ryan Rallanka, n.S.J. as the 
February Educators of the Month!

We Celebrate Patrick Couture, S.J. and Ryan Rallanka, S.J. as the February 
Educators of the Month!

Correction to President’s Report 
for 2011-12 (published fall 2012)

mr. and mrs. william carter ‘69 were mistakenly 
omitted from the Fr. Schultheis Giving Circle (gifts of 
$1,000 - $2,499) beginning on page 20. We regret the 
omission.

patrick couture, n.s.J.

ryan rallanka, n.s.J.



Fifty years ago, in the fall of 1963, Fr. Ed McTighe, S.J. 
began his residence and ministry at Jesuit High School. At 
the beginning of April, Fr. McTighe will depart Jesuit High 
and continue his Jesuit life in retirement at the Sacred Heart 
Jesuit Center in Los Gatos, California.  

Fr. McTighe arrived at Jesuit High School during the 
school’s infancy and was instrumental in the school’s 
maturation. During his 20 years teaching Religion and 
English in Jesuit’s classrooms, he was also in charge of the 
grounds and planted all of the trees along Mary’s Way and 
the South Wing, which are his pride and joy. In addition, 
Fr. was director of Jesuit’s Boy’s Glee Club from 1963 until 
1975.

Fr. Ed McTighe, S.J. to Depart JHS

Fr. ed mcTighe, s.J. will depart Jesuit High 
school in April and head to sacred Heart 
Jesuit center in california. in addition to his 
numerous contributions to JHs, Fr. mcTighe 
planted all the trees along mary’s way. 

Since his retirement from 18 years at Providence St. 
Vincent’s Hospital in 2003, Fr. McTighe has continued his 
residence at Jesuit, where he has been a substitute teacher, 
has sung with the student liturgy band, and has played the 
electric piano at the weekly school liturgies. “What a delight 
to keep young around our young people,” says Fr. McTighe. 
“They’re very special!” Fr. McTighe also celebrates weekday 
Masses in the Canisius Chapel at 7:15 a.m., often playing 
the organ, and helps out at various parishes in California 
and Oregon.

“One of the most impressive things about Fr. Ed 
McTighe is his effort to do priestly work at both St. Pius and 
Arch Cape and other churches when he is asked to fill in,” 
says Fr. Bill Hayes, S.J. “He does this despite his physical 
limitations. Ed always has a smile for everyone. He loves to 
sing and does so with the Friday Liturgy group.”

These have been years of great generosity from Father 
McTighe, and years of true grace from God.  His joyful and 
prayerful presence on our campus and in our community 
is going to be deeply missed. Fr. McTighe will celebrate his 
final Mass at Jesuit on Friday, March 22. The Mass will be 
held in the Smith Gym beginning at 8:35 am followed by a 
short ceremony and reception. 

Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam!

Father JK Adams, S.J.
Superior, Canisius Jesuit Community
Jesuit High School – Portland, OR

Jesuit High School and the Canisius 
Jesuit Community are blessed this 
spring with the presence of second-year 
novice, Mr. San Mai, n.S.J. As part of a 
man’s discernment whether to make 
perpetual vows of poverty, chastity and 
obedience in the Society of Jesus, they 
do a series of “experiments.” In these, 

they are given the chance to work and live as a Jesuit in 
what we call an “apostolic community.” He puts on the 
shoes of a Jesuit and sees how it fits. We are honored that 
the province formation program has seen JHS as a good 

place for a novice to experience a Jesuit work. San is one 
of many novices in years past that have been sent here for 
that purpose.

San is a wonderful, energetic and inspiring man. He 
brings a great deal of technical and professional experience 
that will be very helpful to the school in these months. But 
more importantly he brings a prayerful, loving and reverent 
spirit to all he does.

San will be working in the new “One-on-One” program 
that is being rolled out this semester, in Christian Service, 
the Theology Department and various retreat programs 
offered this spring. He will be with us until the end of May.

San Mai, n.S.J. Joins JHS Community
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Q&A with the Baker Family About Their Legacy Gift 
and Jesuit Experience

Please describe your experience 
at Jesuit High School as parents and 
as a family.

Jesuit High School has been a 
wonderful experience for our entire 
family. We love that our children are 
receiving a well-rounded education 
that holistically develops the whole 
person. We feel Jesuit is in partnership 
with us and provides Alex and Olivia 
with opportunities that are unique 
to them and their experience. We 
love how the school approaches 
each student’s individual education 
in a comprehensive way. We feel 
this teaches them how to live with 
consistency and intention, and 
emphasizes that they are a critical part 
of their community and the people 
around them.

When we asked our children 
what they appreciate the most about 
Jesuit, they both agreed that for 
the first time they felt that teachers 
were not educating them simply 
to move them through the system, 
but are genuinely interested in their 
individual progress. They also feel 
they are part of a community and 
mentioned how great it is that the 
upperclassmen are mentors and don’t 

pick on underclassmen, but help them 
instead.  

 
Why did you become members 

of Jesuit’s Legacy Club?
Including Jesuit in our estate was 

an easy decision. When we think 
about what we are passing on in the 
sense of our own legacy, we want to 
know we are helping make the world 
a better place. Jesuit is educating 
young people to go out into the 
world and make a difference. We 
support this for our own lifetime, but 
we also want Jesuit to be financially 
able to continue to do this for future 
generations. It was after seeing the 
positive impact the school had on our 
children that we made the decision to 
become members of the Legacy Club.

Why do you think this type of 
giving is important?

For us to support Jesuit while our 
own kids are there is obvious. But we 
also fully support and believe in the 
educational principles of educating 
“men and women for others.” Why 
would we not want it for others? We 
are all a part of a community or many 
communities. Excellence is symbiotic 

in nature, and we want the world that 
our children live in after we are gone 
to be as good or better than the one 
we live in now.  

As a current Jesuit family, please 
describe why the school endowment 
is important to you or to Jesuit 
today and in the future.

Our gift is an investment in 
tomorrow’s young people. Through 
our partnership with Jesuit, we feel 
confident that our investment will 
grow exponentially.   

Jesuit has been and continues to 
be a blessing to our family. We love 
being a part of something so amazing.  
It has been a pleasure to volunteer and 
meet the people our children interact 
with on a daily basis. The staff and 
teachers have been wonderful and 
welcoming to our family.
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The Legacy club is a group of individuals who have included Jesuit in 
their estate plans. Their gifts will live in perpetuity in the JHs endowment 
which continually benefits Jesuit students and Jesuit High school.

Alex ‘15, Tiffany, olivia ‘16 and matt Baker enjoy a hike in central oregon.

The Legacy Club

To learn more about your planned giving 
options, please contact diane salzman: 

503-291-5497, e-mail 
dsalzman@jesuitportland.org or visit 

www.jesuitportland.org/plannedgiving.

“Including Jesuit in our 
estate was an easy decision. 
When we think about what 
we are passing on in the 
sense of our own legacy, we 
want to know we are helping 
make the world a better 
place...Jesuit’s endowment 
will help ensure this great 
tradition continues on.”
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Returning to JHS
When offered the chance to return to Jesuit High 

School in the role of Diversity Director, I was grateful. It 
was an opportunity to use my knowledge and experience 
to help students realize their potential.  As a graduate of 
the class of ‘93 I knew what opportunities were available to 
students, but I also knew of the many challenges students 
face adjusting to the various ethnic, cultural, academic, 
and socio-economic differences. As a student each day 
I would bus almost two hours to and from school; when 
combined with extra-curricular activities and academics 
it made for many long days. There were also struggles 
during school. While teachers and students were accepting, 
it was often difficult to get over the cultural and socio-
economic differences, along with a more rigorous academic 
standard. Students often focus on the challenges and fail 
to appreciate their experience at Jesuit until years later. As 
Diversity Director, I look forward to working with students 
to alleviate many of those obstacles and allowing them the 
opportunity to focus on their journey. 

African-American Summit
This fall, Jesuit High School hosted the Oregon Province 

of Jesuit Schools annual African-American Summit. This 
year’s theme, “Are you walking with me?” was inspired 
by Sister Thea Bowman. The conference proved to be an 
inspiring and educational opportunity for more than 
180 students from Oregon, Washington, and California 
Catholic high schools. 

Mr. Howard White, Vice President of Jordan Brand for 
NIKE, Inc., and founder of “Believe to Achieve” national 
NIKE youth movement, opened the summit as he spoke 
directly to the students about challenges he faced as a 
minority growing up in Virginia and encouraged them to 
believe in themselves and to think outside the box. 

Melissa Lowery followed with a powerful presentation on 
her documentary, “Black Girl In Suburbia,” which portrays 
shared experiences between African-American women and 
girls raised in predominately white communities, which 
sparked an interactive discussion. 

Nationally known speaker Keith Hawkins then 
proceeded to captivate the audience through humor, 

Are You Walking (or Dancing!) With Me? 
By dAvid BLue ‘93, diversiTy direcTor

Diversity Update

sydney monfries ‘15 and illysa Holt ‘14 show off their moves during the cha cha slide at the African-American summit held at Jesuit High school last fall.
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small group discussions, and activities as he inspired 
students to be leaders and to always “STAY READY” for 
life’s opportunities. The summit concluded with a message 
from Magesdiq (Antoine Stoudamire ‘89) and The Freedom 
Train. He spoke to students through music inspiring them 
to use their talents, gifts, and opportunities for the benefit 
of themselves and others. Students left feeling empowered, 
motivated and supported in their pursuit of a Jesuit 
education. 

“The 2012 African-American Summit at Jesuit High 
School Portland was probably one of the best summits 
that I have been to,” said a junior at Bellarmine Prep. 
“The speakers were phenomenal and being able to join 
as a community to discuss struggles that we go through 
attending a Jesuit Catholic school.”

The summit is held yearly at a different Jesuit High 
School and provides opportunities for students to learn and 
share issues they face attending Catholic high schools.

“The African-American 
Summit was a great way to 
commune among people I don’t 
often have the opportunity 
to congregate with. It was a 
breath of fresh air to surround 
myself with peers of similar 
backgrounds and perspectives 
on life. The speakers and 
activities were nothing short of 
phenomenal. I gained valuable 
lessons on life as an African-
American.”

~ Fitsum Dejene ‘13

“Attending the African-
American Summits is important 
to me because it provides me 
with a support system that I 
don’t get to experience every 
day. Although Jesuit has an 
amazing community which 
I am blessed to be a part of, 
sometimes I can’t help but feel 
a little estranged; attending 
the Summit shows me that I 
am not alone. Knowing that I 
have a community within the 
greater Jesuit community is 
very comforting.”

~ Amara Andre ‘13

diversity director david Blue ‘93 (far left) and new dean of students and 
security, khalid maxie (far right), with featured speakers melissa Lowery 
and keith Hawkins.

nearly 180 students gathered for this year’s African-American summit hosted by Jesuit High school.



• 16 •

Athletics

A few years ago at a state playoff 
game, I noticed that one of our 
Jesuit teams had the letters “LKA” 
embroidered on the sleeves of their 
warm-up shirts. I called the assistant 
coach over and asked him what the 
letters represented. He replied that 
it was the team slogan for the year. 
Realizing I didn’t get a complete 
answer, I asked again, “What does 
the acronym mean?” Sheepishly, 
the coach replied, “Let’s Kick Buns” 
(politely, he had changed the wording 
of the last letter). I thanked him for 
his reply, but he knew by my response 
that I was not impressed. 

Later my head coach was asked 
the following questions, “Is that the 
best you can do?” “Are you proud that 
the source and summit of your team’s 
goals are represented in that phrase 
LKA?” “With all the possible values 
and character goals that we could be 
teaching, is that phrase the highest 
vision to which we can aspire?”

To be fair, I think I know what 

the athletes meant when they chose 
that phrase. They wanted to work 
hard in practice to be able to win 
most of their games. They wanted to 
have the courage in games to compete 
well. They wanted to work as a team 
and sacrifice for the common good 
in order to achieve a higher goal. But 
if so, why not name it as such? Why 
not call it: “determination, fortitude, 
effort, poise, sacrifice, teamwork, 
community, mental toughness, 
class, honor, collaboration, focus or 
initiative?”

Many of our teams at Jesuit now 
do a “Core Covenants” goal setting 
process with their captains and/or 
team at the beginning of the season. 
Some teams accomplish this during 
a pre-season beach trip, or at team 
meetings in the off season. Other 
teams have the captains set the goals. 

There is usually a four-step 
process to establishing team goals:

1) Brainstorming: The first step 
is evaluating the previous season and 

bringing ownership to the eventual 
goals by giving the team a chance to 
share possible options. Some coaches 
ask their athletes to bring in their 
favorite athletic quotes and they share 
them. Some teams simple ask their 
athletes to name values they should 
embody this season. Some coaches ask 
their leaders to name their goals for 
the season (e.g., win league, etc.), but 
then look deeper into what attributes 
are needed to reach those goals. 

2) Refining and Naming: 
When working with teenagers, this 
next step is often the most important. 
Our experience is that adolescents 
are good at setting high goals, such 
as “winning state,” but often lack 
the clarity to name the day-to-day 
objectives and actions that are needed 
to achieve those lofty goals (e.g., 
lift weights four times a week, give 
100% in practice EACH day, accept 
whatever playing position the head 
coach assigns you, etc.). In addition, 
sometimes the words or phrases 

Core Covenants 
By mike HugHes ‘79, ATHLeTic direcTor

The JHs women’s swim team won their fifth 
consecutive osAA 6A state title on Feburary 16, 
2013. photo by miles vance/Beaverton valley Times.
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chosen are not the most edifying. 
“Swagger,” “Domination” and 
“Kicking Buns” may be the starting 
point, but hopefully the coach can 
guide the athletes to look behind these 
terms and find the character traits and 
values that edify a program. Perhaps 
“confidence, discipline, solidarity, 
courage, perseverance, enthusiasm or 
dedication” are better values to name.  
Some teams summarize their team 
goals by using a quote, while others 
pick out three to four words that will 
be their core covenants.

3) Core Covenants: The next 
stage is examining what those values 
look like on a day-to-day basis. 
Some coaches ask their athletes to 
write a phrase describing what the 
core covenant looks like when lived 
out. Some coaches design a chart 
with three columns: 1) What this 
Covenant looks like IN PRACTICE; 2) 
What this Covenant looks like IN A 
GAME; 3) What this Covenant looks 
like AROUND SCHOOL.

Athletes are given a chance to 
reflect upon and define in a concrete 
way how they will live out those 
values on a daily basis.

4) Remind and Reinforce: The 
Ignatian Examen prayer reminds 
us that we need repetition and 
reminders. Season goals during the 
pre-season are wonderful, but unless 
they are reinforced, they often just 
gather dust.  Some coaches have a 
“player-of-the-week” who is chosen 
because they embody one of the core 
covenants. Some programs have the 
team slogan made into a banner that 
is hung in the locker room. Other 
Jesuit teams put the key words on the 
bulletin board or team shirts. Coaches 
can use the values in pre-game prayer 
services or speeches.

In the hallway just outside the 
athletic office is a series of eight posters 
which name many of the values and 
character traits that our 57 teams at 
Jesuit have chosen. Many programs 
use different terms to identify the 

same covenant.  One team may call 
it “sportsmanship” while another 
team calls it “class” or “fairness” or 
“honor.” As another example, when 
identifying the emotional maturity 
that all players most achieve, some 
teams call it “poise” while others name 
it as “self-control” or “leadership” or 
“composure.”  

These posters remind us that 
winning is not the ultimate goal at 
Jesuit, but developing lifelong values 
and character traits is the purpose 
of high school athletics.  Winning 
can be a measuring stick used along 
the way, but developing virtues and 
values must be the direction of our 
athletic journey. Wise coaches realize 
that these two goals are not mutually 
exclusive. Experience shows that the 
teams who reinforce core covenants 
like Humility, Accountability, Respect, 
Discipline, Perseverance and Effort, 
tend to win more games than they 
lose—whether they kick buns or not. 

Fourteen JHs students signed a national Letter of intent to play college athletics on wednesday, February 6, 2013. They were the largest group of JHs 

student-athletes to ever sign letters of intent. pictured (from left to right) are: cody street (gonzaga university, men’s soccer), Brian degrandmont (Linfield 

college, men’s soccer), shanna Lechelt (northern Arizona university, women’s soccer), Andrew kirkland (university of washington, Football), Lexie krueger 

(university of san Francisco, women’s soccer), Xavier coleman (portland state university, Football), madi mcnamara (university of washington, women’s 

soccer), doug Brenner (university of oregon, Football), megan mullaney (carroll college, cross country), ryan Brown (portland state university, Football), 

kat Ascher (Air Force Academy, women’s soccer), max rich (Harvard university, Football), AJ glass (princeton university, Football), dominic Baldocchi 

(southern oregon university, Football).

Largest group of JHs student-Athletes sign national Letters of intent
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Financial Aid Luncheon

aid has on the entire Jesuit High 
School Community. 

With the leadership of the 2012 
Financial Aid Luncheon Chairs, Julie 
Arndorfer and Leslie Ganz, and the 
Financial Aid Luncheon Board, we 
raised an outstanding $390,288 which 
will help provide tuition assistance 
to 334 students, 26% of our student 
body. 

We share our collective gratitude 
with our student, donor, alumni and 
family presenters who shared their 
personal stories with all of us. And 
to our contributors to financial aid, 
we are grateful for your investment 
in Jesuit education and greater 
affordability for all who seek it. 

As Amara Andre ’13 stated, when 
speaking of our generous donors in 
the Financial Aid Luncheon video, 
“That kind of person is the kind of 
person we need in this world.” We, 
here at Jesuit, couldn’t agree more. 
Thank you. Your gift is our future.

Jesuit High School’s Tenth 
Annual Financial Aid Luncheon 
raised more than $390,000 for 
tuition assistance.

On October 17, 2012, our record 
audience of 730 guests was treated to 
a riveting presentation by our keynote 
speaker, Alberto Salazar, world-
renowned long distance runner and 
to a passionate reflection about the 
importance of financial aid by our 
parent speaker, Christine Coleman. 
Emceed by KGW news anchor, Joe 
Donlon, the lunch program provided 
an opportunity for our guests to enjoy 
the Jesuit Chamber Choir and learn 
about the significant impact financial 

More Than $390,00 Raised for Financial Aid!
By diAne sALZmAn, deveLopmenT direcTor

Luncheon co-chairs Julie Arndorfer and Leslie 
ganz with Alberto salazar.

Tricia and pat Heffernan, past parents and 
longtime Financial Aid Luncheon supporters, 
and Alberto salazar.

Alberto salazar with some of the students 
featured in the video: ulyl Acevedo-chable ‘14, 
Livia godaert ‘13, and Xavier coleman ‘13.

The maybelle clark macdonald Fund

gold sponsors
Julie and Tom Arndorfer

Mary and Don Blair
Leslie and Mark Ganz

silver sponsors
Cambia Health Solutions
Tricia and Pat Heffernan

Water Metrics West
Krissy and Jeff Johnson
Janis and Bob Harrison

Nike, Inc.
RH Parker Foundation
Susan and Pat Terrell

Touchmark
 

Bronze sponsors
Erika and Bryan ‘95 Bayless

Nancy and Tom Brugato
Liz and John Coleman

NW Natural
Pacific Coast Fruit

Our Sponsors

co-chairs - Julie Arndorfer and 
Leslie ganz

Maddie Andrews ‘01
Bryan Bayless ‘95

Mary Blair
Nancy Bolton
John Coleman

Karl Glaser
Tricia Heffernan

Tracy Bagli Hooper
Laurie Kelley
Katie Maag

Rebecca Martin-Gerhards
Ron Maulsby
Kathi McCoy
Mary Monnat

Teresa Schneider

2012 Financial Aid 
Luncheon Board

This year’s Financial Aid Luncheon 
is Wed., October 16, 2013

Save the Date!
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rose kiLpATrick And gigi vAn rysseLBergHe, 2013 AucTion cHAirs
Live AucTion: sATurdAy, mAy 4, 2013, JesuiT HigH scHooL’s knigHT cenTer

Celebrate!
There is no better way to 

celebrate Jesuit than to support the 
45th annual Auction this year. This 
amazing evening of fun and festivities 
is much more than an evening out; it 
generates much-needed funding for 
our school. When you participate you 
are celebrating what Jesuit is, what 
Jesuit means, and what Jesuit does. 
Let’s all join together and celebrate 
by sharing our commitment, abilities 
and gifts.

We celebrate our commitment 
by coming to the event and enjoying 
the evening while supporting our 
school and its students and staff. It will 
be a festive event including a dazzling 
Silent Auction, a scrumptious dinner, 
entertainment by our students, and 
a lively Live Auction. Get your table 
together, make your reservations and 
get ready to reconnect with friends 
and celebrate Jesuit on May 4th!

We celebrate our abilities by 
sharing them with others through 
volunteering for the Auction. You 
can be a committee chair or on 
the clean-up crew (or both) or 
anything in between. There are many 
opportunities to get involved. 

Special thanks to our Auction 
Chairs this year: Rose Kilpatrick and 
Gigi Van Rysselberghe. Their hard 

work brought us a successful Auction 
last year and will assuredly do the 
same this year. Many thanks also to 
all the volunteers of auctions past. If 
you have helped before and want to 
do the same or want to try something 
new, get involved. If you have never 
been involved, this is the year to sign 
up for a committee or come to an 
Auction Board Meeting to see how 
you can join in (the meetings are the 
first Thursday of the month at noon). 
You will meet new people and have 
fun while contributing—what better 
way to celebrate Jesuit?

We celebrate our gifts by sharing 
them with others. You can contribute 
by becoming a sponsor, or by donating 
any cash amount or items for the 
Auction. Also, consider what you will 
purchase at the Auction. We have 
vacations, parties, dinners, furniture, 
event tickets, art, and even a puppy. 
Our lineup is strong this year so come 
ready to bid and celebrate! 

Highlights of the Evening
You will have a great time at this 

year’s Auction with friends and enjoy 
the Silent Auction, a delicious dinner 
and an amazing array of Live Auction 
items. But there will be other ways to 
celebrate also! How about trying your 

hand at a ring toss? Toss the ring on 
a bottle of wine and take that bottle 
home! At $25 a try, you are sure to 
come away a winner! Or jump into 
our photo booth and flash that smile! 
Enjoy hamming it up and laughing for 
the camera—then take your pictures 
with you for lasting memories!

Donate to the Silent Auction
We have an exciting Live 

Auction lineup this year including 
trips, dinners, vineyard packages, 
parties and more. We will gladly 
accept items we can showcase in 
our Silent Auction. We still need 
wine, restaurant certificates, cooking 
classes, electronics, autographed 
sports memorabilia, home and garden 
items, event tickets, theme baskets, 
tools, camping equipment, weekend 
getaways,  buy-in parties, and spa and 
fitness baskets. 

The Silent Auction is a fun and 
engaging part of the evening—let’s 
celebrate it by having a fabulous 
selection of items! Contact the 
Auction Office at 503-292-6969 or 
email auction@jesuitportland.org to 
donate.

We are looking forward to seeing 
everyone at this year’s Auction. It will 
be a CELEBRATION to remember!

Auction 2013
Please join us on Saturday, May 
4, 2013 for Jesuit’s 45th annual 
Auction as we CELEBRATE all the 
many reasons why we support 
Jesuit High School. For more 
information about the Auction, 
including sponsorship and 
advertising opportunities, visit 
www.jesuitportland.org/auction.
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Last summer, the Fennerty family was stunned to learn 
that someone was fraudulently using their son’s image in 
an attempt to solicit online donations. U.S. Army Sgt. Sean 
Fennerty, age 27, was killed with members of his platoon 
by a roadside bomb on January 20, 2007 in Iraq’s Al Anbar 
Province. Sean, a graduate from Jesuit High 
School in 1999, had chosen to enlist in the 
Army and serve his country after graduation 
from Oregon State University. “Think of all 
the things someone could scam, and this is 
pretty low,” stated Brian, Sean’s father, in an 
article posted last year by the Pensacola News 
Journal in Florida. 

The path to unveiling the hoax was an 
interesting one for the Fennertys. In May, 2011, 
a Craigslist ad was posted 3,000 miles from 
Sean’s hometown in Oregon. A purported alias 
named “Tiffany Fennery” in Pensacola, Florida, pleaded for 
prayers and donations for her twin brother, “Chris Fennery,” 
a soldier who was allegedly wounded in combat and 
undergoing medical treatment at a local veterans’ hospital. 
Using a military photo of Sean Fennerty, the perpetrator 

described her sibling as having lost his legs and left arm in 
the war and in need of financial help. 

This Internet posting prompted a local reporter from 
the Pensacola News Journal to try and find the hospitalized 
soldier. When he was unable to locate him, the reporter re-

posted the Craigslist photo online to see if 
anyone knew the whereabouts of this person. 
Within 48 hours, he was contacted by an army 
veteran who had served with Sean in Iraq and 
indeed knew the soldier in the photo. The 
veteran identified him as Sgt. Sean Patrick 
Fennerty from Portland, Oregon, who had 
been killed five years earlier while serving his 
country. After the Pensacola News Journal 
published an article about the scam and the 
Portland and national media became involved, 
the Craigslist ad was finally removed.

The Fennertys believe this hoax was posted on the 
opposite coast in the Florida community making it less 
likely their son would be recognized. Brian commented, “It 
is a Navy town where people would want to help military 
folks in the community.” The misspelling of the last name 

Hoax Fails to Tarnish Alum’s Legacy 
sgt. sean Fennerty’s image and name used in craiglist Hoax
By Andrew AsATo, JHs vice presidenT For AdvAncemenT, And THe FennerTy FAmiLy

At the sixth anniversary of sean’s death, his family and community of 
supporters continue to honor and remember him.
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was likely done because the “T” on Sean’s name tag was not 
visible on his uniform in the photograph (see photo within 
article on opposite page). 

The Fennertys hope this Internet hoax serves no other 
purpose than to remind the public to be weary of possible 
scams when they choose to honorably support soldiers 
and veterans, wherever they choose to donate. “We do not 
know if the perpetrators ever received any donations,” said 
Mo, Sean’s mother, concluding it was not worth their effort 
and resources to find the scammers. The Fennertys declined 
to press charges, instead choosing to maintain their focus 

on the sacrifice and legacy of their son. 
At the sixth anniversary of Sean’s death, his family and 

community of supporters continue to honor and remember 
him, reflecting on Sean’s formative years at Jesuit High 
School. “The Sgt. Sean Fennerty ‘99 Memorial Fund for 
Financial Aid that our family established at Jesuit in his 
memory is worth our time and money,” shared Mo.  The 
Fennertys are comforted in knowing this year that five 
Jesuit students received need-based financial aid, thanks to 
this growing fund created by their family in Sean’s honor.

 

As private high schools and universities continue to 
struggle with affordability for families, there is a growing 
need to control tuition hikes as well as provide support 
for financial aid. Jesuit High School has taken this to heart 
with its strategic plan. In response to 
this critical issue, Jesuit is attempting to 
keep tuition increases to no more than 
4% annually. This is no easy task as the 
school starts each year with a $3 million 
budget shortfall and carefully examines 
expenses. 

While we aim to sustain important 
annual giving from our generous 
community to help close part of this 
funding gap, the endowment is the real 
key to providing long-term affordability for Jesuit students 
and families. The $30 million fund continues to grow through 
the generosity of donors, many of whom have established 
named family funds. Each year, the endowment helps 

support many aspects of the school, including general 
operations, financial aid, co-curricular activities, faculty and 
staff development and building maintenance projects. 

“We are very grateful for the tremendous history of 
giving at Jesuit which has provided us 
with the school community we all enjoy 
today,” notes John Gladstone, President. 
“We have an obligation to look to the 
future well-being of this school and 
those who will come to our door seeking 
a Jesuit education.” 

The school endowment will continue 
to provide a bright future at Jesuit with 
your continued support.  If you would 
like more information on how to make 

a gift to the endowment or establish a named endowed 
fund, please contact Andrew Asato, VP for Advancement, 
at 503-291-5415. 

JHS Endowment Key to Affordability

conor ‘03, sean ‘99 (†), Brian, mo, kelly ‘98 and colleen ‘01 - council crest, december, 2005. photo courtesy of the Fennerty Family.



A new Holiday tradition was born when two dozen 
performing alumni gathered in the E.L. Wiegand Studio 
Theatre on December 27 for CELEBRATE ME HOME, an 
evening of seasonal entertainment ranging from music 
to comedy. The sold-out event featured performances by 
recent grads and seasoned professionals alike—all veterans 
of the JHS stage—and raised nearly $2000 for the Alumni 
Fund for Financial Aid.

Marianna Thielen ’00 anchored the evening with 
her husband Reece Marshburn, who provided musical 
accompaniment for most of the performances that followed. 
Together, Reece and Marianna are known throughout the 
Portland area as The Bylines. Their appearances at local 
venues continue to draw increasing crowds since the recent 
release of their first CD.

Performers ranged from the classes of 1997 to 2012 
and included current college students and Broadway 
professionals alike. Isaac Lamb ’97 even appeared with Amy 
Frankel (his now famously engaged fiancé) “via satellite” 
from New York, where they had appeared that day on The 
Today Show.

Highlights included an original Portland-themed 
take on a classic Christmas song, with Brittany Cope’s 
(‘03) rendition of “I’m Dreaming of a Wet Christmas,” a 

reunion of the 2011 JHS a cappella group Chordless, and a 
collection of improvised Holiday scenes featuring Jack Dod 
’09, Kristen Cope ’09, Kathryn Durkin ’03 and a live goat.

What started as an idea to host an “Alumni 
Coffee House” became an enthusiastic celebration and 
homecoming. Performing Alumni wishing to participate 
in next year’s event are encouraged to contact Jeff Hall at 
jhall@jesuitportland.org. 

Alumni Reunite 
Alumni Return for “Celebrate Me Home,” Raise Money for Financial Aid
By JeFF HALL, JHs Fine ArTs depArTmenT cHAir

Two dozen performing alumni gathered in the e.L. wiegand studio Theatre at JHs on december 27 for ceLeBrATe me Home, an evening of seasonal 
entertainment, and raised nearly $2,000 for financial aid. photo courtesy of Jeff Hall.

riley vogel ’11, Brett strader ’12, Andrew schmidt ’12, and michael Hall 
’11 reunite their voices as chordless during december’s ceLeBrATe me 
Home Alumni event. photo courtesy of Jeff Hall.
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December 20
Someone once asked me, “Why are there no RSVPs or 

more processes to the Alumni Food Drive?” This is where 
faith comes into play. There are going to be bumps along 
the way, but it always works out. It is in the mystery of 
these days that something special happens. For instance, 
the first day of packing brought surprises. Deliveries arrived 
early, leaving the breezeways lined with pallets because 
the Student Food Drive was already occupying the Student 
Center. In the midst of this, Oregon Food Bank showed up 
with a truckload of pallets, but no mechanism to unload. 

A little chaos always makes the days exciting. The fork 
lift was repaired and the boxes arrived. The work could 
begin. As pallets were unloaded and staged in the Student 
Center, assembly lines formed to bring the boxes in. Team 
CBRE and alums soon got boxes taped and staged on the 
floor for the first 700 boxes to be packed. 

Dave Kopra ‘73 and Ann Drorbaugh created a system of 
organization and efficiency all in the context of Christmas 
carols and great fun. The boxes soon began to fill up as the 
many volunteers, including our faithful boy scouts and girl 
scouts, took turns pushing carts up and down the aisles, 
placing each item in the box with precision, as others broke 
down cardboard and brought it to the dumpsters at the end 
of the hall. Three and a half hours later, the first 700 boxes 

were perfectly placed against the walls and the next 700 
boxes were laid out on the floor.

December 21
The second day of packing was smooth and uneventful. 

Our rotarians showed up as did our alumni and the boxes 
were packed beautifully. The box counts for each family 
were completed and they were labeled and matched to the 
route maps. Breakfast preparations were made as tables and 
chairs were set up and the kitchen filled with ingredients 
for cooking. The team could feel the excitement building, 
quietly and humbly, amongst themselves. Tomorrow would 
be a good day…

December 22
Driving to Jesuit in the early morning darkness, I 

was teary-eyed knowing what the next five hours would 
become. I felt grateful to be a part of a community that 
comes together to share in a meal and then deliver hope 
to our greater community. I felt love in knowing that the 
morning would allow people to come together to catch up, 
to spread Christmas hugs, and to spread the love that Jesuit 
brings. 

Upon arriving, our kitchen crew was already in action 

Every December, the Gedrose Student Center becomes a place to bring a meal to many in our community 
who need our help. It is more than just a space. It is a magnet to create community. Whether sharing meals, 
building boxes, or starting journeys to serve, it houses people to share in a common goal: love.

Alumni Food Drive
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By kATHy BAArTs, ALumni direcTor



preparing pancakes and sausages and brewing coffee. Our 
outside crew was getting everything staged for distribution—
food boxes on pallets moving from inside the Student 
Center to the outside turnaround. As the first guests arrived, 
the sky was getting its first light and we knew we were ready 
to go. Everything moved like clockwork: people received 

their routes, their boxes were loaded, and the perishables 
were packed into the boxes. 

There is always concern about enough people showing 
up to deliver. In Jesuit fashion, people just showed up. 
There were alums who have been volunteering for over 
25 years. On the other end of the spectrum, young alums 
were out in force, remembering vividly their involvement 
in the student food drive and marveling at the organization 
and precision of the alumni food drive. There was a 
moment, standing with Bobby Keerins, Brian Ferschweiler, 
Dave Kopra, and John Grout—the founding four for this 
incredible tradition—when we all agreed that these days are 
three of the most special days of the year. As early as the day 
started, all of the 1400 boxes were distributed and picked 
up by 10:30 am. 

It is amazing how everything just works out…maybe 
because it is about serving others. Maybe it is the miracle of 
Christmas and the joy that the season brings. Maybe faith. 
Whatever it is, it is about something much bigger than 
any one person. It is about the basic principles of loving 
each other and taking care of our brothers and sisters, in 
whatever way we can.

Mike Maher ’80 is one of 
the many generous contributors 
to the Alumni Food Drive. He 
resides in Seattle but wanted 
to help with the efforts in 
Portland. He graciously donated 
21,000 boxes of product from 
his company, Conifer-Inc. The 
boxes of Pancake and Waffle 
Mix, Bread Mixes and Scones 
were placed in the food boxes as 
well as housed in the St. Vincent 
DePaul Warehouse to stock their 
respective food pantries. It is 

because of Mike and other food donations that we can feed 
many people in need and assist local organizations in their 
effort of supporting the greater community. 

What has been your journey since you 
graduated from JHS in 1980?

My journey since Jesuit led me to the University of 
Oregon and then to Seattle in 1986. I met my wife, Barb,  in 
Seattle, and eventually got married at St. Joseph’s Church, 
We now have two great daughters, Kate (16) and Anne (14). 
I began my career with Conifer in high school working 
summers through college. I continue to work with Conifer 
as the GM and became the VP in 1992. In 1999 I became 
President/COO and in 2006 I became President/CEO and 
joined the Board. 

What do you like about your job and 
what are your challenges?

My work has many intriguing aspects. In the field of 
consumer package goods and food service, you have a 
special opportunity to be creative. Over the years I have 
loved the challenge of presenting products and discussing 
with vendor partners how to bring those to market. Having 
the opportunity to spend 35 years growing the same 
business has been especially satisfying, but I have also 
enjoyed seeing my employees reach their goals.

Challenges are and always will be present. I think it 
is important how we address problems and react. In 2008 
with the economy changing high-end specialty food 
products were not a value proposition to the consumer. We 
had additional challenges that we faced around commodity 
pricing. We met this problem by creating a new line of 
products that focused around slow cooker meal solutions 
that provided value and great taste. 

Tell us about St. Martin de Porres.
My route to working with St. Martin’s has many touch 

points. As a young boy, my parents would bring us to the 
Blanchet House to deliver holiday presents of food to the 
homeless. At Jesuit the food drive was part of our experience. 
After college and in my 20s I was interested in exploring 
missionary work. My wife recommended I take steps here 
in my own community and that need was everywhere. I 
began with St. Joseph Housing Group at my own parish. 
We raised money and purchased two transitional houses 
for homeless families. My experience there made me keenly 

Q&A with Mike Maher ‘80
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Alumni and family members put the finishing touches on food boxes 
before loading the boxes into waiting cars for delivery.



     on January 1, 2013, both the senate and the House 
passed the American Taxpayer relief Act. The legislation 
contains a few provisions that affect charitable giving and 
may provide incentive for making a charitable gift to Jesuit 
High school. 
     •  The IRA Charitable Rollover was extended through 
2013. Donors who are age 70 ½ or older can give up to 
$100,000 directly to Jesuit from their IRA account without 
having to claim the amount transferred as income on their tax 
return. 
     •  The Act created a new highest income tax bracket of 
39.6% for single taxpayers with income of $400,000 or 
more and married (filing jointly) taxpayers with income of 
$450,000 or more. Taxpayers in this new higher tax bracket 
may have additional incentive for looking for tax relief in the 
form of charitable deduction gifts to the Jesuit. 
     •  The capital gains rate for taxpayers in the highest 
tax bracket was raised from 15% to 20%. Making a gift 
of appreciated property to a qualified charity allows the 
taxpayer to avoid capital gains liability on the sale of the 
property. In addition, the donor will receive an income 
tax deduction for the full fair market value of the property, 
regardless of the donor’s tax basis in the property. 
     Example: A donor has appreciated stock worth $100,000 

with a tax basis of $20,000. If they sold the stock they would 
have to recognize $80,000 in capital gains and could have 
tax liability of up to $16,000. If instead they make a gift of 
that stock to Jesuit, they would not have to recognize any 
gain and would receive a charitable income tax deduction 
of $100,000, which could produce tax savings as high 
as $39,600*. This allows them to make a generous gift to 
support the school while potentially substantially reducing 
their tax liability for the year. *The itemized deduction limitations could 

affect this figure.

     •  Taxpayers who are looking to reduce their potential 
capital gains liability but would prefer to receive income 
from their appreciated property could look at funding a 
charitable remainder trust or charitable gift annuity with their 
appreciated property instead of making an outright gift. Both 
of these gifts allow the donor to receive an income stream 
back from the gift, while still not having to pay the capital 
gains tax in the year of the transfer or sale. 
     •  The unified federal estate and gift tax exemption 
amount has been set at $5 million, indexed for inflation. The 
2013 exemption amount is $5.25 million. The highest estate 
and gift tax rate is set at 40%.  
By Rebecca Bibleheimer, Senior Trust Officer, U.S. Bank Charitable Services Group

aware that the needs of the homeless in Seattle were not 
being met. I was asked by a colleague to join the board 
of St. Martin de Porres. St. Martin’s operates a shelter in 
downtown Seattle to serve elderly, homeless men in Seattle, 
the Lazarus Day Center (serving 400 lunches/day) and a 
transitional apartment with 26 residences. I became the 
chairman in 2010. I have really been moved by my time at 
the shelter. It has a small chapel at the center with crosses 
dedicated to every man who has passed away while at the 
shelter. One of the crosses is dedicated to a former Jesuit 
High School student whom I knew very well in high school 
and college. That cross in particular reminds me of the 
frailty and vulnerability of all of us – anyone can become 
homeless. 

Why do you give to JHS and other 
organizations?

I think that giving back to institutions and organizations 
is the most important thing that you can do day-to-day. 
Whether it is the gift of being present, time, energy, goods, 
or financial support, they are all needed. I really like to 
mix up that formula, try to get involved with my time and 
energy first, and then decide if I can lend financial support. 
In addition to JHS and St. Martin’s I have tried to give to 
my other great passion of sports programs with youth. 
My favorite is the Rotary Boys and Girls Club in Seattle. I 

have also supported causes that support education. I spend 
several years on a foundation board that built a traveling 
farm that educates kids from Chehalis to Bellingham about 
where our food is grown and produced. I have also spent 
over 15 years coaching basketball, soccer and cross-country 
for CYO. 

Looking ahead, I am intrigued by the idea of the Nativity 
School in Seattle. It has a great mission and I would love 
to see underprivileged kids form a path from childhood to 
their big, huge, seemingly impossible dream!

What is your favorite JHS memory?
That is a tough question. I have so many great memories. 

I felt very lucky to be able to attend Jesuit. I was one of 
seven children and my parents had to sacrifice a lot to 
send me there. I met the greatest people in my life. I loved 
the early morning runs with the guys on the track team, 
early morning basketball practices, proms and dances, late 
nights at the arboretum, football games, memorizing the 
Raven with Fr. McTighe, and our senior service project. 
My favorite of all favorites was my first Retreat. We joined 
students from Marist High School in Eugene and journeyed 
out to the McKenzie River Lodge. That weekend was really 
the first time when I recognized the gifts that I had to share 
with others.

New Tax Laws May Encourage Charitable Giving 
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When children are bullied by their peers or even worse, 
their teachers, learning becomes almost impossible. Add a 
learning difference such as dyslexia or dysgraphia, and you 
have a recipe for academic disaster. Many students at Thomas 
Edison High School have firsthand experience of such a 
challenging combination, but have learned to persevere. 
For those that find Thomas Edison, the ground shifts, and 
their academic path suddenly is lit with hope. Thanks to 
supportive parents and passionate, professional teachers, 
Edison students soon begin to believe in themselves. Once 
this happens, they begin to move mountains.

In November, two speakers at the “Partner with Thomas 
Edison Breakfast” shared their stories. Cat Colell told the 
guests that in addition to experiencing bullying due to her 
Attention Deficit Disorder in grade school, she was called 
“retarded.” One classmate told Cat that she was “a waste of 
space.” Soon, Cat no longer wanted to attend her middle 
school and was ready to quit before she even began high 
school. To Cat’s parents, that was not an option. Instead 

they found Thomas Edison, where Cat has found acceptance 
and thrived, both academically and socially. Now a senior, 
Cat is planning on studying psychology in college.

Junior Spencer Still’s biological parents lived unhealthy, 
troubled lives. Fortunately, Spencer was adopted by two 
very loving parents. Because of his ADHD, Spencer was 
placed in study skill classes, but his friends called it a 
class for “retards.” One teacher refused to help him when 
he asked; she would simply sigh. As you might guess, he 
did not pass her class. His parents started looking for the 
right high school for their son, and a Jesuit family friend 
recommended Thomas Edison. 

At Edison and Jesuit, Spencer has experienced real 
success, including through the Jesuit football team. After 
Spencer told his story at the breakfast, Jesuit head football 
coach Ken Potter gave Spencer a big hug. This year, Ken has 
performed tremendous service as the liaison between both 
schools, and serves as the Jesuit counselor for JHS students 
who take classes at Thomas Edison. 
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Mr. Beard works with students 
during Physics class at Thomas 
Edison High School. Photo 
courtesy of Thomas Edison HS.

Some Kids Have Learning Differences
All Kids Have Dreams
By pATrick mAguire, direcTor, THomAs edison HigH scHooL



The symbiotic relationship between the two schools 
has helped students from both schools for almost 40 years. 
Thomas Edison, founded in 1973 by Jim Galluzzo as the 
“Tree of Learning,” began in a mobile unit on Jesuit’s 
campus as a two-year transitional school. In 1993, the Tree 
of Learning changed its name to Thomas A. Edison High 
School after one of history’s well-known dyslexics, built our 
current facility on Jesuit’s campus and became a four-year 
high school, fully accredited by Northwest Association of 
Accredited Schools (NAAS). Today, Edison is recognized as 
the only school in Oregon which works exclusively with LD 
high school students.

With the support of Jesuit, Edison students get the best 
of both worlds. They get the attention they need in classes 
that average eight students in a tightknit community of 80 
students, plus the experience of a big high school campus. 
Through our shared campus agreement, Edison students 
use Jesuit’s library, cafeteria and sports fields. Edison 
students can also join Jesuit clubs, band, choir, drama and 
athletics. What truly makes this a “win-win” situation for 
both schools is the ability of students to take classes at 
either school. 

If an Edison student needs a higher-level math class 
or wishes to take Theology, he or she can take it at Jesuit. 
When Jesuit students need more support and a smaller class 
for English, math, or science, they can take the course at 
Edison. If a JHS student struggles in foreign language due 
to a verbal processing issue, s/he can take American Sign 

Language at Edison. 
Amy, a recent graduate of Thomas Edison, was 

diagnosed with both ADD and dyslexia during her difficult 
elementary school years. She explains, “My fifth grade 
teacher wouldn’t call on me. When I confronted her about 
it, she said ‘You know, you’re kind of…’ She ended it there, 
but I knew she meant that I was stupid.” Amy finally started 
to receive the support she needed when she started as a 
freshman at Thomas Edison. At Edison, she found friends, a 
spot on student council, and renewed confidence in herself. 
During one of my many uplifting conversations with Amy, 
she told me, “When I tell my parents I don’t feel well and 
need to stay home from school, they immediately want to 
call the doctor because I do not want to miss school. I love 
Thomas Edison!”

In addition to dreams, all teens want and need 
acceptance. At Thomas Edison, all students are welcome, 
especially if they have experienced struggles due to 
a learning difference. If you or someone you know is 
interested in learning more about Thomas Edison, please 
visit our website (www.taedisonhs.org). You can sign up to 
take a tour or download a video about the school (under 
“About Us”) or simply stop by. We love visitors!
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patrick maguire, director, with sophomores sarah Burton and Leanne 
scarlett. photo courtesy of Thomas edison High school.

cat colell with her parents, sarah and Jim colell, after speaking at the 
Thomas edison breakfast. photo courtesy of Thomas edison High school.

“Thomas A. Edison High School 
empowers students with learning 
differences to experience academic 
success and personal growth while 
preparing them for them for the 
future.” (Thomas Edison Mission Statement)

Thomas edison High school, located on the campus of Jesuit High school, 
is a private school dedicated to meeting the special education needs of 
learning challenged teens. photo courtesy of Thomas edison High school.



WEEKEND
2012

JHS
ALUMNI

JESUIt HIgH ScHooL’S ALL-ALUMNI 
WEEKEND WAS HELD oN SEpt. 13-15. 
SAvE tHE DAtE for tHIS yEAr’S ALUMNI 
WEEKEND:  SEptEMbEr 19-21, 2013!
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1. Jesuit alums gather for our first coed Alumni soccer game. Alumni weekend will have an alumni game for our men’s and women’s 
teams this year.  2. Fr. paul grubb, s.J. ‘91 enjoyed the beautiful evening with alum friends at the concert in the Quad.  3. The ngan and 
katigbak families celebrate in true crusader style at Alumni weekend. 4. greg rutten ’77 made the trip from san diego to attend Alumni 
weekend.  5. The class of ’82 enjoyed the tailgate.  6. Fr. craig Boly, s.J. ‘62 and classmates of ’62 enjoy each other’s company on 
campus.  7. John kennedy ’86 and son John stopped by the tailgate on a busy Friday evening (with kathy Baarts, JHs Alumni director).
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10 8. The class of 1982 definitely represented for 
Alumni weekend festivities.
9. one of a few color-coordinated golf 
foursomes at the Alumni golf classic!
10. mike Hughes ’79, despite his busy schedule 
as Athletic director, always makes time for 
alumni events.
11. The color-coordinated women loved the 
warm weather that the alumni golf tournament 
day brought.
12. John and gina gladstone caught up with 
Joanne naughton at the crusader Tailgate.
13. Halftime at the football game included a 
welcome to our newest inductees to the Hall of 
Fame: Laura schott ‘99, dick gedrose ‘61, Fr. Bill 
Hayes, s.J., and dave nicholas.
14. principal paul Hogan and president John 
gladstone were presented with the oregonian 
cup, marking the eighth year in a row and 
the ninth time in the past 13 years that Jesuit 
has earned the oregonian cup for outstanding 
achievements in academics, co-curricular 
activities, athletics, and sportsmanship.
15. Fr. robinson, s.J. welcomed alumni home.
16. paul schommer ’00, principal paul Hogan, 
and katie patchin ’00 enjoyed each other’s 
company before the game.
17. Bart Ferguson ‘84 rocked the tent for the 

concert in the 
Quad.
18. it was a 
beautiful night to be 
on campus enjoying 
music, food and 
great company!
19. Fr. Hayes, s.J., 
dave nicholas, 
Laura schott, and 
dick gedrose ‘61 
were inducted into 
the Hall of Fame 
for 2012.

17

19

14

18
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HALL OF FAME 2012
INDUCTEES
Jesuit High school inducted Fr. 
william Hayes, s.J., dick gedrose 
‘61, dave nicholas, and Laura schott 
‘99 into the school’s Hall of Fame 
in september 2012. Laura was the 
first woman inducted into the Hall of 
Fame. 

Jesuit High school’s Hall of Fame 
was established in 1984 to honor 
careers at Jesuit High school that 
were truly extraordinary. The Hall 
of Fame strives to promote the Jesuit 
ideal of “Age Quod Agis” – do 
well whatever you do. The Hall 
of Fame is a way of maintaining 
the rich heritage and tradition of 
successful athletic programs at 
Jesuit High school. in addition, it 
serves as a means of recognizing, 
preserving, and honoring the 
athletes, coaches, and individuals 
who made significant contributions 
to the school’s athletic programs 
throughout various eras.
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Laura Schott ‘99
Laura Schott’s soccer career has been filled with many 

accolades. Her leadership ability on and off the field are truly 
inspiring. Her high school career included four-straight 
state championships, a streak that included 92-consecutive 
wins. She received high school All-America honors from 
Parade Magazine and was named NSCAA Gatorade Oregon 
Player of the Year as a junior and senior. Her club team, 
FC Portland, was state champion for seven consecutive 
seasons. Laura also competed in the National Jr. Olympic 
Track Championships in the hurdles and pentathlon.

At U.C. Berkeley, Laura was a Hermann Trophy finalist 
in 2001. She was a four-time All-Pacific 10 Conference 
selection and finished as the Golden Bears’ leading career 
goal scorer with 58 goals. In 2001, Laura had international 
experience playing for the United States National Team at 
the Algarve Cup. She appeared in five matches, making 
four starts for Team USA and scoring a goal versus Norway. 
Additionally, Laura played on the U-21 Nordic Cup 
Championship team. 

After graduation, Laura was drafted by the Washington 
Freedom of the WUSA in 2003 and helped the Freedom to 
the 2003 WUSA title. In 2004, she played for the California 
Storm of the Women’s Premier Soccer League (WPSL) and 
led the WPSL in scoring and helped the Storm to the 2004 
WPSL Championship.

Laura was the former Assistant Director at Tualatin 
Hills United Soccer Club as well as the Oregon Olympic 
Development coach and member of the Region IV staff. Her 
coaching at Eastside United Football Club led the team to a 
state championship in 2010. Laura is currently head coach 
of the women’s program at Portland State University.

“Laura has always carried herself with class and a fierce 
determination to ‘do well whatever she does.’ As a young 
lady, soccer player and coach she has excelled. It has been 
a great pleasure to watch her grow! Laura, congratulations 
on being Jesuit’s first female student-athlete to be inducted 
into the Hall of Fame! “ - Steve Fennah, JHS Women’s Head 
Soccer Coac

Richard Gedrose ‘61
As a graduate of the class of 1961, Dick has always felt 

a strong sense of community at Jesuit High School. Dick 
looked forward to his return to Jesuit in 1970 as a history 
teacher and assistant coach for football and track. He was 
the fifth lay person to be hired. In 1972, he was named 
head track coach. In 1974, he became athletic director. In 
1976, he left the classroom to become a vice-principal for 
discipline. In 1983, Dick became principal and in 1998 
(through 2005), president. Throughout the transition, Dick 
was a rock solid paragon of commitment and integrity. 
Dick had the ability to make tough decisions with grace 
and compassion and do what was best for Jesuit. He was 
a quiet leader, stepping up to do what he needed to do. 
He believed in doing things the right way and leading by 
example. 

“What we, the faculty of Jesuit, have to keep in mind is 
to remain faithful to a 450-year tradition of the Society of 
Jesus,” says Dick. With the transition from predominantly 
Jesuit to lay administrators and faculty, there was a loss 
of identity at Jesuit High School. Dick was instrumental 
in the creation of the Profile of a Graduate at Graduation 
as a living document that reestablished and refocused the 
school on what it means to be a Catholic institution.  Dick 
and Fr. Hayes were pillars in their vision and leadership to 
grow the endowment, update and add new buildings, and 
refurbish and expand athletic facilities. The naming of the 
Gedrose Student Center was perfect because Dick was a 
supporter of all student activities. 

There are three things that are most important to Dick:  
family, faith, and Jesuit High School. He viewed the Jesuit 
community as an extension of his family. He believed in 
people and had a heart of gold in making sure students and 
faculty were treated compassionately.

“As an alum, athletic director, history teacher, vice-
principal, principal and president, Dick is a man for all 
seasons. Excellence permeates everything that he does.”  ~ 
Mike Hughes ‘79, JHS Athletic Director



Dave Nicholas
Dave Nicholas started his Jesuit career in 1986 as a PE 

teacher and head men’s soccer coach. In his first year, his 
team was undefeated in league play and won the state title 
in stunning fashion, 4-0 in the first 20 minutes and a 6-0 
final. This was the first of 22 seasons. In his career, there 
were 16 league titles and 14 appearances in the state finals 
with 10 victories and one tie. 

Dave has had many achievements in his career. He 
was coach of the year in league five times, state coach of 
the year seven times, and regional coach of the year three 
times. In 2006-2007, he was the league, state, and national 
coach of the year. In 1995, he was the teacher of the year. 

Dave was always a teacher first and a coach second. 
According to Dick Gedrose, “Great teachers make great 
coaches.” Dave created one of the finest PE and Health 
departments in the state. He has been committed to 
teaching, aiming to educate the whole student into 
becoming a great citizen. His classes were organized, he 
had competency in everything that he did, and he set a 
standard that other coaches tried to emulate. Success was 
never about wins or losses, it was about how you treated 
people. Dave was the ultimate team player. It wasn’t about 
Dave Nicholas or soccer but what was best for all kids. 

Jerry Hahn reflects, “Dave keeps things in perspective. 
He is an amazing teacher on the field and in the classroom. 
He took talented players and elevated their play. His 
enthusiasm and passion are infectious. He will always be 
one of my idols.”

“Dave Nicholas, the man, set invaluable standards at 
Jesuit High School that we still value and seek to maintain. 
Dave Nicholas is a legend. I am immensely proud to have 
known him personally and also to have worked with him 
on a day-to-day basis.”  - Chris Thurley, JHS Men’s Head 
Soccer Coach

Fr. William Hayes, S.J.
Fr. William (Bill) Hayes S.J. has been an integral part 

of Jesuit High School since he arrived in 1960 to become 
the first vice-principal. After two years he was assigned to 
Gonzaga Prep in Spokane where he began a 14-year career, 
first as principal, then as president. In 1976, his final year 
at Gonzaga Prep, he successfully led the school’s transition 
to coeducation. Fr. Hayes next served as vice president of 
Seattle University and served briefly on Jesuit High School’s 
Board of Trustees. Following his time at Seattle University, 
Fr. Hayes completed two years as pastor of St. Joseph’s, a 
Jesuit parish in Seattle.

In the summer of 1984, Fr. Hayes brought his talents 
back to Jesuit High School as president. His impact on the 
Board of Trustees, administration, faculty, staff, students, 
parents, and alumni in the Jesuit High School community 
was immediate and far-reaching. The hallmarks of his 
visionary leadership include the empowerment of lay faculty 
members, the establishment and growth of the Legacy Club 
(a group of individuals who include Jesuit in their estate 
plans), a concentrated focus on capital fundraising and 
growth of the endowment which led to financial stability 
for the first time in the school’s history, and the transition 
to coeducation which occurred in the fall of 1993. History 
teacher and football coach Jerry Hahn comments, “We are 
here because of Dick Gedrose and Fr. Hayes. We stand on 
the shoulders of these giants who had the vision and the 
strength to stick with it, and the faith to endure.”

But the true legacy of Father Hayes at Jesuit centers on 
the relationships he has fostered with the members of the 
Jesuit community—people who are deeply committed to the 
Jesuit mission. An avid fan of athletics, you can often find 
Fr. Hayes analyzing game plans, talking with coaches, and 
getting the pulse on upcoming games. His vision has been 
a gift, resulting in improved and new facilities—including 
the Knight Center, Arrupe Hall, and the Performing Arts 
Center—and the hiring of such outstanding teachers and 
coaches as Ken Potter, Gene Potter, Dave Nicholas, Tom 
Rothenberger, Mike Hughes, and Tim Massey. 

Continued on the bottom of next page (p. 35)
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In Memoriam
Jesuit High School 
Alumni
Errol Krieger ’66  8/24/12 

Kenneth Condon ’67      8/19/12

John Q. Gregg ’67      3/10/12 

Richard Minor ’67   7/16/12 

Len Brock  1/10/13 
Father of Peter ‘72, Willis ‘73 
and Stan ‘76 Brock;
Grandfather of Stephanie ‘94, John ‘96
Sarah ‘98, Jessica ‘99 and Rachel ‘03 Brock

Bob Cena  1/12/13 
Father-in-law of David Tangvald ‘83 
Grandfather of Claire Tangvald ‘16

Dr. Robert Craven  12/29/12 
Father of Michael ‘75, James ‘80, 
Daniel ‘82, and Robert ‘83 Craven
Grandfather of Katie ‘12 and 
Sarah ‘14 Craven

Carol Culhane  12/28/12 
Grandmother of Madeline ‘10 
and Grace ‘11 Culhane

Michael Henningsen, Sr.  1/3/13 
Father of Michael Henningsen ‘80 
Grandfather to Joseph ‘11 and 
Anna ‘13 Wallace

Dr. John Krippaehne  2/25/13 
Grandfather of Ellen ’13 and 
Elise ’15 Krippaehne 

Robert Leipzig  12/8/12 
Father of Kurt ‘67;
Grandfather of Jonathan Leipzig ‘02

Friends, Family, Faculty
& Staff of JHS

The Jesuit High School community joins in prayerful remembrance of those who have 
died. May the family and friends of those who are no longer with us in body be held 
in our prayers and hearts, and may the departed rest in eternal peace with God.

Jimmy Lucas  12/31/12 
Father of Claire Lucas ‘15

Dr. Scott Mader  2/18/13 
Father of Kevin ’04, Erin ’06, 
Ellen ’08 and Brian ’12

Mike McCarroll  1/29/13 
Father of Jeremy ‘08

Annamae Niedermeyer         10/8/12 
Mother of Gregory ‘72 (D), Terry ‘75 
and Patrick ‘83 Niedermeyer;
Grandmother of Kristin ‘00, 
Nicole ‘04, Edward ‘06 and 
Timothy ‘09 Niedermeyer

Calvin Perkins  11/12 
Grandfather of Connor Perkins ‘14

Kenneth Roberts  8/18/12 
Father of Michael ‘79, Gregory ‘80 
and Mark ‘82 Roberts

Bill Towne  10/4/12
Grandfather of Danielle ‘05 
and Taylor ‘07 Towne

Maxine Vala  1/13/13
Mother of Thomas ‘62, Scott ‘65 
and Patrick ‘71 Vala;
Grandmother of Emily ‘00 and 
Anthony ‘02 Vala-Haynes

Ruth Waters  7/6/12
Grandmother of Samantha ‘09 
and Katie ‘11 Waters

The Jesuit High school cross with the distinguishing  
letters of the society of Jesus Ad maiorem dei 
gloriam greets visitors to the knight center lobby 
and reminds students, faculty and staff of the desire 
to do all  for the greater glory of god.

Cont’d from Page 34 (Hall of Fame, Fr. Hayes, S.J.)

The definition of a priest epitomizes Fr. Hayes. He brings 
God into the locker room as a chaplain for the football team 
for the past 13 years. He shares stories weekly, prays with 
the team, and creates a great sense of community among 
the players. For the players and coaches, he has a calming 
effect by putting into perspective God in our lives and on 
the field.

Fr. Hayes has built a community that exemplifies the 

values and principles of Ignatian spirituality. His vision to 
welcome and nurture lay persons on the faculty and staff 
and to reach out to all members of the Jesuit community 
has left an invaluable and indelible imprint on the school 
and on future generations of students. Fr. Hayes will 
always be a founder of Jesuit High School because of his 
continual support of the school and his faith, hard work 
and leadership.

This is the deceased 
list as we know it 
from June 1, 2012 
through February 28, 
2013. Relationships 
listed are Jesuit ties 
only within the 
deceased’s immediate 
family. We apologize 
for any omission and 
ask that you please 
notify Kathy Baarts 
at (503) 291-5414 
or e-mail kbaarts@
jesuitportland.org.
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Dream Project: Dream it, Become it 
project Allows students to define Themselves and explore options
By meenA vAnkA ‘09

A Variable Environment
As a scientist, I have formed the theory that the 

fundamental variable in a person’s education is his or her 
environment. Our surroundings determine who we are at 
present and who we will become. In winter of 2009, I began 
to witness this truth for the first time through a program 
called Dream Project.

Dream Project is a University of Washington student-
initiated program that mentors high school students on how 
to get into college. University students visit high schools 
weekly to work on admissions essays, SAT preparation, and 
financing college. 

In the very first prep meeting I attended, our staff 
advisor spoke about how Dream Project had the capacity to 
change the world by giving marginalized populations access 
to education, the root of all privilege. Being the realist that 
I am, I thought to myself, “How can we possibly help high 
school seniors if they’re not thinking of college by now?” 

On my first day at Ingraham High, a local Seattle public 
school, I immediately recognized overt differences between 
Jesuit and this underfunded public high school. The 
bathrooms were covered with graffiti; the smell of cigarettes 
permeated the hallways. I thought back to Jesuit’s buildings, 
which were nothing short of pristine and brimming with 
remembrances of the Jesuit tradition. I wandered into the 
Ingraham college advisory office, only to be met with an 
empty chair rather than the eager counselor I had expected.

In the following months, I began to internalize the 
implications of such differences. In high school, I loved 
to play sports. One of my Ingraham High mentees played 
varsity basketball, the other was the student body president, 
yet another was in the French club, and another played the 
piano. I found that my mentees and I shared interests in 
sports and music, but particularly, in our hopes for successful 
careers. Yet I had teachers, coaches, and parents who always 
encouraged a college degree, whereas my mentees were the 

The Dream Project at Emory is granted a charter to work with local high school students and 
help them go on to college. Meena Vanka (third from left) helped create Emory Dream Project. 
Photo courtesy of Meena Vanka ‘09.
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first in their families to even dream of it. I never thought 
twice about an application fee, while one of my mentees 
used his entire month’s paycheck to finance it.  

Having opened my eyes to these differences, my students 
also showed me my ability to impact their environments. 
As I sat down one day to eat lunch with a mentee, a 
student of mine enthusiastically informed me that she was 
beginning “A Step Ahead,” a new program that would aid 
middle school students in getting into and succeeding in 
high school. This moment brought tears of joy and disbelief 
to my eyes, flashing me back to the first group meeting in 
which I had deliberated the worth of Dream Project. I had 
brought a constant, a source of stability, into this student’s 
life to the extent that she would now do so for others.

 

Emory Dream Project is Born...
Empowered by this lesson, I applied to transfer to Emory 

University to push myself as I had encouraged my students 
to always do. I noticed disparities again, this time between 
Emory and a high school located right on campus. So like a 
moth drawn to a burning light, I began visiting the school. 
Visits turned into talking to administrators, speaking in 
classrooms, and eventually meeting students after school to 
work on college applications. Six months later, after tireless 
hours of rallying support, constructing an executive board, 
and training mentors, Emory University’s College Council 
granted us a charter. We had become Emory Dream Project. 
We were ready to give students the environment, the crucial 
variable, that we recognized had shaped us. 

Through Dream Project, I reached the pinnacle of my 
scientific thought process: observations of injustice and 
daily research have resulted in change. Now on the brink 
of college graduation, I can say with confidence that Ms. 
Myers’ Peace and Justice course remains the most important 
I have ever taken as a student. With this is mind, I want 
to provide, through Dream Project, the environment that 
allows students to explore and define themselves, just as I 
have come to define myself as a scientist.

When a Fire Ignites, Use it to 
Change Things for the Better

To current and former Jesuit High School students: 
we are empowered. Our privilege is rooted not in money 
nor status, but rather in our knowledge of how to define 
ourselves and achieve something no amount of money 
can attain: self-value. The best place to start is to think to 
yourself of one injustice that has affected you on a very 
personal level—one pattern in the world that does not quite 
sit right or truly angers you. Allow it to burn and ignite a fire 
in you. Then examine it: dissect the underlying process of 
such a pattern and change it for the better. When met with 
resistance in your pursuit of change, revisit the self-values 
that have been instilled in you by your environment. 

My Dream Project team and I started in empty rooms 
for months, waiting for others to listen to what we had to 
say. We started with nothing but an eye for the humanity 
in those around us. We began with stories, and we will 
end with changing lives and attitudes. Take this first step. 
Collectively, then, we will find the strength to produce the 
environment in which we all will thrive. 

mentees and mentors gather to learn about the processes of continuing 
education. photo courtesy of meena vanka ‘09.

meena helps students as they work diligently on the application process. 
photo courtesy of meena vanka ‘09.

if you are interested in 
supporting or learning more 
about the emory dream 
project’s efforts, please 
contact meena vanka at
mvanka@emory.edu or visit
gofundme.com/
emorydreamproject.



Alumni Events 2012-13
Fall and winter have been full of alumni events both on and off 
campus.  We took Jesuit High School on the road, visiting alumni 
in New York, Seattle, Los Angeles and San Diego.  We had two 
Crusader nights at Trail Blazers games in January as the Miami 
Heat and the Milwaukee Bucks came into town.  Alumni and 
friends of Jesuit returned to campus to present to the junior class 
at Career Day in February.  

caitlin smethurst ’01, kalin walling, scott Lacy, and katie patchin 
Lacy ‘00 reunited at seattle’s alumni event. 

JHs alums gathered in new york city for a tour of the High Line, a historical 
park in the midst of the city. Thank you to mary Lang and mort Bishop for the 
underwriting of the High Line tour.

Alums and future crusaders welcome erik spoelstra ’88 back to 
portland for the Blazers vs. miami HeAT game on January 10, 2013.

The class of 2008 was well represented at the nyc event with rob wil-
liams, Brittany davis-roberti, and ryan Leaverton.

Andy wolverton ’07, Lauren wilkins ’07, owen marecic ’07, and 
dannielle Lowe ’04 enjoyed the evening in seattle.  

seattle alums and Andy Asato, vp for Advancement, gathered at ryther 
child center to do some landscaping as a service project in fall 2012.
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Our New York regional event is very generously underwritten by 
our Jesuit New York Moms. We would like to thank Mary Lang, 
Mary Dick, Kay Brantley, and Barbara Gram for their generosity 
and help in keeping our alums connected to Jesuit. The regional 
events are a wonderful way for alumni to connect and for us to 
share the many wonderful things that are happening within the 
JHS community on campus. Please make sure that your contact 
information is current so that we may keep you informed about 
the regional events for 2012-2013!

• 39 •

Our New York regional event is very generously underwritten by 
our Jesuit New York Moms. We would like to thank Mary Lang, 
Mary Dick, Kay Brantley, Leeann Leaverton, Gayle Carter, and 
Judy Grodahl for their generosity and help in keeping our alums 
connected to Jesuit. The regional events are a wonderful way for 
alumni to connect and for us to share the many wonderful things that 
are happening within the JHS community on campus. Please make 
sure that your contact information is current so that we may keep you 
informed about the regional events for 2013-2014!

our LA event was held at the espn Zone at LA Live on February 20, 2013.  it was a 
great night for catching up with our southern cal contingent.

Jake Hughes ’04, nick swihart ’00, greg rutten ’77, mike o’donnell 
’70, matt Lankhorst ’94, Andy Asato, george green ’72, randy 
rigali ’06, kathy Baarts and matthew Leewong ‘09 gather at Azul in 
La Jolla on February 21, 2013.  not pictured:  dean rossman ‘94

Future crusaders welcome the Blazers and the HeAT!

carl Bryant ‘69 and mike doleac ‘67 reconnected at the alumni 
event at seattle’s metropolitan grill in november 2012.

kathy and Tanner Baarts and nolan and kara skokan with mike dunleavy 
’99 at the milwaukee Bucks’ annual appearance at the rose garden. 

Laura wolverton ‘05,  michael maag ‘05, and elizabeth 
Bishop ‘03 enjoyed catching up at the nyc event.



Alumni Profile:
Klarissa Oh ‘97
By kATHy BAArTs, JHs ALumni direcTor

When I first met Klarissa Oh ‘97, I 
was overcome with a sense of serenity 
in her presence. She is warm and 
caring and passionate about her work. 
It is easy to see how the fruits of her 
work have resulted in tangible, safe 
havens for the victims of sexual abuse. 

Klarissa has always had a passion 
for working with children. As part of 
her Christian Service requirements at 
Jesuit High School, she volunteered 
at a school program in Vancouver 
where the seeds of social justice and 
advocating for those who don’t have 
a voice became rooted in her.

After graduating from Jesuit, 
Klarissa attended Wheaton College, 
just west of Chicago, and received 
a degree in Spanish and Sociology. 
She found college to be easier than 
high school and credits Jesuit and 
its high academic standards for her 
preparedness. 

Klarissa spent some time after 
college in her family’s native 
homeland, China, where she 
continued to work in the human 
services field at an orphanage. Upon 
returning to the states in 2001, 
she began work at Healthy Start, 
a program supporting first-time 
parents as they foster their children’s 
emotional, physical, and intellectual 
development. Klarissa worked at 
Healthy Start for two years as a Family 
Assessment Worker but found that 
within the program there was no focus 
on spiritual development, something 
near and dear to her heart.

With that in mind, Klarissa 
returned to school at Vanderbilt 
Divinity School where she obtained her 
Masters of Theological Studies.   

In 2008, Klarissa returned to 
Portland. She became involved with a 
group of people who were child sexual 
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klarissa oh’s quiet yet powerful leadership has elevated oregon Abuse Advocates and survivors in 
service (oAAsis) to a national level in the movement to end child sexual abuse.

abuse victims or allies of survivors. 
The statistics were startling: one in 
four women and one in six men 
would experience abuse before their 
eighteenth birthday. Along with the 
scars of abuse, there was also guilt, 
vulnerability and shame associated 
with the experience. This group of 12 
people came together and asked the 
question, “What can we do?” 

In 2009, they began a letter-
writing campaign and testified 
before the Oregon Senate Judiciary 
Committee in support of a measure 
(now House Bill 2827) which “extends 
the statute of limitations for action 
based on conduct that constitutes 
child abuse or conduct knowingly 
allowing, permitting or encouraging 
child abuse.” 

Out of this initial group of 12 
people, OAASIS, Oregon Abuse 
Advocates and Survivors in Service, 
was born and Klarissa became the 
Executive Director. The mission of 
OAASIS is to protect children from 
sexual abuse and to empower survivors 
through awareness, education and 
advocacy. OAASIS is unique in its 
approach of looking to and trusting 
survivors for insight into how child 
sexual abuse should be handled.

“There is a gap within Oregon’s 
policy structure, and to prevent 
abuse, it is imperative that we stand 
on the side of survivors through 
policy, education, and legislation,” 
says Klarissa. “At its core, child sexual 

klarissa and her son, moses, now four years 
old.



abuse is an abuse of power;  it is a 
form of oppression.  We are working 
to educate and mobilize the public 
in order to protect each child’s basic 
right to live without abuse.”

OAASIS has been working for 
three years to break the silence around 
child sexual abuse and to educate the 
public through its Survivors Speakers 
Bureau. OAASIS Survivors have 
shared their stories with thousands of 
people throughout Oregon and have 
educated audiences on recognizing 
signs of abuse, preventing abuse, and 
healing from it. Since 2009, OAASIS 
has been the catalyst for the passage 
of numerous legislative bills for child 
abuse and human sex trafficking.

Klarissa’s quiet yet powerful 
leadership has elevated OAASIS to 
a national level in the movement 
to end child sexual abuse. In 2011, 
OAASIS received their first formal 
grant as one of 15 grantees for the 
Ms. Foundation, which delivers 
funding and other strategic resources 
to organizations elevating women’s 
voices and solutions across race and 
class in communities nationwide. 

In May of 2012, Klarissa was 
awarded the Ms. Foundation Gloria 
Steinem Award and recognized as an 
American woman “whose courage 
and leadership advance progress 
on behalf of women, families and 

communities.” Klarissa’s tireless effort 
in moving forward brought OAASIS 
another avenue of education and 
funding when she was named by the 
NoVo Foundation as one of 20 new 
leaders selected to join its Move to 
End Violence program. NoVo’s 10-year 
$80 million program will strengthen 
leaders and organizations and build 
a breakthrough movement to end 
violence against girls and women in 
the United States. 

Klarissa loves that her work is 
congruent with her core values and is 
life-affirming. Transformation occurs 
in healing via conversation, in power 
through articulation, and in strength 
from being a part of something 
bigger than one’s self. It is stubborn 
hope. Klarissa is happy to be able to 
collaborate with such thoughtful and 
strategic-minded people. Her love of 
the big picture and the deep questions 
allow her to be a risk taker, inspired by 
watching people acknowledge their 
pain and do something to break the 
cycle of abuse and suffering. 

Klarissa’s challenges come from a 
political perspective. She is working 
to create structure, but naturally 
she is not a political person. She 
tends toward the humanistic side 
but is surrounded by people who 
understand and can navigate through 
public policy. Klarissa is more of a 

thinker, not always a doer. Creativity 
and innovation are her strengths. The 
“doing” part of the process in practical 
matters is still a work in progress. 

Her advice to students today 
focuses on religion. Klarissa came 
from a Protestant background where 
she was taught to be skeptical of views 
that differed from those taught at her 
church.  As a result, she approached 
her Theology classes at Jesuit with a 
certain guardedness. Looking back, 
she wishes that she would have let go 
of her fear and learned with an open 
heart.

Klarissa’s next steps will be with 
a New York Theater Company, Ping 
Chong and Co. and Margie Boule is 
working on a Survivor’s Performance. 
This performance will be utilizing arts 
as a form of education and advocacy, 
and storytelling as prevention. The 
play will debut in February 2014.

Klarissa fully embodies Jesuit’s 
profile of the graduate at graduation. 
She is a bright young woman 
grounded in her faith and spirituality 
who is touching the hearts and minds 
of many.  Her ability to take great risks 
in continuing the movement to end 
child sexual abuse via legislation and 
conversations will serve her well in 
helping to provide a voice for those 
that don’t have one, in the continuous 
fight for justice. 
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klarissa and gloria steinem at the ms. Foundation 
Awards Banquet in may 2012. klarissa was the 
receipient of the ms. Foundation gloria steinem 
Award for her courage and leadership.

klarissa and members of oAAsis were present when governor kitzhaber was signing legislation for 
human sex trafficking. oAAsis was integral in the promulgation of the legislation.
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1972
Joseph Garcia and his wife, Sara, 

are staying busy with grandchildren 
and canines! Bugsie, a beagle, is their 
latest addition from Cascade Beagle 
Rescue.

Joe was elected to the Director 
position on the Board of the National 
Polygraph Association.

1979
Michael Nielsen and his wife, 

Kathleen (SMA 1978), celebrated their 
25th anniversary last summer with 
their two children, Connor ‘13 who 
will be graduating from Jesuit High 
School in June, and Libby, who is a 
freshman at Gonzaga University. Mike 
has owned an insurance agency for 27 
years, and Kik has been busy raising 
the kids and volunteering. 

1982
Benjamin Chandler joined 

Google Inc’s legal department as a 
Discovery Staff Attorney for a two-
year role.

1994

Joe Lynch, MD, LCDR, MC, 
USN, is currently deployed in support 
of Operation Enduring Freedom as 
an Orthopedic Surgeon supporting 
casualty reception for inpatient 
and outpatient requirements from 
CENTCOM to CONUS. He is anxiously 
awaiting a return to his wife, Sarah, 
and four daughters, Elleanor (8), 

1996
Lindsey Crawford and husband, 

Tony, welcomed a baby girl, Greta 
Lee, on August 30. She was born in 
Seattle and weighed 9 pounds and 
was 20 inches in length. She joins 
older siblings, Amelia (6), Cash (4) 
and Eloise (2).

1997
Melissa (Markley) Claar and  

husband, Brian, welcomed a baby girl, 
Kensington Grace, into their family in 
June 2012. Kensie joins two brothers, 
Caden (born Feb. ‘08) and Caleb (born 
April ‘10). 

Carrie (Lawler) McCullagh 
and husband, Marc, welcomed their 
third daughter, Catherine Anne, on 
July 20, 2012. Big sisters Anna (4) 
and Madeline (2) are excited to have 
another sister! The McCullaghs live in 
Portland.

Maureen (McDowell) McGrain 
and husband, Jay McGrain ‘96, 
welcomed Rose Michele on September 
23, 2011.

Ainsley (6), Emerson (4), and Abigail 
(3).

1995
Thomas Frank was elected 

to City Councilor for the City of 
West Linn on November 6, 2012. 
He looks forward to working with 
the community, making the City 
fisically responsible, supporting 
strong schools, maintaining high 
public safety, and making targeted 
infrastructure improvements. 

Jennifer (Libbert) Pitner recently 
became an owner of a national health 
coaching business after losing 75 
pounds in five months and wanting 
to pay that forward and get America 
healthy. She is honored to work with 
people across the United States and 
support them in their goal to reach 
optimal health. If anyone may be 
interested, please e-mail japitner@
comcast.net.

Class Notes
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members of the class of 1974, friends for life, at gearhart on January 25, 2013: rob 
Bentley, pat gilroy, Tim strader, matt kenney, and rick vanBeveren. photo by Lisa strader.1974



Sarah (Vingelen) Loumena and 
husband, Andrew welcomed their first 
son, Jacob Silas, on May 17, 2012. 
Everyone is doing great and so in love 
with their little guy!

2001

Danielle (Vincent) McGrain 
and husband, Michael McGrain ‘01, 
welcomed son Oliver Patrick on June 
8, 2012.

2002
Matthew Pender and wife, Tyler, 

welcomed their first child, daughter 
Camille Craig Pender, on December 
21, 2012.

Taylor Gray married Jean Munro 
at St. Mary’s Cathedral in Portland 
on July 28, 2012. Taylor works as 
an electrical engineer for a design 
firm and Jean works for the Lake 
Oswego School District as a school 
pyschologist. The couple resides in 
Portland.

2009

Connor Letourneau has 
accepted a paid internship with The 
Oregonian’s sports desk and will 
return home after graduating from 
the University of Maryland in May. 
He currently serves as the sports editor 
and men’s basketball beat writer 
for The Diamondback, Maryland’s 
independent daily student newspaper, 
and is a freelance blogger for The 
New York Times. He wrote more 
than 60 stories while interning for 
The Baltimore Sun’s sports desk last 
summer, and a couple of his articles 
gained national attention. Letourneau 
has also freelanced several pieces 
for The Oregonian, and had a story 
appear on the front page of the sports 
section in January.

Christina (Rothschild) Reilly 
and husband, Jeff, welcomed a little 
girl into the world, Clare Filomena, 
on November 15, 2012. She joins 
her three older brothers, Thomas (6), 
Joseph (4), and Lucas (2).

1998

Ian Kelly and wife, Bethany, 
welcomed their second daughter, 
Caitlin Clara, on July 30, 2012. 
Everyone is feeling incredibly blessed 
(even older sis Erinne)!

1999
Kendra Butler Lacroix and  

husband, Florent, welcomed baby 
Eloise on August 16, 2012. Big sister, 
Lisette, is delighted to have a new 
playmate.

2000
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The Fitz sisters announce the 
arrival of their daughters. Alana 
(Fitz) chau ‘04 and husband 
Jason chau, currently living in 
Beaverton, delivered chloe Anne 
on June 3, 2012.  Amelia (Fitz) 
ryan ‘00 and husband michael 
ryan, who live in oak park, iL, 
delivered their daughter, Alana 
mary, on January 31, 2012. 
The sisters are happy to have 
daughters close in age so they 
can be best friends!

2000

2004



, 

Jesuit High School is committed to teach students to care for all of our 
world’s resources—human, environmental and economic—for a future 
that is equitable and sustainable. To further this goal, the Age Quod Agis 
magazine is printed on 10% post-consumer waste paper that is FSC 
certified. The cost averages less than $2.00 per magazine. We are being 
mindful of our environment, saving costs, and utilizing electronic 
forms of communication more than ever before at Jesuit High School. 
We hope you enjoy the printed editions of Age Quod Agis. 

If you would like to be removed from our mailing list for this magazine, please call (503) 291-5476 or e-mail 
kcerri@jesuitportland.org. Parents of Alumni: If you are still receiving your son’s or daughter’s mail, please 
contact us with the new information by calling us at (503) 291-5476 or e-mailing kcerri@jesuitportland.org. 
Thank you!
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Who does the Alumni Food Drive Serve? 

• The Alumni Golf Tournament was able to raise over $25,000 

 that helped to support the Alumni Food Drive efforts.

• The Alumni Food Drive built 1400 boxes this year. 

• Served 900+ families through the St. Vincent DePaul network.

• 135 boxes helped nine schools in the Beaverton School District.

• Sixteen agencies received a grant from the Oregon Food Bank 

 to help with their needs.

• Fifteen agencies received a Winco Card to help with the 

 communities that they serve.

• For the first time, we were able to extend our reach to Clark 

 County. In partnership with Santa’s Posse, we provided 300 food 

 boxes to help with their efforts. In addition, both North County 

 Food Bank and St. Vincent DePaul received grants from the 

 Oregon Food Bank to help their respective clients.


