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President’s Message
As winter melts into spring this
year, our nation is facing more than
a mere change in the weather. The
economic recession has taken a
significant toll nationally, regionally,
and in each of our towns and homes.
Job losses, reductions in salaries,
mortgage issues, and dire predictions
seem to greet us on a daily basis. For
many of our current and past families
and for many of our alums, the
struggles have hit home in a very real
and personal way. All of you continue
to be in our prayers.
Jesuit High School is not immune
to many of these same struggles.
Higher heating and fuel costs, rising
health insurance premiums, and
a significant drop in anticipated
endowment income have strained us
in telling ways. In light of where we
are as a school and the struggles many

of our families are facing, our faculty
and staff and our Board of Trustees
have worked diligently to prepare
a budget for the 2009-10 academic
year—one that will keep our tuition
increase (4.7%) at the lowest level in
many years. Overall, expenses next
year will increase by only 1.27%—a
remarkable testimony to the work of
our faculty and staff and our board.
We are, however, facing an anticipated
9% loss in endowment revenue (which
each year provides much-needed
funding for financial aid and other
budgeted programs), a significant
reason for the increase in tuition next
year. We know we are not alone in our
search for a better economic path. Our
families and many businesses, high
schools, and universities are facing
similar financial constraints.
In spite of these issues, Jesuit
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continues to be strong and vibrant.
Our enrollment looks very promising
for the coming year as near-record
numbers attended our open house,
and an all-time-high invasion of
eighth graders “shadowed” our
current students on visitation days.
At almost 500, our application
numbers reflect great interest in Jesuit
by prospective freshmen and their
families. Our current and past families
are the greatest advertisement of
Jesuit’s success. We are very grateful
for the way these families continue to
reach out to those considering a Jesuit
education. We are blessed!
As
many
of
you
know,
approximately 78%-80% of our
operating budget each year is covered
by the tuition we charge our families.
That means we must raise more than
$2 million next academic year to
cover the gap of $2,600 per student
between the tuition we charge and the
actual cost to educate each student. So
many families, alumni, grandparents,
and friends of Jesuit have come to our
aid each year. Our hope is that this
support will continue and perhaps
even grow in these difficult economic
times.
In recent years, Jesuit has made
increasingly significant commitments
to financial aid. In fact, in each of the
past four years, the rate of increase
in financial aid has surpassed that of
tuition. We were uncertain we could
do this for 2009-10; but, because of the
work of many in the budget process,
financial aid will increase next year
by 8%, almost doubling the rate of
increase in tuition.
Why is this increase significant?
During the current year, 20% of our
students receive need-based assistance,
averaging almost $5,500 per student.
Without support of generous families
and individuals, we would be unable
to offer assistance to these students.
How different the face of Jesuit High
School would be without this help.
We will continue to need and rely on
those who can afford to reach out to
others—perhaps this year more than
ever. Thanks to all of you who have
assisted us in this manner.
In this issue of “Age Quod Agis” you

will read many wonderful stories—the
work of one senior, Toryn Slater, who
traveled to Peru to assist a medical
team in providing medical care to that
country’s marginalized population;
the journey of alumna and science
department chair Jennie Cournia, one
of only 30 educators selected from
over 1,000 nationwide to do research
last fall in the Galápagos Islands; the
remarkable success of our alumni food
drive, which this past year through
the efforts of Brian Ferschweiler, Bob
Keerins, John Grout, Kevin Sanger,
and a cast of one hundred volunteers,
set yet another record in the number
of families touched by this drive; and
the success of the Jesuit Commitment,
an innovative program in its fledgling
year at Jesuit—and already touching
lives.
At Jesuit, I often talk about the fact
that we are different—in the way our
students learn and our teachers teach;
in the expectations we in our Jesuit
community have of each other and
ourselves; in the way our families and
alumni reach out to one another; how
our mission as a Catholic and Jesuit
school touches the lives of each one
of us every single day; and how very
blessed we are to be part of this Jesuit
family that is so committed to acts
of service and to faith. Our graduates
leave us prepared to change the world
for the better.
I invite you to visit Jesuit. My hope
is that each time you visit our school,
you will sense in the eyes and voices
and actions of our students something
new and inspiring. Our school has
been built through the gifts, time and
energy you and others have given us.
You continue to be a significant part
of who we are.
Thank you for your role in the lives
of your students and in the success of
our school. Now and in the coming
year we need you more than ever.

Archbishop Presides at Thanksgiving Mass

each year, as Archbishop vlazny finishes Mass at Jesuit High School, he is given a JHS article of
clothing. At the end of Mass last November, he received a fleece vest with the number 25 (to mark
his episcopal anniversary) and the word “Jesuit” sewn under the collar so he could wear the vest
to any of the Catholic high schools he visits. Archbishop vlazny, anticipating the impending clothing
gift, is pictured here with Fr. Paul Grubb, S.J. ‘91, Fr. Pat Conroy, S.J., Fr. william Hayes, S.J., Fr. J.k.
Adams, S.J., and Fr. Larry robinson, S.J.

Boston Alumni Social - October 13, 2008

Sincerely,

John J. Gladstone
President

President John Gladstone recently traveled to Boston to have dinner with a group of Jesuit alums
(from the mid-70s through 2008) now working or going to school in the Boston area. A good time
was had by all as our alums shared stories of their years at Jesuit and their plans for the future.
the Boston-area alums plan to meet again this fall, and they expect an even larger group to
gather to reminisce about their years at Jesuit. Not pictured: Ali Mooers ‘02.
•
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Campus Corner
Jesuit High School Named “Best of
Portland” for 2008

illness.
“I was desperate to get out,” said freshman Eric Williams,
“it was really, really rough.”
Some Jesuit students found their way out: “We drove
our ATVs that we usually hit the dunes with, but they work
really well in snow,” said junior Carly Wellington. “It was a
great way to release all that pent up energy.”
For those students without chains, SUVs, or ATVs, the
going was rough, and luckily for them school was canceled
from the 15th to the 18th of December. Even Jesuit, known
for maintaining its busy schedule at all costs, had to give
way to this storm.
“We schedule the year to have more hours than are
required by the state,” said Vice Principal of Student Life
Mr. Chris Smart, “That way we don’t have to make up the
days we lost.”
The Food Drive, however, went on in full force. Students
were called to brave the weather and gather, organize and
deliver mass quantities of food. This year the tenacity of the
Jesuit community made the Food Drive a success, despite
the storm.
Senior Jack Dod said, “The Food Drive goes on. The
Food Drive always goes on.”
On December 19, when 130 students called in to say
they could not come, school was not canceled. Furthermore,
a special schedule of 20 minute periods was put in place.
Yet the highlight of the day was Christmas Mass.
“The Christmas Mass this year was awesome; my
favorite as usual,” said senior Jacob Bieze.
Indeed as grumbling questions echoed in the hallways
concerning why school was in session Friday, even more
answers were heard in reply: the Christmas Mass. As Father
Conroy, S.J. constantly reiterates: “It’s Who We Are.”
“The Christmas Mass is an important gathering of our
community, where alums are invited to get together during
their winter break, and many parents attend” said head of

Jesuit High School has been selected for the 2008 Best
of Portland Award in the Private and Parochial Schools
category by the U.S. Local Business Association (USLBA).
The USLBA “Best of Local Business” Award Program
recognizes outstanding local businesses throughout the
country. Each year, the USLBA identifies companies that they
believe have enhanced the positive image of small business
through service to their customers and community.
“Jesuit High School is honored to receive this award,”
says Jesuit Principal Sandy Satterberg. “As a Catholic,
college-prep school, we work to form young people who
will become men and women for others and leaders in our
local communities. We strive to educate our students about
the importance of a commitment to doing justice and
making our world a better place. All of us—faculty, staff,
students, parents, and trustees—are very appreciative of
being recognized for our efforts.”
Jesuit requires that students complete at least 65 hours
of community service by graduation through its Christian
Service program, and most complete twice that many. The
service projects are learning experiences focused on social
justice and helping people who are often marginalized in
society. Jesuit’s class of 2008 volunteered 35,786 hours to
103 different programs and agencies, including local and
international service projects (an average of 127 hours per
student).
The 2008 USLBA Award Program focused on quality,
not quantity. Various sources of information were gathered
and analyzed to choose the winners in each category.
Winners are determined based on the information gathered
both internally by the USLBA and data provided by third
parties.

True Life: I Survived Arctic Blast ‘08
By ALex BOGrANd ‘09

Officially named Arctic Blast ’08 and The Big Freeze of
2008, Portland was hit by a record snow storm, surpassing
the 1968 snow storm, which was the previous record for
snowfall. From December 15 to Christmas Day, Portland
was blanketed in snow. Reaching almost two feet in some
areas, Portland, and Jesuit, were shut down for more than a
week. Weather forecasters around the Portland area called
for around eight inches of snow, but even that seemed
unbelievable for rainy Portland. As Portland and much of
Oregon was dumped on this December, life was difficult for
anyone unprepared.
Families had to stay indoors for extended periods
of time, and cabin fever suddenly became a widespread

Jack Schmidt and Jeff wood shovel the walkway during a lull in the storm.
Photo courtesy of Jack Schmidt.
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by going canvassing.
“Canvassing doesn’t require a car, it only requires
effort,” said Mr. Flynn. “You cannot tell by the car in the
driveway or the neighborhood if someone will donate or
not. Sometimes the people you wouldn’t think will donate
will donate because they know how important food drives
are.”
The recent economic downturn made this year’s food
drive even more important. “Some people simply don’t
have enough money to buy food for their families, so it
is very important that the Jesuit community pull together
and try to raise as much food and money as possible,” said
senior volunteer Samantha Oduro.
Besides the relief the food provided for families, the
food drive is also an opportunity for students to engage in
the charity aspect of spirituality.
“We are called in a huge way as Christians and
Catholics, rich or poor,” said Mrs. Bastable. “The food is
very important, but the community created is the most
important experience for students.”

Campus Ministry Don Clarke.
As the school year progresses, students and faculty
alike will longingly remember those four days off, but more
importantly they will remember the school spirit and faith
that brought them together that one last Friday before
winter break.
Jesuit students are now hoping for some more wacky
weather during finals week.
Appeared in the Dec. 2008/Jan. 2009 Issue of the “Jesuit Crusader.”

Winter Storm Doesn’t Slow Down
Students During Food Drive
By MAddie CULHANe ‘10

This year’s food drive was a little different than past
years. Every year, Jesuit students eagerly participate in the
annual food drive, which serves hundreds of local families
in need, providing food and gifts. This year’s food drive was
interrupted by the several feet of snow that hit the Portland
area during the last week of school before Christmas break.
After Portland was hit with an intense snow storm, the
food drive seemed doomed. Students didn’t have school for
four of the most critical days of the food drive.
However, students pulled together to make sure that
families would receive the food they were counting on.
Impromptu sorting sessions took place in the cafeteria,
and news traveled by way of text message, Edline and even
Facebook.
“I love that it is not only that you are helping people,
but it is one of the most fun events I have ever participated
in at Jesuit,” said senior and volunteer Nick Aguon. “Don’t
get me wrong, it’s hard work, but you are there with your
friends and everyone is just smiling and in a good mood.”
The highlight for many upperclassmen is receiving a
Golden Ticket—a pass to help sort food instead of going
to class on the last days of the food drive. However, with
the snow-induced mix-up, any available student got the
opportunity to help sort food.
The food drive was kicked off earlier in December with
an assembly featuring stars from the Disney spoof, “High
School Canical.” Teachers Mr. Falkner, Mrs. Bastable, Mr.
Lum, Mrs. Wyatt and Mr. Flamoe, disguised as High School
Musical characters Ryan, Sharpay, Chad, Gabriella and
Troy, respectively, showed off their dancing abilities with a
choreographed dance number featuring the cheerleaders.
The assembly also featured spoofs of popular videos,
like “Can I Have Yo’ Can?” , and a parody of the YouTube
hit, “Muffins,” called “Cans.” The lively and entertaining
assembly ensures that the food drive is also a fun event.
Another special aspect to the food drive is that all
students have the opportunity to get involved with some
aspect of the food drive. The easiest way to get involved is

Appeared in the Dec. 2008/Jan. 2009 Issue of the “Jesuit Crusader.”

Mitchell Fry ‘09 and katey Houck ‘09 load food boxes into waiting cars at
the annual JHS food drive. Photo courtesy of Laura Staley ‘12.

For the Love of the JHS Band
By NeiL kirkPAtriCk ’09

Jesuit band: perhaps the most unnoticed gem of Jesuit
High School. The band program, headed by Mr. Al Kato
for twenty solid years, sent ten students to the Western
International Band Clinic this year, more than ever before.
While WIBC isn’t a competition, it is a prestigious
event. So why doesn’t anyone know or care about band?
“We don’t compete,” said senior Marshall Martin.
“We’ve never gone to a state competition for band.”
A school dominated by success in sports, drama, and
choir, Jesuit thrives on competition.
While the band certainly has outstanding musical
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Campus Corner
talent, it lacks the ability to win a state championship or
similar competition because of its small size.
The JHS band has been resigned to playing at sporting
events and annual recitals with small attendance.
“We go to everything,” Marshall said. “Jesuit should
come check us out.”
One particularly proficient and successful musician is
senior Daniel Griffith. Griffith, in addition to attending
WIBC for his third year, is the first All State musician from
JHS since 2005.
“Band is awesome, fun, and developmental. It’s not up
to par in terms of size, so we can’t really ‘compete.’ There’s
little instrumentation; we’re missing some core instruments.
But it’s still awesome,” said Griffith.
Because JHS has such a strong pull for athletes and
thespians, musicians are often left in the dark.
Jesuit does not have a strong reputation in music,
and as a result, the attractiveness for prospective student
muscians is very low.
Because the JHS band lacks promises of glory and
championships, the participating musicians are solely in it
for the love of the art.
“There’s no real spotlight for us, so we’re all in it because
we love the music,” said Martin.
“I love sports, and I love pep band. I can’t wait for
basketball season,” said Griffith. “I will be nice in the gym,
where people can hear us. And by the way, this year we
want a page in the yearbook.”

memory.
The hard work led to five Metro titles.
In the playoffs, all teams made it to the quarterfinals, an
incredible feat, which shows the talent and work of athletes
at all levels of Jesuit athletics.
The volleyball team won state, defeating Central
Catholic in the semifinals in one of the best matches the
state has ever seen, winning in five sets, with the fifth going
to sudden death. Junior Ali Grauert was named co-player of
the year and co-player of the match.
“It was an amazing year, and it was really amazing
to finally make it past the quarterfinals,” said sophomore
hitter Elizabeth Brenner. “The game with Central Catholic
was one of the hardest and most competitive matches I
have ever played in.”
Both Brenner and Grauert were named first team
all-state, with junior Haley Feest earning an Honorable
Mention.
In football, Jesuit lost in an amazing game with rival
Lake Oswego. The semifinal matchup could have gone either
way, with Lake Oswego winning on a late touchdown 3228. The season finished with the team going an impressive
10-2.
“Even though this wasn’t the way we wanted it to end,
we gave it one heck of a run,” said senior tailback Anthony
Blake.
The men’s soccer team lost in the quarterfinals to
eventual state champion Grant High School in a nailbitting
1-0 loss. The team finished with a winning 9-2-6 record,
outpacing expectations for a team that was thought to be
too young to compete. “We really played our hearts out and
we showed people that Jesuit soccer is back,” said senior
forward Tyler Collins.
In women’s soccer, the girls lost in a game of endurance.
Finishing regulation with a 0-0 tie, they battled with Lincoln
throughout both overtimes; then the game progressed to
penalty kicks. Jesuit eventually lost in one of the tightest
matches the state has ever seen. Lincoln went on to win
state.
Senior Charlotte Dugoni won Metro-league player of
the year for leading a tough defense which only allowed
one regular season goal all year.
“It was really unfortunate that we had to play Lincoln
so early,” said senior defender Kate Beaudoin, “because that
game should have been for all the marbles.”
On the women’s side of cross country, Jesuit dominated,
beating the second place team 36-108. On the individual
side, sophomore Annemarie Maag won in a smoking fast
time of 18 minutes, 23.3 seconds.
“It was really cool to see the young girls on the team
step up and run amazingly at state,” said senior team
captain Noelle VanRysselberghe.
The men’s cross country team also dominated the meet,

Appeared in the Dec. 2008/Jan. 2009 Issue of the “Jesuit Crusader.”

the Jesuit High School band in all its glory. Photo courtesy of Neil
kirkpatrick ‘09

2008 Fall Sports Conquests
By CONNOr CAHiLL ‘09

Throughout the years, Jesuit’s athletic teams have
amassed many championships and titles, but this fall sports
season was one of the strongest single seasons in recent
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beating defending champion Central Catholic 27-79. The
men had five runners in the top-10, a true team win. Senior
Andy Kiyokawa placed third in the meet.
“We really came together this year as a team and ran as
a pack,” said Kiyowkawa.
“Every team has performed to the best of their ability,”
said Athletic Director Mike Hughes. “Anything can happen
in the playoffs. You need both talent and luck.”
This year’s early success continues to show Jesuit’s
ability to compete with the best of Oregon in all sports.

University in Pittsburgh, PA where he acquired his B.S. in
1983. Afterwards, he attended John Hopkins University for
his PhD which he obtained in 1989.
Shortly after acquiring his PhD, Professor Benjamin
became a professor at Harvey Mudd in Claremont, CA, a
small college with roughly 750 students.
Of all his classes, Professor Benjamin’s favorite to teach
are Discrete Math, Number Theory, and others that relate
to Discrete Math.
“I’m a big fan of the Fibonacci numbers,” said Professor
Benjamin during his question and answer session with Dr.
Gorman’s students.
Fibonacchi numbers are widely known as special
numbers in the world of mathematics because the sum
of any two consecutive Fibonacci numbers is the next
Fibonacci number.
Professor Benjamin answered numerous questions
about his performance, and went into a great deal of
depth explaining Fibonacci numbers and their behavior.
In addition, Professor Benjamin explained how to solve a
magic square for any birthday, showing that it was only
algebra and basic math.
“I love the way he makes math exciting and interesting
to a wide audience,” said Dr. Gorman. “He’s humorous and
has lightning fast mind for calculation.”
Professor Benjamin concluded his question and answer
session by revealing that his favorite number was 2520,
although his reason for this remains a mystery.

Appeared in the Dec. 2008/Jan. 2009 Issue of the “Jesuit Crusader.”

Noelle van rysselberghe ‘09 & Payton Schutte ‘11 compete on the
women’s cross country team, winning the league title and state
championship this year.

Appeared in the October 2008 Issue of the “Jesuit Crusader.”

Magical Equations
By CArL COtA-rOBLeS ‘10

As the mathemagician began his finale, the stunned
crowd sat in silence, watching and listening to him race
through calculations in his head at lightning fast speeds.
Upon achieving his ten-digit result, he was applauded by
Jesuit students and faculty.
Not many people have the talent that Professor Arthur
Benjamin, PhD, a professor at Harvey Mudd College,
displayed at his mathemagics performance on Thursday,
October 9, 2008.
“He’s a very excellent entertainer,” said Dr. John
Gorman.
During his performance, Professor Benjamin was able to
arouse the interest of many in the Jesuit crowd, especially
those who were particularly intrigued by math.
“I thought his way of solving problems was an
interesting way I probably never would’ve thought of,” said
junior Lawrence Barrett from both Dr. Gorman’s Linear
Algebra and Number Theory classes.
Professor Benjamin grew up in Cleveland, Ohio.
As a college student, he first attended Carnegie Mellon

Mathemagician Arthur Benjamin stuns and amazes the Jesuit student body
at an assembly in October 2008.

Student & Faculty Spotlights
Two talented sisters, two swimmers and a heroic JHS
faculty member are highlighted in the spotlights. Keep
turning to read their stories.
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Student Spotlight
Jesuit’s Most Talented Sisters

fundraiser, and they will have a number of performances in
the Portland area in the coming months.

By CAMiLLe NiCOLLe eStABiLLO ’09

Appeared in the Dec. 2008/Jan. 2009 Issue of the “Jesuit Crusader.”

Two Swimmers in the Spotlight
By keNdALL Bryer ‘09

Imagine it is Christmas vacation. You find yourself
scrambling out of bed at 4:40 a.m. and grabbing your
towel and Speedo while rushing to your car through the
uninviting 30-degree winter weather. Welcome to the
typical morning of a Division I bound, super swimmer.
For you, swimming 5,000 yards a day before the sun even
rises may seem crazy, but not for seniors Jacob Bieze and
Connor McCarroll. For these impressive athletes, hard work
is simply second nature.
As most athletes can attest, success is never a given;
it must be earned. Luckily for Bieze and McCarroll,
determination to succeed is an attribute neither lacks.
“Many people do not understand the difficulty and
time commitment required for swimming,” said McCarroll.
“People do not realize how much time must be spent
working on stroke technique. It can take years of practice
to perfect one stroke.”
With both signed to continue their success at the
Division I level, these athletes are poised to continue their
outstanding athletic careers for at least four more years.
However, both agree they could not have done it without
the support from those around them.
“My coach and teammates specifically help me become
the best athlete that I can be,” said McCarroll, who has
signed with swimming powerhouse, University of Michigan,
“but my parents have provided the support that has kept
me going.”
Despite the incredible accomplishments these two
athletes have achieved in their swimming careers, the
time consuming sport does not come without its set backs.
When 24-plus hours are spent in the pool per week, time
constraints often leave few options for school and the social
scene.
“Some nights, I may only get an hour to do my
homework, even if I have a test or paper due the next day,”
said Bieze, who will continue swimming next year at Duke
University. “Also, swimming is very socially unrewarding
because we are either too tired to hang out with friends or
have no available time due to practices.”
Despite the obvious social and scholastic strains put on
their lives, for Bieze and McCarroll the sport remains a large
family affair. McCarroll’s mother was a successful collegiate
swimmer, while Bieze’s swimming ties exist because of his
three siblings, who are all actively involved in the sport.
“I began swimming when I was seven because my sister
started swimming,” said Bieze, whose older sister also swims

Meenakshi ‘09 and Nandita ‘11 vanka perform a traditional indian dance.

Senior Meenakshi Vanka and sophomore Nandi Vanka
have been studying the Indian classical dance form Bharatanatyam for eleven years.
Although their arangetrum, or dance “graduation,” was
held at Lakeridge High School a little over a month ago,
they continue to practice with their mother and instructor
Sivagami Vanka.
An arangetrum is an exciting step for any dancer; it is a
culmination of all their previous study.
“I remember my mother telling me that she had
dreamed about the day of my arangetrum when I was born.
It was amazing, but it was definitely stressful,” says Nandi
Vanka.
The practice also requires amazing dedication; before
their performance, the siblings rehearsed for as much as
three and a half hours per day.
They have now retired to a schedule of about three
hours of practice per week; Nandi Vanka acknowledges
that all the time spent with her family members can lead
to some tension.
“Working with my mom has been challenging at times
because it’s easy to let personal issues into the class, but in
all it’s really rewarding. She pushes me to do better,” she
says.
Bharatanatyam, the form of dance the sisters are
involved in, is made up of two key components: the nritha
dance movements, and bavaam, or facial expression and
storytelling involved. Bharatanatyam is the oldest form of
Indian dance and an integral part of the Hindu religion.
“This is special to me because I get to work hard, and at
the same time, I learn more about my culture,” says Meena
Vanka.
The two performed in Salem for a Mercy Corps
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at Duke.
When it is all said and done, Bieze’s and McCarroll’s
achievements in the pool are nothing short of impressive
and are deserving of some high class Jesuit congratulations.
So, welcome to the spotlight boys.

Spring ‘09 Dates to Remember:

Appeared in the Dec. 2008/Jan. 2009 Issue of the “Jesuit Crusader.”

•

JHS Online Spring Auction - April 1-8

•

Easter Sunday - April 12

•

Crusader Crunch Alumni Basketball
Tournament - April 16-19

•

Connor McCarroll and Jacob Bieze stand with Sarah Griffin and Shikara
Lowe at a signing ceremony this spring. Photo courtesy of Mike Hughes.

JHS Drama Production: “Twelve Angry Jurors”
April 16-26

•

Grandparents’ Day - April 22

•

JHS Live Auction Gala - May 2

•

State Solo Contest - May 2

•

Mother/Sr. Daughter Mass & Dinner - May 3

•

Liturgy & Crowning of Mary - May 8

•

Jr./Sr. Prom - May 16

•

Baccalaureate Mass - May 30

•

Commencement (JHS) - May 31

•

Frosh/Soph/Jr. Awards Assembly - June 1

•

President’s Appreciation Evening - June 4

Faculty Spotlight
Jason Cammann ‘92 to the Rescue
By JeFF wOOd, JHS GrOUNdSkeePer, wOrk StUdy COOrdiNAtOr & MeN’S
vArSity teNNiS COACH

or caught on fire. As I approached the car, I saw two
people pulling a battered, bloodied woman out from the
steaming vehicle. I helped lay the woman down on the
ground and looked up to see that one of her rescuers was
our own Jason Cammann! Jason saw the woman flip her
car and was the first person on the scene.
As Jason pulled the woman out of her car, I am sure
he realized that he could be in danger. The very real
possibility that the car could catch fire or go over the
edge makes Jason’s action heroic. Jesuit High School can
be very proud of Jason. He put himself in danger to help
someone else.

On the afternoon of January 6, 2009, I was driving on
Scholls Ferry Road
and came upon a
car that had just
flipped over. The car
was upside down
on the edge of an
embankment with
steam and smoke
billowing from its
undercarriage.
My immediate
thought was that
any people inside
needed to get pulled
out before the car
Jason Cammann, JHS teacher and coach,
went over the edge
recently rescued a car crash victim.

•

Jason Cammann graduated from Jesuit in 1992. He has a bachelor’s
degree from Portland State University and a master’s degree from George Fox.
He was hired by Jesuit in 2002 and currently teaches chemistry and coaches
football and baseball. Jason has “tremendous integrity and character and gives
freely of his time for the betterment of others,” said Jesuit varsity football coach
Ken Potter. “Jason does everything with class and excellence.”
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Notes from the Superior
For many years a young man in training to be a
Jesuit is sent to Jesuit High School on what is called an
“experiment.” This year we are fortunate indeed to welcome
Mr. Patrick Cotoure, n.S.J. Patrick is a second year novice.
He is a graduate of Quincy (WA) High School, Big Bend
Community College, and Carroll College. He graduated
from Carroll with a BA in English and writing (a double
major). He has taken a number of philosophy courses,
studied Spanish in high school and in the Novitiate, and
studied German at Carroll. Patrick is a very solid citizen and
is very responsible, smart, and has a lot of common sense.
Patrick will be with us most of second semester. His
experiences here will be one part of the discernment about
whether he will profess vows in the Society of Jesus next
summer. He will be working alongside Fr. Paul Grubb, S.J.
and Mr. Dan Falkner. He will also be involved in many of the
retreats at Jesuit and will coach track in the spring. “Trying
on the shoes” of a Jesuit in the apostolate will provide
valuable information for his discernment, a spiritual and
prayerful decision-making process rooted in the Spiritual
Exercises of Saint Ignatius Loyola.
Meanwhile, the rest of the community remains busy
as well. Father Robinson is very close to finishing his book
on the history of Jesuit High School. Fr. Bill Watson has
completed and submitted his dissertation. Fr. McTighe
helps almost each week at the parish in Arch Cape. Fr. Hayes
and Fr. Robinson have labored to assist at Saint John Fisher
as their pastor recovered from major surgery. Fr. Conroy is

•

Second-year novice Patrick Cotoure has fit right into the JHS community.

now full time at the province headquarters overseeing the
formation of our young Jesuits. Fr. Grubb, Mr. Livaudais
and I have launched into a new semester filled with new
classes and retreats galore. The Jesuit community hosts the
weekly “TGIF” for JHS faculty and staff at our residence and
that keeps us busy (as well as entertained). We are a happy
bunch and blessed to be at JHS.
Blessings,

Fr. J.K. Adams, S.J.
Superior at Jesuit High School
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Alumni Tour - New York
JHS alumni and parents joined John
Gladstone and Mike Schwab ‘86 for an
alumni reception in New York on October
12, 2008, at Operations NY in Soho.
Cedric yau ‘97, Jake Schwartz ‘96, Chad Cooley ‘96 and John Gladstone.
Mary Lang and Courtney Carter ‘00.

elizabeth Bishop ‘03 and tony imperati ‘03.

Mike Schwab ‘86, elizabeth dick ‘08,
Mary dick and John Gladstone.

Alex Brantley ‘04, Joe walsh ‘04
and Matt Goodman ‘04.

•
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Making the Commitment
JHS’ New Jesuit Commitment Program
By Paul HogaN, aCademiC viCe PriNCiPal
PHoto By alex mCdougall ‘09

The students gather in a group session led by the mentor a
few times during the year, to make sure they have met the
progressive set of expectations aligned with the student’s
age and development. For example, freshmen are expected
to attend at least two Chapter One faith-development
sessions, one play, one brownbag lunch session, one or two
ballgames; go on a retreat and to a Coffeehouse, read a book
about a non-American culture, and do eight hours of service
to Jesuit (e.g., by serving as a tour guide at Open House).
Whereas freshmen simply have to attend one of the
many brownbag lunch sessions during the year, seniors are
asked to lead such a session, and to take on advanced levels
of leadership. Students who fulfill all of the requirements
of their Jesuit Commitment program earn one semester of
pass/fail credit. Students who participate during all four
years of high school are recognized as “Ignatian Scholars”
at graduation.

High school is a time for trying new things. Jesuit High
School offers many students their first opportunity to run
cross-country, try lacrosse, audition for a play, strum a guitar
at a coffeehouse, lead an Encounter, start a club, or go on a
homeless immersion. As our alumni know, Jesuit is often a
student’s last chance to participate in these activities.
For freshmen, however, the first days of high school
are not a likely time to take a risk and try something new.
In their first days at JHS, freshmen tend to look around to
see what “everybody else” is doing. We all remember the
feeling: “Are any cool people going to the game, the dance,
the retreat? If everybody else is going, I’ll go too.”
As a result, the perpetual question facing parents, faculty,
counselors, and administrators is: “How can we help Jesuit’s
freshmen get involved in the life of the school?”

The Evolution of an Idea

Last year, JHS Principal Sandy Satterberg came up with
an idea that would encourage freshmen and sophomores
to dive more deeply into activities and also provide
upperclassmen with an incentive to become leaders and
reward them for their participation in school activities.
Thus was born the Jesuit Commitment/Ignatian
Scholars concept, an elective program. Interested students
“commit” to engage in meaningful activities on campus
and in the broader community. Specifically, students agree
to take part in the following: join a club; learn about other
cultures; attend brownbag luncheons, coffeehouses, school
plays and ball games; work on behalf of the environment;
do service work; go on a retreat or two; read a book; and
meet a few times with a faculty mentor.
Sandy Satterberg describes the Jesuit Commitment this
way: “We want to help our students see how the fabric of their
Jesuit education is woven from many threads: academics,
campus ministry, Christian service, and co-curriculars. We
also want our freshmen to find a home, become involved,
and feel welcome. And we want all Jesuit students to learn
more about our world and become leaders.”

emma onasch‘12 and irvin Seo ‘10 perform at a student-run coffeehouse
in december 2008

The “JC Effect”

In its inaugural year, we estimated that around 100
students would sign up for the Jesuit Commitment. Imagine
our amazement when over 500 of Jesuit’s 1,150 students
signed up for this brand-new program. Sophomore Cermak
Bland explains, “The JC/Ignatian Scholar program has led
me to try a lot of different activities. Through this program,
I have met new people and joined enjoyable activities that
I thought I would never try. The Ignatian Scholar program
has helped me grow into a more open person.”
This year, when the freshmen look around to see if
anyone else is joining Link Crew, or Model UN, or going to
a brownbag lunch, or on the freshman overnight retreat,
they realize that everyone is doing something. In the 200910 school year, Jesuit students have signed up for clubs and
activities in record numbers, making it more likely that
they will make friends, expand their horizons, and really
find a home in the Jesuit High community. For example,
hundreds of students signed up for Link Crew and the
Ambassadors, two programs which connect current students
with freshmen and eighth graders, respectively. In 2008-09,
we have 234 Ambassadors and 270 members of Link Crew,

Principal Sandy Satterberg meets with some of the students in her Jesuit
Commitment group.

Students who sign up for the Jesuit Commitment/
Ignatian Scholars program are assigned a faculty mentor.
•

15

•

meaning both groups’ enrollments are up about 25%. This
growth is directly attributable to the Jesuit Commitment,
or the “JC Effect.”

explains, “I don’t know that the Ignatian Scholars Program
prompted me to join any new activities, as I was already
involved up to my neck in all that is Jesuit. However, the
program serves as a good reminder why those activities
are important to the community, and what students can
receive from involving themselves in every aspect of the
Profile of the Graduate at Graduation. The program also
serves as good motivation to stay motivated.”
In addition to leading clubs, Ben and his fellow upper
class “Ignatian Scholars” are asked to attend an international
film, help out with Multicultural Week or other Unity Club
activities, and begin to develop a plan for college.

Living Jesuit Values

kellan Griffin ‘10, Connor Letourneau ‘09 and Neil kirkpatrick ‘09
participated in the drama department’s “One Acts” this spring.

As freshman Laurel Skinner says, “Signing up for
the Jesuit Commitment has pushed me to become really
involved with the community, and I greatly appreciate it. I
have become part of the celebrations at Mass by performing
with the liturgy band, and that is awesome. I feel a greater
connection with the school because I am getting to know
it from a variety of angles, and getting to see more of what
Jesuit offers.”
Liturgy band is one of the activities that fulfills part of
the Jesuit Commitment. This year, like the Link Crew and
Ambassador programs, the liturgy band’s membership, and
thus its harmonies, have soared. The JC Effect is spilling over
to other clubs as well. Model United Nations, mock trial,
robotics and student faith-support groups have welcomed
dozens of new members.
For upperclassmen already heavily involved in activities,
the Jesuit Commitment/Ignatian Scholars program helps
to frame their experience, and offers them credit for their
devotion to the school. As energetic senior Ben Rehbein

One of the most significant benefits of the Jesuit
Commitment program is that it encourages students to
explore important Jesuit values which do not fit neatly into
existing departments and programs. For instance, in recent
years Jesuit High has been called by world events and the
Society of Jesus to increase students’ knowledge of and
concern for the environment and international affairs. The
JC program provides a structure for them to do so.
In addition to joining activities and reading a book,
students who sign up for the Jesuit Commitment are
expected to provide eight hours of service to their school
(frosh), parish (sophs), or to the environment (juniors).
Students get to choose their service, which could mean
serving as a member of Jesuit’s Green Team, collecting
recyclables, coaching CYO, leading a retreat at their parish,
or pulling ivy at a local park.
If you visit Jesuit any weekday afternoon, you will run
into young people building robots, playing the stock market
game, filling food boxes, creating origami, playing hoops,
building sets, or heading out to retreats and immersions.
Thanks to the Jesuit Commitment/Ignatian Scholars
program, even more of our students are getting to experience
these uniquely Jesuit activities, thereby enriching their high
school experience and giving them a deeper sense of what
it means to have a true Ignatian education.

the Green team Service Club. in the 2009-10 school year, Jesuit students have signed up for clubs and activities in record numbers, making it more likely
that they will make friends, expand their horizons, and really find a home in the Jesuit High community.

Blazers-Crusaders Night!
March 4, 2009 - Rose Garden

rob Fallow ’91, Jason Hedges ’91, Martell webster (Seattle Prep ’05),
Chris Zervis ’92, Chris Bowles ’91 and kevin Sanger ’92.

Jesuit High School’s
41st Annual Auction
Begin the journey!
Online Auction
April 1-8, 2009
Live Auction Gala
Saturday, May 2, 2009
Back: Ashley Amato, kathy Baarts, Martel webster, Mike Pranger ‘74.
Front: Claire Schmidt, Siobhan Salzman, Liam Salzman, diane Salzman
and Salyna Blue.

Visit our website:
www.jesuitportland.org
(click “Events,” then “Auction”)
Purchase Auction tickets online!

Corrections
Alice Gilbaugh’s death was listed in the In Memoriam
section of the summer 2008 “Age Quod Agis” (page
45). Lisa Gilbaugh ‘98 was accidentally omitted as an
alumnus related to Alice.

Auction Office
(503) 292-6969
auction@jesuitportland.org

doug Foran ‘71 was inadvertently omitted from the Class
of 1971, Alumni Annual Giving Section (page 45) in the
President’s Report (fall 2008).

Auction graphic designed by Rebecca Lawler ‘09
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Addicted to Service
By tOryN SLAter ‘09

Near the end of our trip, each surgeon gave me the
opportunity to scrub in on one of his cases and assist
with surgery. During the first case, which consisted of two
inguinal hernia repairs, I acted as the physician’s assistant,
holding retractors and providing the surgeon with any
needed assistance.
My second surgery in Peru turned into an experience
that will be forever etched in my memory. The case also
involved two inguinal hernia repairs.
During the repair on the patient’s left side, I again held
instruments for the surgeon while he repaired the hernia.
Then a series of words came out of the surgeon’s mouth
that I will never forget:
“Now I want you to administer this local anesthetic in
the patient’s pelvic region,” said the surgeon.
“Does he really want me to do this?” I thought to
myself.
I listened to his request and took the syringe out of
the surgeon’s hand. He explained how to administer the

My eleven-day trip to Qoya, Peru as the primary
translator for a general surgery team with Medical Teams
International in November 2008 exposed me to an electric,
addictive sense of fulfillment that I will never forget.
Although I was the only one under the age of 18 on the
team, I returned from the trip as a relatively experienced
physician’s assistant.
We spent our week in Peru performing cholecystectomies
(gall bladder removals) and hernia repairs at a local clinic
in Qoya. We evaluated close to thirty patients. During
the evaluation period, I translated the information given
to me by the Peruvian patients and then relayed the
doctors’ input back to the patients. Once surgeries began,
I provided additional translation in the pre-operation
and recovery rooms, explaining to the patients what was
being done and alerting medical professionals of any major
complaints. When each case ended, I helped with the
sterilization process, scrubbing instruments and operating
the sterilization machines.
•
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While these experiences provide evidence of my
academic, career, and professional ambitions, they also
provide a window into my broader character and the way
I approach all facets of life: I cherish all opportunities and
engage in all my activities with energy and drive.

anesthetic, and I proceeded to insert the needle where the
incision was going to be made. Then the surgeon handed
me the knife.
“Now I want you to make an incision,” he told me.
When I encountered difficulties making the incision, I
was suddenly brought back to the reality I was only a high
school student.
“Come on! Be a man about it,” joked the surgeon after
my failed attempt to penetrate the skin and make the one
and one half inch incision between the two points where I
had administered the anesthetic.
“Ok, calm down Toryn. You can do this,” I thought to
myself, realizing how lucky I was to be given the opportunity
to participate in this surgery.
The poorly ventilated operating room had me covered
in sweat as I tried making the incision again, this time
hoping I could penetrate the skin.
“Nice job Toryn.” It was good hearing a sincere
comment from the sarcastic general surgeon after my
successful incision. At that moment, it assured me I had
maintained his trust.
After administering the anesthetic and making the
incision, I learned how to use a cautery to cut through
the fascia layer and find the hernia. When the hernia was
located, I helped insert the plastic mesh that covers it and
was allowed to do some suturing.
That hour in the operating room will remain with me
forever. I will never forget the joy and shock I felt after
hearing these words from the patient shortly after the
surgery:
“Muchas gracias, doctor.”
“Thank you very much, doctor.” I had just been called a
doctor at age seventeen. It is a feeling that cannot be put
into words. It made me realize how limited health care is
in many countries and how fortunate I am to live in the
United States. It made me want to do more.
While I know I still have a long way to go before I become
a surgeon, I will never forget the rush of excitement I felt
being able to help cure the patient’s needs through surgery.
I am extremely eager to learn more after this glimpse into
the career of a surgeon.
My trip to Peru is part of a greater passion for languages
and providing service to those who are marginalized that
began my freshman year of high school as a result of my
Jesuit education. My love for languages started at a much
younger age, as I went to a Spanish Immersion school
beginning at age three and lived in Spain for four months
in eighth grade. After being introduced to service in high
school, I wanted to put my gift with languages to good
use. I am so fortunate to have been educated in the Jesuit
tradition, as this educational environment awakened
my inner hunger toward serving others. This passion for
service has led me to live on one dollar a day, visit a leprosy
residency in Ecuador and assist with surgery in Peru. My
extensive experience serving others while traveling abroad
has also confirmed my interest in cultural adventure and
working with diverse cross sections of people.
•

toryn with one of his patients and his family in Peru.

where in the world is Peru?
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Alpha tessema ‘09, Anthony Blake ‘09, diversity director elaine Forde, Gail Hardy ‘09, trailblazer Martel webster, Biana Bumpers ‘12, Paul Marshall ‘09,
Mervonce Osbourne ‘09, and mentor Chris Bowles ‘09 pose for a photo during intermission of the play “Apollo” at Portland Center Stage on January 29,
2009, an activity sponsored by the JHS African-American Alumni Mentors Group.

Diverse Activities Enrich Students
By eLAiNe FOrde, diverSity direCtOr

Local area professionals
One
hundred
sixty
also spoke to the students
African-American students
including Natasha Butler,
who attend Jesuit high
educational director at De
schools across the west coast
La Salle North Catholic, and
descended on Jesuit High,
alumni, Lisa Wanjala ‘99,
Portland, for the 13th annual
Salam Tessema ’07, Larry
African-American Summit
Jackson ‘86, and George
on October 19-20, 2008.
Weatheroy
‘75.
Pastor
This
year’s
theme,
Wilbert Hardy, Jr., a current
“Yes We Can,” was woven
Jesuit High School parent,
throughout the two days of
led the group through a
activities and speakers.
dynamic prayer service to
Nationally-known
conclude the event.
speaker Keith Hawkins from
The summit is held
Sacramento,
California,
yearly
at a different Jesuit
spoke
directly
to
the
Alpha tessema ‘09 gets down at the African-American Summit.
high school in the northwest
students about challenges
and provides an opportunity for students to share issues
he faced growing up as a minority and motivated them
they face in coming to our schools and to hear mentors talk
to take ownership in their education and future. Using
to them about being successful in high school, college and
humor, small group discussions and fast moving activities,
their careers.
he captivated the audience for over three hours.
•
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Being able to attend the AfricanAmerican Summit has been the
highlight of my time here at Jesuit.
Having the opportunity to talk to
other students from different Jesuit
schools has made my high school
experience a lot easier, knowing that
their experiences are so similar to
mine.

I had the opportunity to help
Elaine Forde with the AfricanAmerican Summit and it was an
incredible experience. Elaine asked me
to make sure our Jesuit students were
checked in and help monitor their
behavior during the day, so I was able
to sit in on all that was going on.
The entire day was a huge learning

It helps me put some of the
negative experiences that I have had
in the prospective, and not take it
personally. Every year I look forward
to hearing the different speakers
come and talk to us, and this year I
really enjoyed everyone who came
and shared their stories with us. Just
listening to them made me feel much
more confident in myself, and made
me want to make a change in our
community.
The summit really brings the
black students in our community
closer together, and gives us an
opportunity to talk with each other
about some of the issues we have to
deal with at our schools. The AfricanAmerican Summit is a great tradition
at Jesuit High School and allows the
black students at all the Jesuit schools
to feel like they can make a big impact
on society.
Morayor Essieh ‘09

and eye-opening experience for me.
When we first started, I was acutely
aware that I was one of only three or
four Caucasian people in the group
of around 180. Being in the minority
like that is something I have only
experienced once before in my lifetime.
That part alone made me wonder how
it feels for our students to be the only
different one in a classroom, and
wonder if people’s reaction to them is
because of who they are or the color
of their skin.
As the day went on, we had several
great speakers who talked about some
of the struggles they faced, or the
students will probably face in their
lifetime simply because of the color
of their skin—something I haven’t
ever had to worry about since I’m part
of the majority. We also did stuff in
smaller groups where I heard one of our
students mention it wasn’t easy being
the only African-American student in
a class here. It made me wonder what
other stories our students have that we
as educators just haven’t heard yet.
•
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trailblazer basektball player Martell webster
and Bianca Bumpers ‘12 take an opportunity
for a photo during intermission of “Apollo,”
a play about the history of the U.S. space
program and the civil rights movement.

One of the speakers, Keith
Hawkins, had been here previously
and was incredible. He did a fantastic
job connecting with the students
and speaking life into them. He had
fantastic things to say.
Overall, the Summit was a very
positive experience for the students
and the adults who were present. It
gave us the opportunity to hear other
people’s stories and to share some of
our own, allowing us to recognize
how we are similar, and that we are
all valuable and important in our
communities.
I don’t know how the rotation for
hosting the Summit goes, but if we
can host it again, I hope we take that
opportunity as soon as possible. I think
it’s a great thing to have on campus for
our students. As I discovered, it can be
a great learning opportunity for our
faculty as well.
Jennifer Adams,
JHS Athletic Trainer

An Unusually Beautiful Place
My Journey to the Galápagos islands
By JeNNie COUrNiA ‘97

While in the Everglades, we learned about the many
water issues and invasive species that are changing the
dynamic of Florida’s main water source—topics that would
resurface as we learned more about the Galápagos Islands.
The highlight of our time in the Everglades was a “wet
walk,” an opportunity to wade through the waters of the
Everglades and encounter plants and insects in an up-close
and personal way. Our wet walk culminated in a cedar dome
formed by a canopy of cedar trees surrounding a deep pool
of water, supposedly home to a few alligators. Needless to
say, I was very careful where I stepped.
Day three of our trip took us to Quito, Ecuador, where
we would catch a flight the next morning to the Galápagos.
At close to 10,000 feet in elevation, Quito is the highest
capitol city in the world. During this time, we acquainted
ourselves with our study leader, Dr. Arturo Keller from
the UC Bren school of Environmental Science. Dr. Keller
instantly bonded with the group and was a tremendous
asset. Although he had never visited the Galápagos, his
expertise in environmental management and specialty
in water issues educated us as we learned more about the
unique ecosystem and water issues facing the islands.
the following excerpts are directly from my travel
journal.

Jennie and fellow Jesuit alum Lisa Bunn ‘06, who was studying
enviornmental science for the semester in the islands.

When you hear the words volcanic wasteland and hell
on earth, what images come to mind? Does it sound like
a place you would enjoy visiting? Can you believe that
thousands of people travel to such a place every year? This
place is the Galápagos Islands. Described by early explorers
as Las Encantadas (the enchanted islands), the Galápagos
intrigued many who were washed upon its shores. Seemingly
prehistoric creatures roamed the land and sea, each one
adapting to survive in the harsh equatorial sun where little
fresh water existed and food was scarce.
Located on the equator 600 miles off the coast of
Ecuador, Las Encantadas are home to unique flora, fauna
and geology. The Galápagos are constantly changing, in
part due to the geological hot spot that lies beneath them.
This “hot spot” is an upwelling of molten magma from
which the volcanic islands are formed and which constantly
changes and shapes them as they travel eastward along
what is referred to as a “geological conveyor belt.”
Each of the Galápagos islands is unique in the type of
marine animals and birds it attracts, making the Galápagos
an excellent example of a concept called adaptive radiation,
in which a species quickly adapts to diversify and occupy
available niches, including sources of food, habitat and
climate adaptations.

Day 4: To the Galápagos Islands
and Beyond

Our time in Quito was short lived, for our flight to
the Galápagos left early the next morning. As we land and
deplane on the tarmac, we can’t help but wonder what it
was like for sailors to happen upon these islands—to be
excited at the prospect of land, but to find so little growing
on them. Plants and animals first arrived in the Galápagos
by one of three methods: 1) Air, 2) Sea, 3) Transported by
birds. This narrowed down the number of species that could
even travel to the islands, not to mention survive there.
Although many plant seeds and animals probably made it
to the Galápagos, it is likely that many did not survive.

Day 5: Highlands of San Cristóbal

In the Galápagos, you do not need to increase your
elevation by much for the entire scenery to change. With
a 20-minute bus ride, we leave the warm, sunny beaches
of San Cristóbal and enter a thick layer of low-lying clouds
and densely packed vegetation. The temperature drops and
the air becomes very moist, providing much needed water
to the lush greenery of the foliage unique to this area. As we
trek up a muddy path too slippery for the bus to maneuver
safely, we come upon the Galápagos Islands’ only freshwater
source—a volcanic crater that is now a lake, 600 meters
wide and 6 meters deep. Called El Junco after a type of sage
grass, the lake provides water for bathing when it is pumped
to the city below. Unfortunately, the water is not potable,
so inhabitants of San Cristóbal have to buy purified water
rather than risk getting sick from the tap water.

Days 1-3: The Adventure Begins

In late November 2008, I traveled with 29 other U.S.
teachers to the Galápagos Islands through the Toyota
International Teacher Program. As teachers of all subjects
and grade levels, each one of us brought a unique perspective
and area of expertise. Despite our many differences, we all
cared deeply about the environment and sought to find
creative ways to bring interdisciplinary approaches to our
classrooms regarding environmental awareness.
The first two days of our travel began in Miami and the
Everglades, where we met our fellow teaching colleagues
and learned about Toyota’s commitment to help preserve
the Galápagos and educate Galapagueño and American
teachers about the issues the islands face.
•
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snorkeling Cerro Brujo, a location further down the coast of
San Cristóbal. This is only my second time snorkeling and I
thoroughly enjoy taking in all the sights underwater.
Tonight we are rocked to sleep by the gentle motion of
the M/V Santa Cruz as it rolls along the ocean currents and
travels to the next island in our journey—Española.

After visiting El Junco, we visit La Galapaguera, a
nearby farm where we meet a local farmer who practices
sustainable farming with his cattle, chickens, and produce.
Beaming from the moment we meet him, he gladly shows
us around his farm, offering samples of the many delicious
fruits grown there. The volcanic rock bed adds nutrients to
the soil, producing a very fertile area for growing crops. We
end our time with him by savoring a cup of home harvested
and roasted coffee and then a delicious drink of bamboo
water.

Day 8: Española & Floreana

After disembarking on Española Island, we see many
unique and magnificent animals such as blue footed boobies,
Nazca boobies, swallow-tail gulls, Galápagos hawks, and my
personal favorite, the waved albatross.
Blue-footed boobies earn their name from the Spanish
word bobo meaning clown, a good description of these
birds with brightly colored feet. The bluer the feet, the more
attractive they are to the opposite sex. In their courtship
displays, they show off the blueness of their feet as they lift
them up and dance around.
The waved albatross is a critically endangered species
that spends most of its life at sea, using its six to seven foot
wingspan to ride air currents for days and weeks at a time.
Española is the only place in the world where these majestic,
monogamous birds breed. When they land back on the
shores of Española for breeding, they reunite with their
partner through an intricate courtship ritual that includes
a very rhythmic dance as they tap their beaks together and
circle about each other.
In the afternoon we go deep-water snorkeling at a rock
formation called Devil’s Crown, an area where many sharks
and other marine life pass by and where you must be a
good swimmer to navigate the strong ocean currents. We
see countless fish, coral reefs, rays and even a few whitetipped sharks.
In the evening, we disembark on the island of Floreana
at Punta Cormorant where we see flamingos (probably
immigrants from the Caribbean), sting rays and a beautiful
sunset.

Day 6: Thanksgiving

Students at instituto Alejandro Humboldt, a local school.

Today begins with a visit to a local school, Instituto
Alejandro Humboldt, where I assist in English and
mathematics classes for middle and high school students.
The Galápagos Board of Education is working hard to
revamp their curriculum to improve student proficiency
in English and heighten student awareness of the need
to protect the majestic beauty and resources surrounding
them. Tourism is the main industry in the Galápagos. A
proficiency in English and an awareness of the outside
world will be critical in the coming years if students would
like to stay in the Galápagos and find work.
This evening we are presented with a real turkey
dinner, Galápagos-style. For entertainment, local residents
perform a mambo for us and invite us to join. This is the
first time we meet the eight Galapagueño teachers who
will be traveling with us to a few of the other islands.
Tomorrow we will be placed in work groups and asked to
begin creating an interdisciplinary lesson plan that revolves
around environmental education.

Day 9: Fernandina

Fernandina is one of everyone’s favorite islands. The
youngest island in this archipelago, Fernandina is still
located over the Galápagos hotspot. Due to its youth,
vegetation other than mangroves and small cacti has not
had a chance to take root in its terrain of volcanic lava.
Despite the lack of food on land, animals that use the sea
as a food source thrive here. Marine iguanas, sea turtles,
sea lions, flightless cormorants and sally lightfoot crabs are
prevalent.
Marine iguanas are one of the most unique animals in
the Galápagos. Related to the land iguana, the marine iguana
adapted to find food underwater, where it was prevalent,
rather than on land where food was scarce. Marine iguanas
spend the day warming their reptilian bodies in the sun,
and then dive into the cold waters to eat red and green
algae. While eating, they take in too much salt with their
diet and have developed special glands that allow them to

Day 7: Boarding the
M/V Santa Cruz

As we board the 100 passenger ship that will be our home
for the next three nights, we are greeted by an energetic
staff who inform us of our first expedition: hiking and
•
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500 pound giant tortoises. The farm land is located in the
natural migration path of the tortoises as they leave the
highlands and travel toward the coast to lay their eggs.
Imagine walking along a path lined by tall grasses only to
come around a bend in the path and see a slow-moving
giant tortoise in front of you!

sneeze out excess salt once on land.
Flightless cormorants are the only flightless species of
the 29 species of cormorants found worldwide. Most likely
carried to the Galápagos from South America on air currents,
these birds had no predators and found all their food under
water. Over time, their need to have functioning wings
diminished and today they have scrawny little wings and
cannot fly. Instead, they have developed strong and large
webbed feet and are streamlined to be expert swimmers.
We come across a pair of rare courting flightless cormorants
who begin their courtship with the male offering the female
a token gift of seaweed. Completely unafraid of humans,
the courting cormorants come within three feet of us,
cooing and waltzing together, their bright turquoise eyes a
reflection of the blue ocean.
In the afternoon, we go deep-water snorkeling again
in the Bolivar Channel near the sea horse shaped island
of Isabela. We see animals that thrive in these cold waters:
penguins, fur seals and sea turtles.

Days 14-15: Quito

The trip finishes in Quito with some cultural expeditions.
Mine take me to the Mitad del Mundo, or equator line,
where I try numerous experiments such as balancing an
egg on the head of a nail and watching which direction
water drained on the equator (straight down), south of
the equator (clockwise) and north of the equator (counter
clockwise). The evening ends with a ride on a chiva, or an
open-air bus complete with a band riding along on top.

Home Again

Now that I am back home, I plan to share what I learned
with as many people as possible—most importantly with
my students. The things we do here in the United States
affect other parts of the world more than we often realize. I
hope to help my students see their impact as we study the
topic of energy during second semester.
If you would like to learn more about the Galápagos, I
would love to hear from you. There are numerous books and
video resources available—some in Jesuit’s own library!

Days 10-13: Santa Cruz

Jennie meets a giant local tortoise on the island of Santa Cruz.

We embark on Santa Cruz to find its main city, Porta
Ayora, much larger than we anticipate. When one thinks
of the Galápagos Islands, humans and cities do not usually
come to mind. However, with an increasing tourism
industry, more and more people are trying to move to the
Galápagos to escape mainland Ecuador and begin a better
life.
One of the highlights of our time on Santa Cruz is a
visit to another sustainable farm where farmers teach locals
how to raise their own non-invasive crops with organic
fertilizers. Here, we are each given a native scalesia tree
sapling which we plant. In time, the farmers plan to send
us photos and updates on the growth of our trees. One type
of scalesia tree found on Santa Cruz is now very scarce due
to the construction and building that is occurring on the
island.
While touring the farm, we happen upon numerous
•

A juvenile sea lion rests in the shade during a hot equatorial afternoon.

Further Resources:
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•

Charles Darwin Foundation
(http://www.darwinfoundation.org)

•

Galápagos Conservancy
(http://www.galapagos.org/2008)

•

Galápagos: The Islands that Changed the World
(BBC Video)

•

“My Father’s Island” by Johanna Angermeyer

•

“Plundering Paradise” by Michael D’Orso

•

“Galápagos” by Paul D. Stewart

Athletics
Athletics and Service
On a weekend toward the end of
January, the entire men’s and women’s
basketball teams volunteered in fourhour shifts at Jesuit to help run a threeday youth basketball tournament. Just
a few weekends later, over 50 members
of the JHS track team showed up early
on a Saturday morning to shovel bark
dust over our new running trails on
the south end of campus.
In fact, almost all twenty-two
sports at Jesuit have a designated
service project built into their season.
Whether it is the football team helping
at the auction or moving books for
the used book sale, the soccer teams
greeting guests at the President’s
Appreciation Dinner, or the ski team
moving hundreds of Christmas
trees for our booster club fundraiser,
student athletes at Jesuit are gaining
valuable service experience through
their teams.
Perhaps the Christian call to
charity and service, however, is
best modeled by the parents and
volunteers who serve our student
athletes. Rich Ulring, for example,
has been the “voice of the Crusaders”
as our football, track and basketball
announcer for over 26 years. Ron
Caldwell and his faithful chain gang
football crew have been showing
up at varsity football games for so
many years, that no one at Jesuit can
remember when those faithful and
faith-filled dads and granddads have
not served our school. Judy Keene
was our volleyball scorekeeper and
high jump official when her daughter

attended our school in the late 1990s,
but she still shows up every game and
meet to help out.
For the past few years, Bruce
Chaddock has shown up at 3:00 p.m.
each Friday in the fall (long before
the 7:30 p.m. kick-off) to set up the
field and press box for the big game.
For those who have attended a men’s
basketball JV or varsity game in the past
decade, you probably have purchased
your ticket from Bill Johnson or Peter
Redding, who now bring their wives,
children, and grandchildren to help
sell and receive tickets. Whenever
one starts listing heroes, inevitably,
deserving names will be left off the list,
but Jesuit is extremely appreciative of
all volunteers for their support and
faith in our programs.

JHS football players Kenny ulrich ‘10 (#74) and
michael lockwood ‘09 (#33).

Seniors Charlotte dugoni (university of montana, soccer), Kate Beaudoin (Santa Clara university,
soccer), anthony Blake (Holy Cross university, football) and Scott Williams (yale university, football)
signed letters of intent on February 4, 2009.

Fall Sports Scoreboard
Men’s Cross Country

9-0

Varsity Women’s Soccer

12-2-0

Varsity Football

10-2

(State Champions; League Champions)

(State Quarterfinalist; League Champions)

(State Semifinalist; League Champions)

Women’s Cross Country

JV Women’s Soccer
JV2 Women’s Soccer

12-1-1
13-0-1

JV Football
Freshman Football

7-1-6

Varsity Volleyball

14-0

9-2-3
4-9-1

JV Volleyball
JV2 Volleyball

Visit the JHS athletics website at
www.jesuitportland.org
(click on “Athletics”) for more
information about all sports!

9-0

9-0
6-3

(State Champions; League Champions)

Varsity Men’s Soccer
(State Quarterfinalist; Second in League)

JV Men’s Soccer
JV2 Men’s Soccer

(State Champions; League Champions)

15-0
19-0

•
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The Legacy Club is a group of individuals who have included Jesuit in their
estate plans. Their gifts will live in perpetuity with interest from the gifts
continually benefitting Jesuit students and Jesuit High School.

The Legacy Club

Legacy Club
Activity & Growth
•

We had 247 Legacy Club members
as of June 30, 2008.

•

We have had nine new Legacy Club
members since July 1, 2008.

•

We have four individuals who are
currently in the process of including
Jesuit in their estate plans.

•

We have 13 individuals considering
our request to include Jesuit in their
estate planning.

Mike & Suzanne O’donnell, Current JHS Parents and Legacy Club Members

Make a Difference Through Estate Planning
By Fr. wiLLiAM HAyeS, S.J.

Estate planning gifts to Jesuit High
School, such as wills, insurance, trusts,
etc., are placed in the Jesuit High
School Foundation when received.
Some of the earnings are returned to
the school to provide financial aid
for need-based students or for other
designated purposes in the operating
budget.
Including Jesuit in your estate
planning gives you the opportunity
to provide a gift that will live in
perpetuity. Your gift helps students
attend Jesuit who otherwise would not
be financially able or helps Jesuit meet
its operational budget and control

tuition increases. You are impacting
the lives of young men and women by
helping to provide a Jesuit education
which will prepare them for higher
education and for life. There is no
greater gift to provide than excellent
education. By including Jesuit in your
estate planning, you are doing just
that year after year.
Jesuit will continually face
financial challenges with the cost
of education manifested in tuition
charges, salaries for outstanding
teachers and support staff, and
numerous other operating expenses.
Annual support alone will not cover

benefited from the school’s presence in their lives.”
Anonymous Legacy Club Member & JHS Alum

“I included Jesuit High School in my estate planning
because of the significant and long-lasting impact the Jesuit
experience had on my life. Preparation for college and
eventually business started at home with my parents. Jesuit
fine tuned that training to prepare me for life in the real
world and taught me how to serve others and model the
good work of Jesus Christ.”
Mike Henningsen ‘80, Legacy Club Member

“Our daughter is currently a junior at Jesuit. Having
witnessed her growth and the tremendous spirit of the
Jesuit community, we know that charitable giving to Jesuit
High School has a direct positive impact in building great
young people. We can give with the confidence that our
money will be well spent and many great things will be
done with it. To be able to contribute to JHS and assist in
continuing the tradition of producing such outstanding
graduates through our estate is something we were very
pleased to do. ”
Mike & Suzanne O’Donnell, Legacy Club Members &
Current JHS Parents

“I believe that accessibility of education is one of the
most critical foundations for the long-term success of the
Jesuit High School community. Jesuit High is an institutional
presence in Portland that must serve the entire community.
It is clear to me that this will only be possible in the long
run through the legacy commitment of those who have
•

these expenses. Endowment is the
answer and Jesuit must continually
grow the endowment to help meet the
operating expenses.
When you include Jesuit in your
estate planning, you are doing an
act of charity that will help many
young people each year. You are also
helping Jesuit eventually increase its
endowment to keep education alive
and well.
Thank you for all you do for Jesuit.
We could not do what we do without
your support.
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Development News
Moving Forward with Major Initiatives
Architectural rendering of the proposed JHS
Center for Science & Mathematics. Soderstrom
Architects, Henry Fitzgibbon ‘72, AiA, Leed AP.

One of the comments heard often
in the JHS development office is that
“it must be difficult to fundraise during
these challenging economic times.”
Amazingly, the Jesuit community
continues to be generous despite
the economic climate. Although
people are undoubtedly watching
their dollar more closely these days,
and the financial situation has
forced people to take a step back, cut
unnecessary expenses, and reprioritize
their financial goals, we believe
philanthropy will be closer than ever
to the top of people’s list of goals.
At Jesuit High School we are
moving forward with our major
fundraising initiatives, some of which
are detailed below.

Center for Science
& Mathematics

One of our major funding
initiatives is a state-of-the-art, Gold
LEED certified Center for Science
and Mathematics. LEED (Leadership

in
Energy
and
Environmental
Design) certification, from the U.S.
Green Building Council, which
provides independent, third-party
verification that a building project
meets the highest green building and
performance measures.
Thanks to a generous lead gift
from John and Lois Elorriaga, the
plans for this 17,821 square foot, two
story building are well underway. More
than $3 million has been committed
in cash and pledges to date toward a
goal of $5.6 million.
With the Center, Jesuit’s goals are
to foster greater student achievement
in the sciences and mathematics and
ideally inspire students to pursue
college and career opportunities
in both fields. Furthermore, the
opportunity to build a Gold LEED
certified building would help fulfill our
goal to foster awareness of responsible
stewardship of the earth, and to be a
model to other academic institutions
to build “green.” With this building,

•
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we can provide additional classroom
space, upgrade lab facilities, increase
collaborative and interdisciplinary
studies, and incorporate a commitment
to
sustainability
through
an
invigorated curriculum inspired by a
building that is in itself an interactive
learning tool.

Project Significance

Jesuit High School has the
opportunity to create a space where
science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics are celebrated and where
young people can discover the rewards
of careers in these fields. Creating
greater opportunities to access this
kind of quality education is of national
concern. Excellence in science and
mathematics education in the United
States has a direct correlation to
the country’s ability to successfully
compete, prosper, and be secure in the
global community of the 21st century.
The National Academies of Science, in
their 2005 blue-ribbon panel report,

Rising Above the Gathering Storm,
found:
• Only 29% of 4th grade
students, 32% of 8th grade students,
and 18% of 12th grade students
performed at or above the proficient
level in science;
• Almost 30% of high school
mathematics students and 60% of
those enrolled in physical science
have teachers who either did not
major in the subject in college or are
not certified to teach it;
• The U.S. ranks 16th of 17
nations in the proportion of 24-yearolds who earn degrees in natural
science or engineering as opposed to
other majors; and,
• Those undergraduates who
switch from science and engineering
majors to other majors “are often
among the most highly qualified
college entrants, and they are
disproportionately
women
and
students of color.”
As a school, Jesuit has an obligation
to promote student interests and
understanding in these areas. The
new Robotics Research Room would
allow us to devote space to robotics,
and create invigorated curriculum

including classes in environmental
science and sustainability. The
impact to students includes stronger
science and math achievement
through a compelling learning space
and through expanded curriculum;
improved student productivity and
satisfaction; and preparation for future
job opportunities.

leadership team into one building. The
changes will support the centralization
of thirteen offices, including the
academic, Christian service, campus
ministry, and student activities offices,
and provide a central gathering place
for faculty, staff, parents, students,
and alums. This project will cost
approximately $1 million.

Impact to Jesuit
Community & Beyond

Annual Giving

The new Center will improve the
quality of life at Jesuit and beyond.
Jesuit is particularly committed to
working closely with Catholic middle
schools, whose students feed Jesuit’s
student body, to establish academic
expectations in math and sciences. To
build the younger students’ skills and
interests, we will share resources such
as curriculum tools, guest lecturers,
and develop mentorship opportunities
in math and science.

Relocation of
Dieringer Center

Renovations to the current
Dieringer Center will bring together,
for the first time, Jesuit’s administrative

Architectural rendering of the proposed JHS
Center for Science & Mathematics. Soderstrom
Architects, Henry Fitzgibbon ‘72, AiA, Leed AP.

Building’s Benefits:
•

Summer research classes with
a focus on green building/
sustainability topics.

•

Robotics workshops for students.

•

Public lecture series featuring
experts in sustainability.

•

Free lecture series presented by
JHS parents or alumni involved
in science-related fields.

•

Open houses and tours to
community stakeholds to inspire
environmental responsibility.

•

Mentoring opportunities
between JHS students and
middle schoolers.

Our overall annual giving goal for
the 2008/2009 academic year is $2.3
million. As of December 31, 2008,
we have exceeded the $1.28 million
mark.
As of December 31, 2008, our
annual appeal numbers were $150,000
toward a goal of $230,000. One of the
major factors in reaching this amount
is our phonathon. Thank you to
Mike Pranger and Karen Marie Reilly
for once again spearheading this
annual week of calling and to all of
our callers who helped us exceed the
$150,000 mark. To ensure we meet
our annual giving goals by June 30,
we will be adding a week of calling
this spring. We appreciate in advance
your willingness to take a phone call
from Jesuit. In addition to raising

•
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Development News
funds through the phonathon, we are
also trying to gather accurate contact
information so we can keep you
abreast of the happenings at Jesuit
from Reunion Weekend to an alumi
event in your area.
Make sure to join us for the 2009
Auction (The Odyssey) which is
scheduled for Saturday, May 2. Since
we have combined the silent and the
live auctions into one evening, our
goal is to have a minimum of 600
people in attendance. Please visit our
website to learn more about our online
auction in April as well.

Thank You!

Thank you to our Financial Aid
Luncheon Co-Chairs, Pat and Randi
Reiten, who led another successful
program this past October which raised
more than $150,000. Approximately
250 people were in attendance to hear
our guest speaker Dick Rosenthal,
Notre
Dame
Athletic
Director
Emeritus, and student speakers Jack
Dod ’09 and Jenna Dixon ’09, address
the crowd. Our major donors for
the event included The Challenge
Foundation, JFR Foundation, Colleen
and Werner Nistler, Maybelle Clark
Macdonald Fund, Joe and Teresa

Schneider, and Karl and Peggy Smith.
Our corporate sponsors included
JBL&K, Northwest Jeep, Pacific Power,
Skanska, Soderstrom Architects, and
West Coast Bank.
Next year’s Financial Aid
Luncheon will be moved back
to campus on October 14, 2009.
Please mark your calendars. We have
continually used the ratio of one in
five students to refer to those in need
of financial aid. During this turbulent
economic climate, the ratio is moving
closer to one in four students in need
of aid. To date, we have roughly a 20%
increase in financial aid requests for
the 2009/2010 academic year.

FirSt FLOOr PLAN
SeCONd FLOOr PLAN

Architectural renderings of the proposed JHS Center for Science & Mathematics,
first and second floors. Soderstrom Architects, Henry Fitzgibbon ‘72, AiA, Leed AP.

Give Online Today!
visit www.jesuitportland.org • Click “Giving” to make your online donation.

New Foundation for JHS
charitable, educational and literary purposes of Jesuit High
School, while also recognizing the obligation to fulfill the
specific wishes and intentions of any given donor.
All new endowment gifts will be directed to the
foundation, while all annual and capital gifts will continue
to be directed to Jesuit High School. Up to 6% of each
endowment gift will be used for costs to administer the
foundation.
Questions concerning the foundation should be directed
to Ken Foley at (503) 291-5416 or kfoley@jesuitportland.
org. To give to the endowment, please make your check
payable to the Jesuit High School Foundation.

By MiCHAeL keLLey, viCe-CHAir OF JHS BOArd OF trUSteeS

In 2008, the Jesuit High School Foundation was created.
Although the foundation was created as a supporting
organization for the sole benefit of Jesuit High School,
the organization is separately incorporated and has been
granted tax exempt status by the IRS (as a Section 501(c)
(3) charity).
The foundation’s purpose is to enhance the religious,
•
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Auction ‘09: The Odyssey
This year’s auction theme is “The Odyssey: Join us for the
Journey.” The monies raised will help JHS with operational
costs in order to keep tuition affordable for all students.
Please join us on Saturday, May 2, at our Live Auction Gala
at Jesuit High School. You can make a difference at JHS.

Join us on our Journey
Live AUCtiON: SAtUrdAy, MAy 2

As a member of the Jesuit family,
we would like to invite you to take
part in this year’s auction, “Odyssey:
Join us for the Journey.” As in Homer’s
epic work, the concept of a personal
journey is not a new experience to our
children at Jesuit High School. They
have been called to participate in their
own heroic journey during their time
at JHS.
In keeping with this Jesuit spirit,
our annual auction took a new path
last fall with an online auction. The
response was impressive and we
would like to say thank you to all
who participated. In this light, we
invite you to participate again in our
next online auction on Wednesday,
April 1. Bidding closes April 8.
Our paths will come together
again when we reunite for the Live
Auction and Dinner Gala to be held
at Jesuit High School on Saturday,

May 2. Many of you have received
invitations to the auction in the mail
by now. If you haven’t and would like
an invitation, please call the Auction
Office at (503) 292-6969.
Since we know you share our
commitment to providing a Jesuit
education for our children, we are
asking for your help to make this
year’s auction yet another successful
one. We would like you to join us on
May 2. It will be a fun-filled evening
of:
• Exciting items to bid on in
the Live Auction, as well silent items
in the Knight Lobby.
• A performance by “The Sound
of Music” cast.
• Fund-An-Item dedicated to
Student Financial Aid.
• Lively conversation and great
food and wine.

Simply go online to jesuitportland.
org, click “Auction” under “Events,”
for more information and to purchase
your auction tickets online.
Like the story The Odyssey, we
begin our journey together. Along the
way home, we encounter experiences
of hospitality, generosity, hope, and
family. It is our hope that you find the
same fulfillment by giving your time,
talent, and resources to this year’s
Auction. Join us in this journey!
Gratefully,
The Auction Team
Contact us:
JHS Auction Office
(503) 292-6969
auction@jesuitportland.org

Please join us the night of the Auction
in a Paddle Raise for:

The Student Assistance Fund
Providing the Jesuit opportunity to all

Please consider being a part of this important bid
to secure the future of all students attending or
considering Jesuit for their future. The Odyssey
is a journey filled with experiences of hospitality,
generosity, hope and community. Join us in this
journey and make a difference in a student’s life.

One in five JHS students currently receive muchneeded financial assistance. In our current economy
we expect that number to increase. With an increase
in financial aid requests this year, we have decided
that our traditional Fund-An-Item should have an
immediate and meaningful impact on students that
need our help financially right now.
•
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A group of younger JHS alumni partake in the traditional pancake breakfast always held on Saturday morning of the Alumni Food drive.

The Roots of the Alumni Food Drive
By BriAN FerSCHweiLer ‘73

slightly over 100 food boxes that first year.
When my classmate Bob Keerins approached me after
the first year to help him, we talked frequently about
increasing the number of boxes we delivered, being less
reliant on St. V’s for food, becoming more self-sufficient,
and most importantly, getting more alums involved in
helping us serve the poor.
Over the years, the AFD has morphed into a highly
organized three-day event that begins on Thursday
afternoon (shortly after the student food drive is winding
down), and culminates with the breakfast and delivery of
boxes on Saturday morning.
A core group, consisting mostly of alums, starts meeting
in late September or early October to identify who will be
responsible for doing what that year. For many of us who’ve
been involved over the years, it’s become almost second
nature. Our goal of being self-sufficient was met many
years ago. We now have our own boxes with our name on
them and we purchase most of the food with monies raised
during the year. Some items are donated. Amstad Produce
provides free five-pound bags of potatoes and John Draper,
food broker and longtime friend from my grade school
days, donates enough oranges for all 1,200 boxes. Dave
Nemarnik ‘75, another fellow alum and owner of Pacific
Coast Fruit Company, trucks the oranges from California to

In early December 1985, a group of my fellow alums and
I found ourselves spending some chilly evenings in a Port of
Portland warehouse located on Front Avenue, sorting and
bagging potatoes and oranges for St. Vincent De Paul to use
in their annual holiday food boxes. The building itself, only
yards away from the Willamette River, provided a dimly lit
environment and lacked any viable heat source (except
for the bottomless cups of coffee and hot chocolate that
kept the chill to a minimum). Winter clothing was highly
recommended, due in part to an open (literally) door policy
that the Port strictly maintained during our nightly visits.
Although at times you’d hear some grumblings, I think we
all felt a great deal of joy and gratitude for being part of a
most worthy cause. For many of us, it was our first time
volunteering with St. Vincent De Paul.
It was either the latter part of the 80s or the beginning
of the 90s when the Alumni Food Drive (AFD) concept first
took root and found permanent housing in the student
center on the Jesuit High School campus. Those first few
Decembers at our new home consisted mainly of having
St V’s deliver already assembled food boxes to the center
on Friday night and then serving a free breakfast for all
who delivered boxes on Saturday morning. Names of those
needing a box (collected from St. V’s) were passed out to
volunteers who showed up in the morning. I think we did
•
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unlock the student center, turn on the lights, and generally
prepare for our small army of volunteers to make their
presence known. By 6:30 a.m., the kitchen crew, which
has consisted mainly of Bill Johnson ‘61, Mike ‘73 & Laurie
Lux, Joe Radacovich ‘73, Kevin O’Hallaren ‘74, and Dave
& Ann Kopra, has arrived and preparations are under way
for a meal of pancakes, sausage, coffee, and milk. Mike Lux,
principle owner of Columbia Empire Meat Company, not
only provides and cooks the sausages for our breakfast, but
is also generous in pricing the meat for our food boxes.
The student center slowly becomes a beehive of
activity. John Grout likens it to roadies setting up for a
Bruce Springsteen concert. As one group of volunteers sets
up chairs and tables for breakfast, another group, under
the watchful eye of Paul Gram ’73, begins loading boxes
onto pallets and relocating them to the staging area outside
by the turn-a-round. It’s truly an amazing sight to behold:
people milling about, working, smiling, shaking hands,
grabbing something to eat, reminiscing about old times,
but all there for the same reason—to spread some good will
on a very cold and wintry day.
The parking lot is crowded with cars, trucks, vans, SUVs,
suburbans and even company trucks. Despite the occasional
long lines, some confusion between those loading and those
delivering, and a snowflake now and then, our mission is
accomplished. A Saturday like no other. By 9:30 a.m., it’s all
over. All the names have been distributed. The kitchen has
run out of food. The last of the 1,200 food boxes are heading
outside to awaiting vehicles. And the snow continues to
fall. A heroic effort if there ever was one.

Portland each year, and then finally to Jesuit. The names of
those getting a food basket are still supplied by our friends
at St Vincent De Paul.

the cold, snowy weather didn’t deter volunteers at the student food drive.

The Oregon Food Bank is the first to arrive on Thursday
afternoon, delivering 22 pallets of food that will eventually
find its way into the 1,000-1,200 food boxes we’ve averaged
over the past eight years.
Over the years, local Boy Scout troops have shown
religious devotion to constructing the boxes on the same
afternoon the food arrives. When we arrive, the tables are
usually stacked three to four feet high with assorted canned
goods and other non-perishable items. Then, we glean
the leftover food from the student food drive for nonperishables. Grateful for what the students have left us, we
use what we can and then deliver any unused amount to a
local food pantry.
The task of actually loading the boxes with food falls
on the shoulders of Dave Kopra ’73 and his wife Ann. For
many years, Dave and Ann, in all kinds of weather, have
ventured down from their house in Olympia to oversee the
loading of the food boxes and help prepare breakfast on
Saturday morning. Dave was honored last year as Alumnus
of the Year by Jesuit High School for his dedication to
helping those in need.
Our volunteer corps consists of Boy Scout troops, a
group of local Rotary Club members, students from Jesuit,
and many alums who come by themselves or with family.
The two days needed to prepare the boxes for delivery are
filled with the sounds of Christmas music blaring from the
sound system, shopping carts laden with canned goods
being wheeled around the student center at a frenzied pace,
box cutters working feverously to break down the pallets of
food, and the voices of Dave and Ann quietly reminding
everyone that besides filling the boxes with food, we should
also fill them as we would want to receive them: with love,
dignity, and respect. Their message seems to work, as the
boxes are always assembled with tender loving care.
The Saturday before Christmas has traditionally been
the day that all of the St Vincent De Paul conferences
deliver holiday food baskets. We also have been asked to
make our deliveries on this day. At the first sign of light
on Saturday, Bob, John, or I arrive with key in hand to
•

kathy Baarts, Chris Malcolm and John Grout ‘71.

Four years ago we decided to branch out and lend our
support to 30 local food pantrys who offer food boxes to
those in need in their community. Twice a year now, in
August and January, we authorize the Oregon Food Bank
to issue grants, ranging from $500-$1,000, to each of the
agencies we select. If an agency is not a member of the
Food Bank, we offer them gift cards from Winco Foods. The
response has been overwhelming, as more agencies learn
about us and ask to be included in either the grant process
or the gift cards. The need is certainly greater than ever
before.
No one is quite sure why a couple hundred people
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would get up early on a Saturday morning in December to
deliver a holiday food basket to someone they don’t even
know. Is it because we have an overwhelming desire to
return the blessings that God has bestowed upon us, or do
we fear that we one day could be on the receiving end of a
food box?
For many, the Food Drive became truly symbolic of what
Christmas is all about—people making a difference in other
people’s lives—giving back to your community—neighbors
helping neighbors—strangers helping strangers—parents
using this experience to teach service to their children.
Whatever motivates people to show up and help, we have
never been disappointed.
As Jesus said, in Luke 22:27, “For who is greater, the
one who is at the table, or the one who serves? Is it not
the one at the table? But I am among you who serves.” It
is impossible to list everyone responsible for the past and
present successes of the Alumni Food Drive. However, we
are truly grateful for all of your financial donations, gifts
of time and support with items we would normally have
to purchase.
God bless you for all that you do for us, for Jesuit and
for the people we serve.

david kalez ‘77 and his family: wife diane and children kristen ‘12, Meagan ‘07
and ryan ‘09.

Attention Alumni: Reconnect Today!
visit www.jesuitportland.org
and click “Alumni” to log into your online account.
keep us updated, find out alumni news and reconnect!

Green & Gold Alumni Hockey Classic

JHS Crusaders Hockey Club 1983-84, Oregon State Champions.
dave Nemarnik ‘75 and Bob keerins ‘73.

From the early 1970s through the early 1990s, Jesuit High School was home to
some of the best high school ice hockey talent in the Portland Metro area. Under
the guidance of John McBride ‘63, the program captured its first Oregon State High
School Hockey Championship in McBride’s second season. The 1984 championship
started a string of success that saw Jesuit appear in the title game in 1985,
1987, 1988, and 1992, finishing as Oregon State Champions in four out of five
appearances in the title game.
A long overdue celebration of these many achievements will be taking place on
May 9, in the form of the First Annual Jesuit High Green & Gold Alumni Hockey
Classic sponsored by the Breault industrial Group. Coach McBride has been
generous enough to donate several hours of ice time and host this inaugural event
at Valley Ice. The regulation game is scheduled to begin promptly at 4 p.m. on
May 9, 2009 with a social to follow.
Space is limited to two squads, so all alumni hockey players are encouraged to
contact kathy Baarts in the JHS Alumni Office or Coach McBride at valley ice at
your earliest possible convenience to reserve your roster spot and obtain further
details regarding this event. By John Cosgrave ‘86

A volunteer shows her holiday spirit while helping out at the food drive.
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In Memoriam
Jesuit High School
Alumni

Aaron Lofgren ‘97
1997-1/15/09

Gary P. Senko

’64

3/11/08

Daniel P. MacDonald

’68

2/8/08

Robert J. Baird

’69

2/5/08

Gregory E. Clemens

’77

2/20/08

Parker W. Lofgren

’87

11/28/08

Maxwell Rawson

‘91

2/12/09

Geoffrey B. Unger

’95

12/10/08

Henry W. Brands
1914-8/31/08
Henry W. Brands, a longtime
supporter of Jesuit and the father
of two Jesuit alums, passed away in
August 2008 at age 94. Henry and
his wife of 59 years, Nancy, had four
children, including sons Henry W.
(Bill) Jr. ‘70 and David ‘73, current
Jesuit Board Chair. In addition, they
had three granddaughters graduate
from Jesuit: Elizabeth ‘02, Catherine
‘04 and Julianne ‘08.
Henry was a member of Jesuit’s
President’s Advisory Board for many
years and he and Nancy received the St.
Peter Canisius Award in 2001. Henry
and Nancy generously supported all
levels of Catholic education, but their
two favorites were St. Andrew Nativity
School and Jesuit High School. They
were also generous supporters of the
Jesuit Alumni Food Drive.
Henry especially admired the
Jesuits’ dedication to (as he put it) “teach
kids to use their brains.” Sometimes in
especially difficult conversations with
his two teenage sons, he was known
to comment that, “the best thing
about a Jesuit education is that they
teach kids to think for themselves,
and sometimes the worst thing about
a Jesuit education is that they teach
kids to think for themselves.”
Henry is survived by his wife
Nancy, a former Jesuit Board Member,
their four children, 15 grandchildren
and one great grandchild.

Friends, Family, Faculty
& Staff of JHS
L. Phaon Gambee

11/12/08

Father of Michael ‘74, Edwin ‘79;
Grandfather of Michael ‘03, Erin ‘04,
Kevin ‘07 and Molly ‘11

Olive M. Graff

11/7/08

Mother of Jack Graff ‘64, Donald Graff ‘69,
Thomas Graff ‘72; Grandmother of
Matthew ‘00, Libby ‘05 and Chris ‘09

Elizabeth Hanecak

10/29/08

JHS Legacy Club Member;
Mother of Peter Stanley ‘91

Aaron Lofgren, a 1997 Jesuit
High School gradudate, died just two
weeks after being diagnosed with
neuroblastoma. Aaron was engaged to
be married to Heather Blankenheim
of Portland, and became ill while they
were visiting her family at Christmas
in Green Bay, Wisconsin. Aaron is
survived by his mother, Carol, his
father, Gary, and his brother, Dave.
Aaron had many devoted friends
and loved history, beer, animals
(especially cats), camping, hiking,
backpacking, kayaking, and was a
dedicated OPB listener and watcher.
He took two years of coursework
in environmental studies and was
working for Siri Construction as a
remodeler.
A memorial service was held at
West Hills Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship on January 19, 2009. A
wake/celebration of his life was held
by his friends at the Clinton Corner
Cafe following the service. Aaron
requested that any remembrances be
given to the Oregon Humane Society
or bark-out.org, a local environmental
group.
“Age Quod Agis” eulogy by Carol Lofgren.

Margaret Lewis

1/09

Mother of Christopher Diallo Lewis ‘92

Caroline Lofgren

11/28/08

Wife of Parker ‘87 (deceased);
Mother of Owen and Sophie (deceased)

Mary Mark

9/4/08

Grandmother of Peter Andrews ‘99 and
Paul Andrews ‘04; longtime JHS supporter

Florence Nibler

9/22/08

Grandmother of Matthew Dummer ‘09

Joseph F. O’Connell

9/25/08

Served as President of JSEA (Jesuit
Secondary Education Assocation)
from 1995-2004

Matt Payne

2/11/09

Father of Ann Edlen and Thomas Payne;
Grandfather of Matthew Edlen ‘04,
Thomas Edlen ‘06, Noreen Edlen ‘08,
Mary Payne ‘08 and Julia Payne ‘09

Alexander Runciman

9/08

JHS Legacy Club Member;
Father of Alexander ‘69

James L. Savage

10/15/08

Father of Robert ‘85

Ernest Swigert

12/10/08

President of the Swigert Foundation

Ann Swindells

1/27/09

Wife of Bill Swindells, Trustee of the
Ann & Bill Swindells Charitable Trust

Anthony Truszkowski

7/15/08

Father of Thomas ‘79 and Joseph ‘80

Susan Veley

9/26/08

Mother of Elise ‘08
This is the deceased list as we know it from July 2008. February 15, 2009, including a few omissions from the In
Memoriam section in the summer 2008 “Age Quod Agis.”
Relationships listed are Jesuit ties only. We apologize for
any omission and ask that you please notify Kathy Baarts
at (503) 291-5414 or kbaarts@jesuitportland.org.

Henry w. Brands.
Photo and eulogy courtesy of david Brands ‘73.
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In Memoriam
What will stay with those who knew Lofgren is not
his impressive résumé but rather the love he shared with
others.
“Parker was an outstanding father, husband, brother,
son and uncle to his family,” said Parker’s parents, Jean
and Mary Lofgren, in a statement released following the
incident. “His open personality, resilience, and exceptional
character and utmost high integrity made him a special
leader, friend and mentor to all who knew him.”
This tragedy in the snow-covered terrain of Colorado
has found its way into the hearts of the Jesuit students and
faculty—most of whom never knew Lofgren.
“At the time of such a tragic loss, the whole Jesuit High
family feels the impact,” said President John Gladstone.
“We must continue to keep the Lofgrens, and all the
deceased members of our school community, in our hearts
and in our prayers.” Mr. Clarke’s e-mail carried far more
than words, it carried a duty to remember and honor the
Lofgren family.

Remembering Parker Lofgren ‘87
By CONNOr LetOUrNeAU ‘09

Parker Lofgren, wife Caroline, and children Owen (10) and Sophie (8).

The Kind and Caring Friend

On the morning of December 1, Director of Campus
Ministry Mr. Don Clarke received a sobering e-mail from
Will Lawrence of the class of ‘88. Clarke learned that
Parker Lofgren, ‘87, his wife, Caroline, and their two young
children, Owen (10) and Sophie (8), were found dead Friday
morning in a home just outside of Aspen, Colorado.
“My initial reaction was ‘Oh my God, the whole family
is gone,’” said Mr. Clarke. “How do you tell Parker’s mother
that her son, daughter-in-law, and grandchildren are all
gone?”
In “The Oregonian’s” December 3 article detailing the
tragedy, Steve Duin revealed that the killer was monoxide
poisoning, which leaked from a snowmelt system in the
crawl space of the $8.9 million home.
This is not the Thanksgiving getaway the Lofgrens had
in mind when they bid on a weekend rental property at an
auction for St. Anne’s Episcopal School in Denver, where
their children both attended.
While at Jesuit, Parker was a member of the golf and
tennis teams. Even as a teenager, he found solace in the
outdoors. Parker was a great fly fisherman and enjoyed
hunting and alpine skiing.
“He was a brilliant guy,” said Tim Meier, a close high
school friend. “It seemed like he could fix anything. I’ll
never forget that about him.”
Upon leaving Jesuit’s then all-male campus, Lofgren
attended Colorado College and eventually settled in the
Denver area. In 2005 Lofgren was one of five former partners
who broke off from The Wallach Company, an investment
bank, to form St. Charles Capital, where Lofgren served as
the chief financial officer.

By CHriS GrAePer ‘87

Parker was, in a nutshell, a kind and caring friend.
For most of us, picking up the phone to reach out to a pal
you haven’t spoken with in months can sometimes seem
onerous. For Parker, it was an honor.
Parker was always the smarter kid, making the job of
being “successful” (from a business standpoint) ostensibly
easier for him. He didn’t stumble into success like many of
us can or do. He didn’t call in favors and he didn’t pretend.
He simply used his mind, worked extremely hard, gained
the respect of his co-workers (eventually his partners), and
became a winner.
Parker was a terrific father and husband. A means of
judging the health of a family is through the children.
Based on this, all indications point to the fact that this was
an extremely vibrant family unit.
As the Catholic priest who presided over the funeral in
Denver put it (and put it best), Parker, Caroline, Owen and
Sophie are “passionately loved and in the hands of God.”
No explanation, religious or otherwise, can ultimately
diffuse the tragedy that occurred or the long-term grief that
inevitably follows in its wake.

Byron Gross, Parker Lofgren, will Lawrence and ted Ferguson have a good
time at the class of 1987 reunion in September 2007.
•
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Russy’s jesuit Legacy
The Ellsworths: Two Generations of JHS Grads Spanning Five Decades
By kathy baarts, alumni director

the next generation of ellsworths: Zachary Mckinley ellsworth (10), son of Mike and Annmarie
ellsworth; Peter russell Sullivan (9), son of Cynthia ellsworth Sullivan and Charles Sullivan;
Michayla Jo Millette (8), daughter of Carri ellsworth Millette and Michael Millette; Maxwell
robert ellsworth (8), son of Mike and Annemarie; Lucas Michael ellsworth (7), son of Mike and
Annemarie; kathleen Audrey Sullivan (12), daughter of Cynthia and Charles; isabella rianne
Millette (5), daughter of Carri and Michael Millette; daniel Michael Sullivan (14), son of Cynthia
and Charles.
right: Family patriarch russ ellsworth, 1922-2008

On a cold wintry day in January, I
stood outside admiring the snowflakes
falling around me and listening to the
sound of the snow. I took time to listen.
The snow’s quietness as it blanketed
the earth filled me with peace. One of
the greatest parts of my job as Alumni
Relations Director is meeting with
alumni and listening to their stories. I
had the pleasure of meeting the Jesuit
alumni in the Ellsworth family. Their
stories, spanning the last five decades,
are filled with many common themes
of faith, family, foundations, and the
profound impact that Jesuit High School
has had on all of their lives.
The roots of this amazing family
tree can be traced back to the 1600s.
In 1656 the first Ellsworth arrived in
the colonies. Oliver Ellsworth was the
third U.S. Supreme Court Justice. In
1875, the first Ellsworth ancestors came
to Oregon. This was Mike, Greg, and
Tim’s grandfather’s father. Ellsworth
Elementary and Ellsworth road in
Vancouver are tributes to the greatness
of this family.
The Ellsworth family’s legacy within
Jesuit High School began with Russ and
Dorothy Ellsworth. With their roots
firmly in Portland, Russ and Dorothy
raised their family of three boys. Russ
worked in sales at RC Bottling Company
for twenty-seven years and at Blitz
Weinhard for twenty-five years. People
remembered Russ because he took the
time to listen to his customers and took
an interest in all those he met. He was
connected not only in the Portland
community but worldwide—from San
Francisco to as far as Copenhagen.

in his heart. He enjoys breaking the routines of daily life
and experiencing the “Aloha” spirit, embracing the warm
climate, snorkeling, swimming and long beach walks. Mike
adores his family and is passionate about teaching his
grandkids about life. Mike has loved his parents dearly and
it has been difficult for him to watch his parents grow older
and more fragile.
Over the years, the Jesuit spirit of enthusiasm and
determination has stayed with Mike. Much has changed for
him at Jesuit since the 85 students graduated in his class.
Although the physical changes to the campus have been
dramatic over the years, he still thinks it’s a wonderful place
for students to grow and learn. Mike feels he carries out the
mission of Jesuit in the way that he has raised his family.
He has always believed in supporting people who are less
fortunate.

Russ had family at his center. He was the calming force
in the family; the glue that held everyone together. He often
bridged the past to the present by telling the family of his
many experiences. Through his stories, Russ conveyed the
things that were most important to him. The family loved
to listen to him and learn from his life lessons.
Despite the financial struggles, Russ wanted to give his
sons a solid Catholic education. All three boys attended
Catholic grade school, first at St. Thomas Moore and later
at St. John Fisher, a parish that Russ and Dorothy helped
build. All three boys graduated from Jesuit High School.
Russ and Dorothy, his wife of sixty-five years, lived the
Jesuit mission daily. From the fundraising and deliveries
for the St. John Fisher Food Drive to all of their volunteer
work at Jesuit in the hot lunch program and football
concessions, they were always involved in the community.
They surrounded themselves with friends from all walks of
life who shared the same philosophy of service. The Jesuit
philosophy is what Russ and Dorothy lived by and is the
reason they chose to send their children to Jesuit. Their son
Tim remembers Dorothy always telling the boys, “Anything
worth doing is worth doing right,” which is similar in nature
to Age Quod Agis, “Do well whatever you do.”

Greg Ellsworth ‘67
Family: Wife, Cathy; three children, Becky, Jeremy ‘99
and Jonathan ‘07
Favorite JHS memories: Showing school spirit at Friday
night football games and basketball games; playing
baseball; favorite teacher Michael Burris.

Michael Ellsworth, Sr. ‘61
Family: Wife, Barbara; three children, Michael
Jr. ‘86, Cindy and Carri; nine grandchildren
Favorite JHS memories: The lifelong friends he made;
playing baseball; teacher and mentor Fr. Morrison.

“My dad always had a story to tell
and we always looked forward to
it. It wasn’t the story so much as
the fact that it was tradition. It was
what we looked forward to every
Thanksgiving.”

“My dad would be proud of all
these kids, grandkids, and great
grandkids who have Jesuit in their
lives.”

After graduating from JHS in 1967, Greg followed in his
brother’s footsteps as well as his uncle’s as an engineering
major at University of Portland. In 1973, he started at
McGinnis Engineering which later became Interface
Engineering. In his twenty-six years there, Greg has seen
the company grow from eight to 150 employees. In 1999,
Greg changed firms and started with MKE and Associates,
an engineering consulting firm.
Greg is passionate about the outdoors. He fondly
remembers his family’s twenty-year father-son camping
tradition. He enjoys hiking, camping, fishing, and
photography. Greg also enjoys playing the guitar. He’s
been playing since he was sixteen and enjoys singing
folk songs and performing at family gatherings, weddings
and funerals. Greg also enjoys the challenges of the often
stressful engineering industry.
Over the years, some things at Jesuit have changed and
others have stayed the same for Greg. He sees changes in
the teachers. When he attended, the coaches were teachers,
but were better coaches than teachers. Today, both teachers
and coaches are more qualified and better applied to their

Mike ‘61 was the first Ellsworth to become a Jesuit
graduate. He received a great education at Jesuit, believing
that it made all the difference in his preparation for college.
Mike earned his engineering degree at the University of
Portland. He then went on to get his master’s degree in
mechanical engineering at Northwestern University and
later received his MBA from the University of Portland.
Mike worked in the semi-conductor industry as a research
engineer at Bell Telephone Industries and then at ESI,
working his way up from an engineer to CEO. Mike was
involved with the Board of Trustees at Jesuit and worked
closely with Fr. Hayes and Fr. Robinson.
Mike has many passions. He is currently on the board
of directors for a start-up company and really enjoys what
he does. Aside from work, Hawaii holds a special place
•
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death of their father has brought the family closer together.
Tim was nineteen years younger than Mike and he never
had the opportunity as a child to get to know Mike. It
wasn’t until Mike moved back to Camp Sherman that Tim
found a new friend in his brother.
Tim lives the Jesuit mission by following in his brothers’
footsteps of helping others in need. Tim considers himself a
“do-er,” putting in the time and effort through service and
continually serving as an example. He hopes to pass this
value on to his children.

jobs. The quality of education has really improved. When
Greg attended, there were very few lay teachers and most
were scholastics and priests. All teachers were male. Greg
also thinks there is greater opportunity for students to be
involved now. The religious side of the school has remained
strong and the focus is still on preparing young people for
the world and for life.
The Jesuit mission was the Ellsworth mission and
service for others has been something Greg has striven for
in life. He and his wife, Cathy, were very involved at St. John
Fisher. They have been photographers, have sung in singing
groups, participated in pastoral councils, and coached. The
tradition of the grandfather-father-son delivery of food
boxes was started by Russ. At Jesuit, Greg was involved
in the Winetasting event, concessions, and chaperoning
various school events. “There is such a positive feeling in
giving back and being surrounded by friendly people who
want to do the same,” Greg remembers.

Tim Ellsworth ‘80
Family: Wife, Heidi; two children, James and Megan
Favorite JHS memories: Graduation day (coinciding with
the eruption of Mt. St. Helens); favorite teacher Bill Brands,
who often took him hiking in SW Washington and NW
Oregon.
“As a birthday present for Mike in
1999, the Ellsworth Fly Fishing
Club was formed. As charter
members, the three of us and
Dad went fishing every year on the
Deschutes and various lakes in
Central Oregon. Many fish were
caught and many stories told.”

Michael ‘61, Greg ‘67, tim ‘80 and russ ellsworth

Mike Ellsworth, Jr. ‘86
Family: Wife, Annemarie; children, Luke, Max and Zak
Occupation: Business owner (mortgage company)
Favorite JHS memories: The bus rides to and from soccer
games; the great teachers; the comraderie with fellow
students.

Tim graduated from JHS in 1980 and took a different
path from his brothers by majoring in forestry at COCC. He
managed a public warehouse facility from 1987-2002. Tim
is married to Heidi, his wife of twenty-two years, and they
have two children, James (17) and Megan (10). Heidi was
the Alumni Director and Auction Coordinator for Jesuit
from 1989–1993. Tim and his family moved to Central
Oregon in 2002 and lived at Crooked River Ranch for the
next four years. Heidi’s job took them to Pennsylvania for
two years. Most recently, they moved back to the Ellsworth
house at Camp Sherman.
Tim, like his brother Greg, is passionate about the
outdoors. He loves frisbee golf, cutting wood, landscaping,
and construction. He also loves to listen to music and often
feels like he should have been a weather man because he
loves climatology.
Tim really misses his father. Russ is present in his
family’s life through the lessons that he taught, the stories
he shared, and the legacy of his family. Tim feels that the
•

“Fly fishing the Deschutes for giant
trout during the stone fly hatch.
We would take a jet boat up from
Maupin with my dad’s old friend,
Norm Wood. Grandpa would tell
us stories of when he was a kid.
With the exception of my dad, he
was the greatest man I have ever
known.”
Mike ‘86 attended University of San Francisco after
graduating from JHS but was not able to obtain a soccer
scholarship and eventually transferred to University of
Portland. While in school, he began working for a small
mortgage brokerage company in Lake Oswego along with
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one of his fellow Jesuit classmates, Stu Sandor. Shortly
thereafter, he met Annemarie Stark. They fell in love and
married in 1992. Their love of the outdoors and Mike’s
passion for windsurfing brought them to Hood River,
where Mike decided to open his own mortgage brokerage
company and they bought a small (40 acre) orchard with
cherries and pears.
Mike’s loves are his three amazing boys, his wife, and
his family, including his extended family of two sisters,
two sisters-in-law and two brothers-in-law. His passions
are surfing, windsurfing, fly fishing, skiing, and he recently
started kiteboarding. The business that he started 17 years
ago is now one of the toughest businesses to survive in the
current economy and Mike struggles to keep his head above
water. The balance of work and family is challenging.
With the distance between Hood River and Portland,
Mike isn’t involved with Jesuit today but would like his boys
to attend. “I’m leaving that choice in their hands (but will
gently nudge them in the right direction),” states Mike.
Mike lives the Jesuit mission “by being the best person
that I can be for others and seeing the good in everyone; by
teaching my children that the greatest satisfaction they will
find in life will come not from what they do for themselves
but what they do for others; and by enjoying every moment
spent with my family, friends, and with myself. I have come
to realize how short and how precious our time is here. It’s
important to make every moment count!”

Mike ‘86, wife Annemarie and sons Luke (7), Max (8) and Zak (11)

Jeremy Ellsworth ‘99

Occupation: Accountant at Guess Jeans; volunteer for
social justice issues/causes
Favorite JHS memories: Being involved in drama
productions (including “Jesus Christ Superstar” and “The
Boys Next Door”); favorite teachers Ms. Kloser, Mr. Hall
and Mr. Lindsey.

“My favorite memories of Grandpa
were his stories and his affection.
He was a very affectionate man
and a great story teller. He always
had a smile on his face and was
full of life.”

Jeremy’s journey since his graduation from JHS in 1999
was definitely not what he had anticipated. At Jesuit, Jeremy
had aspirations to become a day trader on Wall Street. He
majored in finance at Oregon State University. However, he
didn’t realize that his relationship with God would become
such a pivotal point in his life. In college, he realized that
money was not the focus in his life. He changed his major
to sociology and, through Intervarsity Christian Ministry,
spent some time overseas.
In 2001, Jeremy had a six-week Christian Fellowship
in Pakistan, spending much of his time setting up future
missionary trips. It was a pioneering effort, building
relationships in many of the rural villages.
In 2003, Jeremy traveled to Calcutta and worked in
the slums of the inner city, ministering to the lepers that
Mother Theresa also cared for. Jeremy also spent time in
Cairo, working with the Sudanese refugees and learning
about the African culture.
After college, Jeremy moved to LA and worked
with Servant Partners, a Christian non-denominational
missionary. It is similar to Jesuit Volunteer Corps in its
service component but works primarily with the urban
poor. He also had the opportunity to travel to Manila in the
Philippines and live in squatter villages.
Back in LA, Jeremy has been working at Guess Jeans in
accounting, and also working on starting a holistic church,
and focusing on social justice issues as well as spiritual
components that empower the poor. He is considering
going to the Sudan to start a church.
Jeremy’s passion, along with his missionary work, is
the outdoors. He loves hiking, camping, backpacking, and
ultimate frisbee. He finds it hard in the inner cities because
he is unable to get out and enjoy the beauty of nature.
With Jeremy’s work, he loves seeing God transform people.
He enjoys seeing people change and helping them out of
poverty.

Jonathan ‘07, Greg ‘67 and Jeremy ‘99 on a family trip to yosemite.

Jonathan Ellsworth ‘07

Occupation: Student at Portland Community College,
majoring in history
Favorite JHS memories: The state championship football
games; the Encounter weekends his senior and junior years;
favorite teachers Mrs. Wyatt and Mr. Andreas; attending
“Beauty and the Beast.”

“At my graduation from Jesuit,
Grandpa came up to me and said,
‘Remember, Jon, you’re better than
the next guy.’ I will always
remember those words.”

Jonathan attended Oregon State University his
freshman year and is currently at Portland Community
College majoring in history. Jonathan loves fly fishing,
any outdoor activities and bowling. The last year has been
especially challenging with the death of his grandfather and
one of his best friends. These two deaths occurred within a
two-week timeframe.
Jonathan sees himself living out Jesuit’s mission in
his influence with those around him. The mission shaped
who he is today and he truly appreciates his high school
experience and feels strongly compelled to try and re-create
the community that he has been accustomed to, wherever
his path may lead.

My Final Words

In listening to the Ellsworths, I heard love within their
own families, happiness in the memories they have created
over the years and in the traditions they have lived. The
children and grandchildren have courageously honored
Russ and Dorothy by living a mission of service to those
in need and have persevered through personal sorrows
and challenges because of the joy from family, friends and
good work. Russ Ellsworth was eighty-six years old when he
passed away last year. After a lifetime of service and love for
others, his legacy lives on—in his stories, in his family and
in all those who were touched by his life and live their lives
for others in return.

James ellsworth (tim & Heidi’s son), Jonathan ‘07, Jeremy ‘99, tim ‘80,
Greg ‘67, Becky ellsworth (Greg & Cathy’s daughter) and russ ellsworth

The Newest Ellsworth:
Madilynn Ellsworth Millette
Born: January 24, 2009
Parents: Carri Ellsworth Millette
& Michael Millette

“Miracle” Madilynn.

isabella and Michayla with their new sister.

Class Notes
1964

John Merriman has been Charles
Seymour Professor at Yale since 1973,
teaching French history (and Modern
European) at Yale. John has been
married to Carol Payne Merriman
since 1980. They have two children,
Laura (22), who graduated from Yale
in 2008 and now is on an internship
with Amnesty International in Paris;
and Chris (19), who is a sophomore at
Yale. Over the years, John has taught a
number of former Jesuit High School
students. He has spent almost half
of the last thirty-five years in France,
much of that time in Paris and Balazuc
(a village in Ardèche in southeastern
France, where he and his wife became
residents long ago). John’s more recent
books include “The Dynamite Club:
How a Café Bombing in Fin-de-Siècle
Paris Ignited Modern Terror”; “Police
Stories: Making the French State”; “The
Stones of Balazuc: A French Village in
Time”; “A History of Modern Europe
Since the Renaissance” (2 vols, third
edition forthcoming).
Robert Sandstrom (father of Erica
Sandstrom ’01) is still in pathology
practice in southwest Washington
and continues his research interests.
He and his wife, Lisa Day, were hiking
in Northern Spain in October and
had taken a midday respite in a bar
in a small village near Jaca when Dr.
Sandstrom (when browsing the local
paper) discovered that a colleague, coinvestigator and co-author, Dr. Harold
zur Hausen, had won the Nobel Prize
for Medicine. Dr. zur Hausen, Dr.
Sandstrom and Drs. de Villiers and
Buck authored a research paper in 2005
on the role of Human Papilloma Virus
in a subset of human breast cancer
cases a topic of active investigation
and some controversy.

1971

Douglas Foran is serving at St.
Cecilia Catholic Church in Beaverton
as solo cantor/pianist at the 5:00 p.m.
Mass on Saturdays. During the week,

he translates documents from French,
Italian, Portuguese and Spanish to
English, doing business at LangTech
International. In 2008, the board
of directors of the French Society of
Translators in Paris, France accepted
Doug as an active member, which adds
to his existing active memberships in
the American Translation Association
and the Northwest Translators and
Interpreters Society. He is also vice
president of Le Cercle Fracais in
Portland.

1972

at Los Angeles City College for the past
three years including the acting head
men’s basketball coach last season
when he guided LA City to a 25-9
record and a berth in the California
community college basketball state
playoffs. James left LA City with a
total record of 79-22.

1982

Sean O’Scannlain and Mark
Gorogianis formed Fortune Fish
Company in June 2001. O’Scannlain
and Gorogianis have more than 35
years of combined experience in the
seafood processing and distribution
business. The company’s sales volume
is comprised of approximately 70%
fresh or live seafood items and 30%
frozen products. The customer base
consists of more than 1,150 whitetablecloth restaurants, upscale hotels,
private clubs and independent
gourmet retail stores.

1984

Conor Fennessy is an interior
designer and proprietor of Conor
Fennessy Antiques and Design in San
Francisco, California glitterati. Over
the past twenty-five years, Conor’s
design projects have ranged from
prominent townhouses and mansions
in Pacific Heights to quaint apartments
on Russian Hill. Conor also designs
and produces fine furniture and art
objects, which are available exclusively
through his store or from his website
(conorfennessy.com). Conor Fennessy
Antiques and Design also rents pieces
to stylists, photographers, and staging
professionals. For more information,
contact Conor at (415) 673-0277.

1975

James Hyneman accepted the
job of assistant men’s basketball
coach at Columbus State University in
Columbus, Georgia. He was formerly
assistant head men’s basketball coach
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Robert Schembs still lives down
in the east San Francisco Bay, and still
works in the same small group helping
renewable electricity generators get
their power onto the grid. Besides
business he does not have a lot to
report. Robert still visits Portland,
but much less often than before. He
is always in Portland for about 1-2
weeks for Christmas, and always in
the middle of June for at least one
week. If you’re traveling to the Bay
area, Robert would like to hear from
you and reconnect.

1986

Marine
Lieutenant
Colonel
Christopher Nash, serving as the
senior embedded military advisor
to the Afghan Border Police, was
awarded the Bronze Star Medal with
valor device for combat heroism while
engaged in operations against Al
Qaeda and Taliban forces in the Tora
Bora Mountains of Afghanistan. His
actions and the actions of his team
of seven personnel resulted in the
defeat of a Taliban offensive in Eastern
Afghanistan. Faced by an enemy force
of over 450 Al Qaeda and Taliban
fighters, his team, outnumbered more
than 50 to 1, ensured that the Afghan
District Centers in Pachir Agam and
Khogyani did not fall into enemy
hands—decimating the enemy force
facing the team, killing the Al Qaeda
leader in the province, and preventing
the Taliban from achieving their initial
offensive goals.

grown to include Jonah (3), Samantha
(2) and Preston (their newest).

1995

Jill Fairchild and her husband,
Jordan, are excited to welcome their
first baby (a girl) in February 2009.
Taylor Reese Fairchild should make
her debut by February 20, 2009, and
they can’t wait to meet her!
Kelli (McCartan) O’Laughlin
is living in Boston, MA, where she is
an emergency medicine physician at
Harvard Medical School and Brigham
& Women’s Hospital.

welcomed their first child, Holly Orth,
on January 7, 2009. Holly Orth was
born at 8:57 p.m. in Cleveland, Ohio.
She was 6lbs 5oz, and 19.5 inches.

1997

1996

James Kim was married on March
18, 2006 to his wife, Joon. They now
have a daughter, Sophia.

Teresa (Kniss) Schwartz and
David Schwartz announce the birth
of their daughter, Josephine Katherine
Schwartz, on September 29, 2008.

1998

1988

Rene Ferran received the Jim Reding Award from the Washington State
Baseball Coaches Association for his
work as a prep sports writer at the TriCity Herald.

1993

Michael Belleau has been living
and working in New York for 10 years.
He is married to Crista and they have
two beautiful children. Daughter
Makenzi will be three in March and
son Tyler turned one in December
2008.
James Raleigh and his wife,
Carissa, welcomed their third child in
early November 2009. Their family has

Kara (Uffelman) Mack and
husband Travis are the proud parents
of twin boys. Tyler Ronnie and Carter
John were born on May 15, 2008.
Tyler was 6 lbs 2 ounces and Carter
was 6 lbs 3 ounces. The proud parents
are loving every second and lucked
out with fantastic babies (who slept
through the night at two months!).

Peter Orth and his wife, Stephanie,

•
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Josh Booton graduated from
the University of Oregon and then
received his master’s in speech &
hearing sciences from Portland State
University. While at Portland State, he
met and later married Kristin Schultz
of Louisville, Kentucky. Nelson Gidley
and Joel Dietzman (both class of
‘98) were in the wedding party. After
graduation, Josh and Kristin worked
for three years as speech pathologists
in the Portland education system. This
fall, Josh was accepted into the Master
of Fine Arts Program at the University
of Texas at Austin where he is a James

Class Notes
Michener Fellow in poetry. Kristin
is now working as a speech pathologist
at the Dell Children’s Hospital in
Austin.

Nora Totonchy became engaged
to Tyler Sheils in July. Nora graduated
from Gonzaga University in 2002 and
owns a successful wedding and event
planning company based in Lake Oswego called Bridal Bliss. Bridal Bliss was
voted Portland’s Best Wedding Vendor
of 2008 by Oregon Bride Magazine.
Tyler is a LaSalle High School and St.
Mary’s College alum and works a commercial real estate broker for Grubb &
Ellis. Nora and Tyler are planning a
May 2009 wedding.

2000
Marc Miller and his wife
welcomed Katharine Elizabeth Miller
on August 1, 2008. Katharine weighed
7 lbs., 11 oz. and was 19.5 inches long.
She looks exactly like her mother,
which is the best outcome they could
have hoped for!

•

•

JHS Online
Auction April 1-7
Washington
DC Event
(Tentative); Dallas Event (Tentative) - April/May

•

Crusader Crunch - April 17-19

•

National Alumni Board Meeting April 17

John Hannam married Betsy
Palazzo ‘01 at the Grotto in Portland
on September 22, 2007 by former JHS
Dean of Students, Fr. Kevin Connell,
S.J. John is a full time writer and Betsy
is a medical/surgical RN at the Portland
VA Hospital. They have a home (and
two cats) in Beaverton.

2001

Captain Benjamin Maher is
attending the Captains Career Course
at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma. He is undergoing
training to take command of a Field
Artillery Battery (120 Soldiers) in
August 2009. His course covers
leadership, gunnery, fire support

‘09 Alumni Calendar
of Events:

planning, and military theory.

Whitney (Bowles) Bechtold
and family welcomed their second
child, Peyton Avery, on October 21,

•

African American Alumni Lunch May 20

•

Phonathon - Week of September
27

•

JHS Live Auction Gala - May 2

•

San Francisco Event - Fall 2009

•

Godspeed Mass - August 5

•

Seattle Event - Fall 2009

•

Alumni with Incoming Freshmen
Reception - August 28

•

Alumni Blazer Night 2009/2010

•

Reunion Weekend: Golf
Tournament, Crusader Tailgate,
Alumni Reflection, AlumniSponsored Gathering, Mass,
Hall of Fame Brunch - September
10-13

•

NY/Boston Event - October 2009

•

Financial Aid Luncheon - October
14, 2009

•

Morning Reflection - December
2009

National Alumni Board Meeting September 11

•

Alumni Food Drive - December
19

•

•
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2008. She is a great addition to their
family and is loved by her big brother
Matthew.
Kristin Dixon graduated from
UST in May 2008 with her MBA.
She is currently working as the CFO
for a small management company
in Houston and considering moving
back to Portland soon.
Betsy (Palazzo) Hannam married
John Hannam ‘00 at the Grotto in
Portland on September 22, 2007 by
former JHS Dean of Students, Fr. Kevin
Connell, S.J. John is a full time writer
and Betsy is a medical/surgical RN at
the Portland VA Hospital. They have a
home (and two cats) in Beaverton.

2001

In November 2008, Colin Keys
accepted a position with Edge Sports
and
Entertainment
in
Denver,
Colorado, as a sales associate for the
Denver Outlaws of Major League
Lacrosse.
Timothy Neary received a master’s
in counseling psychology in 2007
from Pacific University in Portland,
Oregon, and is currently attending
Indiana State University to receive his
doctorate in clinical psychology.
Michael
Tuck-Lee
married
Victoria Luyapan on August 9, 2008,
at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church in
Seattle. Fr. Kevin Connell, S.J. was the
celebrant. Michael’s brother, Jimmy
‘96, was the cantor. Michael and Vicky
met at Harvey Mudd College and now
reside in Kenmore, Washington.

2002

only non-profit theater devoted
entirely to the art of comedy. Curious
Comedy Theatre specializes in improv
and sketch comedy and offers shows
Thursdays-Sundays. They also teach
comedy classes to kids and adults.
Their outreach program uses teachers
and performers to work with kids
and seniors who might not otherwise
be able to enjoy comedy at our
theater. For more information about
Curious Comedy Theatre, visit www.
curiouscomedy.org.

Marilyn
(Freeman)
Worth
married Zach Worth III on August 30,
2008, at Trinity Episcopal Cathedral
in Portland, Oregon. Zach grew up
in The Dalles, Oregon, and the two
met in an economics class at Oregon
State University. They currently reside
in Corpus Christi, Texas, while Zach
attends flight school for the United
States Marine Corps.

2005

2004

Emily Gray is now working as a
residential real estate broker for John L.
Scott Real Estate in Portland, Oregon.
She can be reached at emilygray@
johnlscott.com.
Kevin Mader is currently living
near Zurich, Switzerland and working
on his PhD at the Swiss Federal
Institute of Technology.
Benjamin Ian Machuca was
born August 24, 2008, to Cynda
(Armstrong) Machuca and Ian
Machuca. He weighed 8 lbs., 5 oz.
Cynda, Ian and Ben are all doing
great!

2008
Shalene Rhodes moved back to
Portland and is working as a financial
advisor for Morgan Stanley Global
Wealth Management. After four years
at the firm, she was made partner of
the Murphy North Group in 2008.

Patrick Carlyle recently moved
from New York City to Los Angeles
to continue his acting career. He will
guest star on episode 15 of “Without
a Trace” on CBS, which aired in early
February 2009.

Jordan Cundari, former JHS
student pep band director, is now a
member of the Gonzaga University
pep band that supports the perennial
top 20 men’s basketball team.

2003

Kathryn Durkin is now working as
the executive director (and performer,
teacher, outreach coordinator, etc.) of
Curious Comedy Theatre, Portland’s
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JHS REUNION WEEKEND

•

SEPTEMBER 10-13, 2009

All alumni are invited to Reunion Weekend. Classes of ‘64, ‘69, ‘74, ‘79, ‘84, ‘89 and ‘99
will be honored. Event lineup includes a golf tournament on Thursday; Crusader Tailgate at
Ernesto’s on Friday night; morning reflection on Saturday morning; alumni gathering (“Toast
of JHS”) on Saturday night at JHS; alumni Mass and Hall of Fame brunch on Sunday.
Visit www.jesuitportland.org (“Alumni”) for alumni events or call 503.291.5414.

,

Jesuit High School
Age Magazine
9000 S.W. Beaverton-Hillsdale Hwy.
Portland, OR 97225-2491

Parents of Alumni: If you are still receiving your
son’s or daughter’s mail, please contact us with the
new information. Please call (503) 291-5476.
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