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THE MISSION
Jesuit High School’s mission to educate 
young women and men is rooted in nearly 
five centuries of a Jesuit educational tradition 
defined by faith, community, and a commitment 
to serve the “Greater Glory of God.” The 
school’s motto is Age Quod Agis, Do Well 
Whatever You Do.
 
Jesuit High School is a Catholic, college-
preparatory school in the Jesuit tradition. It 
serves students of all religious faiths.

Jesuit education fosters the harmonious 
development of the adolescent’s gifts: spiritual, 
religious, intellectual, physical, emotional, 
and aesthetic. Jesuit High School hopes to 
accomplish this development by demonstrating 
a personal concern for individuals, a special 
concern for the poor, an articulate wisdom, 
enthusiasm, and a sense of community. 

In so doing, the school hopes to graduate 
leaders who are committed to serve God 
and their fellow men and women through a 
profound sense of justice founded in love, i.e., 
leaders who are “men and women for others.”
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OUR INVITATION
Jesuit High School is seeking a new principal to begin July 2022. This position will work with 
talented and dedicated faculty, staff and administrators to provide holistic learning and growth 
opportunities for our 1,280 students. Jesuit is focused on teaching our students to become women 
and men for others, love each other and our common home, develop a passion for faith formation, 
be open to growth, to seek intellectual competence, and strive for justice. 

We invite you to serve with us, grow with us, and lead us in the next chapter of our school’s history.



Jesuit High School, located in Portland, Oregon 
in the beautiful Pacific Northwest, was founded 
in 1956 by the Society of Jesus and is part of a 
473-year Jesuit educational tradition. Jesuit High 
School is a Catholic, non-profit, coeducational 
college-preparatory school for grades 9-12 that 
serves 1,280 students of all religious faiths and 
backgrounds. 

At Jesuit, the school’s Catholic identity is 
celebrated while students are offered a uniquely 
Jesuit approach to education founded in the 
educational philosophy of Jesuit founder St. 
Ignatius of Loyola. The school’s goal is to educate 
the whole student: mind, body, and spirit. 
Students are challenged to be open to growth, 
intellectually competent, religious, loving, and 
committed to doing justice. 

Averaging 20 years of teaching experience, 
Jesuit’s faculty are committed to a lifetime of 
service and intellectual pursuit – 85 percent hold 
advanced degrees and nearly ten percent have 
doctorates. All students will find teachers who 
love their subjects, their students, and teaching 
itself.

Jesuit High School traditionally draws students 
from all over the Portland-Vancouver metropolitan 
area. This year our newest students come from 
over 62 different feeder schools and 42% of 
the overall student body identify as students of 
color. Although over two-thirds of our students are 
Catholic (68%), the school also serves students of 
a wide variety of religious backgrounds.

Jesuit’s superb academic program, diverse 
community, state-of-the-art facilities, and excellent 
co-curriculars allow students to expand their 
intellectual and aesthetic abilities and reach 
their God-given potential. The school is routinely 
ranked as one of the top high schools in Oregon, 
and it embraces individuals’ varied interests, 
pursuits, talents, and abilities. Jesuit offers a 
range of academic opportunities from AP and 
honors classes to extra tutoring and access to 
learning specialists; students are empowered to 
create their own academic plan for success.

Outside of the classroom, students thrive with 
opportunities to grow their faith through overnight 
retreats, weekly liturgies, service projects, and 
more. With 22 varsity sports competing in a 
nationally-recognized athletic program, nearly 
50 student-run clubs, and a world-class fine arts 
program, Jesuit encourages each student to 
explore new opportunities to find their niche.

Every year, seniors graduate from Jesuit ready 
to thrive whevere they go, including at the most 
demanding colleges and universities in America. 
More importantly, Jesuit graduates are ready to 
become tomorrow’s leaders who are “Women 
and Men for Others” in their communities and in 
the world.  

• Fast Facts about Jesuit High School
• School Profile 2021-22

THE SCHOOL
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https://www.jesuitportland.org/about/fast-facts
https://www.jesuitportland.org/uploaded/About_Us/Files/School_Profile_2021-2022.pdf


The most important lesson Jesuit High School 
students learn is that a Jesuit education is not for 
them alone. They are expected to use their gifts in 
service to humanity, i.e., to become women and 
men for others.

The Jesuit educational philosophy influenced by 
St. Ignatius and his spiritual exercises focuses 
on the development of the whole student: mind, 
body, heart and spirit. The application of the 
Ignatian Pedagogy Paradigm (IPP) is defined by 
a cycle of context, experience, reflection, action 
and evaluation in the learning environment. 

In challenging students to reflect on their learning, 
Jesuit educators hope to move students to assess 
how their learning impacts them as individuals 
and how it defines the individual’s relationship 
to the world, to oneself, and to God - thereby 
providing a transformational experience for 
students on all levels.

JESUIT APPROACH TO EDUCATION
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The Principal is responsible for policies, 
practices, and procedures to ensure that all 
students thrive in a safe, inspiring, challenging 
Catholic and Jesuit college-prep environment. 

With the President, the Principal is responsible 
for ensuring that the school’s mission is lived out 
in a vibrant and authentic manner. Specifically, 
the Principal has oversight of admissions, 
scheduling, curriculum development, campus 
ministry, Christian service, co-curricular 
activities (including athletics), academic 
personnel management and performance, 
professional development, emergency and 
safety procedures, and communication with the 
Jesuit High community.

The Principal reports directly to the President 
and is a member of the Academic Leadership 
Team, which includes the following people: the 
Vice Principals, Admissions Director, Campus 
Ministry Director, Director of Arrupe Center, 
Athletics Director, Human Resources Director, 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Director, and 
Registrar.

GENERAL POSITION DESCRIPTION

The new Principal will be a dynamic, energetic, 
engaging leader who facilitates learning, 
growth, and collaboration both inside and 
outside the classroom. The new Principal 
will be a practicing Catholic with a genuine 
commitment to Catholic, Jesuit education and 
the ability and willingness to relate well to 
students and members of the school community 
and to interact with them regularly.
   
The Principal will hold a minimum of a Master’s 
degree in an education-related discipline or 
equivalent. The Principal will have a successful 
background in teaching and/or leadership 
experience in a school setting. The Principal 
must understand, embrace, and be able to 
articulate the Jesuit mission and vision of 
college-preparatory education as well as 
embrace the Catholic faith. 

It is important that the Principal create 
a collaborative, positive, and inclusive 
environment conducive to open communication. 
The Principal will be open to new ideas and 
be able to effectively implement policies and 
programs that further the school’s mission and 
Catholic and Ignatian identity. The Principal 
should have, or be willing to obtain, an Oregon 
administrator’s license.

Please click here for detailed performance 
responsibilities.

QUALITIES AND QUALIFICATIONS
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https://www.jesuitportland.org/uploaded/Employment/2021-2022_School_Year/Principal_Profile_Performance_Responsibilities.pdf?1637346649434
https://www.jesuitportland.org/uploaded/Employment/2021-2022_School_Year/Principal_Profile_Performance_Responsibilities.pdf?1637346649434


We seek to have our new Principal in 
place by July 1, 2022.

START TIMEFRAME

This position offers a competitive salary 
and excellent benefits. We actively 
welcome all candidates from a wide 
range of backgrounds who have the skills 
to lead Jesuit High School as Principal – 
regardless of compensation history.

COMPENSATION
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Jesuit High School has engaged the national 
executive search firm Educational Directions to 
assist with the search. 

Candidates should submit all information as 
soon as possible to:

• Mathew Heersche, Ed.D.  
     mheersche@edu-directions.com
• Risa Oganesoff Heersche 
     rheersche@edu-directions.com

Electronic submission of materials is required. 
Please send materials in a consolidated PDF 
format. 

Candidates should submit the following 
documents:

• Targeted cover letter explaining their interest 
and qualifications for the Principal position at 
Jesuit High School

• Brief educational philosophy statement 
that includes the candidate’s thoughts on 
assuming the academic leadership at Jesuit 
High School

• Current résumé
• Names, e-mail addresses and telephone 

numbers of five references for the school to 
contact

SEARCH PROCESS
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