
Test Days: Saturday, December 5
          Saturday, December 12

Test Time: 8:00 am

Online/Remote 
Version

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
The online exam is self-guided and can be taken by 8th grade applicants to Jesuit High School in 
any quiet, safe location with high speed internet. The test should be completed by the student/
applicant without help and/or interference from others. The test will be proctored by Jesuit 
faculty over Zoom. 

Note: The Exam is the same test as the paper-and-pencil version from previous years administered on Jesuit’s 
campus. 

Access to high-speed internet is required for this test. We recommend that students use a laptop 
or desktop computer with a camera. Students may use a tablet (e.g., Chromebook, iPad etc.), 
with a secondary device that has a camera (e.g. smart phone). Tablets are unable to handle both 
the test and the Zoom proctoring at the same time. We also recommend using a device with a 
keyboard so that you can type your answer to the writing sample efficiently. Scratch paper and 
pencil are recommended. 

Note: If you have never used Zoom on your device, you will be prompted to download it after clicking on the 
link. 

The exam may be taken in any quiet location that has internet access. 

Preparing for
the HSPT 
Entrance Exam 

How does the online exam work? 

What do I need to take the exam? 

Can I take the exam from any location? 

When is the exam and how long is the exam?
The exam will be administered through Jesuit on Saturday, December 5 and Saturday, December 
12, 2020, beginning at 8:00 am PST (check-in time). 

Students will finish by 12:00 pm. The actual test time is about 2.5 hours. The four-hour window 
allows time to check in with the proctor, take the writing sample, complete the required 
demographic information before the HSPT exam begins, read the tutorial, and take short 
breaks. Students might complete the exam early, as it is self-paced. Once students finish and 
submit the test, they may depart the test session.The four-hour time frame allows sufficient 
and reasonable time to complete the test, accoring to the Scholastic Testing Service (STS) who 
publishes the HSPT.

Note: The online exam follows the same time frame as the previous paper-and-pencil version. 



Please contact the admissions office at 503.291.5423 if you don’t have the required 
equipment or testing conditions, and we will make alternate arrangements for you 
to take the test. 

A few days before the test date, we will send a link to access the exam online, as 
well as a username and password to log in. The information will be sent to the 
email address that was used to register for the exam. 

Upon logging in to the online exam, students will view a tutorial on how to start 
the exam. The tutorial does not count toward the time students are given to 
complete the exam. 

What if I don’t have access to high-speed internet, a quiet 
location or the required devices/equipment? 

How do I access the exam? 

How will I start the exam? 

What happens if the internet goes out during the exam?
If you lose connection to the internet, the test “freezes” in time. When you log back 
in, you will be taken to the place where you left off when you lost your connection 
to the internet. 

• Please do not worry about this test. There is no need to study for it. We 
recommend that students get a good night’s sleep and eat a healthy breakfast 
before the test. 

• This online remote HSPT format is new for everyone. We will address issues as 
they arise and make sure all applicants have the opportunity to finish the test. 

• We understand that the placement test can cause anxiety. Please know that 
HPST is only one small part of Jesuit’s holistic admissions process. We know 
that one test score does not necessarily accurately predict a student’s success in 
high school and should be viewed in conjunction with other academic records. 

• We are aware that students may have experienced “COVID-slide” in their 
academic skills since March, 2020. The HSPT has been re-normed in light 
of school closures across the country, which means the national percentiles 
and grade level equivalencies on score reports will be modified to take into 
account loss of learning time in the USA in 2020. 

Tips and Reminders

Is there an essay component to the exam? 
There will be a 10-minute writing sample at the beginning of the exam period. 
Students will be given several writing topics from which to choose and are not 
expected to study or know anything specific in order to answer the question. 

How do I share my test results with other high schools?
None of the other Catholic high schools in Portland are requiring the HSPT for 
application this year. We are happy to share your test results with any other high 
school (out of the Portland area) if requested via admissions@jesuitportland.org. 

Writing samples are being required for applicants to all Catholic high schools 
in Portland this year. We will share your writing sample with any of the other 
Portland-area Catholic high schools that you indicate at the time of the Jesuit test 
(on test day). We will not accept late requests (after the test date) to share writing 
samples with other Portland-area Catholic high schools. 

When will I know my test results?
Jesuit will mail your test results to you by mid-January. 

Further Questions? 
Contact the Jesuit High School Admissions Office at 
admissions@jesuitportland.org or call 503.291.5423

Is extended time offered on the test?
For students who qualify for extended time on tests and who submit qualifying 
professional documentation (IEP, ILP, psychoeducational testing, learning 
difference diagnosis, etc.), we can offer an extended time version of the test (1.5x) 
on Saturday, December 12. Please indicate on your test registration that you 
qualify for extended time and send your documentation to 
admissions@jesuitportland.org. 

Where can I learn more about the test?
You can view a “Student Tutorial,” which provides an opportunity for you to 
familiarize yourself with the features of the testing interface prior to taking the 
test. To access the tutorial:
• Go to www.stsusers.com and click “Students”
• Select “HSPT Online” from the list of options and click “View Tutorial”


