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Future AP English Language and Composition students, 

 

Welcome to AP English Language and Composition! We are excited to work with you next year. 

AP English Language and Composition is an advanced, college-level class focused primarily on 

rhetoric and writing; that is, analyzing choices that writers make in appealing to specific 

audiences. For that reason, the text you will read this summer, 50 Essays: A Portable Anthology, 

6th ed. aligns well with what we cover during the year. It is used in many college’s introduction 

to writing classes (ENG 121, for example).  

 

The text includes non-fiction essays on varying themes, topics, and perspectives. The topics of 

some essays are difficult and may be challenging to your perspectives: we encourage you to keep 

a journal and/or discuss the essays with your future classmates. Ultimately, you are not being 

instructed to agree with any perspectives given, but to recognize the value in different voices on 

varying topics and the rhetoric the writer employs to discuss the topic.  

 

Primarily, as this is rhetoric class, we would like you to read from the writer’s perspective. That 

is, ask yourself questions such as “Why does the author use repetition?” or “How does the use of 

a single sentence as a paragraph serve the tone?” or “What is the function of a curse word—why 

use it?” Most importantly, be curious about the essays, how they are written, and what that might 

inform us about successful writing.  

 

For your summer reading, you will be reading from each “Rhetorical Mode” (see page 

xvii). Certain essays from each rhetorical mode are required (see list below) but you may choose 

to read any others that you find worthwhile.  

 

As you read, we encourage you to use a journal to track your thoughts. Many of these essays will 

be referred to throughout the year. Should you need guidance, at the end of each essay is a 

section called “For Discussion and Writing” that includes guiding questions—feel free to 

respond to those, but they are not required.  

 

Upon returning in the fall, you will be tasked to write a timed essay in which you will respond 

to a prompt using evidence from your reading.  

 

Best wishes for your summer,  

 

 

Mr. Falkner and Mr. Villareal 

 

 



Required Readings of Rhetorical Modes  

 

Narration:  

• Sandra Cisneros “Only Daughter”  

• Langston Hughes “Salvation”  

Description:  

• E.B. White “Once More to the Lake”  

• Eli Claire “Clearcut: Explaining the Distance”  

Process Analysis:  

• Stephen King “Reading to Write” 

• Frederick Douglas “Learning to Read and Write”  

Example 

• Thomas Jefferson “The Declaration of Independence” 

Definition 

• Walt Whitman “Slang in America”  

Classification 

• Amy Tan “Mother Tongue”  

• Stephanie Ericsson “The Ways We Lie” 

Comparison/Contrast 

• Bharati Mukherjee “Two Ways to Belong in America” 

Cause/Effect 

• Ta-Nehisi Coates “The Paranoid Style of American Policing” 

Argument/Persuasion 

• Malcom Gladwell “Small Change: Why the Revolution Will Not be Tweeted” 

• Henry David Thoreau “Civil Disobedience” 

• Ai Weiwei “The Refugee Crisis Isn’t About Refugees: It’s About Us” 

 

 

 


