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Standardized Test Guide 
 

 

Tests at Jesuit 
In addition to AP exams, Jesuit administers the following tests: 

 PSAT 8/9 – all freshmen take this test on a school day in spring. 

 PreACT – all sophomores take this practice ACT on a school day in spring. 

 PSAT – all sophomores and juniors take this practice SAT on a school day in fall. 

 
 

PSAT 8/9 
The PSAT 8/9 (administered to freshmen) tests the same skills and knowledge as the PSAT and SAT on a grad-

appropriate level for 9th grade students. It measures what students are learning in school and lets them know where 

there is room for improvement. Students are tested in math, reading, writing, and language. Total scores for the PSAT 

range between 240 and 1440. The best way to prepare for the PSAT 8/9 is to do homework, study for tests and 

quizzes, read, and ask questions in class. These are habits and choices that lead to success in school and on future 

standardized tests. 

 

 

PSAT  

The PSAT (administered to sophomores and juniors) is a practice SAT that gives students the opportunity to assess 

their skills in math, reading, writing, and language. Total scores for the PSAT range between 320 and 1520. The best 

way to prepare for the PSAT is to continue good study habits in school and read! Jesuit provides a PSAT prep class 

during summer session although all students can access test prep resources on the College Board PSAT website. 

Students can use their online account with College Board to view their PSAT scores and to access SAT test prep 

resources. Note: Juniors who take the PSAT will be considered for the National Merit Scholarship Competition, 

which uses a state-specific Selection Index to identify Commended and Semifinalist students. 

 

 

PreACT 

The PreACT (administered to sophomores) is a grade-appropriate practice ACT that gives students the opportunity to 

assess their skills in English, math, reading, and science and a snapshot of predicted success on the ACT. Scores are 

on a 1-36 scale. The best way to prepare for the PreACT is to continue good study habits in school and read!  
  

 

SAT 
The SAT is a standardized test administered by the College Board. The test is comprised of an evidence-based 

reading & writing section and a math section, with total score range between 400 and 1600. There is also an optional 

essay. For test prep info, test dates, testing locations, etc. visit https://sat.collegeboard.org 

 

 

ACT 
The ACT is a standardized test that tests student knowledge in English, math, reading, and science, with a 1-36 score 

scale. For test prep info, test dates, testing locations, etc. visit http://www.act.org/  

https://sat.collegeboard.org/
http://www.act.org/
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SAT vs ACT 

The best way to determine which test best fits you, take practice tests – like the PSAT and PreACT, which are 

both administered at Jesuit – and then compare the results. In addition to comparing test structure and content, 

it’s also important to consider your college admissions timeline when scheduling & registering for exams. There 

is no significant content difference between the ACT and the SAT, though:  

 ACT’s math section tests slightly more complex math comprehension  

 ACT has a science section (which tests critical thinking skills, not specific science knowledge)  

 SAT has one math section for which students cannot use a calculator.  

 

 ACT SAT 

Length* 2 hours, 55 min (without Writing Test) 

3 hours, 35 min (with Writing Test) 

 

Students have less time per problem than 

SAT (good for students who perform well 

under pressure!) 

 

3 hours (without Essay) 

3 hours, 50 min (with Essay) 

 

Students have more time per problem 

than ACT (good for students who may 

need a bit more time to consider answers) 

Sections: 

Minutes / # 

of Questions 

English: 45 / 75  

Reading: 35 / 40  

Math (with calculator): 60 / 60  

Science: 35 / 40  

TOTAL: 175 min / 215 questions 

 

Writing (optional): 40 min / 1 prompt 

Writing & Language: 35 / 44 

Reading: 65 / 52 

Math (with calculator): 55 / 38 

Math (no calculator) 25 / 20 

TOTAL: 180 min / 154 questions 

 

Essay (optional): 50 min / 1 prompt 

Test Style Questions may be long but are fairly 

straightforward and not particularly 

difficult to decipher 

Questions are evidence and context-based 

in an effort to focus on real-world 

situations and multi-step problem-solving 

Score Scored on a scale of 1-36  

 

Score is based on average scores from 

English, Reading, Math, and Science (4 

scores of 1-36). No penalty for wrong 

answers. 

 

Optional Writing Test = separate score 

Scored on a scale of 400-1600 / 

 

Score is based on a combination of 

Evidence-Based Reading & Writing and 

Math (2 scores of 200-800). No penalty 

for wrong answers 

 

Optional Essay = separate score 

 

*ACT and the College Board may include a temporary experimental section that increases the overall length of 

the exam. An experimental section does not count toward/against your score. 
 

 

SAT & ACT Information 

Most 4-year colleges require freshman applicants to submit SAT or ACT scores to be considered for admission and, 

potentially, scholarships. Some colleges require scores from several different standardized tests. Community Colleges 

do not require the SAT, ACT or SAT Subject Tests. Note: students are responsible for sending scores to colleges 

during the application process. 

 

Based on level of academic preparedness, most students take the SAT or ACT during spring of their junior year 

and/or fall of their senior year. However, students who will have successfully completed Algebra II and English II 

Honors by the end of 10th grade could consider testing at the conclusion of their sophomore year. Students who 

consider testing early are advised to discuss this with their Jesuit counselor. 
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Jesuit recommends that each student take the SAT + Essay or ACT + Writing at least once to ensure they have a 

complete score report to send if optional essay or writing test are required by any of the colleges they apply to during 

senior year. 

 

Some colleges, especially highly selective colleges, require applicants submit all scores. Since these tests are meant to 

assess students on a level playing field and determine their readiness for college, a student who takes a test many 

times might be sending the signal that they’re not taking the test seriously enough to prepare or have difficulty 

improving scores. That being said… regardless of which test a student chooses to take, they should prepare by 

becoming familiar with the format, structure, and content by taking practice tests or engaging in other test prep 

activities. 

 

 
SAT & ACT Test Prep 
In addition to offering test prep classes during the school year and summer session, Jesuit maintains a list of local test 

prep classes and tutors. This list is available in the Counseling Center and in the Family Connection Document 

Library. Students can also visit the SAT and ACT websites to access online tutorials, practice tests, and study guides. 

 https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/practice  

 http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-preparation.html  

 

Regardless if a student is taking the SAT or ACT, they should begin to study & prepare a few months in advance. 

Committing 20-30 minutes a day to test prep will ensure a student is more prepared and less stressed than if they cram 

for a few days or weeks leading up to the test. 

 
 

SAT Subject Tests 
The SAT Subject Tests are standardized tests administered by the College Board and test students in subjects they’ve 

learned in high school, such as French, U.S. History, or Physics. The SAT Subject Tests allow students to further 

demonstrate interest in specific majors or programs of study and to highlight skills and knowledge. In general, 

students should take the tests as soon as possible after completing a corresponding course in school, while the 

material is still fresh in their mind. Students tend perform best on the language tests after at least three years of study.  
 

Many selective colleges – or specific academic programs at a college – require or strongly recommend applicants 

submit SAT Subject Test scores. Usually, 2 to 3 tests are required or recommended. A variety of tests are available in 

Math, History, Science, English, and World Languages. Tests are administered at a number of high schools and 

colleges statewide. 

 
Students should speak with their teachers about academic preparedness and visit the SAT Subject Test website 

(https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat-subject-tests) to review details on anticipated skills, test content, and 

recommended preparation. 

 

 

Test Optional Information 

A growing number of colleges are moving away from requiring applicants to submit scores from the SAT or ACT. 

Visit http://www.fairtest.org/university/optional for a list of “Test Optional” colleges. 

 

 

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/practice
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-preparation.html
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat-subject-tests
http://www.fairtest.org/university/optional

