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English I Summer Reading List 
Below is the summer reading book for all students who will be freshmen in 2014-15. 

 

Collins, Suzanne, The Hunger Games  (science fiction) 
Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen accidentally becomes a 
contender in the annual Hunger Games, a brutal competition 
hosted by the Capitol where young boys and girls are pitted 
against one another in a televised fight to the death. 

 
 
 

English II Summer Reading List 
Below is the summer reading list for students who will be sophomores in 2014-15. 

 

 

Albom, Mitch, Tuesdays with Morrie: an Old Man, a Young Man, 
and Life’s Greatest Lesson  (nonfiction) 

The author, an alumnus of Brandeis University, tells of his 
meetings with a former professor suffering from Lou Gehrig's 
disease and of the lessons he learned about life and death from 
his college mentor. 

 

Alexie, Sherman, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian 
(fiction) 

Budding cartoonist Junior leaves his troubled school on the 
Spokane Indian Reservation to attend an all-white farm town 
school where the only other Native American is the school 
mascot. 

 

Bacigalupi, Paolo, Ship Breaker (science fiction) 
In a futuristic world, teenaged Nailer scavenges copper wiring 
from grounded oil tankers for a living, but when he finds a 
beached clipper ship with a girl in the wreckage, he has to 
decide if he should strip the ship for its wealth or rescue the girl. 
“2011 Michael L. Printz Winner” 
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Bissinger, H.G.,  Friday Night Lights: a Town, a Team, and a Dream 
(nonfiction) 

Follows the 1988 season of the Permian Panthers, a high school 
football team in Odessa, Texas, exploring the lives of the players 
and the impact of the championship team on the small town. 

 

Budhos, Marina,  Ask me no questions (fiction) 
Fourteen-year-old Nadira, her sister, and their parents leave 
Bangladesh for New York City, but the expiration of their visas 
and the events of September 11, 2001, bring frustration, 
sorrow, and terror for the whole family. 

 

Christie, Agatha,  And Then There Were None (fiction) 
Ten strangers – each with a sordid past – are summoned by an 
absent millionaire to a private island off the coast of Devon and 
begin to die one by one upon arrival. 

 

Coben, Harlan, Tell No One: a novel  (fiction) 
Eight years after the disappearance of his wife Elizabeth – 
presumed dead  – Dr. David Beck receives an email message 
containing hints that she is alive, prompting him to leave 
everyone he knows and trusts to chase after that possibility. 
Little does he know he is being hunted as well. 

 
Davis, Katie, Kisses From Katie : a Story of Relentless Love and 
Redemption (nonfiction) 

Provides a detailed account of Katie Davis' decision to forego 
her typical family and school life at the age of eighteen, so she 
could move to Uganda and fulfill her passion to assist 
underprivileged children and make a difference in their lives. 
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Foer, Franklin, How Soccer Explains the World: an Unlikely Theory 
of Globalization  (nonfiction) 

The author presents his theories about how soccer in different 
countries creates an understanding of how international forces 
affect politics and life in the world. 

 

Gardner, Sally, Maggot Moon  (fiction) 
Friendship and trust inspire Standish to rise up against an 
oppressive regime and expose the truth about a planned moon 
landing. “2014 Michael L. Printz Honor” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Krakauer, Jon, Into Thin Air: a Personal Account of the Mt. Everest 
Disaster  (nonfiction) 

The author relates his experience of climbing Mount Everest 
during its deadliest season and examines what it is about the 
mountain that makes people willingly subject themselves to 
such risk, hardship, and expense. “1998 Alex Award”  

 

 
 Lansing, Alfred, Endurance: Shackleton’s Incredible Voyage 

(nonfiction) 
Provides an account of the voyage undertaken by polar explorer 
Ernest Shackleton and his crew aboard the Endurance in 1914-
15, telling how the men survived after their ship became locked 
inside an island of ice and drifted for ten months before being 
crushed.  

 

Picoult, Jodi, My Sister’s Keeper: a novel  (fiction) 
Thirteen-year-old Anna, conceived specifically to provide blood 
and bone marrow for her sister Kate who was diagnosed with a 
rare form of leukemia at the age of two, decides to sue her 
parents for control of her body when they want her to donate a 
kidney to Kate. “2005 Alex Award” 
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Riggs, Ransom,  Ms. Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children 
(fiction) 

Sixteen-year-old Jacob, travels to a remote island after a family 
tragedy, discovers an abandoned orphanage, and, after some 
investigating, learns the children who lived there may have 
been dangerous and quarantined and may still be alive. “2012 
YALSA’s Readers’ Choice” 

 

Satrapi, Marjane,  Persepolis (graphic novel) 
In black and white images, the author shares the story of her life 
in Tehran, Iran, where she lived from ages six to fourteen while 
the country came under control of the Islamic regime. “2004 
Alex Award” 

For students in Honors English II, you must read the title below plus two additional titles of 
your choice.  

 

Krakauer, Jon, Into the Wild  (nonfiction) 
Tells the story of Chris McCandless, a twenty-four-year-old who 
walked into the Alaskan wilderness on an idealistic journey and 
was found dead of starvation four months later. The author 
attempts to discover what led the young man to that point. 

 
 
 
 

English III Summer Reading List 
Below is the summer reading list for students who will be juniors in 2014-15. 

 
 

Cain, Susan, Quiet: The Power of Introverts in a World That Can’t 
Stop Talking  (nonfiction) 

Explores the role introverts play in a world that is geared 
towards those who enjoy communicating with others and offers 
practical suggestions at how introverts can make sure their 
message is heard. 
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Frost, Mark, The Greatest Game Ever Played : Harry Vardon, 
Francis Ouimet, and the Birth of Modern Golf (nonfiction) 

Presents an early-twentieth-century history of golf by telling the 
stories of British champion Harry Vardon and young American 
Francis Ouimet, focusing on their showdown at the 1913 U.S. 
Open. 

 

Heller, Joseph, Catch 22  (fiction) 
Presents the 1961 satire of military bureaucracy, focusing on 
the story of John Yossarian, a bombardier in World War II who 
is trying to avoid getting killed while at the same time dealing 
with a colonel who keeps upping the number of missions he 
must fly. 

 

Kesey, Ken, One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest: a novel  (fiction) 
The struggle for power between a head nurse and a male 
patient in a mental institution leads to a climax of hate, violence 
and death. 

 

Moore, Kenny, Bowerman and the Men of Oregon : the Story of 
Oregon's Legendary Coach and Nike's Cofounder (biography) 

A biography of Bill Bowerman, discussing his family and youth, 
WWII service, and his tenure as the running coach at the U of O, 
a position that led him to invent the waffle-soled running shoe 
later produced by Nike. 

 

Morgenstern, Erin, The Night Circus  (fantasy) 
A circus known as Le Cirque des Rêves features two illusionists, 
Celia and Marco, who are unknowingly competing in a game to 
which they have been irrevocably bound by their mercurial 
masters. As the two fall deeply and passionately in love with 
each other, their masters intervene with dangerous 
consequences.  “2012 Alex Award” 
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Quart, Alissa, Branded: the Buying and Selling of Teenagers  
(nonfiction) 

An incisive exposé of the underhanded advertising initiatives 
that target teens and an exploration of their disturbing 
consequences. 

 

Rowell, Rainbow, Eleanor & Park (fiction) 
Set over the course of one school year in 1986, this is the story 
of two star-crossed misfits – smart enough to know that first 
love almost never lasts, but brave and desperate enough to try. 
“2014 Michael L. Printz Honor” 

 

Sedgwick, Marcus, Midwinter Blood (fiction) 
Seven linked vignettes unfold on a Scandinavian island 
inhabited – throughout various time periods – by Vikings, 
vampires, ghosts, and a curiously powerful plant. “2014 Michael 
L. Printz Winner” 

 

Stiefvater, Maggie,  Scorpio Races (fantasy) 
Nineteen-year-old returning champion Sean Kendrick competes 
against Puck Connolly, the first girl ever to ride in the annual 
Scorpio Races, both trying to keep hold of their dangerous water 
horses long enough to make it to the finish line. “2012 Michael 
L. Printz Honor” 

 

Stirling, S.M.,  Dies the Fire (science fiction) 
A mysterious event, known as the Change, causes all electronic 
devices (computers, telephones, engines, and radios) to quit 
working, forcing a reorganization of society with groups of 
survivors banding together for safety and sustenance, or for 
criminal purposes. 
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Teller, Janne, Nothing  (fiction)  
When thirteen-year-old Pierre Anthon leaves school to sit in a 
plum tree and train for becoming part of nothing, his seventh 
grade classmates set out on a desperate quest for the meaning 
of life. “2011 Michael L. Printz Honor” 

 

Wein, Eliabeth, Code Name Verity  (fiction)  
In 1943, a British fighter plane crashes in Nazi-occupied France 
and the survivor tells a tale of friendship, war, espionage, and 
great courage as she relates what she must to survive while 
keeping secret all that she can. “2013 Michael L. Printz Honor” 

For students in English III AP Language, you must read the title below plus two additional titles 
of your choice. 

 

Eggers, Dave,  Zeitoun (fiction) 
Details the experiences of Abdulrahman Zeitoun, a Syrian-
American and New Orleans resident, and his family, in the 
aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, and describes how he was 
arrested and falsely imprisoned because of his ethnicity. 

 
 
 

English IV Summer Reading List 
Below is the summer reading list for students who will be seniors in 2014-15. 

 

 

Akpan, Uwem, Say You’re One of Them (fiction)  
A collection of short stories by Uwem Akpan that celebrate the 
resilience and wisdom of children in third world countries. 
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Bascomb, Neal, The Perfect Mile: Three Athletes, One Goal, and 
Less than Four Minutes to Achieve It  (nonfiction) 

Chronicles the 1952-54 struggle between Britain's Roger 
Bannister, Australia's John Landy, and the United State's Wes 
Santee to become the first person ever to run a mile in under 
four minutes. 

 Brown, Daniel James, the Boys in the Boat : Nine Americans and 
Their Epic Quest for Gold at the 1936 Olympics  (nonfiction) 

Tells the story of the University of Washington's 1936 eight-oar 
crew and their epic quest for an Olympic gold medal, a team 
that transformed the sport and grabbed the attention of millions 
of Americans. It traces the story of the team that defeated elite 
rivals at Hitler's 1936 Berlin Olympics, sharing the experiences 
of their enigmatic coach, a visionary boat builder, and a 
homeless teen rower. 

 

Donoghue, Emma, Room: a novel  (fiction) 
Five-year-old Jack has spent his life living in an eleven-by-
eleven foot space his mother calls Room. While Jack uses his 
imagination to create wondrous fantasies to entertain himself, 
his mother dreads the day her son begins to question why they 
must remain in Room and tries to find a way to escape. “2011 
Alex Award” 

 

Eggers, Dave, What is the What: the autobiography of Valentino 
Achak Deng: a novel  (fiction) 

Based closely on true experiences of the Lost Boys of Sudan, 
who fled their war-ravaged country to come to the United States 
in the mid-1980s, this novel is heartbreaking and arresting, filled 
with adventure, suspense, tragedy, and, finally, triumph. 

 

Foer, Jonathan Safran, Everything is Illuminated: a novel  (fiction) 
American college student Jonathan Safran Foer sets out (along 
with Ukranian travel agent Alex Perchov, Alex's depressive 
grandfather, and the family dog) to find the village where a 
Ukranian woman might or might not have saved Jonathan's 
grandfather from the Nazis during World War II. 

 

French, Tana, In the Woods  (fiction) 
Dublin detective Bob Ryan has never been able to recall what 
happened, when as a child in 1984, he and two friends went into 
the woods and only he returned. He sees a chance to solve the 
mystery of the past through his investigation of the murder of a 
twelve-year-old girl whose body has been found in the same 
woods. 
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Gaiman, Neil, Neverwhere  (fiction) 
Richard Mayhew, a young businessman living in London, helps 
an injured girl and finds his life changed when he leaves reality 
and enters the city's underground world of sewers and 
abandoned subway stations – a world in which the girl he 
helped is someone of power and nobility. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gladwell, Malcolm, Blink: the Power of Thinking Without Thinking 
(nonfiction) 

Presents a study of how people think without thinking, looking 
at the brain processes involved in making snap decisions, 
discussing why some people seem to have great instincts while 
others consistently choose unwisely, and examining ways to 
control the process. 

 

Hillenbrand, Laura, Unbroken: a World War II Story of Survival, 
Resilience, and Redemption (nonfiction) 

A biography of Olympic runner and World War II bombardier, 
Louis Zamperini, who had been rambunctious in childhood 
before succeeding in track and eventually serving in the 
military, which led to an ordeal in which he was forced to find a 
way to survive in the open ocean after being shot down. 

 

Ruiz Zafon, Carlos, The Shadow of the Wind  (fiction) 
In 1945 Spain, the young son of an antique-book dealer 
searches for more books by Julián Carax, an author he has 
recently discovered, and finds that everything Carax has ever 
written has been destroyed – and that his search has put his 
friends and family in danger. 

 

Stein, Garth, The Art of Racing in the Rain: a novel  (fiction) 
Enzo, the dog of professional race car driver Denny Swift, recalls 
the memories of his life and shares his insight into the human 
condition that he learned from observing his owner. 

 

Worth, Jennifer, Call the Midwife : a Memoir of Birth, Joy, and 
Hard Times (nonfiction) 

A memoir that chronicles the author's work as a midwife after 
training with an Anglican order of nuns in the 1950s and working 
amid the slums on the East End of London, covering the various 
people and situations she encountered. 



Page 10 of 10 
 
For students in English IV AP Literature, you must read both titles below plus an additional 
title of your choice. 

 
Foster, Thomas C., How to Read Literature Like a Professor: A 
Lively and Entertaining Guide to Reading Between the Lines 
(nonfiction) 

Explains how to understand symbolism in literature, discussing 
the appearance of journeys, eating, drowning, rain, violence, 
sex, illness, geography, Christ figures, and other signifiers, and 
how to see patterns the way literature professors do. 

 
Shelley, Mary Wollstonecraft, Frankenstein (fiction) 

Presents the 1818 text of the novel about a monster assembled 
by a scientist from parts of dead bodies, who develops a mind of 
his own and learns to loathe himself and hate his creator; and 
includes explanatory annotations, a selection of related writings, 
and a collection of critical essays. Read one of these versions: 
Signet (0451532244) or Norton Critical (0393979385 

 
 
 


