
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
May 27, 2013 
 
 
Dear English I Honors Student, 
 
Congratulations on being placed into English I Honors!  Your placement is based on several factors: Your success in 
8th-grade English, your teachers’ enthusiastic recommendations, your excellent score on the placement exam, and 
your emerging writing skills. If you prefer to be placed in English I instead, please contact Mr. Smart immediately, 
and he can update your registration. 
 
Before I discuss your summer reading and writing assignment, let me stress how excited I am to work with you. 
Please know that English I Honors is not my class; rather, it is our shared experience in building classroom 
community and in developing your close reading, grammar and writing skills. So that I can begin assessing these 
skills, please complete the following close reading and writing assignments.  
 
Close Reading Assignment   
Read The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins. While many of you have read the novel, you should now read it 
closely for associative understanding. Reading associatively means that you are consciously identifying evidence 
from the text and that you are associating ideas with these examples, ideas that might explore characters, a theme, 
settings, a symbol, or point of view.  
 
WritingAssignment   
Utilizing the writing instruction that you received at your school, compose a multi-paragraph essay about The 
Hunger Games, one that demonstrates your emerging analytical and stylistic voices. The essay should include an 
introduction paragraph, multiple body paragraphs and a conclusion paragraph. Please type and double-space your 
essay. 
 
Submission and Grading 
Please e-mail essay to rvillareal@jesuitportland.org by Tuesday, August 27. Your essay will be assessed as a 
completion grade. In other words, your primary objective is to show me what you know about writing an analytical 
essay. We will use this summer assignment as a starting point for writing instruction.  
 
Let me leave you with some advice from Angeles Arrien, a cultural anthropologist: “Perfection does not tolerate 
mistakes, whereas excellence incorporates and learns from mistakes.” In other words, do not strive for perfection on 
your summer essay. Instead, simply do your best. And more importantly, strive for excellence by being receptive to 
feedback and by being open to revising your areas for improvement. If you have this attitude, you will be wildly 
successful in English I Honors this year. 
 
Enjoy your summer, and good luck on your close reading and writing assignments,  
 
 
 
 
René Villareal 
English I Honors Teacher 
rvillareal@jesuitportland.org 


