
 

 

 

 

 
 
May 17, 2017 
 
 
Dear English I Honors Student, 
 
Congratulations on being placed into English I Honors!  Your placement is based on several factors: Your success in 
8th-grade English, your teachers’ enthusiastic recommendations, your excellent score on the placement exam, and 
your emerging writing skills. If you prefer to be placed in English I instead, please contact Dr. Smart, Academic Vice 
Principal, and he can update your registration. 
 
Let us stress how excited we are to work with you. So that we can begin assessing your close reading and writing 
skills, please complete the following assignments.  
 
Close Reading Assignment   
Read Tattoos on the Heart by Fr. Greg Boyle, SJ.  
 
Writing Assignment   
Utilizing the writing instruction that you received at your previous school, 1) write a thesis statement about the 
book and 2) list six (6) examples from the book that support the thesis. Please note that the expectation is that you 
DO NOT WRITE A FULL, MULTIPARAGRAPH ESSAY. Rather, simply write a thesis statement and make a bulleted or 
numbered list of evidence from the book that supports it. 
 
Submission and Grading 
Be prepared to submit your assignment during the first week of school. It will be assessed as a completion grade, 
and we primarily will use it as a starting point for writing instruction. As such, it is not necessary to e-mail us over 
the summer to ask for feedback or for individual instruction. Your primary objective is to show us what you know 
about writing a thesis statement and about gathering convincing textual support.  
 
Let us leave you with some advice from Angeles Arrien, a cultural anthropologist: “Perfection does not tolerate 
mistakes, whereas excellence incorporates and learns from mistakes.” In other words, do not burden yourself this 
summer with completing a “perfect” assignment. Instead, simply do your best, and be open to revising your areas 
for improvement. With this attitude, you will be wildly successful in English I Honors this year. 
 
Enjoy your summer,   
 
 
 
Mr. René Villareal   Dr. David Exley 
English I Honors Teacher   English I Honors Teacher 
rvillareal@jesuitportland.org  dexley@jesuitportland.org 


