
Summer Reading 2015 
AP English Literature, Ms. Mathes 

Required Summer Reading  
How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas Foster,  

Frankenstein by Mary Shelley, and one more book of your choice 
 

**Please note that Foster has published another book titled How to Read Novels Like a Professor.  Don’t 
get that one (unless you want to read both!) 
 
Expectations for Completing Your Summer Reading 

 Plan wisely. You must complete and review the reading by the start of the first week of class. If 
you don’t remember details from the reading, it’s the same as never having done the reading at 
all. 

 Active, engaged reading is imperative in this class, so underline passages (be selective; don’t 
underline everything!) and annotate in the margins.  I expect you to come to class ready to discuss 
and ask questions about specific passages from the books that you find interesting, relevant, or 
problematic.   

 During the first weeks of class, you will write several short response papers on some of the ideas 
from the Foster text and on select passages from Frankenstein, as well as a longer essay on 
Frankenstein and an in-class essay on your free-choice book. 

 
Part I 
 
This summer you’ll read two books that will help us establish a foundation for our work all year. The first 
book you should read, How to Read Literature Like a Professor, provides an overview of prominent 
themes, motifs, styles, and genres in Western literature. This text will help you broaden your critical 
lens in preparation for our study of literature this year, giving you new ways to “see” the works you 
read.  
 
Foster writes in a light and engaging, if sometimes goofy, fashion.  He references numerous texts to 
illustrate his points, some of which you will be familiar with and some of which you won’t have heard of. 
Please don’t discount or criticize Foster’s topics just because you’re not familiar with the examples he 
uses.  You’re in high school; you haven’t read everything…yet.   
 
Assignment:  As you read each chapter, practice your active reading (annotation) skills. Highlight or 
underline the traits of each genre or motif and engage with the text in the right-hand margin: ask 
questions, disagree, provide examples from books and films you know that exemplify the concepts 
Foster discusses. For example, in the chapter on the significance of food and eating, I might write an 
annotation about how J.K. Rowling’s descriptions of the feasts and daily meals in the Harry Potter books 
underscore the sense of community at Hogwarts and contrast the lack of physical and emotional 
“sustenance” Harry suffers on Privet Drive. 
 
 
 



 
Part II 

 
This summer, I would also like you to read Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein, first published in 1818 with a 
second, revised edition published in 1831. My AP course is loosely organized around the topic of man 
and the supernatural or monstrous (though we will discuss numerous other approaches to the works we 
study as well!), and Frankenstein provides an excellent jumping off point for that discussion. 
 
 For our purposes, please make sure you buy a copy of the 1818 version!  There are significant 
differences between the 1818 and 1831 versions, and MOST editions published today are the 1831. 
The most recent Signet, Oxford, and Norton Critical Editions would be good choices. Both include 
helpful introductions, afterwards, or critical essays that will help you focus your reading and deepen your 
understanding of the text. 
 
Assignment:  As you read Frankenstein, keep in mind the following question, and annotate evidence in 
the book that helps you arrive at an understanding of what this text has to say about monstrousness. 
 
Based on your reading of Frankenstein, what does it mean to be a “monster” or “monstrous?”  According 
to your own working definition of that word, who is the more monstrous figure—Victor Frankenstein or 
the Creature—and why? 
 
You should come to class prepared to discuss specific passages in the text that help you answer this 
guiding question. 
 
Part III 
 
At Jesuit, all students read three novels over the summer. In addition to the Foster text and Frankenstein, 
you need to choose one additional work to read on your own.  If you need inspiration, the Jesuit 
Goodreads account contains a number of excellent recommendations from students and teachers.  You 
can also consult the College Board’s general AP English Literature reading list if you want to add a 
“sanctioned” book to your repertoire.   
 


