
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March, 2017 

 

Dear Member of the Jesuit Class of 2021 (!): 

 

Based on the placement exam math score (national percentile), each incoming freshman is provisionally 

scheduled for one of the following three courses:  Algebra 1, Algebra 1/Trig, or Honors Algebra 1/Trig.  

We are aware, though, that many students have taken at least one year of algebra and others have also had a 

year of geometry. Please know that in order to be successful in high school math, students are expected not 

only to be familiar with, but to have mastery of, the basic concepts of algebra and/or geometry.  In order to 

ensure proper placement, Jesuit offers challenge exams. 

 

These exams will take place on Wednesday, April 19, and Thursday, April 27. The Algebra 1 and the 

Algebra 1/Trig challenge exams begin at 3 pm and end at about 3:45, and the Geometry challenge exam 

takes place from 3:45 to about 4:30.  Any student wishing to change placement is required to pass the 

respective challenge exam(s).   

 

Results of the exam(s) will be mailed home approximately three weeks after the second exam date.  We 

will also inform students of any changes in math placement and/or recommend a summer school course if 

appropriate.   

 

Current Placement Challenge Exam Possible New Placement 

Algebra 1 Algebra 1 Algebra 1/Trig 

Algebra 1/Trig Algebra 1/Trig Honors Algebra I/Trig or 

Honors Geometry/Trig* 

Honors Algebra 1/Trig Algebra 1/Trig Honors Geometry/Trig* 

 

* For students who have completed (or nearly completed) a full course of geometry, the Geometry                  

Challenge Exam may be taken after completion of the Algebra 1/Trig Challenge Exam as a second exam on 

the same date, with the possible new  placement being Honors Algebra II/Trig or Honors Pre-Calculus. 

 

 

 

Rob Skokan 

Jesuit High School Math Department Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Frequently Asked Questions Regarding Math Challenge Exams: 
 

Q: Are calculators allowed on the exams? 

A: No. 

 

Q: What if I am unable to take the exam(s) at one of the two scheduled times? 

A: It is important that you take the scheduled exam if at all possible.  If there is an unavoidable 

conflict, you may request to reschedule the exam by emailing the math department chair, Rob 

Skokan. (rskokan@jesuitportland.org) 

 

Q: Are freshmen ever placed in regular geometry? 

A: No.  If a freshman is placed in a geometry course, it is Honors Geometry/Trig. 

 

Q: Are the exams timed tests? 

A: Yes.  Students will have no more than 60 minutes to complete a challenge exam. 

 

Q: Where is the location of the exam?   
A: In the Gedrose Student Center (cafeteria) on the west end of campus. 

 

Q: Where can students be picked up after the exam?   

A: At the turn-around drive.  Students may wait by the picnic tables. 

 

Q: What should I bring to the exam? 

A: Pencils or nothing; we supply scratch paper and pencils, and no calculator is allowed. 

 

Q: What if I have additional questions regarding the challenge exams? 

A: Contact Mr. Skokan:   rskokan@jesuitportland.org 

 

Q: What is covered on the Algebra 1 Challenge Exam? 

A: Pre-algebra concepts, with an emphasis on fractions, decimals, percents, order of operations, 

scientific notation, and solving simple linear equations in one variable. 

 

Q: What is covered on the Algebra 1/Trig Challenge Exam? 

A: The main concepts of a typical Algebra I course including the solving and graphing of linear 

functions; the x-y coordinate system, quadratic functions; solving systems of linear equations; 

rational equations; operations with polynomials; simplifying exponential and radical expressions; 

solving radical equations; factoring polynomials, etc. 

  

Q: What is on the Geometry Challenge Exam? 

A: The basics of geometry as required for all higher mathematics courses at Jesuit.  This includes 

knowledge of: parallel and perpendicular lines; angles and relations between angles in a geometric 

figure; fundamentals concerning triangles, including congruence and similarity relations; 

fundamentals concerning circles; familiarity with quadrilaterals; perimeter and area of basic 

geometric figures; the theorem of Pythagoras; the x-y coordinate system; distance between points in 

the plane; midpoint of a segment, etc. 

 

Q: Is there a way to see examples of what is covered on the challenge exams? 

A: Yes, a selective set of Practice Problems can also be found on the Jesuit website. 

 

Q: What calculator does Jesuit recommend for the school year? 

A: All Jesuit students in Honors Algebra II/Trig or above are REQUIRED to have a TI-89 (or TI-89 

Titanium) calculator. 
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