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JESUIT HIGH SCHOOL ACADEMIC POLICIES AND PROCEDURES FOR 

FRESHMEN 
 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
The requirements for graduation from Jesuit High School have been established by the Board of Trustees 

in conformance with guidelines developed by the Oregon State Department of Education and the Jesuit 

Secondary Education Association.  Students who successfully complete these requirements will be 

awarded a Jesuit High School diploma. 

 

Graduation requirements are stated in terms of “credits earned.”  One credit is awarded for each semester 

of work successfully completed.  Students are required to complete 51 credits in the required classes 

outlined below; and pass all courses taken at Jesuit High School.  Jesuit High School will not grant high 

school credit for experiences prior to enrollment in ninth grade, except for credit classes taken at Jesuit’s 

summer school in the summer before 9th grade.  All students must complete at least 65 hours of Christian 

Service as part of the Theology requirement. 

 

Required credits over four years: 

 

Theology:    Eight credits   Eight semesters 

 Christian Service   One credit   One semester 

 English:    Eight credits   Eight semesters 

 Mathematics:    Six credits   Six semesters 

 History:    Six credits   Six semesters 

 World Language:   Four credits   Four semesters 

 Physical Education/Health:  Four credits   Four semesters 

 Science:    Six credits   Six semesters 

 Fine Arts:    Two credits   Two semesters 

 Additional Electives:   Six credits   Six semesters 
  

 

All freshmen at Jesuit High School take the following classes: 

01. Faith Formation 

02. English I or English I Honors 

03. Fine Arts elective (Art I, Band I, Mixed Choir, Fine Arts I, Tech Theatre) or Physics Honors 

04. Mathematics 

05. Physical Education I 

06. World History 

07. World Language (French, Chinese, Spanish) or Study Skills 

 

COURSES AND STUDENT COURSE LOAD 
A complete description of all courses and programs offered at Jesuit High School is available online at 

www.jesuitportland.org.  This catalog contains descriptions of courses available to freshmen, as well as 

the school’s academic policies and procedures.   

 

All freshmen must be full-time students at Jesuit High School and must take seven classes each semester.  

At the discretion of the Principal and with the concurrence of the student’s parent(s), the “seven-class 

requirement” may be waived for an individual student.  Such waivers are extremely rare, and could 

impact college acceptance.  They are restricted to the following cases: 

 

 a. an emergency situation (e.g., serious illness on the part of the student) 

 b. a valid educational reason (e.g., enrollment in a college or university course) 

 

Jesuit works in cooperation with Thomas Edison High School, an alternative school located on the Jesuit 

campus.   
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FAILURES AND INCOMPLETES 

 

The following policies govern failures and incompletes: 

 

a. Students must pass all subjects taken at Jesuit High School.  A semester failure in any  

subject constitutes a deficiency which must be corrected.  Deficiencies may be corrected in 

several ways:  an approved class in evening school (Portland Public Schools and/or Portland 

Community College), summer school, or correspondence.  Classes taken over the Internet will not 

be considered for credit.  A student who fails a class must file with the Academic Vice Principal a 

plan to retake the course before the start of the next school year.  Failed classes may not be made 

up at Jesuit during the regular school year.  Make-up work will be added to the student’s 

transcript as a notation, but will not be included in the grade point average.  It is the student’s 

responsibility to provide the school with an official transcript of all make-up work. 

 

b. An “Incomplete” is sometimes awarded when a student has not fulfilled course requirements for 

some reason (e.g., prolonged illness).  In such cases, the student is expected to complete the 

requirements within four weeks of the date that the Incomplete was awarded.  It is always the 

student’s responsibility to contact the teacher with regard to correcting an Incomplete.  An 

Incomplete that is not corrected within the four-week time span becomes an “F” unless special 

arrangements are made with the Academic Vice Principal and the teacher involved. 

 

c. All students must carry a 2.00 or better grade point average (GPA).  Students who allow their 

semester GPA to drop below a 2.00 will be placed on academic probation and placed in a 

mandatory study hall.  Students who are on academic probation for two semesters may be asked 

to leave Jesuit High School. 

 

SCHEDULE CHANGES 

 

Schedule changes are discouraged.  Therefore, students must choose their courses wisely.  In the 

event students are misassigned, they may request a schedule change from the Academic Vice Principal, 

who will carefully consider each request.  The last date for a schedule change is the third Friday after 

classes begin.  There are no schedule changes in the second semester.  A $10.00 fee is charged for 

schedule changes.  To change a schedule, a student must: 

 

1. obtain a Schedule Change Form from the Academic Vice Principal; 

2. obtain the signatures of the teachers involved in the change; 

3. obtain a parent’s signature as an indication of his/her approval; 

4. obtain the counselor’s signature; and 

5. file the Schedule Change Form with the Academic Vice Principal for approval and signature. 

 

A schedule change is not effective until the Academic Vice Principal approves the request and 

indicates an effective date for the change. 
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REQUIREMENTS OF STUDENTS TAKING HONORS CLASSES 

 

ALL FRESHMAN HONORS CLASSES REQUIRE DEMONSTRATED PROFICIENCY 

BASED ON PLACEMENT OR CHALLENGE TEST SCORES AND ON THE FOLLOWING 

CRITERIA: 

 

A course designated by Jesuit High School as “Honors” (H) requires that students commit to in-

depth, intensive study of complex material, both in and out of class. 

 

Honors classes require students to have mastered the fundamental skills of the academic 

discipline. 

Students must have mastered the fundamental skills of the academic disciplines involved.  

Only when they have mastered the basic skills of spelling, grammar, manuscript 

preparation, problem-solving, calculation, research, experimentation, etc., are students 

prepared to enter Honors classes. 

 

Honors classes require students to work independently. 

Students often have to work on assignments without detailed instruction.  Students are 

responsible for asking questions when they do not fully understand material.  Students 

must be prepared to spend a greater amount of time on homework.  In addition, they must 

seek extra help, if needed, and make appointments with their teachers to obtain added 

support. 

 

Honors classes require students to develop personal commitments and a strong work ethic. 

Simply attending classes and behaving acceptably is not adequate.  Students must 

participate in discussions and activities.  They must develop an active interest in the 

concepts they are learning, engage these concepts, and actively seek answers to 

questions.  Students must commit to doing their best work, not the least work necessary, 

for a high grade. 

 

Honors classes require students to value learning. 

While grades are important and taken seriously, learning must be the first priority of 

students.  Students must be able to learn from mistakes.  The thinking skills students 

practice are abstract and often have ambiguous answers.  Students must learn to cope 

with ambiguity and to think through complex questions.  Immediate rewards for “right” 

answers are not always possible in the context of Honors classes. 

 

Honors classes require students to maintain a positive attitude. 

Students cannot resist a task because it is new or difficult.  When work is “easy,” students 

may be practicing skills rather than learning new ones.  Discomfort with new tasks is 

normal and students must be willing to take risks.  They must do their best and strive to 

see the purpose of the work they are doing. 

 

Honors classes require students to take an interest in the subject. 

Students must be willing to analyze their work in detail and participate in lengthy 

discussions and projects.  Each level of an accelerated or advanced placement class is 

preparation for the next.  Students must not limit themselves to the assigned material, but 

continually strive to learn more by engaging in outside reading, attending lectures, doing 

additional research, etc. 
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ENGLISH 

 

The student of English at Jesuit High School will learn to use those language skills which foster a 

love of literature and ensure competence in reading, writing, listening, and speaking.  Such 

competence is a basis for a more important goal -- that the study of literature and language, 

reflecting diverse cultural traditions, must enhance the graduate’s ability to make future choices 

based on the Profile of the Jesuit Graduate at Graduation. To assist students in creating meaningful 

connections with literature, English classes will also incorporate students’ spiritual, emotional, and 

physical health into the discussion of literary themes. The literature and language skills taught will 

ultimately present a compelling case for students to lead moral lives as men and women for others. 

. 

 

ENGLISH - HONORS AND ADVANCED PLACEMENT 

English Department Faculty expects the student in an Honors or Advanced Placement English to do a 

greater amount of work than is normally done in that year of English studies.  The assumption is that a 

student who selects, with the approval of the instructors, an advanced section is willing both to approach 

the subject at a more sophisticated level and to devote additional time to study at home.  English Honors 

students must work independently.  See “Requirements of Students Taking Honors and Advanced 

Placement Classes.” 

 

ENGLISH I 

2 SEMESTERS; OPEN TO FRESHMEN 

PREREQUISITE:  NONE 

Students of English I will study a variety of literary genres including fiction, nonfiction, poetry, drama, 

and the epic. Students will be introduced to Joseph Campbell’s heroic journey as a lens through which to 

interpret the texts and apply these ideas to their own journey through their high school experience.  

Through the study of literature, students will be introduced to literary terms and literary analysis. Students 

will learn to write multi-paragraph essays analyzing and writing persuasively on an assigned text with a 

primary focus on paragraph development and the writing process. Students will be instructed in the use 

and usage of English grammar throughout the year with an emphasis on the parts of speech as well as a 

focus on simple, complex, compound, and compound-complex sentences. 

 

ENGLISH I - HONORS 

2 SEMESTERS; OPEN TO FRESHMEN 

PREREQUISITE: PLACEMENT EXAM SCORES 85+ OR PETITION AND PORTFOLIO 

Students study a variety of literary genres, including fiction, drama, and poetry. Through the study of 

literature, students will be introduced to literary terms and literary analysis. Students will learn to write 

multi-paragraph analytical, persuasive essays on assigned literature.  Students will be instructed in the use 

and usage of English grammar throughout the year. Additionally, they will be expected to work on 

extended projects with others in the class and to make formal presentations to classmates. Students are 

expected to participate fully in classroom discussions, to show initiative, to have strong work habits, and 

to possess a love of reading and writing. 

 

 

 

 

FINE ARTS 

 

As an important avenue for the creative energies of students, the Fine Arts Department at Jesuit 

High School offers the opportunity for varied as well as concentrated experiences.  The courses 

begin with the development of basic skills and culminate in programs designed to maximize 

personal expressions in selected media. 
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FINE ARTS I 

2 SEMESTERS; OPEN TO FRESHMEN 

PREREQUISITE:  NONE 

This course includes instruction in visual arts, drama, and music.  It introduces students to the arts by 

providing a hands-on experience.  Students are encouraged to develop an open and accepting attitude, to 

explore their gifts, and to appreciate the efforts of others through the discipline of the arts. 

 

ART I  

2 SEMESTERS; OPEN TO QUALIFIED FRESHMEN 

PREREQUISITE: WORK SAMPLES AND INTERVIEW WITH INSTRUCTOR  

Freshmen may apply for this year-long visual arts class,  which bridges curricula from both Fine Arts I 

and Art I, including studies in line, shading, rendering, sighting, color theory, perspective, and early art 

history. Students will learn to use pencil, ink, colored pencil, tempera, linoleum block printing and acrylic 

on canvas. Upon the successful conclusion of this course, students will have fulfilled the prerequisite for 

entry into Art II.  

 

BAND I 

2 SEMESTERS; OPEN TO FRESHMEN 

PREREQUISITE:  2-3 YEARS OF MIDDLE SCHOOL BAND EXPERIENCE OR PERMISSION OF 

TEACHER 

Band I emphasizes review and continued development of music fundamentals on the student’s chosen 

instrument.  Students practice and perform various styles of music at numerous concerts, festivals, and 

athletic and special events throughout the year.  Attendance is required at all performances.  Required 

events include 4 concerts, 2 festivals, 4 home football games, 8 basketball games, plus playoff or state 

games, and school events such as Baccalaureate and Graduation.  Students must be enrolled in a Band 

class to be eligible for honor bands and solo contests. 

 

MIXED CHOIR 

2 SEMESTERS; OPEN TO FRESHMEN 

PREREQUISITE:  NONE 

Mixed Choir is designed for any student who wants to develop better singing abilities.  Prior choir 

experience is not required.  Music fundamentals, including tone production, harmony, and sight-reading, 

are emphasized.  The choir performs both sacred and secular music in various styles.  Attendance is 

required at all performances. 

 

TECHNICAL THEATRE 

2 SEMESTERS; OPEN TO ALL 

PREREQUISITE:  PERMISSION OF THE TEACHER (See Mr. Hall for info) 

Working in a hands-on format, this class focuses on the technical skills and artistic sensibilities that are 

required to support JHS Drama Productions and a wide range of campus events from “behind the scenes.”  

Using state-of-the-art equipment, while drawing on classical traditions, students have a part in designing 

and executing several full-scale productions.  Significant outside-of-class “crew hours” are required.  

Students may enroll in this class for a second or third year, developing advanced theatre and leadership 

skills. 

 

 

 

HISTORY 

 

The field of history broadens our view of society, past and present. Students of history at Jesuit 

develop an understanding of the historical events that affect our lives; a deeper appreciation of 

peoples and their cultures; a problem-solving approach to life that reflects critical analysis and 

historical perspective; and an awareness of values. 
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WORLD HISTORY  

2 SEMESTERS; REQUIRED OF FRESHMEN 

World History traces the development of Western civilization from antiquity to the 20th century.  To that 

end, the course chronicles the political, economic, and social development of European culture, and 

examines Asian, African, and Middle Eastern societies for a broader historical understanding.  Skill 

development includes geography, note-taking, test preparation, and formal composition writing.  In World 

History II, students will research and write a formal history essay. 

 

MATHEMATICS 

 

Mathematics offers students an appreciation and understanding of the world of numbers and 

space, and skill in working with them.  Placement will be determined by the Math Department.  For 

students to continue in the Honors curriculum, it is necessary to have the recommendation of the 

instructor.  For Honors and AP courses, such a recommendation may depend on the student 

receiving an ‘A’ in both semesters of the current year.  All students must have a T1-89 calculator.   

 

The mathematics sequences offered at Jesuit: 

 

9th   10th   11th   12th_______________________ 
General Algebra 1 General Geometry General Algebra 2 Statistics 

Algebra 1  Geometry  Algebra 2/Trig       Pre-Calculus                

Honors Algebra 1       Honors Geometry     Honors Alg 2/Trig         Honors Pre-Calculus 

Honors Algebra 1       Honors Geometry     Honors Alg 2/Trig         Statistics* 

Honors Algebra 1       Honors Geometry  Honors Pre-Calculus  AP Calculus AB 

Honors Geometry  Honors Pre-Calculus  AP Calculus AB        AP Calculus BC 

Honors Geometry  Honors Alg 2/Trig Honors Pre-Calculus  AP Calculus AB 

Honors Alg 2/Trig          Honors Pre-Calculus  AP Calculus AB   AP Calculus BC 

Honors Pre-Calculus     AP Calculus AB   AP Calculus BC   Multi-Variable Calculus 

AP Calculus AB       AP Calculus BC     Multi-Variable Calculus Linear Algebra  
 

*Advanced Math Offerings include Multivariable Calculus, Introduction to Linear Algebra, Discrete 

Mathematics or Number Theory.  These courses may receive dual-credit through Portland State 

University. 

 

Students are not locked into any one of these sequences. Mathematics teachers assess each student’s 

progress continuously and will accelerate any student who may be ready to move to a higher level of 

math. Some students take summer school math classes to progress to a higher level in the fall.  A student 

who is struggling with one level of mathematics may move to a different sequence which more 

appropriately meets the student’s academic needs. 

 

MATHEMATICS - HONORS AND ADVANCED PLACEMENT 
The student in an Honors or Advanced Placement Mathematics class is expected to do a greater amount 

of work than is normally done in that year of Mathematics studies.  The assumption is that a student who 

selects, with the approval of the instructor, an advanced section is willing both to approach the subject at a 

more sophisticated level and to devote additional time to study at home.  Mathematics Honors students 

must be able to work independently.  See “Requirements of Students Taking Honors and Advanced 

Placement Classes.”   

 

GENERAL ALGEBRA I 

Topics for study include: Properties of the real numbers; solving and graphic linear equations, solving 

quadratic equations; introduction to rational equations and functions; introduction to radicals. This course 

differs from Algebra I in its pace and emphasis on fundamentals. 
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ALGEBRA I 

Topics for study include: properties of the real numbers; equations in one and two variables; graphing 

equations; solving quadratic equations; simplifying radicals; solving equations with radicals; simplifying 

rational expressions; solving rational equations. 

 

ALGEBRA I - HONORS 

Topics for study include those covered in Algebra I, plus introductions to trigonometry, geometry, 

probability, statistics, variation, and greater emphasis on advanced concepts of Algebra I. 

 

GEOMETRY - HONORS 

Topics of study include those in Geometry plus fundamental Algebra II/Trigonometry topics including:  

rational and negative exponents; polynomials and factoring; graphing; rational expressions; an 

introduction to exponential and logarithmic functions; the unit circle. 

 

ALGEBRA II / TRIGONOMETRY - HONORS 

Topics for study include those of Algebra II / Trigonometry, with a faster pace and greater emphasis on 

advanced concepts. 

 

PRECALCULUS 

Topics for study include:  the real number system, including irrational numbers; linear, quadratic, and 

higher degree functions and their graphs; polynomial and rational functions; exponential and logarithmic 

functions; trigonometry and the unit circle; trigonometric identities. 

 

PRECALCULUS - HONORS 

Topics for study include:  review of Algebra I and Algebra II concepts; linear, quadratic, and higher 

degree functions and their graphs; polynomials; rational, exponential and logarithmic functions; right 

triangle trigonometry and the unit circle; trigonometric identities; law of sines and cosines; vector and 

matrix operations; arithmetic and geometric sequences; probability. 

 

CALCULUS AB - ADVANCED PLACEMENT 

Topics for study include:  limits; differentiation; applications of differentiation; integration; applications 

of integration; elementary differential equations.  Qualified students may take the Advanced Placement 

Calculus AB Exam. 

 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION / HEALTH 

 

Jesuit High School’s Physical Education and Health Department encourages the student’s 

knowledge and implementation of a healthy lifestyle.  The program provides each student an 

opportunity to participate in a wide range of activities (classroom/gym) and to learn necessary 

skills, strategies, and other information pertinent to health and physical education.  All students 

must complete Physical Education I freshman year.   

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION I 

2 SEMESTERS; REQUIRED OF FRESHMEN AND TRANSFER STUDENTS 

Physical Education I is designed to allow each individual to pursue and maintain a high level of physical 

fitness and maximum performance within the scope of an individual’s physical limitations.  The 

curriculum will include team sports, individual activities and lifetime sports. 

 
 

SCIENCE 

 

The Science Department offers courses of study designed to familiarize students with current 

methods, concepts, and achievements in science.  Science is presented as a dynamic process of 
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inquiry, hypothesis, problem-solving, and critical analysis.  In presenting its curriculum, Jesuit’s 

Science Department seeks to achieve the following goals: 1) To develop the students’ ability to 

reason analytically and quantitatively; 2) To involve students in the scientific mode of inquiry: a 

cycle of reflection, hypothesis, prediction, trial and evaluation; 3) to acquaint students with the 

fascinating study of the physical and biological world; 4) to promote and assist students’ discovery 

and pursuit of individual scientific interests.  Students must take three years of science.  All 

students must take Physics or Honors Physics followed by Chemistry or Honors Chemistry 

concluding with Biology or Honors Biology I.  Qualifying freshmen may take Honors Physics.   

 

PHYSICS – HONORS 

2 SEMESTERS; OPEN TO SOPHOMORES AND QUALIFIED FRESHMEN 

PREREQUISITE:  ALGEBRA I; CURRENT ENROLLMENT IN GEOMETRY HONORS OR 

HIGHER; RECOMMENDATION OF MATH INSTRUCTOR AND ACADEMIC VICE PRINCIPAL 

Physics is the study of the fundamental laws of nature and the search to understand the interactions 

between matter and energy.  This course will examine concepts of mechanics, properties of matter, heat, 

waves (including sound and light) and electricity and magnetism through the use of demonstrations, 

computer simulations, laboratory activities and lectures.  Honors Physics is taught with a greater 

emphasis on the use of mathematics in describing the laws of nature; therefore students are expected to 

have a firm understanding of the applied principles of algebraic manipulation, to have familiarity with 

trigonometry and to be highly motivated learners.  Students seeking further clarification of prerequisite 

knowledge should consult a physics instructor. 

 

 

THEOLOGY 

 

The goal of the Theology program at Jesuit High School is to communicate to our students 

a clear understanding of the message of Jesus Christ as interpreted by the Roman Catholic 

tradition.  We work to do this through engaging presentations that are sensitive to our 

students’ various levels of maturity and faith development; that respond to their real 

religious needs and questions at this time in their lives; and that challenge them to be 

“people for others.”  Students are required to take eight semesters of Theology.  All 

students must take the Peace & Justice course some time in their junior or senior years, 

after they have begun their Christian Service. 
 

FAITH FORMATION 

2 SEMESTERS; REQUIRED OF ALL FRESHMEN 

PREREQUISITE: NONE 

One of the most vital parts of the Profile of the Jesuit High School Graduate at Graduation is “Religious.” 

The purpose of this course is to orient the freshman student to this part of the Profile. The course will 

enable the student to understand, appreciate, and take responsibility for a wide range of religious 

experiences offered at Jesuit High School. Specifically, the course will introduce the student to the 

experience of faith, scripture, the nature of God, the person of Jesus, the Catholic Church, prayer, Jesuit 

spirituality, the sacraments, and Catholic morality. 

 

 

 

 

WORLD LANGUAGES 

The World Language program develops proficiency in understanding, speaking, reading, and 

writing languages other than English. The cultural aspects of the target language, customs, 

geography, history, and current events are also explored. Because the study of a second language is 

a sequential process, students are encouraged to elect a third or fourth year of study after the 

required two years. Students must complete at least two years in Spanish, French or Chinese. 
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WORLD LANGUAGES - HONORS AND ADVANCED PLACEMENT 
The student in an Honors or Advanced Placement World Languages class is expected to do a greater 

amount of work than is normally done in that year of World Language studies.  The assumption is that a 

student who selects, with the approval of the instructors, an advanced section is willing both to approach 

the subject at a more sophisticated level and to devote additional time to study at home.  World Language 

Honors students must be able to work independently.  See “Requirements of Students Taking Honors and 

Advanced Placement Classes.”   

 

CHINESE I  

2 SEMESTERS  PREREQUISITE:  NONE 

Students will begin to study Chinese according to national second language requirements set by ACTFL 

(American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages) specific to the Novice designations for 

Mandarin Chinese. This course acquaints students with the language and culture of the Chinese-speaking 

world, emphasizing oral and written proficiency, grammar, vocabulary, and global awareness.  Students 

will: maintain basic conversation regarding everyday topics  include self, daily routines, family, dates and 

time ; combine verbs, pronouns and vocabulary into complete sentences; demonstrate correct 

pronunciation and intonation by using Hanyu pinyin; understand simple questions, statements, commands 

and courtesies; follow basic classroom commands. Students also learn to write Chinese characters by 

following the correct stroke order. 

 

CHINESE II 

2 SEMESTER 

PREREQUISITES: CHINESE I OR PLACEMENT EXAM; PERMISSION OF INSTRUCTOR 

Students will continue the study of Chinese according to national second language requirements specific 

to the mid-novice designations for Mandarin Chinese.  Students will: maintain conversations regarding 

more advanced topics include: school, leisure activities and places; combine verbs, pronouns and 

vocabulary into complete sentences; continue to practice correct pronunciation and intonation; understand 

more advanced questions, statements, commands and courtesies; follow classroom commands; and take 

notes from classroom instruction. In addition, students will begin to develop an awareness of the 

multilingual communities in Portland. Students will have opportunities to participate in authentic 

Chinese-speaking situations. 

 

CHINESE III 

2 SEMESTERS 

PREREQUISITE:  CHINESE II OR PLACEMENT EXAM; PERMISSION OF INSTRUCTOR 

In alliance with the national and state standards on oral and literacy proficiency, Chinese III reinforces 

speaking, listening, reading and writing comprehension skills by using short stories, film, poetry, music 

lyrics and print media. Topics include transportation and travel, food and drink, weather and shopping, as 

well as comparing the cultural difference between Chinese and American customs. Students are expected 

to have mastered pinyin. Chinese culture will be integrated into the curriculum by exposing students to 

Chinese proverbs, idioms, rituals, and customs associated with festivals and holidays in China and 

oversea Chinese.  

 

 

FRENCH I 

2 SEMESTERS      PREREQUISITE:  NONE 

This course is for students new to French or who have taken middle school French but are not yet ready 

for French 2. In alliance with state and national standards, this course acquaints students with the 

language and culture of the French-speaking world, emphasizing oral and written proficiency, grammar, 

vocabulary, and global awareness. Using texts and interactive on-line resources, topics include 

geography, self, school, family, leisure activities, clothing, time, food and weather 
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FRENCH II 

2 SEMESTERS    PREREQUISITE:  FRENCH I 

This course reinforces the vocabulary, structures and cultural themes presented in French 1 and develops 

more complex structures necessary for continuing communication, in alliance with state and national 

standards. This course includes a graphic novel and interactive on-line resources to develop global, 

cultural and historic themes with an emphasis on West Africa. Topics also include health, food, 

technology, daily routines, household tasks and the environment. Students communicate in past, present 

and future time frames. 

 

FRENCH III 
2 SEMESTERS  PREREQUISITE:  FRENCH II; TEACHER RECOMMENDATION 

In alliance with state and national standards, the purpose of French 3 is threefold: 1) to develop oral and 

written communication skills through past, future and conditional narratives 2) to develop cultural and 

global awareness while being attentive to international perspectives and 3) to reinforce reading and 

listening comprehension skills through on-line resources, short stories, film, poetry, music lyrics and print 

media with a focus on French-speaking Europe. Topics include fashion, fairy tales, 20th century history, 

technology and media, and past times.  

 

SPANISH I 

2 SEMESTERS  PREREQUISITE:  NONE 

This course is for students new to Spanish or who have taken middle school Spanish but are not yet ready 

for Spanish 2. In alliance with state and national standards, this course acquaints students with the 

language and culture of the Spanish-speaking world, emphasizing oral and written proficiency, grammar, 

vocabulary, and global awareness. Using texts and interactive on-line resources, topics include 

geography, self, school, family, leisure activities, travel, clothing, weather and shopping 

 

SPANISH II 

2 SEMESTERS  PREREQUISITE:  SPANISH I 

This course reinforces the vocabulary, structures and cultural themes presented in Spanish 1 and develops 

more complex structures necessary for continuing communication, in alliance with state and national 

standards. This course includes a novella and interactive on-line resources to develop global and cultural 

themes. Topics also include health, food, daily routines and communication in past, present and simple 

future time frames.  

 

SPANISH III 

2 SEMESTERS; OPEN TO ALL 

PREREQUISITE:  SPANISH II; TEACHER RECOMMENDATION 

In alliance with state and national standards, the purpose of Spanish 3 is threefold: 1) to develop oral and 

written communication skills through past, future and conditional narratives 2) to develop cultural and 

global awareness, while attentive to international perspectives and 3) to reinforce reading and listening 

comprehension skills through on-line resources, short stories, film, poetry, music lyrics and print media.  

 

SPANISH III - HONORS 
2 SEMESTERS; OPEN TO ALL 

PREREQUISITE:  SPANISH II; BY TEACHER INVITATION ONLY 

Spanish III Honors covers the same material as Spanish III, but in more depth.  The class will be  

conducted almost entirely in Spanish.  See “Requirements of student taking Honors classes.” 
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OTHER COURSES AND PROGRAMS 

 

 

STUDY SKILLS 

2 SEMESTERS; OPEN TO FRESHMEN 

PREREQUISITE:  PERMISSION OF THE VICE PRINCIPAL FOR ACADEMICS 

The chief aim of Study Skills is to provide the skills, habits, and attitudes necessary for success in all 

classes at Jesuit. In addition to learning how to take tests and notes more efficiently, to memorize better, 

and to understand what Jesuit teachers require of students, members of this class will work on developing 

academic discipline and organization. An important component of this process is addressing students’ 

individual scholastic challenges as identified by the students’ other teachers. 

 
CLASSES AT THOMAS EDISON HIGH SCHOOL 

2 SEMESTERS 

PREREQUISITE:  RECOMMENDATION OF QUALIFIED EDUCATIONAL SPECIALIST AND THE 

VICE PRINCIPAL FOR ACADEMICS 

Classes taken at Thomas Edison are chosen in conjunction with the student’s parent(s), counselor, and 

administrators at Jesuit and Thomas Edison.  Enrollment in such classes may affect college admission. 

 
CHALLENGE EXAMS 

Students may try to move ahead in the math curriculum by taking the Math challenge exam on April 22 or 

April 30 at 3:00 pm, in Jesuit’s Gedrose Student Center.  World Language Challenge exams may be taken 

on April 23 or April 29 at 3:00 pm, also in the Gedrose Student Center. 

 


