
WORLD LANGUAGES 

 

The World Language program develops proficiency in understanding, speaking, reading, and 

writing languages other than English. The cultural aspects of the target language, customs, 

geography, history, and current events are also explored. Because the study of a second language is 

a sequential process, students are encouraged to elect a third or fourth year of study after the 

required two years. Students must complete at least two years in Spanish, French or Chinese. 

 

WORLD LANGUAGES - HONORS AND ADVANCED PLACEMENT  
The student in an Honors or Advanced Placement World Languages class is expected to do a greater 

amount of work than is normally done in that year of World Language studies. The assumption is that a 

student who selects, with the approval of the instructors, an advanced section is willing both to approach 

the subject at a more sophisticated level and to devote additional time to study at home. World Language 

Honors students must be able to work independently. See “Requirements of Students Taking Honors and 

Advanced Placement Classes.”  

 

CHINESE I  
2 SEMESTERS; OPEN TO ALL (PRIORITY FIRST TO FRESHMEN, THEN SOPHOMORES, ETC).  

PREREQUISITES: NONE  

Students will begin to study Chinese according to the national second language requirements set by 

ACTFL (American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages) specific to the novice low level for 

Mandarin Chinese. This course introduces students to the language and culture of the Chinese-speaking 

world, emphasizing oral and written proficiency, grammar, vocabulary, and global awareness. Students 

will begin to write characters by learning correct structure and stroke order.  They will become acquainted 

with the sounds of the Mandarin language using the Pinyin system as a guide to pronunciation, including 

intonation.  They will learn set phrases and greetings that are common to everyday Chinese and the 

simplest grammatical structures that are most similar to English. By the end of the course students will be 

able to initiate and respond to basic daily conversation prompts like greetings and simple questions.   

 

CHINESE II  
2 SEMESTERS; OPEN TO ALL  

PREREQUISITES: CHINESE I OR PLACEMENT EXAM; PERMISSION OF INSTRUCTOR  

Building on Chinese I, students will continue the study of Chinese according to national second language 

requirements specific to the novice mid level for Mandarin Chinese.  Building on the foundation from 

level one, students will work on vocabulary building and learn more complex sentence patterns that are 

unique to the Chinese language.  As a result they will be able to write and talk about a larger breadth of 

topics.  Students will transition towards greater use and mastery of character writing and depend less on 

the Pinyin system. 

 

CHINESE III  
2 SEMESTERS  

PREREQUISITE: CHINESE II OR PLACEMENT EXAM; PERMISSION OF INSTRUCTOR  

Building on Chinese II, students will continue the study of Chinese according to national second language 

requirements specific to the novice high level for Mandarin Chinese.  Instruction will increasingly be 

given in Chinese.  Level III students will continue to build vocabulary as we introduce basic authentic 

materials such as public signs, simple comics and short passages.  They will be able to respond 

independently to these materials and express simple opinions in Chinese using correct sentence structure.  

We will explore a number of topics related to modern life and culture in China. 

 

CHINESE IV  
2 SEMESTERS  



PREREQUISITE: CHINESE III; PERMISSION OF INSTRUCTOR  

Building on Chinese III, students will continue the study of Mandarin according to the national second 

language requirements specific to the intermediate level.  Students will be able to express themselves 

creatively with the language and handle simple situations and transactions.  We will begin to lay a 

foundation for the AP exam by using Chinese almost exclusively in the classroom and introducing more 

authentic materials to read and discuss.   Level IV students will be able to relate a series of events or tell a 

simple story in Chinese both verbally and in written form.  There will be discussion of current events as 

they relate to China.  As at each level, we will continue to build vocabulary, expand the range of sentence 

patterns and improve pronunciation. 

 

CHINESE V – ADVANCED PLACEMENT 
2 SEMESTERS  

PREREQUISITE: CHINESE IV; PERMISSION OF INSTRUCTOR 

Approved by the College Board, this course prepares students for the Advanced Placement Chinese 

Language and Cultural Exam and is conducted entirely in Mandarin.  Students will continue the study of 

Chinese according to national second language requirements specific to the intermediate level and above.  

We will utilize authentic materials to facilitate higher-level language expression, analysis and cross-

cultural reflection through structured activities. Students approved for this course must have a strong 

work ethic and posses advanced proficiencies in Chinese language.  This course covers and reviews 

various aspects of contemporary Chinese society including gender roles, environmental protection, 

population, and housing, travel and weather, holiday foods, culturally significant plants, sports and 

games, significant people, current economic affairs, Chinese folk beliefs, etc. 
 

FRENCH I  
2 SEMESTERS  

PREREQUISITE: NONE  

This course is for students new to French or who have taken middle school French but are not yet ready 

for French 2. In alliance with state and national standards, this course acquaints students with the 

language and culture of the French-speaking world, emphasizing oral and written proficiency, grammar, 

vocabulary, and global awareness. Using texts and interactive on-line resources, topics include 

geography, self, school, family, leisure activities, clothing, time, food and weather. 

 

FRENCH II  
2 SEMESTERS  

PREREQUISITE: FRENCH I  

This course reinforces the vocabulary, structures and cultural themes presented in French 1 and develop 

more complex structures necessary for continuing communication, in alliance with state and national 

standards. This course includes a graphic novel and interactive on-line resources to develop global, 

cultural and historic themes with an emphasis on West Africa. Topics also include health, food, 

technology, daily routines, household tasks and the environment. Students communicate in past, present 

and future time frames.  

 

FRENCH III  
2 SEMESTERS  

PREREQUISITE: FRENCH II; TEACHER RECOMMENDATION  

In alliance with state and national standards, the purpose of French 3 is threefold: 1) to develop oral and 

written communication skills through past, future and conditional narratives 2) to develop cultural and 

global awareness while being attentive to international perspectives and 3) to reinforce reading and 

listening comprehension skills through on-line resources, short stories, film, poetry, music lyrics and print 



media with a focus on French-speaking Europe. Topics include fashion, fairy tales, 20th century history, 

travel, education and interpersonal relationships.  

 

FRENCH IV  
2 SEMESTERS  

PREREQUISITE: FRENCH III; TEACHER RECOMMENDATION  

Building on the skills learned in French 3 and based on state and national standards, this course aims to 

increase oral and written proficiency on topics related to families and communities, beauty and image, 

search for identity and global challenges. Reading and listening activities involve on-line resources, 

articles, films, short stories, poems, and other authentic materials. Students will continue to deepen their 

understanding of francophone cultures and history.  

 

FRENCH V/VI - ADVANCED PLACEMENT  
2 SEMESTERS  

PREREQUISITE: B or higher in FRENCH IV; TEACHER RECOMMENDATION  

Students must be highly motivated and have advanced proficiencies in French language structure and 

grammar, speaking, reading, and writing skills. In alliance with state, national and Advanced Placement 

standards, students will participate in active discussions and writing assignments based on the six 

Advanced Placement French themes: identity, families and communities, science and technology, global 

challenges, contemporary life, and beauty and aesthetics.  The class uses authentic print, audio and video 

materials. Students will deepen their knowledge of francophone cultures and contemporary global issues 

while reviewing grammatical concepts, increasing vocabulary, and improving interpretive, presentational 

and interpersonal communication. French VI students will do some independent study including more 

advanced reading and writing. The course complies with and was granted Advanced Placement status by 

the College Board, is conducted entirely in French, and prepares students for the Advanced Placement 

Exam in the spring. 

 

 

SPANISH I  
2 SEMESTERS  

PREREQUISITE: NONE 

This course is for students new to Spanish or who have taken middle school Spanish but are not yet ready 

for Spanish 2. In alliance with state and national standards, this course acquaints students with the 

language and culture of the Spanish-speaking world, emphasizing oral and written proficiency, grammar, 

vocabulary, and global awareness. Using texts and interactive on-line resources, topics include 

geography, self, school, family, leisure activities, travel, clothing, weather and shopping 

 

SPANISH II  
2 SEMESTERS  

PREREQUISITE: SPANISH I  

This course reinforces the vocabulary, structures and cultural themes presented in Spanish 1 and develops 

more complex structures necessary for continuing communication, in alliance with state and national 

standards. This course includes a novella and interactive on-line resources to develop global and cultural 

themes. Topics also include health, food, daily routines and communication in past, present and simple 

future time frames.  

 

SPANISH III  
2 SEMESTERS; OPEN TO ALL  

PREREQUISITE: SPANISH II; TEACHER RECOMMENDATION  

In alliance with state and national standards, the purpose of Spanish 3 is threefold: 1) to develop oral and 

written communication skills through past, future and conditional narratives 2) to develop cultural and 



global awareness, while attentive to international perspectives and 3) to reinforce reading and listening 

comprehension skills through on-line resources, short stories, film, poetry, music lyrics and print media. 

Using texts and interactive on-line resources, topics include geography, family and home, environment, 

health and wellbeing, city life, and professions. Students also learn about history and culture of Mexico 

and Spain. 

 

SPANISH III - HONORS  
2 SEMESTERS; OPEN TO SOPHOMORES, JUNIORS, AND SENIORS  

PREREQUISITE: SPANISH II; BY TEACHER INVITATION ONLY  

Spanish III Honors covers the same material as Spanish III, but in more depth, with more rigorous 

readings. The class is conducted almost entirely in Spanish. See “Requirements of student taking Honors 

classes.”  

 

SPANISH IV  
2 SEMESTERS  

PREREQUISITE: SPANISH III; TEACHER RECOMMENDATION  

Building on the skills learned in Spanish III, students will continue the review and mastery of Spanish 

conversation, grammar and composition, in accordance with state and national standards. Students will 

read short works of authors from Spanish-speaking countries and study the history, art, and cultures of 

Spain and Latin America. Students will practice oral and written proficiency on topics related to families 

and communities, beauty and image, search for identity, immigration and global challenges. Reading and 

listening activities involve on-line resources, articles, films, short stories, poems, and other authentic 

materials. This class uses a variety of immersion approaches to keep students in Spanish at all times. 

.  

SPANISH IV - HONORS  
2 SEMESTERS; OPEN TO SOPHOMORES, JUNIORS, AND SENIORS  

PREREQUISITE: SPANISH III OR SPANISH III HONORS; BY TEACHER INVITATION ONLY  

Spanish IV Honors covers the same material and uses the same immersion methods as Spanish IV, but in 

more depth, with more rigorous readings. See “Requirements of students taking Honors classes.”  

 

SPANISH LENGUA Y CULTURA  
2 SEMESTERS; OPEN TO JUNIORS AND SENIORS  

PREREQUISITIE: SPANISH IV; TEACHER RECOMMENDATION  

Spanish Lengua y Cultura offers dual credit with Portland State University giving students the 

opportunity to earn 12 college credits.  This is a language course that features a strong humanistic content 

and emphasizes communication and critical analysis. In this class students will continue to develop their 

linguistic skills (oral and written comprehension/production) in the context of Spanish and Latin 

American culture. In addition, we will gradually learn and review grammatical structures and build new 

vocabulary. At the end of this course, students will be able to discuss a variety of topics in the target 

language, employing complex structures and a sophisticated vocabulary, as well as exhibiting a great 

familiarity with the cultural history of Spain and Latin America. They will also access a wide selection of 

authentic material in Spanish (journals, short stories, films, etc.) which will allow them to continue to 

broaden their knowledge and understanding of the Hispanic world. This course does not prepare students 

for the Advanced Placement exam in Spanish. 

 

SPANISH V - ADVANCED PLACEMENT  
2 SEMESTERS; OPEN TO JUNIORS AND SENIORS  

PREREQUISITE: B+ IN SPANISH IV AND SPANISH IV HONORS; TEACHER RECOMMEND. AP 

TEACHER APPROVAL REQUIRED.  

Approved by the College Board, the course prepares students for the Advanced Placement Spanish 

Language and Culture Exam and is conducted in Spanish. Students approved for this course must have a 



strong work ethic and possess advanced proficiencies in Spanish language syntax and diction.  These 

highly motivated students are expected to speak Spanish in daily discussions and presentations using the 

three modes of communication (Interpersonal, Interpretive, and Presentational).  The Spanish V AP* 

course not only provides individuals with the ability to express in depth thoughts and ideas, but also 

provides them with access to perspectives and knowledge that is only available through the study of 

language and culture.   Students explore six themes; Beauty and Aesthetics, Contemporary Life, Families 

and Communities, Global Challenges, Personal and Public Identities and Science and Technology.  The 

proficiencies acquired through the study of this course provide language learners with cognitive, 

analytical, and communication skills that carry over into many other areas of their academic studies.  

Students completing the course will be well informed global citizens with perspectives on global 

challenges, cultures, the fine arts, history and literature as well as introspective exercises and personal 

reflection. 

 


