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Our Philosophy 

Welcome to Jesuit! As an English student at Jesuit, you learn to use those language 

skills which foster a love of literature and ensure competence in reading, writing, 

researching, listening, and speaking. Such competence is a basis for a more 

important goal -- that the study of literature and language, reflecting diverse 

cultural traditions, must enhance the graduate’s ability to make future choices based 

on the Profile of the Jesuit Graduate at Graduation. To assist students in creating 

meaningful connections with literature, English classes also incorporate students’ 

spiritual, emotional, and physical health into the discussion of literary themes. The 

literature and language skills taught ultimately present a compelling case for 

students to lead moral lives as men and women for others. 

The Program 

Every student at Jesuit High School takes 

four years of English. Our courses follow a 

college preparatory curriculum with an 

emphasis on developing analytical reading 

and writing skills. In addition, students 

have the option of also taking four elective 

courses. 

 

Our courses:  

English I and English I Honors 

English II and English II Honors 

English III and AP English Language 

English IV and AP English Literature 

Speech/Debate 

Creative Writing for Contemporary Media 

Journalism 

Yearbook 

 

What to Expect as a Freshman 

Freshman Year – Since students come from 

many different schools with a wide array of 

language skills, it is important for all 

students to reach a common level of 

competency by the end of their first year.  

Students will spend much of freshman 

year English developing the skills 

necessary to be successful for their future 

coursework at Jesuit. Students of English 

I will study a variety of literary genres 

including fiction, nonfiction, poetry, 

drama, and the epic. Students will be 

introduced to Joseph Campbell’s heroic 

journey as a lens through which to 

interpret the texts and apply these ideas 

to their own journey through their high 

school experience.   

 

What you might read in English I 

Romeo and Juliet – Shakespeare 

The Odyssey – Homer  

The House on Mango Street - Cisneros 

Incantation – Hoffman    

All Quiet on the Western Front - Remarque 

Julius Caesar – Shakespeare  

Of Mice and Men - Steinbeck 

Les Miserables –  Hugo 

Fahrenheit 451 – Bradbury  

Ender’s Game – Card  



Honors Placement 

Students’ original placement in Honors English 

classes will depend on their placement test scores 

as freshman.  Students who score 85 and above 

on the national percentile in both Reading and 

Language are automatically placed into English I 

Honors.  Students whose combined scores are 

close to 170 total can also petition to get into the 

class.  

 

Advanced Placement Courses 

Jesuit High School’s English Department 

currently offers two AP courses at the junior and 

senior level, which have been approved  by the 

AP College Board.  Currently, there are 160 

students enrolled in Advanced Placement 

courses. Each year a number of students take the 

AP Language and AP Literature exams and many 

score well enough to receive college credit.  For 

the Spring 2014 results:  16 of 18 (96%) students 

who took the exam earned a passing score of 3, 4, 

or 5 on the AP English Literature  exam (5 being 

the highest score given), and 81 of 84 (96%) 

students earned a passing score on the AP 

English Composition exam.    

Continued placement in Honors/AP classes after 

the freshman year will depend on teachers’ 

recommendations and completion of a challenge 

assessment.  All students who wish to move 

from regular English classes into Honors/AP 

classes will need the recommendation of their 

English teacher, and they will be asked to 

complete the English Challenge Assessment. 

SAT/ACT 

Students take the SAT and/or ACT tests to 

demonstrate their college preparedness.  Below, 

Jesuit High School students’ average scores for 

last year are shown along with the national and 

state averages.   

 

2014 SAT Average Results—Critical Reading 

 

2014 SAT Average Results—Writing 

 

 2014 ACT Average Results—English 

 

2014 ACT Average Results—Reading 

 

 

Who We Are 

The Jesuit High School English Department 

consists of 13 teachers, having over 171 years of 

combined teaching experience.  Most members of 

the department also hold advanced degrees.  

 

Jesuit National Oregon 

584 497 523 

Jesuit National Oregon 

573 487 499 

Jesuit National Oregon 

29.6 20.3 20.8 

Jesuit National Oregon 

26.8 21.3 21.9 

For more information, please contact:  

Tim Sprehe, English Department Chair,  

tsprehe@jesuitportland.org, (503) 292-2663, ext. 8436.  


