
HISTORY 
 

 
Studying history broadens our view of society, past and present. Students at Jesuit develop an 
understanding of the historical events that affect our lives; a deeper appreciation of peoples and 
their cultures; a problem-solving approach that reflects critical analysis and historical perspective; 
and an awareness of values. 
 
HISTORY – ADVANCED PLACEMENT  
Advanced Placement History classes require more work than other Department courses.  The student who 
selects, with relevant instructors’ permission, an advanced section is willing both to approach the subject 
at a more sophisticated level and to devote additional time to study.  History Advanced Placement 
students must work independently.  
 
WORLD HISTORY  
TWO SEMESTERS, REQUIRED OF FRESHMEN 
World History traces the development of Western civilization from antiquity to the 20th century.  To that 
end, the course chronicles the political, economic, and social development of European culture and 
examines Asian, African, and Middle Eastern societies for a broader, historical understanding.  Skill 
development includes geography, note-taking, test preparation, and formal composition writing.  In World 
History II students will research and write a formal history essay. 
 
UNITED STATES HISTORY I AND II 
TWO SEMESTERS, OPEN TO ALL JUNIORS 
United States History explores the nation’s political, economic, and social development from colonial to 
modern times.  Teachers supplement the course text, The Americans, with extensive primary sources that 
students learn to analyze and interpret.  Skills build on those introduced in World History, with an 
emphasis on analytical writing and the historical narrative. 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT UNITED STATES HISTORY  
TWO SEMESTERS, OPEN TO QUALIFIED JUNIORS 
Prerequisite: “A” in World History and recommendation of World History teacher 
Advanced Placement United States History provides motivated students with superior reading, writing, 
and research skills a comprehensive study of U.S. history from pre – contact to modern times.  In addition 
to studying advanced factual content, students learn to work with primary and secondary materials.  The 
course prepares students to sit for the respective AP exam.  
 
 
UNITED STATES HISTORY III, UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND ECONOMICS 
TWO SEMESTERS, OPEN TO ALL SENIORS 
PREREQUISITE: UNITED STATES HISTORY I AND II 
United States History III covers the post World War II decades.  United States Government and 
Economics examines the constitutional basis and development of the U.S. executive, legislative, and 
judicial branches; the bureaucracy; political parties; pressure groups; and comparative political issues.  
The class’ economics portion introduces concepts such as capitalism, socialism, and micro-and 
macroeconomics.  Students also study the U.S. economy, the government’s role in it, and regional and 
global interdependence. 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT COMPARATIVE GOVERNMENTS AND POLITICS 
TWO SEMESTERS, OPEN TO QUALIFIED SENIORS 
PREREQUISITE: RECOMMENDATION OF JUNIOR US HISTORY TEACHER. 



Advanced Placement Comparative Government and Politics introduces concepts used by political 
scientists to study politics in a variety of settings.  The class covers the diversity of political life in order 
to show available institutional alternatives; to explain differences in processes and policy outcomes; and 
to illustrate the importance of global political and economic changes.  To interpret political phenomena, 
the course focuses on six nations: China, Great Britain, Mexico, Nigeria, Russia, and Iran.  Including Iran 
adds a political system from an important region, one subject to distinctive political and cultural 
dynamics.  Studying these six nations also requires an understanding and application of political theories, 
recognizing that not all theories are equally useful in analyzing all countries.  This course prepares 
students to take the AP exam in Comparative Government and Politics. 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT MACROECONOMICS 
TWO SEMESTERS, OPEN TO QUALIFIED SENIORS 
PREREQUISITE: RECOMMENDATION OF JUNIOR US HISTORY TEACHER. 
Advanced Placement Macroeconomics examines economics from the macroeconomic, or broad overview, 
standpoint.  The key areas covered are basic economic principles, how national economic performance is 
measured, what determines national income (GDP) and price levels, how money is created and controlled, 
how government spending, taxing, and monetary policies impact the economy, and how international 
trade and finance impact the economy.  Success in AP Macroeconomics predicates itself on strong 
reading and reasoning skills along with a solid background and understanding of algebra.  The course 
prepares students to take the Advanced Placement Macroeconomics exam. 
 
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES – ELECTIVE CLASS 
TWO SEMESTERS, OPEN TO ALL SENIORS 
PREREQUISITE: PERMISSION OF THE INSTRUCTOR 
As an elective, International Studies does not take the place of a student’s regular senior history 
requirement.  The course focuses on the principal geopolitical issues in five regions critical to the 21st 
Century: Asia, South America, Europe, Africa, and the Middle East.  The course explores political, 
religious, and cultural life.  International Studies addresses differences in governmental and non-
governmental agencies, helping students to understand global political and economic transitions.  The 
class also examines the critical regional and international conflicts that challenge global stability.   
 


