
Secretary of Education Names Jesuit High School a 2014 U.S. Department of 

Education Green Ribbon School 
 

April 22, 2014 - Acting Chair of the White House Council on Environmental Quality Mike Boots 

joined U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan to announce that Jesuit High School in 

Beaverton, Oregon is among the 2014 U.S. Department of Education Green Ribbon Schools 

award honorees.  

 

Jesuit High School was nominated by the Oregon Department of Education and the Sustainable 

Oregon Schools Initiative.  In 2013, Jesuit received the Oregon Pillar 3 award (Education for 

Sustainability). In 2014, Jesuit received the Oregon Pillar 1 Award (Environmental Impacts). 

Jesuit collects a wide variety of materials for recycling and strives to use durable dishware for 

faculty and staff.  Jesuit also made great strides in the area of energy usage per student and 

student and faculty commuting via alternative forms of transit has increased.   

 

“We are thrilled to earn this high honor from the US Department of Education,” said Paul 

Hogan, Principal of Jesuit High School. “We are especially proud that our students and staff 

have changed our behavior and institutional practices in order to make a lighter imprint on the 

earth. Jesuit students recognize that sustainable human and natural development is a pressing 

existential issue, and they are determined to make a difference. We appreciate that the US 

Department of Education has recognized our efforts with the Green Ribbon Schools award. Our 

students want to be leaders of a healthier planet, and they plan to tread lightly as make their 

path.” 

 

“Jesuit is honored by this recognition,” said Jennie Cournia, Physics and AP Environmental 

Science Teacher at Jesuit and chair of the school’s Sustainability Committee. “We have worked 

very hard over the last few years to document what we are already doing well and have initiated 

ongoing conversations across many different campus groups. Auditing the school’s energy use, 

custodial and maintenance practices, as well as student/staff behavior has increased our 

awareness of areas on campus that need work and improvement. We look forward to continuing 

this process. This award serves as a milestone for us in our journey toward better stewardship of 

God’s creation.” 

 

Forty-eight schools were honored for their exemplary efforts to reduce environmental impact and 

utility costs, promote better health, and ensure effective environmental education, including 

civics and green career pathways. In addition, nine districts were honored for the District 

Sustainability Award.  Duncan and Boots made the announcement at the U.S. Department of 

Education, in Washington, DC. Secretary Duncan also announced a new post-secondary 

nomination category will be added to the school and district awards for the coming year. 

 

The schools were confirmed from a pool of candidates voluntarily nominated by 30 state 

education agencies. The list of selectees includes 39 public schools and nine private schools. The 

public schools include ten early learning programs, three charter, one magnet and three career 

and technical schools. The schools serve various grade levels, including 29 elementary, 16 

middle and 18 high schools are among them, with several schools having various K-12 

configurations, from 27 states.  Twenty-one of the 2014 honorees serve a disadvantaged student 



body and 18 are rural.  The list of all selected schools and districts, as well as their nomination 

packages, can be found here.  A report with highlights on the 57 honorees can be found here. 

 

The Department is looking forward to a fourth year of award, with a post-secondary category, 

and will be posting updated competition criteria shortly to reflect this addition. State education 

agencies are encouraged to indicate intent to nominate schools in 2015 by August 1, 2014. 

 

More information on the federal recognition award can be found at 
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/green-ribbon-schools/index.html 

   

Resources for all schools to move toward the three Pillars in which the 2014 honorees are 

exemplary can be found here. 

 

About Jesuit High School: Founded in 1956 by the Society of Jesus, Jesuit High School is Oregon's only 

secondary school in the Ignatian tradition of excellence in education. Our 1,270 students represent a diverse mix of 

young men and women from the Portland metro area and southwest Washington. 

 

Jesuit High School's mission is to educate "men and women for others.” Our graduates are leaders who are 

religious, loving, intellectually competent, committed to doing justice, and open to growth. Jesuit is the recipient of 

two U.S. Department of Education Blue Ribbon School of Excellence Awards and ten Oregonian Cup Awards for 

outstanding achievement in academics, school activities, athletics, and sportsmanship. More information about 

Jesuit High School can be found online at www.jesuitportland.org. 
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