
 

 

Bailey Cook 17’s Senior Class President’s Welcome at Commencement  
 

Good morning and welcome. My name is Bailey Cook and I am this year's Senior Class President. I would 

like to start by welcoming the faculty, staff, administration and board of Jesuit High School. I'd like to 

thank all the family members and friends who have traveled miles to support their seniors today.  

 

Without your love and support, these fabulous young adults wouldn't be sitting in front of me. And to my 

classmates, the Class of 2017, welcome to our Commencement ceremony!  

 

Let's remember back to 2013… we were a bunch of excessively perspiring fourteen-year-olds sitting in the 

Knight Gym, about to begin our Freshman Orientation. Some of us already had many friends, and others 

came to Jesuit not knowing anyone. Awkward Freshman Fun Nights, Chapter 1 meetings, and new sports 

teams later, many of us envisioned a successful four years in our future.  

 

We looked up to the seniors as the oldest and coolest people we had ever seen. I remember thinking that 

how we would never be that old. Well... here we are. 

  

To be perfectly honest, I don't remember sophomore year, except a pretty cool retreat, awesome Prom and 

Food Drive videos, and not being at the bottom of the food chain anymore, although it felt pretty close to it. 

Being an upperclassman was just around the corner.  

 

Junior year was a bittersweet transition into the final stretch of high school. With an overwhelming load of 

homework, Encounter “day fours” seemed to balance out the stress of long papers and higher expectations.  

 

Our prayers were answered this senior year, when a blizzard took out our first semester final exams and 

gave us multiple snow days in between. We learned a new concept called "Digital Days," when we were 

asked to do the same amount of schoolwork as we would be doing on a normal day of school. I think most 

of us spent more time in the snow than on our iPads studying.  

 

Disney asked our drama program to perform the incredible Hunchback of Notre Dame, teams won 

championships, individuals thrived in science projects and some seniors even went out of their comfort 

zones to try a new sport or activity. I couldn't let my class down with what I promised to give them in my 

speech last year, so with the help of my fellow Student Government officers, we held our first seniors-only 

dance in February, Senior Splash.  

 

In the heart of our high school years, we lost an amazing friend, sister and role model. Ruby Gray's passion 

for life, energy and faith continues to live on through everyone she graced with her presence. Once we lost 

Ruby, we were thrown into a major challenge to seek deeper relationships, give longer hugs and say "I love 

you" a little bit more often. We learned that life is short very early.  

 

Although these last four years might seem like a jumble of memories, when you leave Jesuit, I hope you 

remember the feelings that accompanied the triumphs and struggles of high school. The feeling when you 

aced a hard test—or failed your first test. The chills that ascend your spine when the choir sings “Shelter 

Your Name”… a timeless tear-jerker. The feeling after winning a game, or gaining a new PR.  

 

Surrounding yourself with all your best friends, and dancing the night away at Prom or Homecoming. 

Staying up late to talk with friends about things that give you a purpose. Opening up in small groups. Even 

the drop of your stomach and rerun of all your life's decisions when a white slip enters the room!   

 



 

 

How we feel in these moments shows that we care, deeply, for our success. And we also care for one 

another, as we relish each other's successes. Even though we all have brokenness, Jesuit has taught us that 

we are stronger and more driven as a team and as a class.  

 

We are passionate, compassionate and committed. With the help of the teachers and friends who have 

cheered us on, Jesuit has begun the process of clearing the path ahead of us. Whether that be writing, faith 

and ministry, science, sports, theater, choir or dance, we have been given the chance to navigate those 

things that give our lives a deeper meaning and to develop our talents.  

 

I am blessed to have been a part of this class, which has such a great understanding for the gifts we can 

bring to this world. Now it is our turn to go out and use those gifts to make this world a better, brighter 

place. Enjoy Commencement! 


