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First of all, I want to congratulate the team on a fantastic season, and thank all of the coaches on the 

women’s soccer staff. But really, what’s important today is not the results/goals/assists; it’s the 

opportunity this team took to strive for everything Jesuit is about.  

As we have seen all too readily at the end of last week in Paris, Kenya, Beirut and other places around 

the world, we live in a world that faces many challenges.  

I have taught Math and PE at Jesuit for many years. I have learned that there are some goals I cannot 

achieve in a classroom—but I can after school, on a practice field with my team.  

All sports, especially soccer being the global sport it is, have a responsibility and opportunity to make a 

real difference. Some of you will have seen Aaron Rogers, the Green Bay quarterback, speaking against 

prejudice after the Packer’s game on Sunday. His voice was probably heard AND LISTENED to by 

more Americans than any politician’s speech.  If you have not seen it, go YouTube it.  

In Afghanistan and Iraq, impromptu soccer games between American soldiers and locals have fostered 

understanding and compassion brought about by a common love of the world’s game. 

Sport gives us an opportunity to teach about life and leadership, humility and compassion in a very 

troubled world. To me, and I know I speak for other coaches at JHigh, that is the reason why we have 

Athletics at this school.  

Done right, sports allows us to develop strong, assertive young women and men, and leaders for the next 

generation. This group of young women has embodied that vision each and every day.  

Which leads me to hand over the mic to four strong and assertive young women, who have led from the 

front this year. They have learnt lessons that will allow them to lead their colleges, their future work 

places, their communities, their families, and maybe even their country, to make the world a better 

place. Please welcome our four seniors: Salyna Blue, Rose Harman, Michelle Escobar-Machorro, and 

Erin O’Brien Powers.   

 

 


